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25-33 main view of house 

25-29 Detail, rear/end wall corner, right-hand 
chamber 

25-30 Detail: rear w a l l , right-hand chamber 
showing quirked bead on rear plate 
petering out to a f l a t chamfer 
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Gloucester 
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Original T^p.̂ ^p .̂-p 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ,770 

Source s t y l i s t i c analvsis bv A.L. Cummings 

Style F i r s t Period core 

Architect None 

Exterior Wall Fabric shingles/clapboards 

Outbuildings garage and shed 

Major Alterations (with dates) Lean-to addec 
c. 1800. Dormer raised i n rear, front por-
t i c o replaced and enclosed, 1962. 

Condition Good 

Moved No Date N/A 

Acreage less than l acre 

Setting On a high bank overlooking the  

AnnisQuam River. Secluded, residential 

setting. 

Recorded by Anne Gradv 

Organization Boston University 

Dete Ortohpr 19P,5 
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Ccnn&mity: Form No: 
GLOUCESTER 25 

Property Name: Dyke-Wheeler 
House 

Indicate each item on inventoiy foim whi± is being continued below. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The Dyke Wheeler House has i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , 
m a t e r i a l s , and workmanship i n i t s F i r s t Period plank frame, making i t 
e l i g i b l e under C r i t e r i o n C. The house i s s i g n i f i c a n t as one of the 
several dozen plank frame s t r u c t u r e s i n the study area, and i s pa r t 
of a p a r t i c u l a r c o n c e n t r a t i o n of such s t r u c t u r e s i n Cape Ann. The 
presence of some f l a t chamfers i n an otherwise quirk-beaded l a t e 
F i r s t Period frame i s an i n t e r e s t i n g v a r i a t i o n . Whether i t s i g n i f i e s 
t h a t the carpenter i n t e n t i o n a l l y changed the type of frame decoration 
i n mid-stream i s unknown, however. The frame incorporates the only 
quirk-beaded brace known i n the study area and also employs the 
r e l a t i v e l y r a r e ship's knee brace. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Dyke Wheeler house i s a 5-bay wide, 2 1/2 s t o r y plank framed 
s t r u c t u r e w i t h lean-to added c. 1800. The e x t e r i o r , clapboarded on 
the f r o n t and shingled elsewhere, i s ch a r a c t e r i z e d by simple 19th 
century t r i m : p l a i n surrounds f o r sash windows, a one s t o r y enclosed 
porch w i t h an un-ornamented doorway, and p l a i n corner boards. There 
i s a c e n t r a l chimney a t the r i d g e and an e a r l y 20th century one s t o r y 
wing t o the rear. 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

F i r s t Period f e a t u r e s are v i s i b l e i n the r i g h t and l e f t hand 
chambers. Framing i n the r i g h t hand chamber presents an unusual 
combination of q u i r k beading and f l a t chamfering. The end t i e beam 
has an inch wide f l a t chamfer and lamb's tongue stops. Corner posts 
have f l a t chamfers and no stops. The rear p l a t e begins at the end 
w a l l w i t h a f l a t chamfer, but a t h i r d of the way along the beam, the 
f l a t chamfer becomes a quirked bead (see photograph). The r e s t of 
the framing, i n c l u d i n g the one exposed brace, i s quirk-beaded. The 
frame of the r i g h t hand room also incorporates a ship's knee to brace 
the f r o n t chimney post and chimney t i e beam. 

in,-^l;^K^^5^^^"S ^̂ "̂"'̂ ^̂  and rear p l a t e s are exposed and 
quirk-beaded. During restoration of the house, a quirked bead was 
observed on the longitudinal summer beam in th; le?t hand room ?he 
chimney IS original, although altered in the mid 18th century to 
accommodate later fireboxes. ^cjiLury zo 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

r a L f d ° - f i : i n a S e ' l i ' n g a^^d^JS ^ ^ ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ^^"^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
P n e i m g and t r i m , d a t i n g from the mid 18th centur ry. 

Staple to Inventory form at botr O B 
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