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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The "Old Faucett Well" was drilled on a relatively level, grassy 
plain on the west side of Clear Boggy Creek. Derrick, buildings, and 
equipment were simple and minimal. When abandonment came, shortly 
after Dr. Faucett f s departure in^J.8S8, it did not take nature long to 
begin to return t»» the site to its original appearance.

Today only the head of a six-inch casing, raised but a few inches 
above ground level, marks the spot. A few half-grown trees stand near 
by, with some stones that could have served as foundation for a build­ 
ing or platform. There is nothing else in sight to remind one that 
this is the spot from which oil and gas were first taken from a drilled 
well in what is now the state of Oklahoma. Production was really that 
only by definition, perhaps; but oil and gas were found. The spot, 
therefore, as a "first," would certainly seem worthy of suitable 
recognition. rn 

m

H 

70

C.

n



PERIOD f Check One or More as Appropriate)

n Pre-Columbian | D 16th Century 

Q 15th Century D 17th Century

Q 18th Century 

gj 19th Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1885-1888
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal

(~| Prehistoric

O Historic 

F~l Agriculture 

Q Architecture 

D Art 

(Xl Commerce 

| | Communications 

| | Conservation

d Education 

f~l Engineering 

f~l Industry 

f~l Invention 

O Landscape

Architecture 

D Literature 

Q Military 

[~| Music

Q Political

Q Religion/Phi.

losophy 

|~| Science 

Q) Sculpture 

Q Social/Human-

itarian 

Q Theater 

|~| Transportation

( | Urban Planning 

D Other (Specify)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

u

UJ 

LJ 

t/t

Almost a century has passed since petroleum appeared on the 
economic scene in what is now Oklahoma. It was in 1872 that the 
state's first oil company, the Chickasaw Oil Company, was organized. 
And so over-ridingly important has petroleum become that some indenti- 
fication of historic "firsts'* is obviously justified. National 
Register status is therefore being sought for what is generally con­ 
ceded to be Oklahoma's first commercial oil well, the Nellie Johnstone 
No. 1 in Bartlesvilie (v'/ashington County). And this nomination   
for the "Old Faucett Well"   would recognize what is believed to be 
the first producing well.

The world's first producing oil well was drilled in 1859 at 
Titusville, Pa. In the years that followed, interest in oil spread 
westward to Kansas   where the town of Panola began using gas 
in 1882   and Oklahoma. And one of the first to recognize the 
possibilities for the new fuel in Indian Territory was Dr. H. HIT. 
Faucett of New York. In a letter dated Dec. 12, 1883, he was writing 
former Gov. Alien Wright of the Cherokees:

It would be impossible to interest capital in the 
work unless there was some agreement as to the extent of 
territory that could be had and the specified royalty; it 
would not do to wait until petroleum was found. You will 
please write me fully and explicity as to what can be 
done in both the Choctaw and Chickasaw nations. Say if 
you think the exclusive privilege can be had, also the pipe 
line privilege for transporting oil*

On Oct. 23, 1884, the Choctaw Council approved creation of the 
"Choctaw Oil and Refining Company, for the purpose of finding petroleum 
or rock oil, and incre&sing the revenue of the Choctaw Nation." On 
Dec. 13, 1884, the Cherokee Council passed a similar act of authori­ 
zation. The concessions   which must go down in history as among 
the most generous ever granted   covered exclusive producing, trans­ 
porting and refining rights in both nations ... for a total area of 
nearly 20,000 square miles.
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No. 8. Significance

First Oil Well In Oklahoma

A rig was finally put up in the Choctaw Nation, near Clear Boggy 
Creek, in late 1885. Drilling was a laboriously slow process. Most 
of the supplies were sent from St. Louis to Atoka by way of the newly 
built Missouri-Kansas-Texas ("Katy") Railroad. From here they were 
carried by ox wagon the last 14 miles to the well site. Complicating 
matters was a tenuous communications link with Eastern backers of the 
venture and a resulting shortage of money. The well however did finally 
reach a total depth of 1,414 feet. And it did get an encouraging — 
if not necessarily profitable — show of both oil and gas. Then in 
early 1888, Dr. Faucett took sick and had to leave Indian Territory. 
He died soon afterwards, and the "Old Faucett Well" did not long 
survive him.
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