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1. Name of PropﬁNWON

historic name _NA

other names/site number _West Boulevard Historic District

2. Location

" not for publication NA
city or town _Hartford ) vicinity NA

state _Connecticut code CT county Hartford code_003  zip code 06105

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, 1 hereby certify that

this nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion,
the property X meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant

nationally __ statewide __ locally. ( ___ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

/& (01520(’:

Signature @nifying official Date
Jennife niskovich, Executive Director, Commission on Culture & Tourism

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. (___ See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau
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4. National Park Service Certification

1 hereby certify that this property is:

entered in the National Register

____See continuation sheet.

___ determined eligible for the
National Register
___See continuation sheet.

____ determined not eligible for the
National Register

__removed from the National Register

other (explain). p,

3)aal2007

Signature of Keeper Date of Action

5. Classification

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)
__X private
___ public-local
___ public-State
___ public-Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box)
___ building(s)
_ x district
___ site
____structure
___object

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing

88 3 _ buildings
sites
structures
objects

88 3 _Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register NA

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) NA
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6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: _ DOMESTIC Sub:__single dwelling .

— ___multiple dwelling

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: _ DOMESTIC Sub: _single dwelling
__multiple dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)

. LATE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS .

Colonial Revival .

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)

foundation _BRICK, STONE, CONCRETE .
roof WOOD, ASPHALT

walls WOOD, STUCCO, SYNTHETICS .

other
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7. Description

The West Boulevard Historic District is located in the West End of Hartford between and parallel with
Capitol and Farmington Avenues, close to the city line. West Boulevard is 100 feet wide with a central median of
25 feet. Three rows of mature sugar maple shade trees adjoin both sidewalks and run down the center of the
median (Photographs 1, 2). The houses are located on both sides of West Boulevard between South Whitney Street
and Beacon Street and both sides of Rodney Street (Figure 1, District Map). All but one! were built c. 1915/1925.
All are 1-, 2-, and 3-family homes, all but three with garages. All are of wood frame construction, covered with
shingles or clapboards, except four which are covered with stucco?. The houses are similar to one another because
all were built according to a single master plan and all by the same developer and contractor.

Most of the houses are in the Colonial Revival style. Single-family homes predominate on the north side of
West Boulevard and west side of Rodney Street, following the developer’s deed restrictions while two-family
homes predominate on the south side of West Boulevard, again according to information found in the Hartford land
records. Lots are small, about 0.185 acre on the north side of West Boulevard and 0.220 acre on the south. The
representative design in the row on the south side of West Boulevard, outnumbering other designs in the district,
consists of a 2-story building with attic floor, oblong in shape consistent with the proportions of the parcel, with
gable or hip roof. A porch, originally open but now often enclosed, with round or paneled square columns rising
from solid balustrade, runs across the full width of the front elevation. A second-story half porch is common.
Most of these houses have a three-sided bay on one side elevation (Photographs 6, 8, 9, 11,14, 15).

Another variation of the Colonial Revival is shown by houses on the west side of Rodney Street. Fifteen,
19, and 21 Rodney Street are square buildings under gable roofs running parallel with the street, featuring front
attic dormers, 6-over-1 windows, and wide 1-story front porches. All three porches are open, displaying round and
square columns resting on solid balustrades (Photographs 3, 4). Five houses in the district, four one-family and one
two-family, are in the Dutch Colonial Revival style, exhibiting the characteristic gambrel roof, wide shed-roofed
front dormer, pent roof under the dormer, and symmetrical fenestration.’

Other houses exhibit individual features. 907 West Boulevard (odd numbers on the west; even numbers on
the east) is a one-story, single-family Cape Cod cottage. 926 West Boulevard, a 1%-story, single family house, has
the only truncated front gable in the district (Photograph 7). 938 West Boulevard is a single-family eclectic stucco
house, merging Queen Anne and Dutch Colonial Revival antecedents.

1907 West Boulevard.

2The four stucco buildings are 905, 938, 967, and 985 West Boulevard.

3The five are 31 Rodney Street (Photograph 5), 946 (Photograph 10), 956-958 (Photograph 12), 964 (Photograph 13), and 968
(Photograph 13) West Boulevard.
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Inventory

All buildings constructed through the 1920s are considered to be contributing to the historical and architectural significance of
the district. All are in the Colonial Revival style, with the exception of 938 West Boulevard. All are two-story unless otherwise noted.
All are frame. Dates are taken from Hartford Architecture, Volume Three, pp. 197, 201, with exception of 907 and 931-933 West
Boulevard for which assessor’s dates are used. Garages are dated the same as the houses, by visual approximation, save for exception
noted.? There are 48 properties, 88 contributing buildings and three non-contributing.

2-4 Rodney Street 1919 Two-family 25°x 28’ house with gable end to street and cross gables. Synthetic clapboard
siding. Front porch enclosed at both levels.
2-car shingled garage with pyramidal roof.

6-8 Rodney Street 1920 Two-family 21°x 34’ house with gable roof parallel to street. Synthetic clapboard siding. Full-width
enclosed two-story front porch; porch gable toward street. Two entrances, one on side left side
behind front porch, one on front to front porch.
2-car gable-roofed clapboarded garage.

10-12 Rodney Street 1920 Near duplicate of 6-8 Rodney Street.
2-car gable-roofed, shingled garage with glazed doors.

14-16 Rodney Street 1921 Near duplicate of 10-12 Rodney Street.
2-car gable-roofed clapboarded garage.

15 Rodney Street 1923 One-family, 33’x 28’, three-bay wood-shingled house with gable roof parallel to street. Central
front gable-roofed attic dormer. 10°x 25 front porch has four square columns on shingled
balustrade under low hipped roof. Entrance from driveway at left to left end of porch
(Photograph 3).

2-car gable-roofed, shingled garage with glazed doors.

18-20 Rodney Street 1922 Two-family, hipped-roof, 28°x 46 house covered with composition shingles. Two-story enclosed
front porch.

2-car, gable-roofed garage covered with composition shingles.

19 Rodney Street 1923 One-family, 3-bay, 25°x 28’ shingled house with 6-over-1 windows. Gable roof running parallel
with street has two gabled dormers. 16°x 25’ front porch has four round columns on solid balustrade
which is broken for central entrance. Similar to 15 Rodney Street (Photograph 3).
2-car, gable-roofed, shingled garage with doors hinged and glazed.

21 Rodney Street 1922 One-family, 2-bay, 26’x 30’ house with 6-over-1 windows, covered with wood shingles.
Gabled roof parallel with street has central gabled dormer. 10°x 16’ hipped-roof front porch is

4900-902 West Boulevard.
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supported by three shingled columns rising from shingled balustrade with entrance break at right
(Photograph 4).

22 Rodney Street 1921 One-family, 3-bay, 34°x 30’ house with 6-over-1 windows, covered with synthetic clapboards. Two
gabled dormers in gable roof parallel with street. 5’x 8’ gabled front porch supported by two square
posts on clapboarded balustrade.
2-car, gable-roofed, frame garage.

31 Rodney Street 1926 One-family, 47°x 26’ house with 6-over-1 windows, covered with composition shingles.

Central Dutch Colonial block is flanked by 1-story sections, that to the left being a sun porch
(Photograph 5).
2-car, gable-roofed, shingled garage.

900-902 West Boulevard 1925 Two-family, 30°x 48 house with three pair of 6-over-1 windows, covered with wood shingles.
Hipped roof has hipped roof dormer with pair of windows. 5°x 9° gabled front porch is supported
by columns on shingled balustrade.

NC  1940s(V) 3-car gable-roofed, stucco garage.

905 West Boulevard 1915 One family, stucco, 34’x 34°, 4-bay house, with gable end toward street and cross gables.
(AKA 129 So. Whitney St.) Windows at second floor are arranged in 2-1-1 rhythm. Attic Palladian window.

2-car, hipped-roof garage covered with wood clapboards has glazed doors.

906-908 West Boulevard 1924 Two-family, 28’x 50’ house with gable end toward street and cross gables. Synthetic clapboards,
1-over-1 windows, 3-sided bay on west. Two-story porch is fully enclosed, second floor with small-pane
windows.
2-car, gable-roofed garage covered with novelty siding.

NC 907 West Boulevard 1954 (A) One-story, 1-family, 36°’x 27°, gable-roofed, Cape style house covered with synthetic
clapboards. To the left are paired windows, to the right a small-pane tripartite picture window
flanked by 6-over-1s. 5°x 6’ concrete stoop. Considered to be non-contributing because it was built
subsequent to the period of significance.
2-car, gable-roofed garage with glazed doors, covered with wood shingles.

910-912 West Boulevard 1924 Two-story, 3-family, 28°x 46 house with gable end to street and cross gables, bay on east, and
1-over-1 windows. Covered with synthetic clapboards. Enclosed front porch is full width at first
floor, half width to left at second, under hipped roofs.

2-car gable-roofed garage, covered with synthetic clapboards.

911-913 West Boulevard 1922 Two-family, 2-story 36°x 46°, house covered with synthetic clapboards. Hipped roof with central
hipped-roof dormer. Bay on east. 8°x 22’ hipped-roof front porch is enclosed at first floor, and at
partial second floor.

2-car, gable-roofed garage with hinged and glazed doors.

914 West Boulevard 1922 Two-story, 3-family, 29°x 80" house covered with composition shingies. Second floor
color gray, first floor white. Gable end to street with cross gables. Eight-foot-deep full-width
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enclosed front porch at first floor, two-thirds width at second. Second entrance on west
elevation facing Rodney Street has gable roof supported by two round columns. Windows are
1-over-1, 4-over-1, and 6-over-1.

2-car gable-roofed garage covered with composition shingles.

915-917 West Boulevard 1923 Two-family, 28°x 46 house covered with synthetic clapboards. Gable roof to street with
cross gables. Open porch occupies right one-third of first floor; two-story enclosed porch at left,
under gable roof (Photograph 6).
2-car, gable-roofed garage with synthetic clapboards and glazed doors,

919-921 West Boulevard 1924 Near duplicate of 915-917 West Boulevard. Front porch at right is enclosed (Photograph 6).
2-car, gable-roofed garage with synthetic clapboards and glazed doors,

923 West Boulevard 1922 One-family, 28’x 29’ house covered with composition shingles. Gambrel roof parallel with street.
Important front cross gable is truncated. Seven-foot deep full-width enclosed front porch
has shed roofed evocative of a Dutch Colonial Revival effect. Front door off center left. One-story
bays on east and west side elevations. Two 1-over-1 windows at second floor (Photograph 6).
2-car, gable-roofed garage with composition shingles and glazed doors.

926 West Boulevard 1924  1¥%-story, 1-family, 25°x 30” house covered with wooden clapboards. Gable end toward
street with gable peak truncated. Shed-roofed 18’x 13’ open wraparound front porch at right has
gabled front entry. Tripartite 6-over-1 window left; two 6-over-1s at second floor, one 6-over-1 in
attic (Photograph 7).
2-car, pyramidal-roofed garage covered with wood clapboards.

927-929 West Boulevard 1923 Two-family, 27°x 48’ house covered with synthetic clapboards. Bay on west elevation.

Hipped roof has central hipped-roof front dormer with two windows. Enclosed first-floor 8’x 21°
front porch has entrance left. Enclosed second-floor porch is half width, with hipped roof.
2-car, pyramidal-roofed garage covered with wood clapboards has glazed doors.

930 West Boulevard 1920 One-family, 34°x 24° house with gambrel roof and wide shed dormer evoking the Dutch Colonial
style, covered with wooden shingles. Central chimney. 4’x 7’ gable-roofed entry at right with
coved soffit. First floor has central tripartite 6-over-1 window, and pair left. Second floor has a pair
of windows left and right, flanking a small central window.
2-car, pyramidal-roofed, frame garage.

931-933 West Boulevard 1922 (A) Near duplicate of 927-929 West Boulevard.

2-car, pyramidal-roofed garage covered with wood clapboards has glazed doors.

934 West Boulevard 1922 One-family, 36’x 26’ house with gable roof parallel to street, covered with synthetic clapboards.
Hipped-roof, wide enclosed front porch. Three 6-over-1 windows at second floor. Shed-roofed
dormer in front roof slope has three central 6-over-1s.

2-car gable-roofed garage has single wide door, glazed.
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935-937 West Boulevard 1923

938 West Boulevard 1922

939-941 West Boulevard 1923

942 West Boulevard 1919

943-945 West Boulevard 1924

946 West Boulevard 1926

947-949 West Boulevard 1921

950 West Boulevard 1923

951-953 West Boulevard 1925

955-957 West Boulevard 1922

George Zunner, architect Three-family, two-story, 30°x S0’ house with hipped roof, covered with
synthetic clapboards. Entrance is to left in full-width enclosed front porch. Enclosed half porch art
second floor. Hipped-roof dormer in front roof slope (Photograph 8).

One-family, 35’x 30°, gambrel-roofed, eclectic house evoking the Queen Anne and Dutch Colonial
Revival styles, covered with stucco. Central chimney. Lower slope of gambrel partially continues
over entrance at left. 8’x 8’ entrance porch has solid side walls. Tripartite 6-over-1 window at
center of first floor; a pair to the right. These windows are covered by a pent roof which runs from
the entrance porch to the right. At second floor central paired windows are flanked by single
windows; there is an eyebrow window in the roof slope over the entrance.

Near duplicate of 935-937 West Boulevard (Photograph 9).

One-family, 2-story, 27°x 33°, gable-roofed house, covered with synthetic clapboards.
Shed-roofed 9°x 23 enclosed front porch with entrance to right. Tripartite window in front cross
gable. Two-story bays on east and west elevations.

2-car, gable-roofed garage, covered with synthetic clapboards has glazed doors.

Near duplicate of 935-937 West Boulevard, but porch is open and has paneled square posts
standing on shingled balustrade.

2-car, pyramidal-roofed garage covered with synthetic siding.

One-family, 25°x 25 house, covered with wood shingles. Roof is gambrel parallel with

street, but outline of lower gambrel slope continues on side elevations to shed roof at first floor.
Overall effect is Dutch Colonial Revival. Triple windows at right, first floor. 4’x 7’ entrance stoop
has no side railings or walls under gabled hood whose soffit is coved. At second floor paired
windows flank central window (Photograph 10).

2-car gable-roofed wood-shingled garage with glazed hinged doors.

Near duplicate of 935-937 West Boulevard, but has open porch with clustered columns at first and
second floors (Photograph 11).

2-car, pyramidal-roofed garage with hinged vertical beadboard doors.

Single-family Dutch Colonial Revival house covered with wood shingles. Pyramidal-roofed wide
front porch enclosed with glazing. Windows 6-over-1; three in shed-roofed dormer.

2-car pyramidal-roof garage covered with novelty siding. Paneled wooden doors hung on hinges.

Near duplicate of 939-941 West Boulevard, but has open front porch with square paneled posts at
first and second floors.

2-car pyramidal-roof garage covered with composition shingles.
Near duplicate of 935-937 West Boulevard covered with wood shingles. Porch is enclosed but
paneled square posts still in place and visible. One front entrance in porch to left; second front

entrance on east side elevation.

3-car hipped-roof wood-shingled garage.
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956-958 West Boulevard 1921 Two-family, 28°x 54” house covered with wood clapboards, facing both West Boulevard and Regent

959-961 West Boulevard 1920

963-965 West Boulevard 1925

964 West Boulevard 1922

967-969 West Boulevard 1922

968 West Boulevard 1924

971-973 West Boulevard 1921

972-974 West Boulevard 1922

977-979 West Boulevard 1916

Street. Double house with units side by side. Dutch-Colonial-Revival-style features. Gambrel roof
with gable end toward West Boulevard; lower slope of gambrel is almost vertical. Cross gables.
Enclosed full-width porch on West Boulevard has low hipped roof over entrance to left. Three
second-floor 1-over-1 windows in 1-2 rhythm. Small 3-section window in attic (Photograph 12) .

2-car pyramidal-roofed garage covered in wood clapboards; glazed doors.
Near duplicate of 935-937 West Boulevard. Paneled square porch posts in place.
2-car pyramidal-roofed frame garage with hinged, glazed doors.

Two-family, 27°x 48 house, covered with wood shingles. Gable end to street has eave returns.
Cross gables. Bay on west side elevation. 2-story, enclosed front porch to right; eaves of its gable
roof return. Two front doors in porch, to left. One window at second floor over the front doors.
Pair of windows in attic.

2-car pyramidal-roofed, shingled garage

One-family, 22°x 30°, Dutch Colonial Revival house covered with synthetic clapboards. Full-width,
8°x 22’, enclosed front porch under low hipped roof, with door at right. Two pair of 1-over-1
windows at second floor (Photograph 13)

Two-car frame garage.

George Zunner, architect Three-family, 30°x 51°, yellow stucco house. Gable end to street and
cross gables. In enclosed, full-width, 10°x 28’ front porch, with door to left, in two sections, right
one floor, left two floors, each section with its own first-floor cornice. Enclosure accomplished with
small-pane window walls; windows in right section tripartite. Second floor left has three 8-over-1s.
Triple 6-over-6s in attic gable end, which is covered with white clapboards.

2-car, pyramidal-roofed, frame garage.
Near duplicate of 964 West Boulevard (Photograph 13).
2-car, pyramidal-roof frame garage with glazed doors.

Near duplicate of 967-969 West Boulevard but covered with synthetic clapboards rather than
stucco, and without the small panes in porch walls.

2-car, pyramidal-roof frame garage.

Two-family, 26°x 52° house with hipped roof and hipped cross gables. The left cross gable is the
roof of a 3-story, 3-sided bay. Covered with wood shingles. Enclosed 8’x 22’ hipped-roof

front porch, with door right. Second floor of porch is open, under hipped roof, with single window
to left. Porch has paneled posts at both floors. Triple windows at third floor.

2-car, shingled, gable-roofed garage with hinged glazed doors.

Two-family, 29°x 47’ house, covered with synthetic clapboards. Roof gable end is toward street
with eaves returns, and cross gables. Full-width, 8’x 27°, open, two-section front porch with
paneled posts. Door to right under shed roof at first floor. Porch partial second floor, to right, has
four 9-pane windows under hipped roof. Three 6-over-1 windows in attic (Photograph 14).
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978-980 West Boulevard 1916

981-983 West Boulevard 1911

985-987 West Boulevard 1920

Tall, 1-story, gambrel-roofed, red, frame barn with attic loading door.

Three-family, 30°x 51’ house, covered with wood shingles. Roof has gable end to street, with cross
gables. Full-width 10’x 25°, 2-story front porch, with gabled entry to porch at top of steps, right.
Open partial second-floor porch, right, with clustered columns, under gable roof. Tripartite window
left; three attic windows.

2-car, pyramidal-roof, frame garage.

Three-family, 28°x 48 house on brownstone ashlar foundation, covered with composition shingles.
Gable roof facing street returns at the eaves, and has cross gables. Bay on right side elevation. Full
width 8°x 26” front porch is enclosed with small-pane windows. Front door at left.

3-sided bay at right, which continues up through the second floor. Partial second-floor front

porch at left under gabled roof. Right front corner truncated. Central window of three attic
windows is taller than those flanking it, and arched. Appears to be first house on the street of this
general description, and thus prototype for many that followed, particularly on south side of street
(Photograph 15).

2-car, 2 story, gable-roofed, frame garage.

Small, two-family, 29°x 38’ house covered with stucco on small parcel of 0.086 acre. Gable end to
street and cross gables. Partial 8°x 20’ open front porch to left has clustered square posts. Doors
right and left divided by paired 6-over-1s; two windows left. Partial second floor of porch left
enclosed; two windows right. Two windows in attic gable end, which is covered with clapboards.
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Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register listing)

X _A Property is associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in
our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or represents the

work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components lack individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)
A owned by areligious institution or used for religious purposes.
B removed from its original location.
C abirthplace or a grave.
D acemetery.
E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F a commemorative property.
G

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.
Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
HISTORY, ARCHITECTURE .

Period of Significance 1900-1930

Significant Dates 1909 .

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) NA

Cultural Affiliation NA

Architect/Builder George A. Zunner, Sr..
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West Boulevard Historic District is significant historically because it is an example of neighborhood
planning successfully carried out and completed by private development to the master plan of Horace W. Fox. His
plan for layout and character, which reflected the then highly regarded City Beautiful movement, was faithfully
executed for the entire district. Almost all the houses, which are grouped around a carefully planted tree-lined
central boulevard, are in the Colonial Revival style, built ¢.1920s, giving a uniformity of design and integrity of
appearance. The district has survived intact without demolition or intrusion to represent a historically significant
and distinguishable entity>.

The district also reflects the influence of the late-19th-century and early-20-century urban parks movement,
which envisioned a ring of parks around the city, linked by a set of parkways which themselves would add beauty
to the city. West Boulevard is the first of Hartford’s five boulevards to be fully built out (Figure 6) .

Moreover, the district evidences a unique aspect of the historic demographic development of the city. West
Boulevard filled a development gap between the homes of Hartford’s professional class to the north of Farmington
Avenue and the industrial district of Parkville to the south. It drew its residents from the upwardly mobile working
class — independent businessmen, skilled journeymen, and white collar workers seeking to escape the dirt and
grime of the central parts of the city.

History

The land of the West Boulevard Historic District was part of the extensive grounds of Horace W. Fox
(1843-1930), president of Capitol City Lumber Company, who lived in a large house, no longer standing, set well
back at 180 Warrenton Avenue. His lot ran from Warrenton Avenue on the north to the district boundary on the
south, and from South Whitney Street (then Smith Street) on the east to the district boundary, a line short of
Beacon Street then not laid out, on the west (Figure 2). The district lies within those borders.

Preliminary plans for West Boulevard existed at least as early as 1896. The 1896 city atlas shows
Boulevard placed about 100 feet to the south of its present location, curving to the south as it crosses Smith Street
(now South Whitney Street), and joining Capitol Avenue at Sisson Avenue (Figure 2). In his History of Hartford
Streets, F. Perry Close reports that the street appeared on a map prepared for Horace Fox in 1899.6 By then,
however, its western end had moved south to join Boulevard in West Hartford but the remainder of the street had
moved north, giving opportunity for building lots on both its north side and south side (Figure 2A ). In its early
years, the street was variously referred to as West Hartford Boulevard, Boulevard, W. Boulevard, and West Blvd.
The similarity between the 1901 layout (Figure 2A) and today’s district map (Figure 1) is striking.

5See also Andrew Walsh, “The Historical Significance of West Boulevard,” Figure 9, attached.
6Close, p. 118.
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The early maps also show that West Boulevard was originally conceived as part of a longer boulevard,
connecting Prospect Avenue with Forest Street, close to the edge of Pope Park. Indeed, city directories in the early
1900s applied the street name “Boulevard” to the part of Capitol Avenue between Forest Street and Sisson Avenue,
and buildings along that street carried Boulevard street numbers until the 1920s. By 1907, however, the link from
Smith Street to Sisson Avenue had been dropped, apparently reflecting the end of the plan for a boulevard all the
way to Forest Street (Figure 2B).

The first residents of the developed Fox estate were upwardly mobile artisans and white collar workers
seeking to improve their circumstances by moving to the planned neighborhood. Many of them indeed were
successful in improving their status. (See below.) The development was thereby successful not only from a real
estate point of view but also from a social point of view.

The wide street with central median that is West Boulevard jogs to the left (south) at the city line (Prospect
Avenue) into West Hartford, where it becomes a conventional street still known as Boulevard. Frederick C.
Rockwell “laid out the Boulevard (in West Hartford), and planned a four-lane highway with central trolley line.
His grandiose project was never completed,” but Burr give no date.” F. Perry Close in his History of Hartford
Streets speaks of Horace W. Fox’s 1899 plan.8 Speculation suggests that as originally contemplated West
Boulevard in Hartford was laid out a little south of its present location with the intent of continuing as a straight
line to connect with West Hartford’s Boulevard® (Figure 2).

The layout of a wide street with central median and ambitious planting, variously called a boulevard or
parkway, was in line with city and national thinking at the time under the sobriquet of the City Beautiful
movement. Hartford became an early participant in this movement through association with New York architect
and planner, John M. Carrére. His firm prepared a City Plan for Hartford in 1912, one of the earliest city plans in
the nation. “A street is apt to be nothing but a thoroughfare,” said Carrére, “so that we must go and come and
travel upon it without enjoyment, which we must seek elsewhere at given points laid out for this particular
purpose.... But there is no reason why our streets should not be streets and thoroughfares and breathing spaces and
pleasure grounds all in one.”!? In planning the district, Fox and his associates heeded the tenor of the times with a
double roadway, grassy expanse in the central median, and three rows of handsome shade trees forming “breathing
spaces and pleasure grounds all in one.” Hartford created four other parkways in this decade,!! but West
Boulevard stands out because it was planned privately in line with the trend of the times, was the first on which
houses were constructed, and, along with Grandview Terrace, was the first to be fully built out.

TAs built, the street in West Hartford called Boulevard is standard width without median except for two blocks from Trout Brook Drive to
South Main Street. These two blocks are wide and have median, but not the range of mature trees found along West Boulevard.

8Close, pp. 95, 118.

9Perhaps when the trolley line idea was abandoned (nearby Farmington Avenue had a trolled line) Fox modified his plan to that seen in
Figure 3. The change provided for lots on the south side of West Boulevard, thereby increasing the total number of plots Fox could sell.
1OBaldwin, p. 230.

Hwestbourne Parkway, Scarboroough Street, Grandview Terrace Boulevard, and Westerly Terrace. See Figure 5.
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The Fox land was an oasis of open space in the development of the West End of Hartford!2. It was the last
portion of the West End to be built up. In general, houses in the West End to the north of the Fox estate tend to be
larger on more spacious lots, mostly single-family, for a more prosperous clientele than in the West Boulevard
Historic District. A small part of the Fox land was developed in this typical West End middle class/upper middle
class genre, a fact recognized by the West End South Historic District’s southern border which included houses on
the south side of Warrenton Avenue, which constituted the northern edge of the Fox estate. The West Boulevard
Historic District comprises the balance of the Fox land.

In the 1910s Fox sold an occasional lot on Regent and Rodney Streets to individuals, including
Andrew S. Freeburg!3 and Albert Erickson. In one such transaction, for a lot on the east side of Rodney Street, a
condition of the sale was that the buyer “forever would not cut or mutilate any trees now standing.”!4 Such
concern with plant life as an essential component of the neighborhood’s visual ambience indicates that Fox with
responsible for the planting of the three rows of sugar maples along the Boulevard (Photograph 16).

Development did not get under way in earnest until the late 1910s with the emergence of the firm of
Freeburg, Erikson & Felth, Inc. (FEF). In a series of transactions in the early 1920s this firm bought land on both
sides of Boulevard from Fox, built many of the houses, and re-sold them to individual owners. Freeburg’s home
and place of business was in the district at the corner at South Whitney Street (so named in 1914) and West
Boulevard.!> Albert Erickson was a builder who in due course lived at 31 Rodney Street (Photograph 5), while
Carl L. Felth, eventually came to reside at 946 West Boulevard (Photograph 10); he was a foreman for Freeburg.
Thus, all three were local to the neighborhood as was Fox, and seem to have worked closely together with Fox to
begin, execute, and complete the development according to a carefully conceived plan.

The district was deliberately designed to attract a modest but upwardly mobile population. The deeds for
most of the undeveloped lots contained a standard restriction that houses built in the next 20 years must be either
single-family at a cost of at least $6,000 or two-family at a cost of not less than $9,000 (see footnotes 5 and 6 of
Figure 5). At least three lots on the north side of West Boulevard were deed-restricted to single-family usage at a
cost of not less than $6,000.16 The prohibition on apartment buildings and the inclusion of a minimum
construction cost made clear that a certain level of “quality” was to be maintained in this new development and
reinforced the distinction between West Boulevard and the nearby apartment house district on Capitol Avenue.
The emphasis on single-family houses on the north side of the boulevard reflected the planning decision to group
the single-family houses in one part of the development.!7 Moreover, the boulevard served as a barrier to

120ne of the original residents of the district, Margaret White, then 24 years old, in 1925 moved into the single-family house at 19
Rodney Street, where she still lives 80 year later. Interviewed in February 2005, she recalled that her family referred to Rodney Street
as being “out in the country.”

HLR 411/376, 6/16/15

14H1LR 300312, 5/24/04.
5 Freeburg, a sidewalk contractor, seems to have been the leader of the firm. His city directory advertisement is in Figure 6. His home is
is now known as 905 West Boulevard.

16The houses were 926, 946, and 968 West Boulevard.

7Hartford urban historian Professor Andrew Walsh of Trinity College made this point explicitly: “West Boulevard, an open pocket of
land filled in during the period 1915 to 1925, delivered a clear spatial statement, one that goes beyond the gracious median strip, with its
line of maple trees. By the developer’s design, spacious well-appointed two family homes lined the south side of the street. The north
side was lined by modest, but comfortable, single family dwellings.” (Walsh pp. 1, 2.) A similar pattern can be seen in the Grandview
Terrace Historic District in the South End of Hartford, one of the four other Hartford boulevards in which one side of the street is
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encroachment from industrial Parkville.!8 While two streets, Regent and Rodney, permit entry to West Boulevard
from the north, there is no entry from Capitol Avenue to the south at any point in the three-block stretch between
Beacon Street and South Whitney Street. Thus the layout and alignment the district is by no means accidental.

Further cooperation between Fox and Freeburg, Erikson & Felth, Inc., occurred in the financing. In each
sale of land, Fox accepted a mortgage in partial payment, thereby providing working capital that the builder needed
for construction. The mortgages were duly paid off after the properties were sold. In many real estate development
projects financing purchase of the land and cost of construction is a major problem. In the case of West Boulevard,
the arrangement with Fox precluded this problem for the developers.

At about the same time that Fox was selling West Boulevard to FEF, he sold Rodney Street to another
buyer, John A. Farrell, who developed that block. The deeds to Farrell did not include price minimums but did bar
the construction of anything larger than a two-family house. Farrell followed the same pattern as FEF, constructing
only single-family houses on the west side of Rodney Street and, with one exception, only two-family houses on
the east side of Rodney Street. The architectural styles of these houses are similar to those on West Boulevard.

The new West Boulevard neighborhood became home to a developing middle class, reflecting the upward
mobility of the 1920s. An examination of Hartford city directories and the Hartford land records from 1915 to
1930 shows that most residents of the district, and especially most owner-occupants, were businessmen running
blue-collar-based businesses, skilled craftsmen, or white collar workers. In general, the employment level of those
who owned single-family houses tended to be higher than of those who owned two-family houses, although the
difference was not consistent. See Figure 4 and Figure 5.

For example, Ernest Caron, treasurer o the Berlanger Woodworking Co., lived at 923 West Boulevard.
Samuel Nussbaum, secretary of the Bon Tober Sporting Goods Co., lived at 940. William A.. Murray at 968 West
Boulevard (Figure 7) was a heating and plumbing contractor. Charles H. Partridge at 968 West Boulevard was the
chief inspector at New Departure Company. These were all owner-occupied single-family homes. Similarly,
Timothy Fanning at 21 Rodney Street was a department manger. Andrew Freeburg (905 West Boulevard), Albert
Erickson (32 Rodney Street), Carl Felth (946 West Boulevard, and John Farrell (145 Rodney Street) were all
builders. At least two single-family homes were occupied by politically active owners -- William White at
19 Rodney St. was a selectman and Raymond Slocum across he street at 22 Rodney St. was secretary of the Board
of Street Commissioners. Thure Chader, an assembler, initially bought 942 West Boulevard, but within a year he
sold it to Edmund Fothergill, a mechanical engineer who by 1927 was vice-president of the Hartford Gas
Appliance Co. Single-family home owners with lesser job titles included an aligner, a clerk, and a machinist. What
is significant about the homeowners is that they tended to be businessmen who came from working class,
blue-collar backgrounds. The doctors, lawyers, and other white-collar professionals by and large lived elsewhere.

redominately single-family and the other side is predominately two-family.

18 west Boulevard captured the geographic and economic segmentation that was taking place as the region’s population spread out
from the highly concentrated core of the nineteenth century city. West Boulevard represented a new and reachable ‘suburban life’ for
those in the middle of the social structure. West Boulevard was planned to serve as a kind of visual marker of the border between the
West End and Parkville, and so, of the kinds of life led in these two neighborhoods.” (Walsh, p. 1)
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Owners of the two-family houses included some of similar stature, but more appear to have had
wage-earning jobs. For example, along West Boulevard Alfred Bohman (911-913) and George Zwick (919-921)
were machinists. Thomas Gallagher (914 West Boulevard/32 Rodney St.) was a janitor. James Bailey
(915-917 was a clerk. Frederick Duennebier (947-949) was a superintendent and James Girling (931-933) an
assistant superintendent. George Geckler was an estimator. Ernest Nelson (955-957) was a painter.

The address that may best capture the upward mobility of the time and place is 977-979 West Boulevard,
owned by Herman Wahlberg, an early resident of West Boulevard who in 1916 was listed in the City Directory as
the head janitor at the Connecticut Mutual Life Insurance Co. building at 36 Pearl Street, a blue-collar job.
Wahlberg’s sons, Frederick and Clarence, also lived in the house. Frederick was a clerk at Connecticut Mutual and
Clarence was an assistant underwriter at Travelers. Both held white collar jobs that were socially a step up from
their father’s. By 1923, Frederick had progressed from clerk to bond salesman. By 1927, Frederick had moved out
of the house; Clarence had been promoted to underwriter; while Herman, the father, was a city health
commissioner and had advanced from head janitor to assistant superintendent of his building, This pattern of
social status transition was characteristic of those who lived on West Boulevard in its early years.!?

Architecture/Urban Development

Architecture of houses in the West Boulevard District has unity and harmony because the entire
development was carried out pursuant to a single cohesive plan. The lots are of similar (small) size, the mass and
shape adopted make the buildings compatible with one another, and the whole is tied together by the parkway.

The identity of what architect(s), if any, designed most of the West Boulevard District homes is unknown
The usual source of the name of the architect responsible for a building in this neighborhood is Hartford
Architecture, Volume Three: North and West Neighborhoods which record architects’ names systematically from
examination of individual building permits. For almost all West Boulevard District building permits the space for
architect’s name simply is left blank. The fact that George Zunner is the only architect’s name in the Inventory
indicates that his was the only architect’s name recorded??, leading to the speculation that most buildings simply
were constructed by Freeburg, Erikson & Felth, Inc., using knowledge the firm had, proceeding without architects’
drawings.

George A. Zunner, Sr. (1861-1931), the only known architect, left his native Hamburg, Germany, to come
to America. By age 28 he was married and living in New York City. He worked on the German buildings at
Chicago’s World’s Colombian Exhibition (1891-1893), then went to Boston for three years, arriving in Hartford in
1896. He conducted a prolific practice here for four decades, designing primarily working-class and middle-class
houses and apartment buildings. He has the design of more buildings credited to him than any other Hartford
architect. He did other work as well, including the Church of the Sacred Heart (1916) on Ely Street, for a
German-American congregation, where there is stained-glass window, made in Germany, in his memory.

19This case study of upward mobility was identified by Professor Andrew Walsh of Trinity College, whose insights
into the social and demographic significance of the development of West Boulevard are gratefully acknowledged.
20For 935-937 West Boulevard (Photograph 8) and 967-969 West Boulevard.
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The first, and very early, house of the general description of Zunner’s West Boulevard work is 981-983
West Boulevard (1911, Photograph 15). The general configuration of an oblong 2-story building with open wide
front porch and partial second-floor front porch may well not be original to West Boulevard. Such general design
is prolific throughout the city, particularly in South Hartford. Zunner used the hipped roof with front hipped roof
dormer, and similar side dormers. Variations exist on this norm, but perhaps half a dozen houses on the south side
of West Boulevard potentially reflect Zunner influence.
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UTM References
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
A 18 690370 4626710 B 18 690366 4626560

C 18 690100 4626490 D 18 690040 4626600
E 18 690200 4562660

Verbal Boundary Descriofi

The boundary is shown by the heavy line on Figure 1, District Map.

Boundary Justificati

The boundary is the boundary of the portion of the grounds of Horace W. Fox not already included in a historic district.
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Photograph 1

West Boulevard,
General view

Looking southwest

Photograph 2

West Boulevard
General view

Looking southeast

Photograph 3
15, 19 Rodney St.
View northwest

Photograph 4
21 Rodney St.
View northwest

Photograph 5
31 Rodney St.
View southwest

Photograph 6

915-917, 919-921, 923
West Blvd.

View southwest

Photograph 7
926 West Blvd.
View northwest

Photograph 8
935-937 West Blvd
Typical Zunner

View southwest

Photograph 9
939-941 West Blvd.
View southwest

Photograph 10
946 West Blvd.
View southeast

Phatograph 1]
947-949 West Blvd.
View southwest
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Photograph 12
956-958 West Blvd.
(facing Regent St.)
View northwest

Photograph 13

968, 964 West Blvd.

View northwest

Photograph 14
977-979 West Blvd.
View southwest

Photograph 15
981-983 West Blvd.
View southeast

Photograph 16
West Boulevard
East end, c. 1920
View west
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Figure 9.

District Map
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Year Houses Built and Occupations of Residents
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Construction of Boulevards in Hartford, 1899-1930

A. S. Freeburg
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Walsh, Andrew, paper, “The Historical Significance of West Boulevard,” March 25, 2005.



YIN JIHYHO040L ONIGIHIS3A H3a104 v
32208 OQVHO102 ‘HIANIA

'S'N AG IVS HO4
ILYN HLIM S31TdINOD dVIN SIHL

Se8JB UBQIN JO UOISUBIXd Sa3edIpul Jul 8jdind

C661 payps dey

Pa433YJ pial) Jou uoiewou SiyJ- "pasiAaJ Jou SIN0JU0Y)
S92.N0S J3Y10 pue T6AT udye]) sydesdojoyd |elige woiy
pafidwod pueipoom pue sydind ur UMOYS SUCISIASY

133HS 40 ¥3IN3D LV NOILYNII03Q
HLYON DJILINDVYI 2661 ANV Q1dD WiN

dew Sjy} U0 UMOYS SUOIJRAJSS3I B]E]S JO [BUOHEN 3U}

JO S3lepunoq ay} uiylm sduipjoyur sjeald aq Aew aiay|

umoys ase s3uipjing yiewpue| AjUO YOIuM Ul Seaie SBJedIpul Jui} pay
SY1} JaUI0D paysep Aq UMOYS Se }Som Si8lall 8E

pue ynos sid}awW G sauy uoidafoid ay) saow

£861 wnjeq ueduswy YOoN psidipaid 3y} uo adeld of

wnjeq ueslaury YUON /261

anjq ul UMOYS ‘g1 auoz

‘SYo1} plI3 10JBDIBN 9SI9ASURI] [BSIBAIUN JBIBW-O00 T

W3)SAS 3)eulpi00d

Nzuﬂwomwﬂ_%%w_:z mJ._m_m_o_mN STIN_852 JN21}I8UUCY UO paseq sY1} puUS 100400001 "uonaaloid dwodskjo4
i Y961 Pasiney "£v61 skamns ajqejsueld Aq AydesSodo) “TpeT Uaxe)
B e e S sydesdojoyd jeuae woy spoyiaw auswwedoloyd Ag Ajswiuely o
= o— e NS Aaning o1apoan INRIBULOY PuB YYON/SON ‘SHSN Aq j04U0D (%w,o
ooz oot 0 oot " Juswiiedag AemySiH In21}98UU0Y YUM UONRIBAO0I Ul PaSIASY R
z 1 ¥ Aanng |ea18ojoar) ayy Aq paysiignd pue palip3 \Q«,
ERLAR H piofiieH jo A0 pue ABAING |BI180J03E) ay) Aq paddepy &
:Om,\Nv 4 000019 9 s’ oL W Q) vac._m%.—uu -
T :
NG
123
! i L MM
Y aﬂ%o# ; mw
flwﬂh””f’p\\l\e o~ A - PR p—
il {55909 @cvsr 6l s
o999 <k IR a

T wess
ISUING

o) &
(R

| 920

Gota 30

CICl 99 By 05

LA

P55 929+ 0350h9 <1

CULTIh G 2 4y

. FEEE I
11000 ope >~ 7 e Qm,w? w4

AR L FET

*J.\Jwﬂg el
Qvvna2199¢) 1Sam



»is

133IHS

338

J

| G

PUBLIG
%’tfqm Y

© IANIA

0.3‘7 il Lo

onouwn L824 AR 1IN0 OIYTINITY LIDNLS 1SIAM

TTaeeLYiz INAar

40 SINIT sNigYing W 133WLe
L03dsodd %

) :
. g 8 e
Lr'/i - re-gm0n goqiaIINAE 40 93N vanvuna e onunmi 1n3giomi0d AINLIHM AH_J‘_:‘_S___Q__—— &=
v ] 133818 e81-%"10A ~eet I3 AON 755 1] §!é
. -t
. : | %
. w 4o
. 2 3
9 .
of
-
]
g | 2
: ”_y' — L
~ e er s
LR s . ‘48
:’xl 0 ::I ’_, Aliny
IR=1T0A ! Lo
2 L 3IULS feraim o 3 A3NgOYR : 3
v ’ 1t ’Uif ‘*M1I1! é X m § l;“"
. ==l L ey
s F e o ] = ==
: m - s N TR
> i 3 >
> I ol T I =
. —
E EI ; ) R e :E J
] -] » —ire
2 Ay i g
. y ~
) .
- [4 E s A
D—‘__“ som ¥ 41 -
: R 13 ‘N’ ) m °§ . ..
T2 P Bare
- : __s-om odl - >
¢ 1~ .4 Fe e o ar=
& i m—
Hed , [ED = ;
=3 - . Py
[;LL .'. y B
: 5 % _os v e : T 2e
. sanve
.
s |e .
o
n
-
. H
] a
! .
: z
4 = |- .
< A"}
: R 4
> C .
: - . .
L] . \
: H i 139
3. a inoy
. 2 -
H :
3 ™
H s .
-3
L]
& °
-
& -
: z
' <
o
‘I‘B:l‘;\'#‘l:: ‘ 13JHLS e87-» 00 1081°%3 a0 19 SINIY WA L
K
2 N
E o ‘
z 2 -
o a g § l &
&
- .
2 gs g Eﬁ t. -8-4
= 2
w .ﬂ-a ] ]
« =% &2 % ot
™ TE =% 3 £
< ga < % & - )
= R £ k> =
2 2 - 3 -
= - B-] @ gE -
- 1
] A 1
» -3 ig .
. o
. =§

11~ 10A $161°6 AOK 4O NI LT TNAS

!

‘mmo AN ALD ¥ 3INIT 133uL8

1

/



SV AN 9681

LD ‘piopaeH
IOLIISI(] JLIOISIE] PIBAI[NOY JSOAL

Z 231y




TORY.
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4301, Badwell, W,
‘331, Brown, W., laid ont.

345, Standish, W.

Figure 2A
West Boulevard Historic District
Hartford, CT

1901 City Directory
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¢ 108, Russell, E.
¢ 128, Seyms, W.
! 156, Canton, E.
¢ 187, Mather, W,
196, (el North Cemelory.
246, St. Thomas Episcopel ch.
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The Historical Significance of West Boulevard

West Boulevard, the site of a proposed historic district, is historically significant for two
chief reasons.

First, the street, and the planned development that it represents, captured the moment
when the high living standards of the new industrial economy were being translated down to a
large group of white collar and skilled blue collar workers. This is a critical step in the economic
history of the nation and of the region, in the evolution of a consumer society dominated by
homeowners. It heralded the development of a kind of accessible American dream; a good life
lived in low density, “suburban” housing for the white collar families located on the middle
rungs of the economic ladder and for prosperous skilled workers and their families.

In its own way, West Boulevard is as impressive an achievement as its nearby
contemporary, Scarborough Street. After all, the city’s elite had been building large and
impressive housing, in a succession of neighborhoods dating back to Governor Street in the 17®
century. But West Boulevard represented something genuinely new. Because of the blistering
pace of the region’s economic growth in the 1910s and 1920s, there are many streets of the same
vintage as West Boulevard in Harford. A good many of them also served middle class to skilled
blue collar populations. Most of these are in the southern, western, and northern fringes of
Hartford, which were the frontiers of development in the 1910s and 1920s. These middle income
neighborhoods all show a sense of aspiration to share in the good life, but none reflects the
aesthetic sensibility of the City Beautiful movement more than West Boulevard. Three of the five
“boulevards” actually constructed in Hartford turned out to be “middle class” streets of this
vintage: West Boulevard, Grandview Terrace, and Westbourne Parkway. Of the three, West
Boulevard is the most unified in conception and realization, and the best preserved.

Second, West Boulevard captured the geographic and economic segmentation that was
taking place as the region’s population spread out from the highly concentrated core of the
nineteenth century city. West Boulevard represented a new and reachable “suburban life” for
those in the middle of the social structure. West Boulevard was planned to serve as a kind of
visual marker of the border between the West End and Parkville, and so, of the kinds of lives led
in those two neighborhoods. The West End had developed because it lay in the path of a vector
of elite Yankee movement west out of central Hartford. Parkville, in the first quarter of the
twentieth century was an outlying factory village rapidly developing into an urban industrial
neighborhood where workers could walk a few block to the new factories then locating along the
New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad’s right of way, the city’s expansive “factory belt.”
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In its emphasis on home ownership, it represents a kind of dress rehearsal for the explosion of
inexpensive suburban housing that took place after World War II, when new financial and
eventually tax incentives were put into place.

West Boulevard, an open pocket of land filled in during the period 1915 to 1925,
delivered a clear spatial statement, one that goes beyond the gracious median strip, with its line
of maple trees. By the developer’s design, spacious, well-appointed two family houses lined the
south side of the street. The north side was lined by modest, but comfortable, single family
dwellings. The street itself led out to rapidly developing West Hartford, the suburban frontier of
the 1920s.

West Boulevard was built to accommodate and to express the sort of upward mobility
taking place in Hartford in the 1920s. It is also a neighborhood that, characteristically for the
period involved, attracted a mixed population: of mixed income, mixed ethnicity, and, I expect,
mixed religious identity. Occupants from the 1920s included some blue collar workers: a painter,
a machinist, an assembler, and a larger numbers of small business operators, clerks, and
administrators at factories, insurance companies and government agencies. There was even a
professor at Hartford Theological Seminary. The ethnicity of homeowners on the street clearly
varied: there were Yankee and Irish surnames in large number, but also families with German
and Scandinavian names. The address that may capture the time and place best is 977-979 West
Boulevard, owned by Herman Wahlberg, who was listed in the city director as the head janitor at
the Connecticut Mutual Life Insurance Company building at 36 Pearl Street. In 1916, Wahlberg’s
sons, Frederick and Clarence also lived in the house. Frederick H. Wahlberg was listed as a clerk
at 36 Pearl Street, and Clarence worked as an assistant underwriter at the Travelers. Both held
jobs that were a clear step up in social status from their father’s position. By 1923, Clarence had
moved out of the house and Frederick had progressed further, from clerk to bond salesman at 49
Pearl Street.

Andrew Walsh, Trinity College, March 25, 2005



