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f AND ORIGINAL (if Jcnown,) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

louse is the product of a union between a 1798 brick cottage 
.840 Greek Revival mansion. As you approach the house from ;

front, an imposing 3% story elevator is presented. The Greek 
Revival style is represented by the 1-story porch/ in the style of 
a small temple and a widows* walk on the roof peak.

The bricks, which were made on the premises for a period of 
1% years before the house was begun, are laid in an American Bondw 
The columns are hand-carved Corinthian style. Each of the front 
four is carved from a single tree trunk. These are the only Corin­ 
thian style columns in the_SputhJSranch Valley. The speculation 
is that the builder, C^elizl^eymour^imported a wood carver from 
the east coast to make them. A local craftsman would have been 
asked to produce these columns again and again for the affluent 
families who were just embarking on their second stage of house 
building in the valley. The first stage produced Fort Pleasant, 
Willow Wall, and Hickory Hill; -this period lasted from 1790-1812. 
The second stage of historic building in Hardy County was to produce 
a series of elegant Greek Revival homes of which Mill Island was 
the most splendid.

The facade is a very simple arrangement of brick and wood. 
The basement windows are three feet high, which makes the basement 
light, airy, and very liveable. In years gone by, many of the 
house servants did, in fact, live in the basement. The main floor 
is lighted by windows that are 12 feet high with almost all of the 
original glass still in place. The second floor windows are 8 
feet high. The ceilings in the second floor rooms are not as high 
as the first, but are still very grand.^The third floor, at first 
glance, would seem impossible to use. (The architectura].trick of 
eyebrow windows helps" Conceal the height of the facade^) *fhe third 
floor contains three huge rooms with a ceiling height of 7 feet. 
The eyebrow windows are at knee level and do not make the rooms 
particularly bright or attractive, but the .builder,-Felix Seymour, 
probably did not care, since the space was to be used only as a 
house servant dormitory.

The restrained quietness of the exterior hardly prepares the 
Visitor for the beauty of the interior. As the guest enters the 
front door, he steps into a front hall of remarkable proportions. 
The fifteen-foot-high ceilings on the first floor are needed for 
the heavy cornice work above each door and window. There is a 
15' x 17' reception area in the front hall which leads to the 
staircase. The staircase ismpartially flying oval stair that 
reaches all the way to the third floor. F.irom the ceiling of the 
third floor a large lantern, now electrified, hangs to li,ght the 
stairs as it did in Felix Seymour's day. Each stair has an end 
piece fashioned in an elongated Greek key design. Leading into 
the hall are four doorways, each with a heavy cornice carving in 
a restrained elegance. To the right of the hall is the huge room 
(18* x 40') known in earlier days as the "ballroom," which is now 
referred to as a "drawing room." This room is finished with the 
same kind of heavy cornice work afeove each door and window, but 
this time made more elaborate by the addition of a dentil mold
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Continued from 7 Description--
just under the top crown molding. The floor of this room, as well 
as all other rooms in the house, is made of 1%" heart pine laid over 
12-inch center beams (each beam is 4 inches wide).

The fireplaces in the ballroom are very simple, rusticated, 
ionic-capped posts in slight relief. There are two such mantels, 
each serving half of the room. There is no evidence to substantiate 
the supposition that at any time could the room have been divided.

On the opposite side of the hall are two large parlors. They 
contain the same heavy cornice work and plain mantels as the hall, 
which blend well with the door and window moldings but do not compete 
with them.

The dining room is in the 1798 portion of the house. The 
ceilings are not as high nor is the woodwork as elegant. The kitchen 
used to be in the basement, directly below the dining room. Around 
1870 a dumbwaiter was installed to serve the foods promptly from 
below. The dumbwaiter booth and the bell for service still exist 
in the corner of the room.

The upstairs has five major bedrooms, a sleeping alcove, a 
large hallway sitting room, a huge library, and two baths. In all, 
there are some 18 rooms with fireplaces and three rooms without.

At present the house is the property of Mr. and Mrs. Donald 
Pryce-Jones. They have furnished it with French and Italian 
Antiques from the 15th., 16th., 17th., and 18th..Centuries. Such 
a combination of rare and ancient furniture and a country Greek 
Revival home might cause a resounding clash of style, but it 
says so much for the house, "Mill Island," and its owners' taste, 
that everything looks at home .and just as if., each, had always been 
waiting for the other.

Continued from 8-. Significance--
the Civil War. It was removed in the early 1900's because of water 
seepage into the cracked bricks there.

As a living statement of the hospitable ways of a planter's 
aristocracy, the house has great social and historic significance, 
As a present example of a repository of antique Italian and French 
furniture and art, the house now has unparalleled artistic signi­ 
ficance for West Virginians.

The house has been open to the public yearly on the Annual 
Heritage Weekend Tour of Hardy County. It is the firm conviction 
of most of those on the tour that "Mill Island" is of outstanding 
meaning when viewed as a representative of a way of life long gone.
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"Mill Island," more than any other home in the South Branch 
Valley, is a social statement of a way of life that is remem^ere^d 
in many a sticky romance of the "gone are the days" type. The 
home was built as.evidence of the social .qualifications of-Felix 
Seymour. He had made a successful marriage to Sidney McNeil of 
Willow Wall. Her home was, and still is, the grandest architectural

 achievement in the South Branch Valley. Sidney McNeil's family 
was the most wealthy and influential family of the valley at the 
time of her marriage. The Seymours were only second generation 
"Johnny-come-latelys" of good breeding, good political connections, 
and well-to-dd, but still not one of the "Old" families. At 
the time of his marriage, all that Felix Seymour had to offer 
Sidney was seven hundred acres of prime valley land, a great deal 
of money, a family myth of connection with Jane Seymour's family 
of Henry VIII fame, and a brick cottage of five rooms.

"Mill Island" was built as a suitable background for the social 
._ success that Felix and Sidney Seymour were to achieve. The great

ballroom, reception hall, parlors and huge dining room were constantly 
full of dances, entertainments and magnificent dinners. The hos­ 
pitality of "Mill Island" became a living legend. Friends and 
relatives came to spend an hour or a year; it didn't really matter, 
for there was plenty of room, plenty of food and the service 
never faltered.

A local unpublished diary of a young 15 year old girl, dated 
1854, describes a romp held for Felix and Sidney's oldest daughter:

The young ladies entered by the front foor, the young men by 
the side door. As each came in, they were given a string to follow 
as it wound T round and 'round through the house. Somewhere in the 
house each girl met the young man who was following his end of 
the same string. He became her dinner partner and escort for the 
evening.

During the Civil War the house was but slightly damaged, 
possibly because it was far out of the way. It was often used as

- a hospital for members of the Confederate raiders known as McNeil's 
Rangers. One of the Miss Seymours married during the war in a 
wedding of great elegance for war time. The dancing and dining 

., went on till dawn.- The house was always open to folks from Moore- 
field who were suffering from "war Berves." During the Civil War 
the town was often full of Union soldiers and the ladies of 
Moorefield were firm Confederates. One cannon ball in the upper 
right wall of the house was the only sign that the house bore of
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
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forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

ATTEST:

Title St Liaison Officer

Date March 26, 1973 Date

6P 0 9 0 I .0 87


