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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The George W. Smith Homestead of Mattawamkeag, Maine is a remote but dignified 
example of the Italianate style in a residential context. Built in 1874, the two- 
story house is of frame construction with hipped roof, cupola, two internal brick 
chimneys, bracketed cornice, clapboard siding, and field-stone foundation.

The facade, which faces west, is three bays wide and features a one-story 
porch supported by square posts. This porch covers a central entrance. Fenestration 
throughout the house is 2/2, save for the second-story central facade bay which 
consists of a pair of 1/1 windows. The square cupola is covered by a hipped roof 
with finial; each side of the cupola contains an arched four-light window. The 
sides of the house are two bays wide.

Extending from the rear of the house is a one-story ell which features an 
enclosed porch facing south. At the end of the ell is a large, 1%-story barn. 
This gable-roofed structure extends southward from the end of the ell and has barn 
doors facing west. The most distinctive element here are two large gabled dormers 
(6/6) above the doors.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This handsome Italianate structure stands alone In the town of Mattawamkeag 
as the only residence of any serious architectural merit -and as such is a commonly 
accepted local landmark. Perhaps Because of its remote location, the Smith House 
has remained virtually unchanged as have its ell and barn. Although not a rare or 
distinctly outstanding example of its style in the state as a whole, it presence, 
because of its size and elegance, is strongly felt as a contrasting element in a 
small and generally unimpressive community.

The great grand father of the present owner, Asa Smith, was one of the first 
settlers in this community on the east bank of the Penobscot River and served as a 
State Senator from Penobscot County. He was a successful merchant and built a 
large combination store and residence on the main street (now gone) . His son, 
George, built the present house in 1874 and carried on his fathers business. He 
served as postmaster for most of his adult life and became the local "sage" in 
his later years.

Important because of its location and because it has remained unaltered, the 
George W. Smith house emerges as an outstanding residence.
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