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1. Name
tiistoric Saugii.s Tomn Hall
and orcommon same
2. Location
dregt & number Central Street NA notfor publication
city, town Saugus _NAvicinity of
state Massachusetts code 025 county  Essex ' code 009
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district X public X occupied agriculture museum

X building(s) private unoccupied commercial park

structure both work in progress educational private residence

site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious

object in process X vyes: restricted X government scientific

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner off Property
hame Town of Saugus
dregt & numberCentral Street
city, town Saugus JAvicinity of sae Massachusetts
5. Location off Legal Description
courthouse, regigtry of deeds, etc. Essex County Registry of Deeds
street & number 32 Federal Street
city, town Sdem dae Massachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

titte Massachusetts Historical Commission has this property bean determined digible? yes X _no
Inventory
date 1967 federal x state county loca
_ Massachusetts Historical Commission,
deposgitory for survey records O Boylsfnn Streed®

Boston, MA
city, town state



7. DeSCF | ption Saugus Town Hall, Saugus, MA

Condition Check one Check one
excel | ent deteriorated unal tered original site
good ruins N altered noved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Saugus Town Hall is an inmpressive and locally inmportant exanple of High Victorian style
architecture. Built in 1875 the 2h story structure with aipartially.excavated, u
coursed granite basenent is faced with flush wooden board and capped with a steeply
pitched conpound gable roof in an H configuration. The building's picturesque massing
is further enhanced by two tent roof cupolas with finials; one promnently located at
the front, and one placed at the rear. The roof is sheathed with banded decorative
green and grey slate tiles. The cornice is bracketed and a wealth of Victorian
ornamentation adorns the facades. Elongated windows on the first story have
bracketed hoodnoldings and panelled lintels. Mst second story windows are sur-
mounted by decoratively incised, bracketed wood pedimented hoodnol ds. The central
banded mul tiple w ndow arrangenment on the second |evel of the front (west) facade has
a bracketed pedinented hoodnold with a gable fan and nuch incised and applied
detailing on surrounding wi ndow el ements. Attic w ndows include tw dornered w ndows
with gable trimand two small triangular windows on the front facade of the building.
A wooden water table and panelled coursing separate the basenent avd first levefl,
while flushboard coufSing divides the first fromthe second level. Three main
entrances, one on the front (west) and two on the side (north and south) facades,

are defined by granite stairs with scalloped foot rails and elaborate col umed
porches with bracketing and modillions.

The building' is oriented at a northeast angle facing a town square. Located on the
Town Hal | grounds are several menorials: World Wr |, Vietnam and a time capsule,

The building has a remarkable degree of integrity. All exterior work, with the
exception of plugs for blown-in insulation and alum numsiding and wi ndow alterations .
at the. rear, appears original.

The interior is in good condition and retains nmany of itsoriginal details and
layout. Particularly noteworthy is the craftsmanship and detail in the main |obby,
Staircases, town neeting hall, gall erl_Y, and stage areas of the building.

Upon the 1877 dedication of the TownHall, various town of fices such as sel ectnen,
town clerk, treasurer and school coranittee were located in the first story space.

The nain maetln?_hall with gallery and stagewvas located on tiie second story. Today,
nuch of this office space remains on the first floor although additional interior
partitioning on both levels to create nore of fice space beganin the 1960's and con-
tinued throughout the 1970's. No original decorative material such as roof trusses
or ante-roons have been destroyed. The new of fice space created i n the second

floor neeting hall is contained innine foot high Bartm oned and ceilinged units
bui I't by vocational education strudents. The townbuilt these offices as an energy
efficient solutionto the probl emof heating the large neeting hall. \dhile not
necessarily sensitive, the alterations are of a reversible and non-detrinental nature.
In 1977, the town allocated $5,000 for repairs and it vas at this time the rear
facade was sided with al mLnun and the building vas insulated.

The mnor alterations which have ocurred i n the building are reversible and recent.
A exterior plaque located on the south side of the main (west) stair com
nenor at es a Vrks Prosress Adorinistrationproject of 1938-39. The scope of the
project was mnor and little information exists detailingthe project.



8. Signifficance Saugus Town Hal |, Saugus, M\

Period Areas ef Significance—Checkand justify below o
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric X community planning landscape architecture re“g' on
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law Scl ence
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature scul pture
1600-1699 architecture education military socl aI_ _
1700-1799 art engineering music hunani tari an

_X: 1800-1899 commerce exploration settlement phlllpsophy theat er _
1900- communications industry politics gover nent transportation

invention ot her (specify)

Specific dates 1875 Buil der/Architect Lord & Fuller

Stat enent of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Saugus Town Hal |, located in Saugus Center, attains significance with respect

totvo NRP criterion - AandC The Town Hal |, as aniirportant civic building

and as acenturally located stjoicture, directlyrelates to the devel opnent of the
Saugus coitnunity; viiile, as aniirpressive and inportant exanple of the Hgh Victorian
Style designed by regionally not:eworthy architectural firmLord &Fuller, the building
achieves archirectural distinction,

The Town of Saugus was originally divided intotJiree sections - Saugus Center,

East Saugus, and Cliftondale. Wile the East Sai s andCliftondale sections of t he
t own expanded t hrough shoe manuf act uring and t obacco- grow ng respectively, Saugus
Center devel oped through the production of both shoes andwool en goods, as wel |

as other manufacturing enterprises including ahair factory

viiich processed animal hair for useas anadditive for plaster andfor weaving into
textiles. Inaddition, transportation fostered the cccnnercial andcivi ¢ devel opnent

of the Center. At md-19th century the Saugus Branch of the BostX)n and Mai ne Railroad
had extended fromMai den, the Saugus Station was |ocated on Central Street three

bl ocks frcmCentral Square, the heart of Saugus Center. Central Sguare was the irajor
intersection of routes north frcmBoston to Salemand i t connected with the New

bury Tunpi ke. Al these factors produced great |ocal growh.

Ihe txfwn of Saugus erected itsfirst Town Hall on Min Street (near the square)

in 1837. The GQeek Revival style structure, nowhone to acivic group, was |ater
noved to Taylor St. was built to serve a comLinity of 750, v*ich by the |ast
quarter of the 19th century had grown to nore than 2,000. Anewtown hall was built

in 1875to0 serve"...the needs of a progressive and grow ng manicipality". At the
sane tine that the Saugus Tcwn Hal | was built to fulfill governmental functions, the
Town' s high school was beccmng i nadequate to a growi ng school population. |t was
therefore proposed to have the Town Hall also serve as a "Hgh School House". |t vas
al so deened nost efficacious to house the Public Library within the san@ building.

Cont i nued



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences

Saugus Town Records
Boston Public Library Files
Saugus News, March 3, 1877

Hurd, D Hamlton, History of Essex County, Philadel phia, 1888.
Haley. P. and Siiapus RnarH nf Splprl-mpn® VeQ™ caip.,c Tr-a*l* AM>-t

10. Geographical Data Saugus, 1938,

Acreage of nominated property less than 1 acre

Quadrangle name Bn.stnn Nnrt-h Quadrangle scale 1-25,000
UT M References

“LIir MMM 7iftinl Uivinnh iftind B ] JL
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting NoT t hi ng —
ol DLJ LLL | e | o | o
U e IL F e )
GLi. J L H + L J—

Verbal boundary description and justification The property i sbounded on t he west by Central St., on
the north by Taylo St., and on thesouth by Whodbury Street. The east boundary i s contiguous
with theproperty line dividing theTown Hall and t hePolice Station at t heeastern endof

the block defined by Central, Taylor, Wodbury and Foster Sts. Boundaries areclear with

?0''thri 875 "' A A
state  NA code county Victor™, ™ Structure.

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte Kevin Murphy, Susan Hollister, Jon MacClaren, Mary Malaguti, Private Consultants

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission dae March 1985
dreet & number 80 Boylston Street tdephone 617-727-8470
City or town Boston, date Mass,

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date " 2
For NPS use only
| hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register
fnt>red I nthe
National Bfiglater date
Attest: date

Chief of Registration

GPO «»4-78B
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I'n June, 1874 the Building Com ttee was charged with finding "the itiost eligible"

location for the -om Hall. Later in the sane year, at town meeting, awarrant was

proposed to irove the adjacent ol d Toan Hal| and H gh School onMin Street andto

build the newTown Hall ontheir fontier |ocation. Evidently the cannittee decided

this site was not sufficiently prcxrdnent for the new TounHall. In June of 1874 a site

was selected at the comer of Central Street and Vdodbury Avenue. The Town Hall coul d

rise at this inportant junction vtere an "island" inthe intersection provided a |ocatior
| for iionunants that, with the Town Hall, could create a syntolic civic "center".

The location of the Town Hall at Saugus Center met with considerable controversy. East

Saugus residents felt that the Town Hall should be located in their neighborhood and

contenpl ated separating frcm Saugus and incorporating as the independent town of "\fest-

port". Qpposition to the newTown Hal | was quelled vitien, at a special town neeting,

It was voted to extend water pipes to East Saugus as a placating neasure.

The Town Hal | continued to house the Library tmtil the first decade of the twentieth

century vAen a newfree-standing library building was built onthe other side of

Central Sguare continuing the municipal nature of the space. The Hi * School continued

to operate inthe Town Hall until tlte ctnr of the century. The BuAJing still

serves as town of fices. t

The Saugus Town Hal | is distinctiveinitsdesign andrepresents the skill andability
of aBoston architectural partnership very active in Essex County andthe City of
Boston. Built in 1875, the Town Hall incorporates the excessive concemfor detiail-
ing, the picturesque massing, andthe materials cannon to the Hgh Victorian style

of architecture. Thebuilding's aeslJietic inportance to the town was noted as early as
Its dedication onMarch 1, 1877, v"en cerenony speakers st:ated that the building
"woul d carpare favorably wtJi anyof itskind inthe vicinity". The Saugus Town
Hal'I, along with the Topsfield Town Hall which was designed by the sane firm renains
significant asoneof arelativelysmll nuntaer of Hgh Victorian exanpl es of civic
architecture in Massachusetts. Built in wood and exuberantJ.y decorated, the building
conl:rastswith the myjority of the state's Town Halls vliichwere built in the

1880s and 1890s and viiich appear nassive in their brick and stone const:ruction and
heavy R chardsoni an Ronanesque det ai | i ng. The school ' s architects, Lord and Fuller,
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMf NT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Saugus Town Hall
Ess=x County

MASSACHUSETTS

Working No. fca
Fed. Reg. Date:
Date Due: ~ [ j P/

, Action: -"NEPT
UJi resubmission Ent t red int he CRETURN
» nomination by person or local government National .-fegis.ter REXECT.

O owner objection
O appead

Substantive Review: e sample * request

Reviewer's comments:

.technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below

Nomination returned for:

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status
APublic Acxuitition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? *  yes * no

7. Description

Condition Chak one

excellent 0 deteriorated unaltered
O good cn ruins altered
o fair CD unexposed

Describe tha present and original (if known) physical appearance

O summary Faragraph
O completeness

e clarity
e alterations/integrity
o dates

e boundary selection

Federal Agency:

CD NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one
e original site
moved date.

A~J>yo 'tP-?



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

cn completeness

CD clarity

cn applicable criteria

CD justification of areas checked

cn relating significance to the resource

+ context

cn relationship of integrity to significance
cn justification of exception

» other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of hominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. Stats Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature
title

13. Other

* Maps
cn Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet






























QQUn o Naugufi

TOWMN  HHALL
SAUGUS, MASSACHUSETTSTS 0196 ["A ARy
(617) 233-7573 CANETAA
Fal 0L ISEtﬂjp’lk IAAA
TOWN MANAGER JWASQ  LI-S

March 25, 1985

Val erie Tal mage

Executive Director

Mass. Historical Conm ssion
80 Boylston Street

Boston, M\ 02108

Dear M. Tal mage:

| amwriting toinformyouthat theTown of Saugus i s
waiving its30 day notification right so that the matter

of nomnating the Town of Saugus Town Hall tothe National
Regi ster of Historic Places can be taken up at the

Commi ssion's April 10 meeting.

V& appreciate your assistance i nexpeditingthe nomnation

of this impressive and important exanple of High Victorian
style architecture.

Sincerely,

Paul T. Rabchenuk
Town Manager

R< dnp

cc: Historical Conm ssion






