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hUtoricnama Needham Town Hall Historic District
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2. Location
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city, town Needham N/|AJ vicinity

atate Massachusetts coda MNA county  NorfOl k coda 021 zip coda 02192

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Reaources within Property
| I private * bullding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
nri publiclocal E ] district 1 . buildings
[Z public-State . site 1 sites
O publlc-Fadarai | I structure . structures
* object . objects
JL .Total
Name of related multiple property listing; Number of contributing resources previously
m listed In the National Register 0

4. Stata/Fsdsrsi Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the Nationai Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
@D nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the
Nationai Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
in my opinion, the property meets  does not meet the National Register criteria.  See continuation sheet.

Signature of certifying official Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Gonma ssi on;
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state or Federal agency and bureau
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State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
i, hereby, certify that this property Is:
reentered in the National Register.
| I See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the Nationai
Register. «  See continuation sheet.
0 determined not eligible for the
Nationai Register.

1 1 removed from the Nationai Register,
n other, (explain:)
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NeedhamTom Hall Historic District, Neednam Mssachusetts
. Function or |
Historic Functions (enter categories from Instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Gverment/ Tom Hil Gver nnent/ Town

m o l&%ewm GM Jﬁr ect | M@W&HW niture/ (. j ect

7. Description . . , .
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)
foundation Granite
Late 19th Century Revivals/Georgian Revival Niig Brick, Stone

roof. Slate
other Iron; Wood Shingle; Rrnnyp

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The NeecheamTomn Hall Hstoric District, Needham Mssachusetts, includes an
area of gpproxmately one and one-quarter acres, located in the center of the
conmercial and civic center of Needham It is bordered by Hghland Arenue on
the east. Geat Plain Arenue (anhistoric transportation route) on the south.
(hapel Street on thewest and a conmercia | ot on the north.

Nedhami s an inland suburban town, ten mles southwest of Boston and | ocat ed
wthin aloop of the Charles Rver. Pomnent elevations and upl and

that drain into the Charles Rver exist inother parts of the tom whilethe
tom center, thelocation of the Tom Hll HstoricDistrict, i s characterized
by rolling plains. Needhami s bordered by the toms of BEdhamon the east and
Vel lesl ey on the west, which are connected t* anain transportation route.
Geat Plain Avenue. Nevton i s northeast of while Veéstwood, [Dover,
ad Ntick aresituated on the south and southwest border. ) M6 1N

The Tom Hl| and Tom Gxnany, included in the Tom Hll Hstoric District,
are representative of thepolitical and soci o-economc devel opnent of the tom
ad retainintegrity of design aswell as displaying a sense of tine in the
history of n The district isreflective of aperlodalkz%gl nning i n 1884,
wen the tom purchased the |and row knowm as t he Gnnan, progressing to
1930, during wnich tine the Tom Hil|l was constructed and changes were nade to
the C&rman by theinstallation of conmenorative nonunats rel evant to
Neechahs past .

The NeedramTom Hil| Historic District consists of thelarq_e Geor gi an Revi val
Tom Hal|l building and a plot of land knom as t he Needham Tom Cnon. The
area is encl osed.%( tvo inportant thoroughfares and one side street, naki ng
the district visible fromseveral vantage points. The district and its
elhenents continue to serve the public as mnicipa officesand open space for
the citizenry.

The NeedhemTom Hal | Historic District becane the tom center in thelate
nineteenth century wen the focus of activity was noved due tothelocation of
the railroad i nthe 1850s. Prior tothat, the tom center had been one mle
west on Geat Pl ain Arenue, near Mintosh Gorner (NR1989) and north of this
intersection on Central Avenue and Nehoiden Street. Thejunction of two
railroad lines caused the shift of the tom center toitspresent |ocation.

X4 See continuation sheet
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Both the Town Hall and the Gommn contribute to the historical and
architectural integrity of the district. Some newer objects have been added
to the Common; however, as a whole, the site retains significance.

The overall setting is characterized by urban development of a town center
with two major routes and one side street bordering the district. Surrounding
buildings are one- and two-story commercial blocks dating from the 1920s, and
some late nineteenth century buildings that have been converted to coiimercial
use. None of these retain architectural integrity due to substantial
alteration as commercial properties, modem storefront additions obscure the
original late nineteenth century structures. Two early to mid-twentieth
century commercial brick buildings on the opposite side of Hightland Avenue
are surrounded by modemn buildings and do not constitute an expanded version
of the presently nominated district.

Within the district, the Tom Hall is situated on the north side of the
Common.  The prominent brick structure spans the width of the Gonmm from
Highland Avenue to Chapel Street. The Cammm itself is crisscrossed with
footpaths and spotted with trees and shrubbery. There is a flagpole set
behind a brick wall with a commemorative placque near the Great Plain Avenue
edge.

Towmn Hall

The large, 2 1/2-story, brick Georgian Revival Towm Hill isbuilt ona granite
bl ock foundation and aslate roof and acentralli/] | ocated cupol a. Astone
stringcourse waps around the entire building near the ground |evel separating
the partially raised basenent fromthe first level and at the first/second
story level denoting thetransition and accentuating the horizontal |ine.
two parapeted gable ends facing east and west are simlar indetail and
fenestration pattern. Thenorth elevation, facing arear ,oark!n ot and a
large coomercial block, is21/2stories _abo\/e ground | evel, wth roundneaded
wndons and stone stringcourses articulating thestories. The nain facade or
south side displays nany architectural detarls includi ng atripartite facade
wth anarcaded |oggia, |arge two-story roundheaded w adetailed
cornice wth balustrade simlar tothe one onthe north facade. Al l
second-story wndows onthe north and south facades have a lowgrill-work
screeni ng the bottomsash.

Tre cupola or clock tower of the Tom Hill isvisible fromall sides ardis an
inportant and promnent feature through which the desi %n of the building is
carried out. square shingl e base has an oculus onthe north and south
sides wth wood surround and keystones. There i s adentilated cornice on the
square base, which i stopped by anoctagonal |antern wth round pilasters at
the corners, a mni-bal ustrade between the PI | asters, |ouvered roundheaded
wndows, and a projectingcornice. The latter ispierced by theround cl ocks

(conti nued)
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built into the cornice on each of the four sides of the lantern, corresponding
to the four sides of the building. The rounded gold dome rests on top of the
octagonal lantern and is surmounted by a weathervane.

Tomn Hall - South Facade

The main facade of the Town Hall is characterized by brick walls that are
rusticated to the top of the first story level, ending with a stone
stringcourse running the length of the building. This band visually separates
the first and second story. The effect is repeated by the building's
entablature, which has a molded architrave, flat frieze, and modillion block
cornice, topped by a panelled and turned balustrade. A panelled sign board
with gold leaf lettering reading "Needham Tom Hall" is part of the roof
balustrade. The building's corners are rusticated to resemble quoins.

The stringcourse, cornice and balustrade accentuate the horizontal lines of
the building. Verticality is accented by the large, roundheaded, second-story
windows separated by brick pilasters on stone bases. These blend into the
stone stringcourse and wood caps under the three-part entablature.

The building is approached by wide, granite steps leading to the arcaded
loggia or entrance porch, which in turn lead to the recessed entrance door.
The foundation of the building is raised and is made of cut stone blocks
displaying narrow, closely aligned, parallel tool marks. Flanking the three
arched openings of the loggia are large stone bases set close to the building,
on which are mounted large iron lanterns with intricate classical bases - a
fluted shaft and triangular splayed legs with knees and feet decorated with
leaves.

The first-story fenestration pattern is in three parts, with a trio of
roundheaded, double-hung windows flanking three similarly arched openings to
the loggia. The windows are double-hung sash of eight lights over eight
lights, topped by a fanlight. The wood frames and sash are slightly recessed
into an arched opening in the brick wall and have stone sills. The three
arched openings at the center have rusticated brick piers and stone keystones
at the top of each arch. Iron decorative gates with a circular crest design
(similar to that found on the grill-work panels that are part of the
second-story fenestration) provide access to the recessed, central double
doors. The floor of the open porch or loggia is mede of quarry and black
tiles, with a bronze seal of Needham set into the floor. Placques flanking
the entrance door commemorate the Civil War veterans on the east side
(installed in 1912) and the construction of the Towmn Hall with names of
Building Committee, architect, and builder on the west side.

The second story has nine bays arranged above the nine openings of the first
story. The dominant feature is the string of seven, round-headed, large

(continued)
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windows which are made up of oversized fifteen-over-fifteen sash and a large,
round-headed fanlight. The sash and fanlight are separated by a narrow stone
band. Each roundheaded window is flanked by brick piers with stone bases and
wood capitals similar to those described above. On each end of the string of
seven bays there is one double-hung sash of six lights over six lights with a
splayed brick lintel. There is a slightly projecting brick panel above the
two end bays in place of the roundheaded fanlight.

Tom HIl - East and Vst Facades

The two gable ends are similar in plan and detail and are both easily viewed
from the side streets. The high, parapeted wall of the gable ends has a stone
coping that further accentuates the step-down plan of the parapet gable. The
first story rustication and narrow stone stringcourse is carried around to the
gable ends. The first story has an entrance door centrally located in the
gable end and flanked by one roundheaded window with an eight-light moveable
bottom sash over a multi-light stationary top sash and fanlight. The entrance
door has glass and wood panels and is topped by a five-light transom, which is
in turn topped by a fanlight. Each door surround is flanked by square
pilasters.

The main feature of the gable ends is the large, second-story, Palladian-style
window with projecting balcony. The large, central double-hung sash with
roundheaded fan is flanked by five-light sidelights and round and square
pilasters; the latter display Classical designs of volutes and drop swags.
The balcony of turned balustrades is supported by heavy scrolled brackets.

On the west facade, there are two small lancet-style windows with tall splayed
brick lintels flanking the projecting balcony. Above each pair of lancets
there is a four-over-four double-hung sash. On the east facade there is a
newly added handicapped ramp.

Tomn Hall - North Facade

The partially raised basement with small multi-light windows is separated from
the main block by a stone stringcourse similar to that wrapping around the
building between the first and second story. The wall surface is rusticated
to the second stringcourse and at the corner quoins. First-story windows are
similar to those in the gable ends and on the main facade. The moveable,
eight-light bottom sash is topped with a multi-light stationary sash. At the
second story, there are seven, large fifteen-over-fifteen sash topped by
roundheaded fanlights. The separating piers have no bases or capitals.
Keystones reach to the entablature, which is the same as that on the main
facade. At the center of the building there is a wide stairwell projecting
from the building and descending to the basement level.

(continued)
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Tom Hll - Interior

Vel | -appointed wth architectural detail of a classical design, the first
floor has hed |ittle alteration ad retains its wde hall wth several col um
screens articulating the division of spaces and the entrances to offices.

WEn entering through the nain entrance on the south facade, one cones intoa
rectangul ar entrance hall wth wall niches ad naol ded baseboards and corni ce.
A the door surrounds, there are square pilasters wth bases that project from
the baseboard nol ding, and capitals that support the cornice nol ding
surrounding the space. Hamthe rectangul ar entrance hall, one entersthe
nain wde corridor through nwdern glass doors that have been installed for
energy conservation purposes.

Tre central hall space isdefined by the cornice nolding, wiich issquarewth
clipped corners, formng an octagon-|like space. Four large pilasters
articulate the wde corridor ning that runs east-west through the

bui | di n?. The wde doors to the Slectnen's Chanters have a nol ded surround
wth pilasters as well. MNorth-south cased beans formng a type of cornice axd
supported by square pilasters symmetrical ly divide the wde corridor into four
sections on each side of the central octagonal space. The end sections are
separated by a glass double door screen wth transomand hal f sidelights.

Each end section ispartially dividedinto tw sectlonsgy crom nol di ng and
round columms. The end wall has the entrance/exit door described inthe gable
end section as well as a wde staircase providing access to the second floor.
The wder, nore grand staircase i sfound inthe east ed of the building. It
has a heavy ok bal ustrade wth a |arge, square newd post ad wde stairs.

Tre basenent |evel of the building has painted brick walls wth utility roons

ax sone offices on each side of the wde corridor. The second floor has been

altered wth the addition of nedernwalls ad flooring to divideweat ves a

| arge assenbly roomwth stage ad bal cony. The forner auditorium space row

serves as nary offices. A either end of the building, there are stairs

lbgladl ng to the third story or attic level wth accessto the forner stage ad
cony.

Tom CGman

The open space south of the Tom Hall, between the nain facade ad Geat Pain
Avenue, has been held by the tom as open space since 1884. As early as 1893
the footpaths that crossed the space were paved to becone crosswal ks. The
area i splanted wth grass and nature deciduous trees (naple and |inden) that
are randonhy scattered near the paths. Several clunps of evergreen .shrubber%
(ilex and yew are clustered near the ends of paths and at the junctionof the
crossing wal kways. A flagpoleislocated near the center of the frontage
aong Geat Plain Avenue. The brick terraced area wth a nenorial wall, in
front of the flagpole, isa recent design. The bronze placque in the brick

(conti nued)
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wall was moved from a memorial boulder. The benches, first put in the
parklike Commmn in 1926, were replaced in 1975 when the entire Cammon was
re-landscaped.

A wide segmental arched driveway separates the Town Hall entrance from the
Common.

Alterations to the district include interior second-story alterations made
within the Town Hall, which have had little effect on the architectural
integrity of the district and re-landscaping alterations made within the
Common.  Among the latter are moving the flagpole, the construction of the
brick terrace and commemorative wall near Great Plain Street, and new benches
and plant material. The additional plant material maintains the aesthetic of
the place through appropriate scale and texture. However, the Garden Club's
and Bicentennial Committee's 1975-1976 project did not attempt a strict
in-kind replacement of material. The design and use of the Cammm have been
retained.

(continued)
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Archaeol ogi cal Description

N Prehi storic sites are recorded in the district or inthe general area
(within onemle). This evidence conbined with itslong distance from
wet| ands and the presence of |andscaping and construction disturbances,
indicates alow potential for locating prehistoric sites.

Twentieth century |andscaping and construction have probably had an inpact on
any 18th or 19th century historic resources which nay have been inthe area
Archaeol ogi cal survey and testing can, however, determne the possible
location of the 19th century town dunp reported near the northeast corner of
the Tom Hall Hstoric District.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: ' ‘
| I nationally | | statewide PH locally
Applicable National Register Criteria  \ X]A [X]C
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) | |[A | |[B I |[C | ID I IE | |F | |G
Areas of Significance (enter categ?orl}g/ ferlom instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
BEPAPILEY FRam g opent 1884-1930 1902
1 éy &%er nnent
Cultural Affiliation
N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
NA Wnslow & B gelow Bgelpw Hrry F

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

Tre NeedremTom Hal | Historic District isillustrative of anearly twentieth
century civic center around which the dowtown commercia district of

has evolved. |t denonstrates theinportance and effect of najor
transportation and conmuni cati on routes in the choice and evol'ution of the
|ocation of the civic center. TheDistrict retainsarchitectural and
historical integrity wth the juxtapositionof the two resources, the Tom
Hll and the Tom Cnman The period of si %nlflcance extends from 1834, wen
the land of the Davis farmwas purchased by the Tom for the use as canan
space, t0 1930, wen the conmenarative narker telling the details about the
foundi ng of Needhamwas installed. Asignificant date within the period of
significance i s 1902 wen the cornerstone for the Tom Hall wvas laid. i

There are four resources, two contributi nghand two noncontributing, included
inthe district. Thebuilding (the Tom Hall) and thesite or |andscape
feature (the Tom Coman) contribute tothe significance of the District. T
obj ects on the Connan, aflagpole and nenorial wall wth placque, postdate the
period of significance. The District retainsintegrity of location, setting,
design, association, materials, worknanship, feeling and association axd neets
lOut?na Aand Cof the National Register of Hstoric P aces on the |ocal

evel .

Qolonial settlement of Needhamstarted as early as 1636 wen the General Qourt
of the Province granted tothirty famlies two hundred square mles of

w lderness. Thenortheast corner of thelarge land grant was Needham | ocat ed
inthe curve of the Charles Rver and directly across that river fromthe site
of the parent towm of Bedham Parts of Imiianwere granted to English
inmgrant famlies from 1643.

The traditional beginning of settlement occurred in 1680 wen the Tom of

Bedhempur chased tventy square mles within theloop of the Charles Rver from

the opaL%)I ndians. By 1710 there were forty househol ders v petitioned

the Greral (ourt toincorporate as a separate tom due tothe isolation

caused by the Charles Rver and the renoteness of thisJand fromthe religious
LxJSee continuation sheet

X
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9 Myjor Bbliographica References
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1876 - WA Shernan, Gnstock & Cline, New York. . "o-

1888 - E FRohinson, New York,

1909 - VM@l ker Lithograph and Publishing ., Boston, M\

(O arke, George Kuhn, History of Needham Massachusetts 1711-1911, Privately

publ i shed at University Press.

Massachusetts historical Commission. Needham Inventory of Historic
Resources, 1970s. National Register Nomnations for Needham b

Properties, 1980s.
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haa baan raquaatad

Opravioualy Hated In tha National Raglatar

{z. pravioualy determined eligible by the National Raglatar

d daalgnatad a National Hlatoric Landmark

r~l recorded by Hlatoric American Bulldinga
Survey #

O recorded by Hlatorlc American Engineering
Record #

10. Oeographicai Data
Acreage (X property approximately one acre

UTM References

| 1 See continuation ahaat

Primary location of additional data:
State historic preservation office
Other State agency

| 1 Federal aaencv

fx| Local government

I 1 University

» other

Specify repository:

Massachusetts Historical Commission:

Needham Public Library

, on
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Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
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Verbal Boundary Description

loi

See Attached Assessors' Mp i AA-

Boundary Justification
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Tow Hall inthe useof (assical colums intheir designs. The Needham Tomn
Hal | was constructed Mad, Mson, &®., also of Boston. The cornerstone
%%l&%od in 1902 andthe building was conpl eted by Decenber 1903 for acost of

There are no records telli n?. of the design process for the Tom Hall. Mbst
early twentieth century public buildings display the Georgian Revival and
(Qassical Revival style popular for itsrepresentation of anationalistic
style ?ﬁ)proprlat.e for public buildings. In Needhamthe (assical Revival
Enory Gover Building (1898, NR 1987) was built as the first high school and
today serves as the school admnistration building. The NeedhamFree Public
Li brary, built inthe Colonial Revival style, was not constructed until 1915.
Wi | e sone surrounding and nearby towns have Revival-style town hal s (Newton,
Véston), nany others, including Wllesley and Véstwood, have | ate-nineteenth
century buildings exhibitingirregular P ans i n Queen Anne and Fonanesque or
Victorian Qthic styles. t town halls were burlt inthe md tolate
1800s. Those that were constructed in the early nodern period or earIY
twentieth century generally displayed Qassical and Colonial Revival styles.

The assenbly hall with stage onthe second floor was the site of Tom Meeting
from194 to 1952, when the hall was divided intooffices. Prior to that,
plays, mnstrel shows, operettas, andrecitals were held using the stage and
assentl y hall, and for nany years the hall was used for dances and dancing
classes for local children.

The Tow Goman, the site of the first town flagpole and crossing footpaths
before the Tom Hall was built, was retained as a[ar?e open space i n front of
the newTow Hall. In 1911 abandstand.vxas built in the center of the _
Earkllke nnan, where it remained until 1924, whenit vas renoved to Menorial
ileld. Thefirst flagpole had been renoved with the construction of the
bandstand and a newone was erected near Geat Plain Arenue in 1912, retaining
the civic and public quality of the area. Soonafter, benches were installed
and were fre%uently used by those waiting for the streetcar that travelled
along Geat P ain Arenue.

In 1926, Chapel Street, which hadlooped behind the Tom Hll to connect with

H ghl and Avenue, was continued through to Ny Street and Hghland Arenue (its

present path). This provided greater access and exposure for the Tom Hal |

qutljl w[a)s the |tncent|ve for conmercial devel opnent of the land west of the Tom
istrict.

The public aspect of the Cmonwas enhanced in 1930 with the addition of a
conmenor at i ve bronze pl acque articulating the details of the founding of the
town. |t was placed near the flagpole onalarge boul der.

There vas no further devel opnent until 1975 when the Gmon was re-| andscaped

(cont i nued)
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for theBicentennial. Wefla?pole vas noved back anay fromthe edge of the
CGnan, ad awalled, brick terrace was built wth awall into which the
commenar at i ve pl acque vas set. MNwbenches were added as vell as sone new
plant nmaterial; however, theoveral|l design of the Gnan as aparklike area
relating tothe Tom Hll was not altered. Aso in the 1970s, rnew | anpposts,
based on a historic design, were

The nost distinctivequality of the Tom Hll Hstoric District is the
Georgian Revival Tow Hall.” Theconstruction of the Tom Hll next to the
Tom CGrman perpetuated and articulated therole of public use generated by
the Grman since 1834.

(cont i nued)
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Archaeol ogi cal  Signi ficance

Any
survivals associated with the 19th century town dump have the potential for
providing detailed information on the social, cultural and economic patterns
that characterized Needham's residents during that period. Similar resources
have been investigated elsewhere in Massachusetts and found to contain
moderate if not high research potential.

(end)
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The boundaries of the Needham Town Hall Historic District are shown on Needham
Assessor's Map #51 Lot #1. Beginning in the northeast corner of Lot #1 the
boundary follows Highland Avenue south to Great Plain Avenue, a distance of
300.20 feet, where it turns westward rounding a corner of 47.30 feet, and
follows Great Plan Avenue for 113.06 feet to Chapel Street. At this point the
boundary turns in a northerly direction around a corner of 59.77 feet and
continues 294.40 feet to the northwest corner of Lot #1 on which the Town Hall
and Town Common are contained. The boundary turns in an easterly direction
and runs along the north side of the Town Hall for 5,660 feet to meet the
northeast corner at Highland Avenue.

BOINDRY JUBTI H GATI ON

Justification for the Needham Town Hall Historic District boundary is related
to the lot lines defining the plot of land on which the Town Hall and Common

exist. It is this 53,564 square feet of land that serve a public function and
that were purchased by the Town in 1884 for this purpose. It is related to the
civic planning for the Town. Surrounding commercial properties do not conform
to this municipal and institutional area and do not retain integrity of design
due to many alterations.
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Needham Town Hall Historic District  Norfolk, 90001756
Massachusetts

The following Core Documentation is nnissing fronn this entry:

Nonnination Form
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X USGS Map
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October 9, 1990

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Schull:
Enclosed please find the follow ng nomnation:

Neecham Tom Hall Historic District, Geat Plain Asenue, thland Avenue and
Chapel Street, Needham (Norfolk County), Massachusetts 02192.

There has been no owner objection for the property |isted above.

The nomnation has been voted eligible by the Sate Review Board and has been
signed by the Sate Hstoric Preservation Oficer. Qwers were notified of
pendi n ate Review Board consi deration 30-75 days before the neeting and
were afforded the opportunitytocomment. Cnments received todate are
attached to the nomnation form

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Hi storical Gonmassion

Encl osure;

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Tdmage, Executive Director, Sate Historic Presarvation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



