
Form No. 10-300 (Rev. 10-741 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

DATA .̂ '-̂ ^̂ET 
rOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED'" 

DATEENTERED 

9^ T'iO 
4. WE 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOWTO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

I NAME 
HISTORIC Marblehead Fort or Fort on Gale's Head 

AND/OR COMMON 

Fort Sewall (preferred) 

[LOCATION 
STREETS. NUMBER Promontory ca l led Fort Sewall 

_ N O T FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN 

Marblehead , VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

s i x t h 
STATE 

Massachusetts 
CODE 

025 
COUNTY 

Essex 6Qf 
CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
_ D I S T R I C T 

_ B U I L D I N G ( S ) 

—STRUCTURE 

_ S I T E 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

i P U B L I C 

—PRIVATE 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
— I N PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 

— O C C U P I E D 

J L u N O C C U P I E D 

— W O R K IN P R O G R E S S 

A C C E S S I B L E 
—YES: RESTRICTED 

X - Y E S : UNRESTRICTED 

_ N 0 

P R E S E N T U S E 
AGRICULTURE 

—COMMERCIAL 

EDUCATIONAL 

—ENTERTAINMENT 

GOVERNMENT 

INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 

— M U S E U M 

^ P A R K 

—PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—RELIGIOUS 

—SCIENTIFIC 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER: 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME Town of Marblehead 
STREET & NUMBER 

Abbot Ha l l 
CITY. TOWN 

Marblehead VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Massachusetts 01945 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. • Town Off ices 

STREET & NUMBER 
Abbot Ha l l 

CITY. TOWN 
Marblehead 

STATE 

Massachusetts 

[IREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
'̂̂'•̂  Inventory of the Historic Assets of the Commonwealth 

DATE 

1970 -FEDERAL J ^ T A T E —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS Mas.qachusetts H i s t o r l c a l Commission 
CITY, TOWN 

Boston 
STATE 

Ma.q.qar^husetts 



•I 
DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED ..UNALTERED J^ORIGINAL SITE 

-XGOOD —RUINS X_ALTERED —MOVED DATE. 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

There i s no detailed description of the original Fort Sewall. A 1744 
description states that "the town battery ... i s bu i l t upon a rock, naturally 
well f o r t i f i e d , and mounts twelve large guns." The fort»s location was 
indeed a natural one. I t s guns stood on an elevated position,.providing 
an effective f i e l d of f i r e over the entrance to Marblehead Harbor. In 1811 
Fort Sewall was described as "an enclosed work of masonry and sods, mounting 
eight heavy cannons, covered by a block house, a brick magazine and barracks 
for foirty men and officers." 

At present, the Fort Sewall site i s a public park. Located on the westem 
side of the harbor, the site i s roughly rectangular, with private dwellings 
fenced off from the park at i t s eastem end. Access to the park i s provided 
by Fort Sewall Road which reaches a dead end at the park's entrance. A path 
with numerous benches overlooking the harbor has been constructed around 
the perimeter of the site. Two significant features associated with the 
fort's military function remain. A mound 15 feet high rises sharply at 
the northwest end of the f o r t . Probably a magazine, i t i s covered with 
earth and sod and has an entrance on i t s eastem side. Immediately to the 
south of thi s magazine i s a long rectangular structure of brick, 60 feet by 
20 feet, roofed with earth and sods. This structure was probably a prison 
and storage area and may have been the site of gun emplacements. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Fort Sewall (originally named Fort Head) i s significant as an early coastal 
f o r t which served as an important military defense for over 300 htindred years. 
From the time of the establishment of i t s f i r s t fishing station (I629), Marblehead 
worried about attacks from the sea, especially from the French and the Dutch. 
The town's fishing and trade was so successful that i n 166O the King's Agent 
reported i n London that "Marblehead was the greatest town for fishing i n New 
England." I t s obvious prosperity brought pirates offshore and the upkeep of 
the 1644 breastwork became a constant necessity. 

In the three Canadian wars, Marblehead, an outstanding seaport, was expected 
to provide large numbers of ships and men. The Fort had to be on constant 
alert against French attack. I t also served to house French prisoners. 

As the tumult for independence grew, Marblehead patriots were among the most 
active and otttspoken. Rumors spread that the Birtish might bum th^^ebellious 
seaport; to combat this possibility, the townspeople i n 1775 anc|^T76 rebuilt the 
Fort and had their cannon i n clear view (thoiigh often they had no powder). 

Marblehead ceded their old Fort to the new nation i n 1794 and watched the entire 
headland become an important base. During the War of 1812, the Fort became 
prominent i n coastal defense. I t was during this war i n I814 that the Marblehead 
for t was renamed Fort Sewall i n honor of Samuel Sewall, Chief Justice of the 
Massachusetts Supreme Court who died i n 1814 and who had been a resident of 
Marblehead. On April 3f I814 the Fort's guns protected the U.S.S. Constitution 
and permitted her to escape capture by the British frigates; thus the ship was 
saved to continue the fight and later to become a National Historic Landmark. 

Fort Sewall was reb i i i l t during the Civil^War and used for coastal defense and 
military training. Plans were to activate i t for the Spanish-American War, 
but the war concluded before this was necessary. The Fort remained i n government 
ownership u n t i l 1922 when i t was ceded back to the town for use as a park. 
Fort Sewall i s i n i t s fourth century and has played an integral part i n the 
history of the town, the state and the nation. 
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