Form No. 10-300 (Rev. 10-741 mm v
-
| ]

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR fOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES RECEVEP”
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM DATEENTERED 4 WE
o T'iO '
SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOWTO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGI\ISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

|NAME
HISTORIC Mar bl ehead Fort or Fort on Gal e' s Head

AND/OR COMMON

Fort Sewall (preferred)

[LOCATION
SRETS NVER Promontory called Fort Sewall

_NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

Mar bl ehead , VICINITY OF sixth
STATE CODE COUNTY f
Massachusetts 025 Essex 6Q
CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENTUSE
_DISTRICT iPUBLIC —OCCUPIED AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
_BUILDING(S) —PRIVATE JLUNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL APARK
—STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK INPROGRESS EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE
_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT  —RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT —IN PROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC

—BEING CONSIDERED X-YES: UNRESTRICTED INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION
_NO —MILITARY —OTHER:

OWNER OF PROPERTY

NAVE Town of Mar bl ehead

STREET & NUMBER

Abbot Hall
o TOW'GHI’ bl ehead VICINITY OF Massac hslngeE'[ ts 01945
LOCATION OFLEGAL DESCRIPTION

REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. ¢ van Off Ices

STREET & NUMBER

Abbot Hall

CITY. TOWN STATE

M arblehead Massachusetts

[[REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
Anr I nventory of the Historic Assets of t he Commonweal t h

DATE
1970 -FEDERAL JATATE —COUNTY —LOCAL
DEPOSITORY FOR

SRE RFETHE Mas.gachusetts Historlcal Commission

CITY, TOWN STATE

Boston Maq.gar*husetts



DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED .UNALTERED JMORIGINAL SITE
-XGOOD —RUINS X_ALTERED —MOVED DATE.
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

There i sno detailed description of theoriginal Fort Sewall. A 1744
description states that "thetown battery ... i sbuilt upon a rock, naturally
wel | fortified, and nounts twelve large guns.” The fort»s |ocation was
indeed a natural one. |tsguns stood on an el evated position,.providing

an effective field of fire over the entrance t oMarbl ehead Harbor. | n 1811
Fort Sewal | was described as "an encl osed work of masonry and sods, nounting
ei ght heavy cannons, covered by a bl ock house, a brick magazi ne and barracks
for foirty nen and officers."”

At present, theFort Sewall site i sa public park. Located onthe westem
side of the harbor, thesite i sroughly rectangular, with private dwellings
fenced of f fromthe park at its eastemend. Access t othe park i s provided
by Fort Sewal | Road which reaches a dead end at t he park's entrance. A path
wi th nunerous benches overl ookingthe harbor has been constructed around

the perimeter of the site. Two significant featuresassociatedwiththe
fort's mlitary function remain. A nound 15 feet highrises sharply at

the northwest end of the fort. Probably a nagazine, it i scovered with
earth and sod and has an entrance onits eastemside. Imediately to the
south of this magazine i sa long rectangular structure of brick, 60 feet by
20 feet, roofedwith earth and sods. This structure was probably a prison
and storage area and nay have been the site of gun enpl acenments.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Fort Sewal | (originally naned Fort Head) i s significant as an early coastal

fort which served as aninportant military defense for over 300 htindred years.
Fromthe time of the establishment of itsfirst fishing station (1629), Marbl ehead
worried about attacks fromthe sea, especially fromthe French andthe Dutch.

The town's fishing andtrade was so successful that in 1660the King' s Agent
reported i n London that "Marblehead was the greatest town for fishing i n New
England.” |t s obvious prosperity brought pirates offshore andthe upkeep of

the 1644 breastwork becane a constant necessity.

In the three Canadian wars, Marblehead, an outstanding seaport, was expected
to provide large nunbers of ships and nen. The Fort hadto be on constant
alert against French attack. 1t also served t ohouse French prisoners.

As the tumult for independence grew, Marblehead patriots were anmong the nost
active and otttspoken. Runors spread that the Birtish mght bumth”*ebellious
seaport; t oconbat this possibility, the townspeople i n 1775 anc|~T76 rebuilt t he
Fort and hadtheir cannon i n clear view (thoiigh often they had no powder).

Mar bl ehead ceded their ol d Fort t othe newnation in 1794 and watched the entire
headl and becone an inmportant base. During the Vér of 1812, t heFort becane

prom nent in coastal defense. |t was during this war i n 1814 that the Marbl ehead
fort was renamed Fort Sewal | in honor of Sanuel Sewall, Chief Justice of the
Massachusetts Suprene Court who died i n 1814 and who had been a resident of

Marbl enead. Qn April 3f 1814 the Fort's guns protected the US S Constitution
and permtted her to escape capture by the British frigates; thus the ship was
saved to continue the fight and later to becone a National Historic Landnark.

Fort Sewal |l was rebiiilt during the Civil"Wr and used for coastal defense and
mlitary training. Plans were t oactivate i tfor the Spani sh-Anerican Vér,

but the war concluded before this was necessary. The Fort remained i n government
ownership until 1922 when i t was ceded back to the town for use as a park.

Fort Sewall isinits fourth century and has played anintegral part in the
history of the town, t hestate andthe nation.
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