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1. Name of Propertv
higoicnrame LELAND POWERSHOUSE
aha namesdste numba BRANDEISUNIVERSITY PRESmMENT'SHOUSE (preferred)

2. Location

drest & numbe 66 BEAUMONT AVE. not for publication
aty a tomn NEWTON vidnity

date MASSACHUSETTS ade MA county MIDDLESEX .code 017  zip code 02160

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this*'nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
“meets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

nationally « statewide 4”locally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

anature of certifying official/Title Judith BCMcDonough, Executive Director 'Date?
issachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
hereby certify that this property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
S entered in the National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



BRANDE!S UNIVERSITY PRESIDENTS HOUSE

Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X private X building(s)
_ public-local district
_ public-State site
_ public-Federal structure
object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling
EDUCATION: college, university

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)
LATE 19"™/EARLY 20" CENTURY MOVEMENT:
Expanded Bungalow/Craftsman style

Narrative Description

MIDPLPSE.X.MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 .buildings
__sites
_structures
_objects
1 total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling
EDUCATION: college, university

IVlaterials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation STONE/Stucco facing
walls STUCCO

roof ASPHALT: shingles
other WOOQOD trim (Bracketing, pergola, bonnet)

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Brandeis University Presdent's House islocated in the Grove Hill Park section of
Newtonville, avillage within the city of Newton. The neighborhood is characterized by well-
maintained single-family housesin ahilly section with the Newton North High School a the
bottom of the hill on the north edge of the neighborhood, and City Hall afew blocks away &t the
beas=of the hill onthe south sde. On the eest. Grove Hill dopes stegply down to BuUoughs Pond
and Walnut Street and on the west Sde of Lowell Avenue. The President’'s House is neer the top
and middleof this neighborhood.

GroveHill Park isaresult of late 19" century subdivison and 20 century congtruction and
expanson beyond the village centers. At thetop of the hill isan oval park with moderate szed
lots laid out around the park and spilling down all four Sdesof the hill. Almost no development
occurred until the 20 century and the architectural styles found in GroveHill Park are
reflective of early period congtruction with gpproximately forty per cent of the dwellings
exhibiting Arts and craftsfeatures and ancther forty per cent in the Colonial Reviva Style.

The lot on which the Presdent's House dits is a& the comer of Beaumont Avenue and Prospect
Street on aparcd that dopesfrom the southeedt to northwest comers with the housebuilt on a
flat plateau nearer the Progpect Street ot line. Thehill iscut out on the Beaumont comer <o that
the driveway entersa garage built into the sde of the hill. The house is surrounded by mature
hemlocks and oaks as well as by some younger blue gorace and flowering trees. Well-
established plantings such as rhododendrons, andromeda, and azaless are usad asfoundation
plantings and low gardenslining the paths. There are a couple of rock outcroppings that remain
as part of the landscgpe design. A tall solid fence with squared lattice top defines the southeest
comer of the lot and runs the length of the east and south facades of the house, screening it from
the adjacent house and from Prospect Street. Plantings are used to screen the rest of the eestem
boundary and to form a landscepe border a the comer of Prospect Strest and Beaumont Avenue.
The fencing, in which there isagate leading to the rear entrance of the house, is new, added
when the origina building lot was divided in 1990, forming an adjacent lot on which amodem
house now dts. There are no outbuildings on the President's House | ot.

66 Beaumont Avenue (photo A) isone of the larger examples of a two-story dwelling in the
Craftsman style of architecture. The housewas the fourth congtructed on the street, and like the
rest of the houses itis st well avay from Beaumont Avenue. Unlike other dwellings, however,

(continued)
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this house is dtuated at aright angle to Beaumont Avenue. Itsmain facade and centered
entrance face north towards the open lawn and the neighbor's Sde yard. The house displaysan
L-plan with the eest Sde extending severd bays beyond the west Sde, forming areer €l
extending from thefive-baymain block. The house is congtructed on alow stone foundation with
brick facing and has light-colored succo wals al unified under the wide-raking hipped roof.
Themain block hes flanking one-gtory porches built on brick foundations. Attached to the reaer
ell onthe Progpect Strest end isaone-gory rear ell with amodem endosed porch ontop. The
house has two chimneys, one that iswide and massive, painted white, piercing the wide eave
overhang on the west end of the main block between the main house and sun porch, and the other
piercing the roof a the ridgejust behind the south elevation dormer.

Craftsman detailing accounts for the moderate elaboration of the house These details include
the wide raking eave; the bracketed, extended rafter ends; the nicely detailed copper downspouts
with molded caps the heavy Tuscan-like columns onthe flanking sun porches, the entrance
daborations of arounded door hood a the front entrance; and the bracketed trellis and pergola
arangement a the rear entrance. Windows, double-hung and st in wood framesvary from 6/1
to &1 sseh and are found individually, paired, and in strings of three. Wooden shutters that dress
all the windows feature an unusua diamond-and-triangle decorative cutout design of unknown
origin, afeature repested onthe interior.

The main facade (photo A) is goproached by an aggregate path lined with brick that beginson
the northwest comer of the lot and reechesabrick terrace a the front of the house by agentle
curve and grade. Radiating from the brick terrace are two flat done pathsthat lead to porches on
each dde of the house. The mainfive-bay,two-story facade is symmetrical in plan and detall
and is softened by the pleasing decorative dements. The succo walls provide a smooth surface
into which the windows are cut and over which the wide eaverake cagts shedows. The centered
entrance ismarked by alarge, haf-domed heavily carved door bonnet with labels carried by
paired scroll brackets. Each bracket condds of two S-curve or scroll brackets, one small with a
platform carrying the large scroll bracket onwhich rests the labds of the door hood. A long,
narrow, two-by-four-light window isinserted between eech pair of brackets, providing entrance
hall light. Embedded in the stucco surface under the half round door hood are brick heeders
lining the edge of the bonnet or hood. The entrance isafifteen-light door leading to a glazed
interior foyer. Flanking this centered entrance are three-part windows; three overly wide 8/1
sadh & in one frame cut into the stucco wall.  Second-gtory windows included two single 8/1
saeh over eech of the three-part windows and two single small 6/1 seh above the front door.
The flanking sun porches, now enclosed, have flat roofs carried by heavy wide Tuscan-like
columns and pilasters. Additional Craftsman details are the rafter endsextending along the full
length of the eest and west Sdesof the porches and a the position of the columnsand pilasters

(continued)
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on the north and south 9des. Multi-light glazing isfound on the west porch and solid modern
glazing with transom lights on the eed.

The eest 5de of the dwelling (photo C) digplaysthe long Sde with the main block and long reer
ell, the full length of which isabout six bays with aone-bay sngle Sory rear ell atached.

Second story windows are st in pairs but as separate windows punched into the samooth succo
wall surface. Between two of the pairs are two small six-light casement windows. First-story
windows are small denoting the kitchen arrangement. Therear entrance isin the lagt (or end)
bay of thelong rear ell. Although the door hes been replaced with amodern solid light door with
one solid sidelight, the original surround, composad of three wide squere pilasters with paired
brackets extending from the top of each pilagter to carry anarrow pergola arangement with
atenuated bracketed ends remains. Lattice work fills one bay formed by the three pilagters, and
the glass door, the other. In the single bay of the one-story rear ell isasingle window frame with
paired 6/1 sssh.

The south eevation (photo D) is the rear of the house and is dominated by the one-gtory reer ell
with asmall terrace garden that is screened by a solid board fence. On the south wall are two 6/1
sehwith awide wall goacein between. Atop thisflat roof rear ell isan endosed deeping porch
that extends up to the eave overhang of the main house. On thisroof dope isasmall hipped
dormer with asingle small 6/1 window and shutters.

Thewest facade (photo B) faces Beaumont Avenue and ishigh above the gtreet level. A brick
and gone path with iron railing leads to the terrace extending from the main block isthe glazed
aun porch with heavy round columns and pilagters and the Craftsman-style bracketed exposed
rafter ends. Thewide exterior chimney pierces the roof of the porch and the wide eave overhang
of the main block and servestwo interior fireplaces. A two-car garage, built into the dope of the
land, provides aooess to the basement of the house. TheL-plan is best viewed from the west
dde within the L isabrick terrace that extends the length of the rear ell and above the in-ground
garage. A decorative fence of large open squaresis over the garage screening in the terrace. A
curvilinear path of brick-lined gepsleadsfrom the driveway to thisterrace. Low rock garden
plantings line this gepped path. Thelong wall of the rear ell that isonly partialy visible dueto
meature coniferous and deciduous plantings, hes athree-part window and diding doors with
flanking windows down. In the end bay of the main block are paired windowswith a
trellis/pergola arrangement similar to that & the rear door on the opposite elevation. A single
window is punched into the succo wall of the one-gtory reer €ll.

(continued)
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Severd key features are found on the interior, including repetition of exterior detail. A vedtibule
and formal entry hall, with a sweeping saircasewith carved designs (photo E-1) that match the
shutters, provides agracious wedcometo thevisitor. The baudrade is mede of dternating
rectangular datswith the same punched design as that found on the shutters and paired bauders
and gppears to be unique to this property. The living and dining rooms and hallway are all
panded with high wainscoting in gum wood (poplar) (photo E-2) that was common in the Arts
and Crafts era Of particular vaue and note are a number of Grueby Faience tilesthat gracethe
fourfireplacesthroughout the home. Many, if not all, of thetiles are the desgn of well-known
French architect and artist, Addison B. LeBoutdllier, and include aseries of five pinetree tiles
that adom the breakfast roomfirepl ace(photo G) very similar to those chosen for the cover
photograph of aPrinceton University catalog Arts and Crafts exhibition in 1974. Other fireplace
tiles over the sunroomfireplacedepict sdlboats and gulls, and in the magter bedroom the motifs
ae smilar to other LeBoutellier desgnsexecuted c¢. 1912 for Grueby Tiles.

Other interior features includethe large heavy over-mantd (photo G) in the breekfast room and
the casad cross beams carried by panded pilagters, with decorative tabs a the capitols, and
crown molding (photo E-2) in the commodious living room. Substantia interior renovations
were done to the house in 1994 to make the home handicgpped-accessble, and to improve the
catering capacity of the kitchen. A new hesating sysdem was ingtaled; the basament seded, and
an entirdly new catering kitchen added including cherrywood cabinets, formicaand granite
countertops, alarge commercid gove and dua ovens and diswashers to alow serving for large
groups. Upstairs bathrooms were dso modemized. The east-facing porch was endosed and
raised to the same height as the dining room to servethe dud purposes of larger capacity ad
handicapped access The original dark gumwood paneling was painted white & thistime to
brighten the interior and a the same timeto sarve as a showcasefor art from the University's
Ros=e Museum.

Archaeological Description

While no prehigtoric dtes are currently recorded on the nominated property, it is possble that
dtes are present. Three prehistoric Stes are recorded in the generd area (within one mile). In
generd, however, the potentid for recovering significant prehistoric survivals on the property is
low. Environmental characterigtics of the property indicate locational criteria (dope, soil

(continued)
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drainage, digance to water) which are not particularly favorable for most types of prehistoric
stes. Given these factors, especidly the property's distance of over 1000ft. from wetlands, 20th
century historic period construction and the sze of the lot (0.80 acres), alow potentid exigsfor
the recovery of prehistoric Stes.

A low potential dso exigts for the recovery of significant historic archaeologicd resources on the
property. No evidence for pre-20th century land use of the property hes been identified although
some type of agricultural use ssams probable.  Some potential does exist for 20th century
archaeological resources including sheet type refuse associated with the house occupation and
activities and featuresfrom constmction of the house I1n generd, however, these resourcetypes
would be of limited research potential and significance.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mari< "x" In one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

X B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

XC Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a t>'pe, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D acemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

F acommemorative property.

XG less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Maior Bibliographical References

MA
County and State

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMUNITY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT

EDUCATION
SOCIAL HISTORY

Period of Significance
1913-1920
1948-1990

Significant Dates
June 5. 1919

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Leiand Powers, Abraham Sachar
Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
W. Northrop Dudley

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preiminary determination of individud liging (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency

_ Federal agency

X Local government

X University

_+Other

Name of repository:

Newton Planning Commission; Brandeis U. Archives
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

The Brandeis President's House, formerly the Leiand Powers House a 66 Beaumont Avenue,
retains the original commodious plan and Arts and Crafts festures. Asagracious home of the
early 20* century itexemplified COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT, &s part
of the suburbanization of Greater Bogton with business, commerce, and professiona homes
extended westward from the city. The property isaso significant for its SOCIAL HISTORY,
first as the home of Leiand Powers, and later as the home for over forty yearsof Abram Leon
Sachar, the founding presidents of the only nonsectarian Jewish-goonsored University in the
country. Here in this home, many of the grestest minds of the century gathered to engage in
intellectual discussons and to securer the future of Brandeis University. Founded in 1948
Brandeis received its accreditation in 1952 and membership in Phi Beta Kgppain 1961. Findly,
66 Beaumont Avenue is significant for its ARCHITECTURE. Itisagraceful example of
Craftsman Architecture in an expanded bungadow style. Therefor the property meets Criteria A,
B and C of theNational Regiger and issignificant a the locd level. Itretains integrity of
location, design, setting, materias, workmanship, feeling and association.

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

Situated in an extended neighborhood of Newtonville, the Brandeis President's House is one of
the prominent dwellings in Grove Hill Park, a neighborhood that was subdivided in 1882 and
again in 1895, but not congtructed until the early 1900s The 1882 subdivision was park of a
174-acre park surrounding Bullough's Pond, which was rgjected due to itscod. A new
subdivision was drawn in 1895 with one ova park a the top of the hill and other moderate szed
lots spilling down the hill on newly laid-out treets. The ova park had been a successin the
mid-1800s with Walhut and Washington Parks between Newtonville and Newton Corner. With
a suburbanization of Newton's village, and essy accessdue to the railroad, trolley, and
automobile, all areesof Newton were subject to growth and there was adistinct nesd for
moderate-dzed and priced living as semi-professona and trades people moved out of the city.

SOCIAL HISTORY 1913-1921

The home a 66 Beaumont Avenue was originally built for Leiand Powers, an atorney and
public servant. Powers great-grandfather was acolond in the Revolutionary War and his

(continued)
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father, Samud Leiand Powers, represanted the Newton district in Congress (1901-05) and
founded the Boston law firm of Powers & Hall. Both Leiand and Samud Powers were lesders
and members of many voluntary organizations and clubsin the area. The housewas builtin
1913-14 and is one of the larger resdencesin the Grove Hill Park section of Newtonville.
Leiand Powers and hiswife, the former Barsheba Threewit of Denver, had two children, ason
and adaughter. A feature newspapear ory in the Newton Graphic on Powers notesthat "The
eyesof alarge part of the nation are tumed towards Massachusdtts, in part because of its great
natural beeuty and wedlth of resources, in part because of the sawart and thrifty charecter of its
citizensingenera.” The article continues, "Mr. Powers isinterested and active in everything
asociated with the progress of Newton and the district of which it isan important political
division of Massachusatts He isa daunch Republican and has alegion of friends, retaining
them through an attractive persondlity and unblemished character, achip off the old block."

Leiand Powers was dected to the Massachusatts legidature in 1918, and filed a piece of
legidation opposng the kindsof anarchy that were beginning to manifest themsaves in cities
across the country, particularly in Boston and New York. On June 5, 1919, 66 Beaumont
Avenue was rocked by an explosion causad by dynamite placed in the cellar window wall. The
blast knocked out al of the windows and severdy damaged the entire rear Sde of the house
Fortunately, none of the occupants were injured. The June 6 Newton Graphic published a
photograph of the resdence showing the damage. Powers reported being avakened by a heavy
explosion and the sound of crashing glass shortly after midnight. The telephone had been cut of f
20 he ran to neighbors who notified the police and fire departments. He was quoted on the scene
as saying, "l have no suspicion of any individual or loca enemy. | feel that | was probably
included inan 'enemy group' because of my outgooken opposition to disorder by lawless
persons, and my advocecy of the Anti Anarchy laws now in the legidature.” Thedistrict
atorney offered areward of $ 1000 for the arrest and conviction of the perpetrators of the deed.
"Taken in connection with similar outrages in other parts of the country a about the same hourr,
it isaso thought that itis part of an organized movement,” the article concludes.

In Saocoo and Vanzetti: The Case Resolved, Francis Russall describes the connection between the
anarchigs plot and the Powers bombing:

In the Roxbury section of Boston, a bomb mede of iron pipe stuffed with dynamite
and meta scrgpsdemolished the house of aRoxbury municipal court judge, A.H.
Hayden. Aswith other bombings of that night copies of Plain Words, (an anarchist
leaflet) were strewn about the area. A few weeks before. Judge Hayden had sentenced

(continued)
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fourteen members of the Lettish Workmen's Association to six to eighteen
monthsinjail following aMay Day riot in which they had dashed with police.
Farther out in suburban Newtonville abomb tore off the Sde of a house
belonging to State Representative Leiand Powers, who had soonsored an
anti-anarchigt bill in the Massachuseits legidature.

Other similar bombings of the resdencesof corporate presdents and U.S. Attorney Generd A.
Mitchell Pamer took place that night across the country. National fear from this planned series
of bombings and the accompanying "Red Scare’ would lead to deportation of many suspected
anarchigts, asugpendon of civil liberties, and eventudly the execution of Sacco and Vanzetti in
1927.

Besides replacing shattered glass throughout the house, and shoring up the reer besement area
with ged beams near the cellar window well where the detonation occurred, and repairing and
patching the stucco & that point, no other renovation were required after thisincident. Powers
and hisfamily remained in the house until 1921 when they moved dsewhere in Newton.

SOCIAL AND EDUCATIONAL HISTORY 1921-1990

The house a 66 Beaumont Avenue changed handsa number of times in ways that reflected the
changesin American society. Successve owners included abank president, Louis Lichtenheim
from 1921-25, and another banker W. Herbert Abbott, from 1927-30. Asprecursor tothe
Depresson the Abbott family took in three boarders, reflecting the economic duress that would
exigt, even for professona families. Timesevidently continued to be difficult for the next
owner, insurance man Robert Kimball, who added asmall poultry house and greenhouseto the
property between 1931-36 in an effort to be more-self-sufficient. These dructures were later
removed. From 1936-48 Maurice Pouzzner, theater owner, lived in the house. Hisbusness
evidently became overextended, and the house was put on the market to settle outstanding bills,
making it available & an attractive price & the time Brandeis University was seeking ahome for
its first president.

The socid history of the university isclosaly linked to the founding of the predecessor institution
on the same site, the Middlesex College of Medicine and Surgery. Dr. John H. Smith, founding
president of Middlesex, purchased the 100-acrre Baker Estate on Waltham's South Street from
the County in 1928. He edablished the medica school egaing the backdrop of awell-
entrenched nationa quota sysem under which a Jewish mae's chanceof getting into a

(continued)
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university was one in twenty, roughly equivalent to nationa ration of Jaws to the total
population. Smith's vision was to develop an ingtitution that admitted applicants without
concem for creed, color or sex. To accommodate medica offices, |aboratories and classrooms.
Smith built, over aperiod of 1928-40, alarge done cadtle that became a distinctive feature of
Watham's skyline (National Register, 1979). The Massachustts legidature granted Smith
power to confer academic degressin 1935. Two years later the school acquired anew charter
under the name of Middlesex University, with additional degree-granting powers, including that
of Doctor of Veterinary medicine. Unfortunately, during World War 11 sudent enrollment
plummeted as able-bodied men joined the War effort and Middlesex was unébleto remain in
busness Circumstance forced Ruggles Smith, son of John H. Smith, to sssk new sponsorship
for the University in 1946.

In the aftermath of World War I agroup of individuals from the Jawish community in New
York and Boston had a degp desire to cregte a nonsectarian university of excellence, open to all
who were qualified, as agift to American higher education. When Middlesex offered to sdll its
campusearly in 1946 to Rabbi |srad Goldstein and agroup of others who were sseking property
to form a Jewish-gponsored University, it gopeared that their dream might be redlized. The
congruity of the two schools commitment to equa educationd opportunity provided a natural
moral linkage between Middlesex and the new university. A board of trusteeswas assambled
under the leadership of Boston lawyer George Alpert, with the initial assstance and advice of
Albert Eingtein. 1n 1947 the Trudeesvoted to changethe corporation’'s nameto Brandeis
University, inaugurated a development program, and ayear later opened the new educationd
enterprise. Following World Wer |1, Brandeis was (in avery litera sense), aproduct of the
reawekened pridein Jawish dignity and creativity.

According to itsmission satement, Brandeis University "was founded in 1948 as a nonsectarian
university under the gponsorship of the American Jewish community to embody the highest
ethical and cultural vaues and to expressits gratitude to the United States through the traditional
Jewish commitment to education.” Dr. Abram Leon Sachar was chosen to be the first president
"of asmall but excellent university dedicated to alibera tradition of higher education that would
foster diversity and socia constience and that would not discriminate againgt anyone. By being
anonsectarian univerdity that we comes sudents and teechers of every nationality, religion and
political orientation, Brandes renews the American heritage of cultural diversity, equa aocoess to
opportunity, and freedom of expression.” The mission datement concludes that "The University
that carries the nameof thejustice who sood for the rights of individuals mugt be distinguished

(continued)
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by academic excellence, by tmth pursued wherever it may lead, and by awareness of the power
and respongbilities that come with that knowledge.”

Dr. Saechar hedd aPh.D. in higtory from the University of Michigan, and in hisrole asnationd
director of the Hillel Foundation movement, he enjoyed anationa reputation as a scholar and
administrator. Hewrote five books, including A History of the Jaws, which enjoyed 36 printings
and wes trandated into French, Spanish and Braille, and A Host at Lagt, hisgory of the early
Brandeis years. Dr. Sechar was awarded 36 honorary degrees Thelma Sachar, hiswife, was in
every way a hdpmate, hostess and supporter who played amajor role in establishing the
Brandeis University National Women's Committee, which supported the University's libraries.
She would receive an honorary degree from Brandeis in 1994.

During 1947 the Sacharslived for ayear in arented apartment while a search for a permanent
president's house was conducted by the Trustees. Dr. Sachar described theinitial purchase of
the house and subsequent preparations to move in, in A Host at Last:

At lag an old New England home in Newton wes located, but it took many months
to renovate and redecorate it. The fumishing became a cooperative effort, agpecia
committee undertaking the respongbility to solicit contributions from sdected firms.
The living room was equipped by one, the dining room by ancther, the sudy by a
third. Individua articlescamein for an enlarged institutional kitchen, the bedrooms,
the sun room, the garden.

At the end, the president's house hed become alovely center not only for persond
living but for major university entertainment, and al virtually without cog.

According to University record, painting and wallpapering throughout were done, a new roof
was put on the house, and the kitchen and baths modemized in preparation for the Sechars.
There is no evidence that magjor structural changes were accomplished & that time.

Quegtions have naturally been raised regarding the location of the home in Newton for the
Presdent of aUniversity located in Waltham. An inquiry on this subject was made to the eldest
9on of Presdent Sachar, Professor Howard M. Sechar, who responded in writing September 3,
1996, asfollows:

(continued)
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"l cantell you only thisabout the choice of the home on Beaumont Avenue. First,
it was sdected for its Sze and convenience for afamily of five people. [These
included Dr. and Mrs. Sechar, and their three sons, Howard, Edward and David.]
Secondly its premises hes dso to be spacious enough for the significant amount

of entertaining and fund-raising assodiated with university presdencies.

Thered quedtion, however, iswhy the presdent's housewas sdected off the
Brandeis campus. It was afamily decison: my parents knew they would be
endlesdy involved in Brandeis affairs. It wastheir hope that, by living off-
campus, they would enjoy a least aminimal amount of privacy, Spared the
endlessvisits of visiting firemen. But it was not to be. The house resonated

with visitors, official and unofficial, day in and day out. Dad's doors were never
dosad to anyone, from the leedt to the grestest. Perhgps, subliminadlly, he
preferred it that way. His private number was dways listed, and usually he himself
answered the phone.”

During these years the Sechars entertained generations of Brandeis sudents and their parents,
faculty, alumni and valued friends of the University. Countless dinners, luncheons, tees and
meetings provided hospitality for progpective or new Tmdees and for beginning aretiring
faculty members of the University, for Fellows and Presdent's Councilors and members of the
Brandeis University National Women's Committee. Guest lecturers and honorary degree
recipients from every field and from around the globe cameto their door to experience the warm
welcome extended by the Sechars. By <0 doing, the concept of "the Brandeis family" was
expanded as the Sachars rgjoiced in their roles ss "hods a lagt."

Throughout this extended period the Secharsentertained aremarkable number of notable
national and international guests A list of these guestsreeds|like a Who's Who in diplomacy and
atsand letters, particularly in the 1950s and 60s Some visitors, such as Eleanor Roosevdt, who
sarved on the faculty for three years as well as onthe Board of Trudees, retumed often, and felt
9 much a home in the Sachar's house that she would often ngp in an upgtairs bedroom. Mrs.
Secher particularly liked to recall to recal adiner party given for Marc Chagdll during which no
fewer than six languages were usad during the course of the medl; Chagall spesking with Mrs.
Sechar about his persond problemsin Yiddish s that others would not undergand their
conversation.

(continued)
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Dr. Sachar's on David recadls that his father regarded every dinner with avisiting dignitary as
an occason forlearning. Dr. Sechar would not tolerate small talk, or divergent conversations
among his guests. Ever the educator, he would first sssk out the opinions of the most important
visitor, and as the med progressed he would invite regponses and questions from the other guests
in much the manner of ascholarly colloquium.

Although Dr. Sachar sepped down as President of Brandeis University in 1968, he continued to
exert hisinfluence on behaf of the University in hisrole as Chancdllor, and subsequently as
Chancdllor Emeritus. The Trugeesof the University alowed him to continue to live in the
President's House until 1990 when the University purchasad acondominium for the Sachars
dsawhere in Newton. He continued to gpesk to incoming students eech year, and to come to his
office on campusdaily, where he carried on an extendive correpondence with supporters of
Brandeis until just afew weeks before his degth in 1993. He and Mrs. Sachar are buried on the
Brandeis campus in awooded grove adjacent to the Sechar Intemationa Center which housed
his office for many years.

Brandeis presidentswho sucoseded Dr. Sachar lived in other homes purchasad for them by the
University. The University sold off aparcd of the land on Beaumont Avenue in June, 1990,
upon which anew home was subssquently built. The President's House was sold to aprivate
owner in 1990, and was repurchased in 1994 by Brandeis when it retumed to the market a the
same timethat Brandels seventh president, Jehuda Reinharz, was looking for alarger home for
hisfamily.

ARCHITECTURE

66 Beaumont Avenue is one of the larger two-story examples of the expanded bungdow
Craftsman style of architecture that accounts of gpproximately forty per cent of the housesin the
Grove Hill Park areaof Newtonville. It exemplifies the growing prosperity and westward
migration of Boston's population to the suburbsin the early part of the 20th century. This house
isanotably well-preserved example of alarge, comfortable Craftsman-style home in which
hospitality and entertainment can easily be provided in the spaciousinterconnecting rooms. The
Craftsman-Style architectural details, which are well presarved in this property, are displayedin
one of the better-integrated desgnsin the area. Craftaman Style houses make up three per cent

(continued)
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of Newton's housing stock, of which many have been substantidly dtered. Also only afew
have ducco siding while mogt have shingles. The execution of the Arts and Craftsinfluence in
this desgn gppears to be more sophigticated than many. The presumed architect was William
Northrop Dudley according to anotice in the January 10, 1913 Bankers and Tradesmen that old
of the planned congtruction of a2 Vi story succo house on Beaumont Avenue designed by
Dudley. No other house on the dreet fits this description in the correct time period. Assessor's
records and greet directories confirm a 1913-14 construction date for this property. The only

other Dudley design in Newton isabrick commercia block a 430 Lexington Stregt builtin
1915.

(end)
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Name of Propsrty

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 35.000 sg. ft.

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 318880 4680850 3.

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2.

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
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nameftitle Catherine Fallon, Brandeis University, with Betsy Friedberq. NR Director. MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date June 1998
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard . telephone 617-727-8470
city ortown  Boston state Massachusetts .zipcode 02125-3314

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs ofthe property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item atthe request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Brandeis University
street & number 415 South Street .telephone 781-736-4103
city or town Waltham state MA .Zipcode  02254-9110

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This infomiation is being coliected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 etseq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours perresponse including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verbal Boundary Description

66 Beaumont Avenue lies onthe NE corner of Beaumont Avenue and Pragpect Avenue,
approximately three blocks north of Commonwesdlth Avenue (State Route 30). The parcd is
define on Assessor's Map as section 24, Block 009, parcel 0013. The bounderies are the lot lines
of the 35,000 squarefoot parcel.

Boundary Judtification
The present lot shown as Section 24, Block 009, Lot 0013 on Newton's Assessor's Maps isthe
areaof land on which the subject dwelling is Stuated and the lot that is owned by Brandes

University. Adjacent lots are indifferent ownership and not related to the aress of significance
discussed for the University Presdent” House

(end)
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PHOTOGRAPHS

From north eevation, 66 Beaumont Avenue

Eadt elevation, facing Beaumont Avenue

Wes elevation - rear entrance, acoessad from Prospect Avenue

South elevation, showing patio areabdow madter suite and rear 2 Vi story ell with attic
dormer and sscond story deeping porch

1. Caved shutter and baudradedesign. 2. Panding inliving room and front hall
Artsand Crafts style house, built by Dudley in Aberdeen (Brighton), MA

Breakfast room fireplace with pine treetiles and Le Boutellier attribution

Sunroom fireplacewith gull tiles and Le Boutellier attribution

cpoTo
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125. "' The Pines' Tile Decorationfor a Fireplace," designed
by Addison Le Boutillier, c. 1906, G ueby Fai ence Conpany.
(The Brickbuilder My 1906)
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Iff

104. "Ship with Gulls," tile, designed by Addison Le
Boutillier, c.1905 Grueby Faience Conmpany, Boston. (Good
Housekeepi ng August 1905)
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth

Massachusetts Historical Commission
September 29, 1998

Mr. Patrick Andrus

National Regigter of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of the Interior

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Patrick:

Fease acoept the following technical amendment to the Brandeis University President's House, Newton
(Middlesex Co.), Massachusetts, originally listed August 19, 1998. (#98000990)

Feese add ARCHITECTURE to the Aress of Significance, as criterion C is checked.
f

Thank you for your attention in this matter.

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Significance

cc. Catherine Fallon, Senior Communications Officer, Brandeis University
Gretchen Schuler, Preservation Consultant
John Rodman, Newton Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 «(617) /27-8470
'Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090
Website: www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
July 6, 1998 Massachusetts Historical Commission

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regiger of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms Shull:

Enclosed please find the following nomination for:

Brande's President's House, 66 Beaumont Ave., Newton (Middlesex Co.), MA

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been signed by the

Sae Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of property in the Certified Loca Govemment

community of Newton were notified of pending State Review Board consderation 60-120 days
before the mesting.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg, National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

CcC: Hon. David Cohen, Mayor, City of Newton
Stephen Banash, Newton Town Planner, City of Newton
Jehuda Reinharz, Presdent, Brandes University, Watham, MA
Catherine R. Fallon, Senior Communications Officer, Brandes University
John Rodman, Chair, Newton Historica Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
'Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090
Website: v.-\\'y.magnet. daremaus'sec/mhc



