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DESCR PTI ON

The Westport Point Historic District is a linear area that includes 233
contributing buildings, structures, objects, and sites conprising the historic
core of this small coastal village in Wstport, Massachusetts. |t [ies at the
southern tipof Westport Point, a sloping, tapered peninsula jutting into
West port Harbor. Westport is located in southeast Massachusetts, within
Bristol County, and between the cities of Fall River and New Bedford. |t
shares itswest border with Little Conpton, Rhode Island. The town's gently
undul ating terrain, fertile soils, and irregular coastline are characteristic
of the coastal plain environment.

The district extends for slightly over one mle fromthe tipof Westport Point
northward al ong Main Road and includes tw narrow | anes, Valentine Lane and
Cape Bi al Lane, that run perpendicular to the main spine. Qher side roads
(south to north). Read Drive, Carters Wy, Drift Road, and Hotel Hill Road,
intersect with Main Road in the district, but no buildings or lots along them
are included. For the nost part. The district boundaries followthe |ot Iines
of properties fronting on Main Road. At the southern end of the district, the
lot lines are cotermnus with the coastline itself. Proceeding northward,
they define inland land, but extend to the shore in tw |ocations on the west.

The buildings within the district are generally one- and two-stories, of
wood- frame construction with gable roofs, and represent vernacul ar
interpretations of architectural styles fromthe late 18th through early 20th
centuries. Mst are residences associated with year-round maritime
activities, and, after the md-19th century, sumnmer residents. Wth few
exceptions, they are in excellent condition. The consistent and historically
synpat hic maintenance of buildings is inpart due the area's designation as a
local historicdistrict about twenty years ago.

The district contains approximately 86 acres of land and includes 199
buildings, 9 structures, 53 objects, and 2 sites, of which 173 buildings, 5
structures, 53 objects, and 2 sites contribute to the district's architectural
and historical significance. All the contributing resources were in existence
by 1940, the end of the period of significance. & the 26 noncontributing
buildings, 23 were built after the period of significance and only 3 are
historic buildings that have lost their integrity due tosignificant
alterations.

Until 1787, when i t becane a separate town, Westport was part of "Qd
Dartnouth". The town extends northward from the Atlantic coast about fifteen
mles and fromeast to west about five mles. Topography consists of fertile
rolling agricultural fields, woodl ands, and extensive wetlands that descend to
sand and gravel outwash plains. The granite geological base of the land
protrudes in nany places, including the narshes, and presents itself

(continued)



Uniteo States Department of the Interior
National ParK Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

West port Point Historic District,
Section nunber L *Page west port, Massachusetts
Bristol County

everywhere I n rocky soil. The surface and ground waters draininto two river
estuaries that join at Westport Point and enpty into the ocean near the
conjunction of Rhode Island Sound and Buzzards Bay. The two estuaries
conprising the Westport River, the Vst Branch and East Branch, reach
northward into the town for nearly half itslength making east-west |and
travel difficult inthe southern part of town, but providing nany
opportunities for water travel. Horseneck Beach, an eight-mle-Iong barrier
beach, protects the tidal rivers and their md flats and extensive salt

mar shes from the Atlantic's surges. The outlet channel curves around

Hor seneck Point to the south and west of the district.

Westport Point isa small peninsula of land situated at the confluence of the
east and west branches of the Westport River. [tisthe tipof the |and nass
lying between the river estuaries and i s sheltered from the ocean by the
barrier beach. The first Europeans found the Point cleared of trees and
planted with Indian corn. The Indians called i t "Pacquachuck", which neans
"cleared hill." Fromitssouthern tipat sea level, the Point rises gradually
to an elevationof 90 feet at itsnorthernend. The views to and from the

| ow-1ying southern end are defined by the far shores of the estuaries and the
north shore of Horseneck. The tower of the Methodist Church, near the
md-point of the district, isvisible frommnany mles to seaward, and views
from the propertiesat the northern end of the district |ook over the marshes
and the barrier beach to the ocean, the Elizabeth Islands, and Martha's

Vi neyard.

Main Road has historically been the backbone of Westport Point, as well as the
primary north-south travel route linking the north end of town and the Point.
Since about 1712, a ferry or bridge usually connected the Point to the barrier
beach, and Main Road carried both local and through traffic, including
increasingly heavy beach traffic inthe 20th century. 1In the 1960s, the state
built a new north-south highway (Route 88) parallel to and east of Main Road
to the newy-created Horseneck Beach State Park. As a result, the old bridge
at the Point was renoved, and the Point becane a cul-de-sac. The new steel
girder and concrete bridge spans the East Branch of the river just east of the
district and isa visual element out of scale with the Intimte scale of the
district and it senvirons.

Westport Point is compact and thickly settled along the Main Road spine,
contrasting with a strong sense of openness i n the surrounding |and- and
seascape. North of the district, the remains of old farns are interspersed
with nmodern dwel I'ings, but buildingsare still spread out ina rural
configuration.

Wth the exception of the open and adjoining "Onion" lots in the southeast
part of the district (58/ 18 and 58/ 18A), the Point gives the inpression of
dense village devel opment. Houses are built close together and nost are close

(continued)
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to the street with setbacks of five to ten feet. At the southern end, the
area of earliest development, nany |lots are less than |/4th acre. Toward the
north the lots becone w der and deeper, but are still narrow and houses sit
close together. O the six enpty lots along Main Road within the district,
one Isa salt nmarsh, and one istoo small to be built upon.

Two narrow | anes |eading fromthe west side of Main Road are the only side
streets with historic houses along them Valentine Lane, laid out about 1900
near the south end of the district, continues to be private and unpaved. GCape
Bial Lane, near the center of the district, was i nexistence as early as the
17th century. 1 tisnow a paved town street, but isonly 12 feet wde. Min
Road has sidewal ks on both sides south of the church and cemetery, but none
north of it. There is considerable pedestriantraffic along Min Road,
encouraged by the lack of through traffic and by the opportunityfor vistas
bet ween houses toward narsh and sea. Although there are no parks inthe
district, people treat the wharves the cenetery and post office as places to
congregat e.

There islittle formal landscaping i nthe district, although several
properties retain |arge deciduous trees. Mst are on the eastern and |eeward
side of Main Road, the nost notable being a stand of purple beech. Mny
houses have foundation or wall plantingsof flowering shrubs and evergreens,
as well as small gardens. The back of lots i nthe southern end of the
district are typically open, naturalized lawis slopingdow to the water's
edge. Hurricanes in 1938 and 1954 felled the tall spruces and pines that once
stood along Main Road. The one continuous |andscaping device inthe district
is agrid of fences and stone walls that separate propertiesand |ine nuch of
the street, especially south of the Methodist Church.

Most buildings inthe district were originally constructed as, and remain,
residences. Qher buildings have been converted to residential use, including
a former two-room school, and a nunber of small outbuildings are now in
residential use on a year-round or seasonal basis. |nthe past, a few near
the whairves contained manufacturing or commercial enterprises, but nost of
these too have shifted to residential use. |n nany cases, manufacturing
buildings associated with maritine enterpriseswere renoved by owners or
destroyed by hurricanes by the md-20th century. N buildings associated with
the village's 18th century whaling industry survive, although the wharves at
the end of the Point are hone to a considerable commercial fishing fleet,
consisting nostly of lobster boats. Qher functional building types
represented i nthe district are a few stores, and the sole contributing
institutional building, the Methodist Church.

No building inthe district, except the Cory Store, exceeds 2 12 stories.
Wth one exception, all contributing buildings are of frame construction with
gable roofs and shingle or clapboard siding. Mst are weathered grey or

(continued)
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painted white, although a few show blue, yellow, or brown colors. In general,
the exterior of buildingsislittle altered, as nost property owners have

mai ntained the historic character of their buildings. The changes that have
occurred are generally on the rear of buildingsto increase living space or to
I nprove the water view.

The architectural character of the southern end of the district is largely
Ceorgi an and Federal, while the northern portionis predomnantly G eek
Revival. The Italianate, Colonial Revival, and Queen Anne styles are
represented by a handful of buildings, includingone substantial, high style
Italianate dwelling (Valentine House). |In several cases, decorative trim and
porches derived from these later styles were added to earlier buildings. Mst
of the buildings, designed by local carpenter-architects, are vernacul ar
interpretations of high styles. Typically, buildings have nodest detailing;
doorways are the nost elaborate el ements.

The district's buildingsfit five general categories, dating from five
general, but not purely sequential, time periods, that reflect different
phases of the village's devel opment. The earliest are Georgian buildings
built between 1770 and 1800 when the Point first becane a commercial and
fishing center, along with the two noved to the Point at approximtely this
time. 1Ina period of somewhat slower growth. Federal buildings were erected
between 1800 and 1835 by nerchants and |andowners in the first decades
following the Revolution. As the house lots at the tipof the Point filled
up, the prosperous sea captains and nerchants of the village's peak of
construction built their Geek Revival buildingsinthe period of 183 to 1860
on lots to the north. From1870 to 1920, i n the decades following the Civil
\Wr, a variety of Victorianhouses were built on interveninglots hy
resident famlies. The last group of buildings are those also constructed
beginning after the Civil Wr, summer houses and cottages of diverse styles
erected from 1870 to 1940 by sunmer residents.

Two houses were noved from their original location on the Horseneck Dunes,
outside the district, to lots within inthe district. 1In both cases, (John
Underwood House, Mp 58/59, MC #A343 and Benjamn Hicks House Mp 83/69, MC
#348), the relocations occurred prior to 1825. The buil dings have retained
their architectural significanceand established an enduring associationwth
the devel opnent of the Westport Point village.

In the 20th century, a few buildings inthe district were renoved or
destroyed. A 2-story QGeek Revival school house on the Mp 58/ 29 property was
noved by oxen to Adansville, Rhode Island around 1900. A Federal 2 1/2-story
house on Mp 83/17 was derolished in 1945 to nake way for the present house.
A Federal cape on Mp 58/ 23 was denolished by neglect around 1915, and was
replaced by the present bungal ow. This |otws the site of the original
Gillford famly cenetery, whose remains were reinterred in the Point Cenetery

(continued)
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in the early 19th century. A Georgian cape on Mp 5813 was denolished during
the 1940s. Hurricanes denolished several properties at the tipof the Point,
including fishing shacks, sheds, and a Federal house at 2047 Main Road. The
house was so weakened by the 1938 hurricane that it-was dismantled, and a new
2 1/2-story Federal style reproduction house was constructed in 1940.

Mbdern intrusions have had [ittle inpact on the integrity of the historic
district. The size, scale, materials, and design of recent buildings are
general |y synpathetic with their ol der neighbors. Mst recent buildings are
outside the bounds of the district, that i s, they are not visible from Main
Road. Historic buildings that have been substantially altered on the exterior
constitute three of the 26 noncontributing buildings inthe district. Most
alterations involve enlargenents of buildings inways that are not appropriate
to the style of the building.

A descriptionof key and representative buildings inthe district follows.
Contributing buildings and structures range i ndate of construction from 1770
to 1940.

RES DENT AL BU LO NG5
CGeorgi an Buildings; 1770 - 1800

The ol dest buildings inthe district, sone fourteen Georgian houses, date from
the time the Point was developing as a flourishing maritime comunity in the
last three decades of the 18th century. Before that period, al | of the Point
was enconpassed by the Gifford famly farm (south) and Maconber fam |y farm
(north). The G fford famly did not sell house lots until 1770, although the
town had laid out Main Road south to the docks and had created a town |anding
there in 1712. The purpose was to provide farmers with access via a ferry to
the comnmon grounds on the Horseneck beach for cattle grazing.

The Ceorgian buildings erected between 1770 and 1800 fall into tw basic and
simlar types, differing primarily inscale. They are either 1 1/2-story
capes or 2 1/2-story houses, with four- or five-bay facades. Al | are of post
and beamconstruction with either vertical oak sheathing or horizontal
sheathing over studding. Their clapboarded or shingled exteriorsare either
weat hered or painted white. They are set on stone foundations, capped with
steep gable roofs, and have interior central chimmeys and sparseexterior
details. There is one exanple of a ganbrel roof house constructed during this
period with later rear additions creating a saltbox profile.

Representative of the early capes i s a Georgian 34 cape, WIbour House at
2037 Main Road [ca. 1776, Mp 83/12, MHG# A254, Photo # 1]. The walls of
this 1 1/2-story, four-bay buildingare vertically planked and shingled and
finished with 5" cornerboards. Wndows are plank framed and contain

(continued)
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12-over-12 sash; gabl e-end wi ndows have splayed heads; w ndows onthe facade
are built directly into the boxed cornice. The doorway has splayed pilasters
that extend into the cornice andflank a5-1ight transom above the door.

The 3/4 Ceorgian, the Stephen Davis House, at 2041 Main Road [ca. 1770, Mhap
83/ 10, MHG# A250, Photo # 1], i s representative of the early 2 1/2-story house
form This buildingis sheathed i n weathered shingles onthree sides, and on
the north side, hasclapboards painted white. An ell extends from the rear
toward the water. Wndows are plank framed with splayed heads andcontain a
mx of 12-over-12 and 6-over-6 sash. There are sinple 5-inch comer boards
and sinple cornice. Thedoorway is flanked by pilasters andcapped witha
tall, trabeated entablature. Alarge central chimey extends four feet above
the roof peak.

Two Ceorgian capes have been noved to the Point from the Horseneck. Qne is

the John Underwood House, still known locally as the Dune Cottage, at 1878
Main Road [ca. 1825, NMap 58/59, MNMC // A343]. This three-bay, half cape,
recently extended by anell, i s obviously older than 1825 when the | ot was

sold. Speculative reasons for the noves include the wish of owiers to be
closer to the community, the danger of hurricane danage on the barrier beach,
the difficulty of crossing the channel, the ending of cattle grazing onthe
beach, andthe introductionof cranberry harvesting to the dune areas.

Several variationsto these basic forms also existed. Qne involved the
addition of ells. Ells oncapes were 11/2-storles, were nearly as highas

the cape itself and were usually set to oneside of the cape's rear sothat

the gable end of the cape was continuous with the facade of the ell. 1
1/2-story ells were added i n the sane fashion to the 21/2-stoi:y houses.

Anot her variation was the addition, usually at alater date, of dorner w ndows
to the front andrear of capes and houses. These took several foms including
gabl ed, continuous shed, and separate shed dorners. Screened or open porches
have al so been added to the rear of a nunber of capes and | arger houses.

Federal Buildings; 1800-1835

The earliest of the six Federal buildings at the Point is the Isaac Cory house
at 2039 Main Road [ca. 1795, Nap 83/11, MH3# A252, Photo # 1]. This massively
grand andsymetrical, five-bay facade, 2 1/2-story house was erected by a
famly of |eading merchants of the community. Part probably served as a store
until a separate store was erected across the street in 1827 [A241]. The Cory
house has gabl e-end chimmeys and a centered 2 1/2-story rear el |l witha

chi mey, containing the original kitchen. |1tsfacade is painted clapboards
and itssides natural shingles. |t has8-Inch w de beaded cornerboards and a
| arge doorway with broad entablature, pilasters, andfull-length, five-pane
sidelights. Wndows contain 6-over-6 double hung wood sash. Theinterior is
notable for two parlors remodeled in the md-19th century, onewi th Egyptian
Revival style woodwork and another in the Geek Revival style.

(continued)
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There ar e several Federal capes i nthe district, of which atypical exanple i s
the |saac Lawence Brightman House at 1903 Main Road [ca. 1827, Map 83/62,
MH3£ A333].  The exterior of this house i s shingled and its shape

symetrical. The presence of a space between the tops of the w ndows' splayed
heads and the cornice and t hefact that there areend chimeys indicatethe
stud construction and |ater date of this building. [Itsinterior has fine
woodwor k, including w ndow casings and mantels.

A later Federal house, also erected by aleading merchant, i s the Capt. Thonas
Miyhew House on Main Road [ca. 1827, Mhyp 58/ 17, NML/ A264, Photo # 2] . Like
several other Federal houses inthe district, this i s athree-bay facade, 2
1/2-story house. | tisdistinctive, however, for its octagonal bracketed roof
cupola (probably alater 19th century addition) and for unusually fine
exterior detailing. 1tsgable overhangs and cornice aretrimmed with shallow
mol dings with promnent modillions. The cornerboards arethin, half-round
beaded nol dings. The wi ndows, with 6-over-6 sash, have flat splayed heads and
thin hal f-round casings. The doorway has nearly fully articulated colums, a
seven-light transom and four-pane sidelights. Like theother half-house
Federal s, the Mwyhew House was built with a 2 1/2-story ell extending to its
rear. The pitch of the ell's roof isless than the nain house. A1 1/2-story
secondary ell extends tothe rear of the primary ell. Al l the ells have

w ndows of t hesane unusual type and share t hesane foundationmaterials as
the main block, indicating they arepart of theoriginal construction. Later
owners continued the progression of this house t othe rear i n step-down
fashion by adding a greenhouse and doubl e garage.

Q@ eek Revival Buildings; 1835-1860

By far the nost popular choice of architectural style inthe district is the
Geek Revival. The prevalence of this style reflects the wealth whaling
captains and merchants brought tothe village when the G eek Revival style was
the height of fashion, from 1835t 01860. Two types of Qeek Revival
buildings domnate. The first type, five i nnunber, isrepresented by the
Capt. Janmes Manchester House at 1940 Main Road [ca. 1840, Map 58/41, NHG#
A316, Photo #3]. Itis afranme house of 2 1/2-storieswith a three-bay
facade, oriented gable endtothestreet. |t has an end-bay entry with
sidelights, pilasters and heavy architrave, and a double or single w ndowi n
the gable end. This type invariably has arear ell of dimnished 2
1/2-stories. Thewng or ell continues theline of one side of the main house
without a setback, and the ornanmental treatnment of wi ndows and doors on the
el | conpl ement those on the main house. The Manchester house has painted

cl apboards onall sides, wide pilastered cornerboards, and avery prom nent
entabl ature above its doorway and under its eaves. Like nany other G eek
Revival houses, it was later enbellished with a side porch that continues '
along the rear ell and that bears Carpenter Cothic details.

(continued)



tinitsd States Dsoartmant of ttie imsrior
Nationd Parx Servioe

National Regiger o Hidoric Places
Continuation Sheet

West port Point Historic District,
West port, Massachusetts

Section numoer Z Pge 22— Bristol county

The second type of G eek Revival i soneof thenost conmon house styles i n the
district. There are sone ten 1 1/2-story Geek Revival cottages, represented
by the Samuel Devol | House at 1875 Main Road [ca. 1854, Map 83/67, MH3#

A344]. This i saframe house with detailing simlar toits 2 1/2-story
relative. Mny other exanples i nthedistrict are less pure, having added

shed roofs that increase headroom and storage space onthe second floor. Mny
have ells of aformsimlar toells onthe 2 1/2-story Geek Revivals. Qne
Geek Revival cottage with an unusual ell i sthe S meon Maconber House at 1954
Main Road [ca. 1841, Map 58/ 36, MH3# A310, Photo #3]. This house has arear
ell at right angles tothelength of thenain house that protrudes totherear
on both sides of the nain house. Theroof has a cupola and a small shed roof
dor mer .

An interesting feature of all QGeek Revival houses i nthedistrict i sthat the
end-bay entry i salways onthe south side of thefront gable facade. This
neans that thehallway andstairway tothe second floor are also onthe south
side andthat these block south |ight fromreaching thefront parlor. It has
been suggested that this was done t o protect carpeting from sunlight.

The district hasonefully devel oped, tenple front QG eek Revival house, the
Capt. Charles Ball House at. 1998 Main Road [ca. 1839, Map 58/ 22, MH3# A280,
Photo #4]. This 1 1/2-story house has a pedi ment ed end gabl e over a
tetrastyle portico with four fluted Doric colums, which have noplinth. The
three-bay facade with end-bay entry i srecessed under theportico, and a
segnental -arch, tripartite wndow i scentered i nthe gable pedinent. The
corner boards are nol ded, andthe broad entabl ature of t he pedi ment ed gabl e
whi ch extends around the sides of the house i sbisected by a narrowline of
dentilling. Thedesign of thefront portico i sechoed by the shallow side
portico ontherear ell.

Several earlier Georgian and Federal houses were modified i nthe Geek Revival
style by theaddition of a newentrance or neww ndows i nthemd-19th

century. The 1810 Christopher G fford House at 2002 Main Road [Mp 58/ 21,
MHGZ A278] has a later sidelited entrance derived directly out of Asher
Benjamn's Practical House Carpenter of 1835. The 1820 Job Davis House at
2009" Mai n Road [Mp 83/ 20, MH3# A267] has hal f-round wi ndow casings and | arger
6-over-6 sash, aswell as a Benjam n-inspired entrance treatment. By

contrast, its conpanion house, the 1815 Stephen Davis House at 2001 Mai n Road
[Mp 83/30, MH3 A279] retains its plank franme wi ndows, sone 6-over-6 sash,
and a Federal doorway.

The most extensive restyling i nthe Geek Revival node i nthedistrict occured
at the George Brightman House at 1933 Main Road (Map 83/58, NHC #A327, Photo#
6]. This house was originally erected by aprolific local builder i n1782.
Sonetine i nthe 1840s it was nade over andgreatly enlarged as a G eek Revival
house, probably by Pardon Davis, awealthy local merchant. A newQ@ eek

(continued)
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Revival doorway with sidelights and entablature, after Benjamn, faces the
road on thegable end. The original Georgian doorway i snow enclosed i n a
recent colonnaded side porch and faces south. The interior woodwork reflects
Georgian, Qeek Revival, and Egyptian stylistic influences. The house i s the
| argest G eek Revival residence i nthe district.

Victorian and Revival Mdes; 1870 - 1920

The Greek Revival style, despite itspopularity, was not, however, inpregnable
to later stylish trends. The 1845 Al exander Hi cks House at 2029 Mai n Road
[Myp 83/15, MH3: A259] i safront-gable Geek Revival with ells and shallow
porticos with square nol ded col ums t o each side. Anunber of [ater changes
were nade t o t he house, probably i nthe 1870s. Anltalianate front porch that
extends around one side was added. The cornice and front rakes of t he
original house received |arge brackets that are repeated on the porch's eaves
and all thewndows received new bracketed casings.

Anot her instance of stylish change i sreadily apparent i ntwo adjacent G eek
Revival capes that diverged i nstyle when one, the Capt. Benjamn G fford
House at 1818 Main Road [ca. 1855, Map 58/ 86, MHEE A225], received a central
gable, eave brackets, central porch and other Italianate details. Its

nei ghbor, the Abraham Dyer House, [ca. 1854, Mhp 58/ 86, NHC #A363] at 1814
Main Road, retained itssinple Geek Revival detailing, includinga one-story,
central pedinmented porch, now enclosed.

In additiontothese modifications toexisting buildings, asmll nunber of
new bui |l di ngs were constructed i nVictorianRevival stylesduring this period.

(e house exhibiting elements of the Carpenter CGothic style was the Sarah
Hanmond House at 1973 Main Road [ca. 1862, My 83/34, MHGE A296]. Al though
nuch of thedetailing has been renoved, early photographs showthat this
essentially five-bay, 2 1/2-story house once had el aborate scroll-cut details.

In 1873, thefirst and only Gothic Revival house i nthedistrict was
constructed, the Pardon and Hannah Tripp House. This center-gabled house|[ ca.
1873, M 83/ 66, N/ A342] has open rakes, acentral one-story porch, a side
ell with porch and an arched w ndow above a central porch. |1f it had
vergeboards or finials, they have been renoved.

The WIliamWIkinson House [ca. 1895, Map58/19, ML/ A276] i sasmall, front
gable Stick Style house with an open porch surrounding four sides and two shed
roof dorners on each roof slope with colored glass panes. The ridge boardi s
scroll-cut with an undulating curve, the open eaves have scroll brackets, and
the facade has inlaid stickwork. The sides are covered partly by decorative
shingles and partly by clapboards. The house has been altered by enclosing
part of theporch on one side and renoving i t on thefront. Qnce paintedi n
various dark colors t oenphasize thestick work, i ti snow painted white.

(continued)
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SQnmer Hbones and Cottages; 1870 - 1940

The discovery of the Point by sunmer residents was announced soon after 1869
by the erectionof the first, and still nost inpressive, sunmer residence in
the district, the Valentine House [ca. 1870, Mp 83/31 & 37, MI/ A284 & A285,
Photo //8]. W IliamValentine, the president of a Nw York City bank, bought 4
12 acres that extended from Main Road west to the water and erected a

pi cturesque Second Enpire villa ina park-likesetting. At the sane time, he
built a simlarly designed stable-carriage house with a paneled billiard room
above. In 1873, he purchased an adjoining 2-plus acres to the south, giving
him an Inpressive estate setting, the equal of any urban residence. The 1
1/2-story house has a bellcast mansard roof and a square, 3-story, projecting
entrance tower in the three-bay facade. The fairly sinple massing i s richly
ornamented with sawn trim elements. The first floor of the house has very
high ceilings and tall w ndows set inpairs on the front and individually on
the sides. The paired front w ndows have a flared common canopy heading with
scal | oped drops and sawn open brackets. A simlarly trimed hip roof porch
covers alnost the full length of the south side. Paired brackets and dentils
omanent the roof com ce, and dorners (two on each side) have dentilated
segmental head casings and scrolls on the side casings. The first level of
the central front tower contains the double leaf entrance with glazed doors,
surnmounted by a balustraded balcony on massive openwork brackets. The second
| evel has paired and canopied wi ndows. The third level, under the bracketed
mansard roof, has a glazed belevedere, providing a panoramc view of the
harbor and Point through triple tall w ndows on each of the four sides.

The Valentine Carriage House [ca. 1870, Mp 37, MEZ/ A285] has undergone sone
alterations inrecent years inthe process of becomng a residence, but it
retains all itsessential features: the nmansard roof, dorner w ndows with
segmental head casings, and first floor wi ndows and doors with bracketed head
casings. The property also includes a small, open garden gazebo constructed
as part of the original sunmer estate.

As nost of the Point was already devel oped with houses by the tine of the
Civil Wr, the majority of the sunmer house devel opment on the Point occurred
on land outside the district, on open fields off Main Road. Wthin the
district, the sunmer houses tended to be tucked i n between existing houses.
Many "sunmer people" al so purchased ol der hones at the Point as these becane
avail abl e.

Most sunmer houses in the district were nuch [ess Inposing and were in fact
revivals of earlier architectural styles. Several Revival sunmer houses of
various types were slipped into [ots not previously built upon w thout
disturbing the harnony of the already built environment. The Kugler House at
1953 Main Road, [ca. 1928, Mp 83/55, M/ A311], a Ceorgian Revival house
built on open |and, has the distinctive paired doubl e-hung w ndows and open

(continued)
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front-entry porch of this style. A Federal Revival cape, the Paull Hbouse at
2043 Main Road [ca. 1927, Mp 83/9, M/ A248, Photo # 1], conposed of
interior detailing taken from several early central Massachusetts houses, has
8-over-12 sash matched with entry sidelights. The Fitch House at 24 Cape Bi al
Lane [ca. 1934, Myp 83/72, MC //A34] i sa Dutch Col oni al Revival with sone
fine exterior detailing.

Wthin thedistrict there were two areas where clusters of new sunmer houses
filled all theland, Valentine Lane and Cape Bial Lane. O Cape Bial Lane,
most buil dings were sinple exanples of the Col onial Revival style, except for
sone vernacul ar houses nade by converting henhouses t o residences, such as the
Spicer House [ca. 1900, Mp 83/ 71A MEZ/ A349]. O Valentine Lane, where
small lots were carved out of the Valentine estate, nodest vernacular cottages
sat side-by-sldewith nore stylish neighbors such as the G fford House [ca.
1900, Myp 83/27, M/ A273], a Shingle Stylecottage.

El sewhere along Main Road the additions by sunmer residents favored sinple
versions of the Gaftsman/Bungal owstyle with side-gabled roofs. Among them
is theremining first floor sectionof the Hotel House at 1856 Main Road| ca.
1897, Myp 58/79, N/ A316], a former hotel constructed i nthe Bungal ow style,
partially destroyed by fire about 1900, and converted to a residence.

GOMMERT AL AD | NSTI TUTT ONAL BU LO NS

The largest remaining Geek Revival comercial building i sthe Cory Store at
the wharves, 2056 Main Road [ca. 1840, Myp 58/ 4, MZ/ A241, Photo #5]. This
3 1/2-story, gabled building was one of several Geek Revival stores that were
central tothelife of the Point. A fewremain, but several were destroyed by
hurricanes. The Cory Store housed a general store, the post office, a
customs office, a range of |eased stores selling clothes, hats and the |ike
on the second floor, and a sail loft and rigging roomon thethird floor.

This building i sgable-endto street with an interior chimey at the front,
which creates a two-bay facade. There are pairs of w ndows on each of the
four levels, and the entrance i shbhutted tothe south corner. A colummed porch
with a nearly flat roof and a broad entabl ature extends on the front and hal f
the length of one side. The columns are unfluted Tuscan with bases. Wndows
are flat cased with splayed heads, 6-over-6 or 4-over-6. The corner boards
and cornices are nodest i nsize. The building i snotable for having a 3
1/2-story rear stone wall, uninterruptedby windows. Before becomng a
residence i nthe 1930s, it had cargo doors and pulley brackets on the south
side of the second and third floors.

The one contributing institutional building i nthedistrict i salso one of two
exanpl es of the Gothic Revival style. The Westport Point Methodist Church
erected a Gothic Revival edifice 1 n 1834 [Mp 58/ 49, MZ/ A331, Photo // 7]
replacing an earlier building that sat i npart of the present cemetery site.

(continued)
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The building iscruciforminplanwith atall entry tower i none angle that
extends beyond the attached gable end. The gables are open and have
crossbraclng. Each street-facing gable i s ornanented by a large |ance-arched
wi ndow and two smal | er arched windows with interlacing nullions. The stained
glass windows are largely coloredglass rather than pictorial. The steep
pyram dal hip roofed tower, topped with a weathervane, has a belfry with

| ancet openings, belowwhich i s alancet window D anond shaped panel s once
| ocated bel ow the belfry have been removed. The entrance, on the south side
of the tower, has a broad, steeply pitched door hood supported by brackets. A
handi cap ranp recently installed i s generally conpatible with the building.
Originally shingled and paintedwith dark trim paint, the building i s now
cl apboarded and paintedentirely white. The tower was originally 15feet
taller, but was danmaged i n the hurricane of 1938 and was rebuilt.

The Point School [ca. 1904, Map 58/ 56, NAZ/ A338], now used a residence, i s a
1 1/2-story ecletic Revival institutional building that mxes Col onial and
Geek elements. It has a pedinented front gable block with two flanking w ngs
whose hip roofs are as high that of the central section. Wde cornerboards,
mol ded com ces with dentilling, nassed wi ndows, and a large central chimey
give it an inpressive weight and nmass. The front gable once had a belfry that
was lost inastorm but i tretains its two front entrances. | tws converted
to aresidence i n 1979 without any exterior changes. "

SCENDARY BU LO NS

A nunber of barns are located throughout the district, particularly on |arger
lots. Wile afew barns nolonger contribute due to exterior changes nade i n
converting themf or housing, sone twelve barns retain their shape and
function. Already mentioned i s the Valentine stable-carriage house. Another
large Intact barn isthe Cory Bamat 2039 Main Road [ca. 1840, Map 83/ 11,
NAMZ/ A252] with its original doors and cupol a.

Alarge nunber of frame sheds | n side or rear yards acconpany residences
throughout the district. Garages i nthe district are generally of wood-frame
construction; alnost all are fitting but sone were constructedafter 1940,
Their locations are identified byl ot nunber onthe district data sheet. Most
contribute to the district.

AOHER GONTR BUT NG RESARES

The district boundaries include several types of structures, objects, and
sites that were inportant i nthe residential, comercial, and social

devel opment of the area. There are a considerabl e nunber of well and cistern
covers scattered throughout this area that has nocentral water supply. The
stone wharf structures at the tip of the Point were originally privately owned
and sone remain so. The wharf now known as Lee's Wharf [Mp 83/1, NAML/ 237]

(continued)
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was constructed around 1800 by the Miyhew fam |y and enlarged i n 1830. | t
seens t ohave had a wharfhouse fromthe 1830s that served a variety of

commerci al purposes at various times such as storing grain, |unmber, coal and
oil. 1 tnowserves as a fish market under Lee famly ownership.  Vést of
Lee's Wharf was Alny's Wiarf, which was sold t othe Town of Westport in 1931
on condition it be used for commercial fishing. To its west is another wharf
now connected by a concrete and steel bridge tothestreet and al so owned by
the Town and used for comercial fishing. |t had a nunber of fishing shacks
on it until these were denolished by hurricanes. Northwest of these wharves
s Cory's Wharf [Map 83/4, NAZ/ 928] built around 1800 by the Davis fam |y and
sold i n 1806 tolsaac Cory who expanded it toserve hisstore acrossthe
street. This wharf isstill privately owned. Directly north of the first
Town Wharf i s a stone stantion [NMZ/ A916], an object used totie up and w nch
sailing ships at atime when the water and dockage area extended further north
as anud flat forrepairing vessels. This area also has the Town Landi ng,

laid out i n1712, as public access tothe water [Myp 58/1]. | twas fromthis
point that ferries crossed theriver, and thelater stone and concretebridge
abutnment still stands. The cul-de-sac wharf area at thetip of the Point also

includes t heroadway by the docks and of froad space that currently serves as a
parking area for fishermen and tourists.

The district includes a nunber of wooden and wought iron fences and cut-stone
and fieldstone walls that separate properties along | ot lines and set houses

off fromthe street. These aretoo nunerousto nmention, but arelisted i n the
district data sheet. The Georgian properties areoften separated fromeach
other by solid vertical board fences with nolded caps and gates allowing
passage between properties. Few have fences along the street. A fewof the
Federal properties have wought iron fences or the remants of themi n the
form of stone posts. My of the Geek Revival properties have picket fences,
stone walls, or cast-iron fences separating the house fromthe street. It is
difficult toknowwhich picket fences areoriginal. Al |l these fences and

wal Is signify theinportance of boundaries i nthis historic comunity where
buil dings areset close together»

The Westport Point Cenetery [ca. 1810, My 58/45, Photo #7] was originallythe
property of the town and | oosely associatedwith the Methodist Church. Al |

burial plots have been sold for nany decades. It holds the remains of nany of
the Point's 18th and 19th century famlies as well as sone summer famlies and
thus i s Inportant as a repository of local history. | talso includes sone

fine exanples of 19th century masonry funeral art.

Archaeol ogi cal Description

Wiile no prehistoric sites arecurrently recorded i nthe district, itis
possible that sites arepresent. Qe site i nrecorded i nthe general area
(within onemle). The physical characteristics of the district, well drained

(continued)



Ma row

United States Depanment of the interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

Westport Point Historic District,

«Sedtion a7 " A4 \%?fﬁ%rlt Massachusetts ,

| evel terraces adjacent to Westport Harbor andthe confluence of the East and
Vst Branches of the Westport Rivers, a conplex main ecosystemindicate
favorable locational criteria for Native Anerican subsistence and settlenent
activities. @Gven the above information, the size of the district (86 acres),
and historic period devel opnent inthe area, a moderate to high potential
exists that sites are present.

There is also a high potential for significant historical archaeol ogical
remains within the district. Further docunentary research acconpanied by
controlled archaeol ogical survey andtesting nay |ocate structural remains
within the district predates it's ca. 1770-1870 period of maritine expansion.
Cape Bial Lane near the center of the district was in existence inthe 17th
century indicating the possibility for survivalsalong itsroute during that
period. During the early 1700's the point area was part of the G ffordand
Maconber Famly farnms. Alanding andferry (1712) was al so present during
that period. This information indicates the potential for
agricultural/domestic andlimted related survivals during the early 1700s,
however i t was not until 1750-1770 that maritime related settlenent

escul ated. Although most of the structures associated with the district are
still extant, portions of residential, civic, religious andcomerci al
structures during the late 18th through 20th centuries nay al so survive
throughout the district area. Residences have historically been the nost
conmon types of structures within the district. Archaeological survivalsfor
this category of remains are |ikely present for the enter periodof
significance of the district. MNo docunented 18th century domestic sites are
currently known through later sites have been identified. A Georgian Cape on
Myp 58/13 denolished during the 1940s nay date to the late 18th century
period. A Federal period (1800-1835) house |ocated at 2047 Main Road was
destroyed by the 1938 hurricane indicating possible archaeological survivals
at that location. Qher Federal period house also destroyed including
structures originally located at My 8/ 17 and 58/ 23. The Federal period house
at Myp 50/ 23 was also the site of the original Gifford famly cenetery whose
remains were reinferred inthe early 19th century. Portions of these graves
ny still remainwithin the old cemetery over as a 100% reinferrementi s
unlikely. Structural remains nay also survive for a Qeek Revival (1835-1860)
school house on Myp 50/ 29 whi ch was noved to Rhode |sland i n 1900.

Most historic archaeological survivalsinthe district are likely associated
with the district's 18th and 19th century maritime devel opment. These
activities focused anwhaling, commerce, fishing andshopbuilding. Warves,
constructed during the early 19th century, are a focus for the districts
maritime past. Pilingsfromearlier 18th century docks nay al so survive
within 19th century wharves. Lee's wharf at the top of the point was
originally constructed in 1800 then enlarged in 1830. Portions of the earlier
which nay survive within the present wharf. Fills used for wharf construction

(continued)
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can also represent inportant archaeol ogical deposit. Gher wharves i n the
area includingAony's wharf, Cory's wharf and a fourth unnaned wharf. nly
Lee's wharf and t he unnaned wharf supported structures. Lee's wharf supported
a ca. 1830 Wiarf House which still remain. Construction features relatingto
the Wharf House constructionmay be present within thewthin thewarf. Fish
shacks, which stood on the unnaned wharf west of Al ony's wharf, are now
destroyed although archaeol ogical features which relate totheir construction
nay also survive.

VWil e wharves nay have served as thefocal point for vessels involvedi n
whal i ng, commerce, fishing and shopbuilding, i twas the service occupations
for these activities that occupied nost structures at the Point.

Archaeol ogi cal features and sites includingareas where actual halls of
vessels were constructed likely survive along the banks of the Wstport River
including the Point. The Point, however, was within location where vessels
were finished enploying tradesman such as blacksmths, coopers, sail makers,
ships carpenters, rope nmakers and any other trades which were needed f or
outfitting ships. These activities were distributed anong shacks, structures
and residences i nthe Point area nay of which do not survive today.

Archaeol ogi cal survivals for theactual structures where these activities took
place probably survive, however, nore information pertainingto these
activities nay be obtained from occupational features (trash pits, privies,
wel |'s) associated with structures still extent as well as these which no

| onger survive. Occupational related features also provide data pertaining to
individual s and social group, as well as trades. Blacksmthing i sreported on
lot 58/4 i nthe 18thcentury. Coopering was also inportant early on lots
58/13 and 83/9. Sallmaking has been reported i ntheleft over the Cory Store
on | ot 58/4 and over the Pakner Store which stood on | ot 83/6. Shops for ship
carpenters are reported on lots 58/ 3, 58/7, 58/9 and 58/11. Qher activities
directly related tomaritime trades included rumnaking, tailoring,
salt-making and milling. Rummnaking reportedly took place on lots 58/ 4 and
58/5. A retail store which dispensed grog was |located on | ot 83/5 and a
tavern existed i nthe Georgian house on | ot 83/16 after 1827. Tailoring,
another inportant activity which serviced maritime trades was present i n a
shop on | ot 83/69 and over the Davis Store which stood on | ot 83/5 and over
the Cory Store on | ot 58/ 4. Saltworks were also present i nthe district
including evaporating ponds at thenorthern end of thedistrict i nthe nmarshes
operated by a windm || which stood on thesite of thepresent cenetery. A

gristm |l served by another windm || stood on | ot 83/75. a sawm ||, inportant
for finishing off the super structure of vessels stood on | ot 83/6. That mill
was al so powered by a windm ||. Archaeological survivals for each of the

above activities and the |ocations where they take place likely remainin the
Point or district locale.

(end)
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STATEMENT G- SKai | FI CANCE

The Westport Point Historic District enbodies the histoiry of a coastal village
community that was successfully tuned toit senvironment — marsh, beach, -
harbor, and ocean — first as a source of economc livelihood and i n sone
cases wealth, and then as a scene of sunmer pleasures and diversions. The

wel | -preserved Point buildings and other elements reflect each phase of this
devel opnent from the initial 18th century settlement as a maritime villageto
its growth as a modest sunmer resort inthe late 19th and early 20th century.
h a small scale, the harbor setting provided an excellent base for fishing
and whaling and for the pursuit of related supporting crafts. Theprosperity
is reflected inthe harmony and variety of thebuilt environnent. Later, the
natural beauty of the area and the charm of thevillage captivated sunmer
residents. The dense 18th through early 20th century devel opment has remai ned
largely Intact and nodern intrusionsarefew The Westport Point Historic
District retains Integrity of location, design, setting, materials,

wor kmanshi p, feeling, and association and neets Criteria A and C of the
National Register of Historic Places, as well as Criteria Considerations A B,
and O at thelocal Ilevel.

In the 17th century and first three quarters of thel8th century, \Westport was
part of "Ad" Dartmouth, a large parcel of land purchased by Pl ynouth Col ony
proprietors from the Native American Vénpanoag |ndians i nthe 1650s. Afew
proprietors settled on their lands, but nost sold themt osettlers from Rhode
Island and Gape Cod, nost of whomwere Quakers, Baptists, or secularists who
wished tobe free of theocraticcontrol. | n 1787, following the Revol ution,
West port, Fairhaven, and New Bedford separated out from Dartmouth as

I ndependent towns. The bounds between Westport and Dartnmouth were nutual Iy
agreed upon at thetime, although small alterations were nade |ater. The
bounds between Westport and t hestate of Rhode |sland went through several
changes. None of these boundary alterations effected the Westport Point
section.

The Point area was originally settled and laid out as farns by the early
1700s. The Gifford fam |y owed and occupied thesouth end and the Maconber
famly, the northern section. The Point's prime waterfront [ocationresulted
in the establishment of a town road (Min Road), |anding, and ferry inl712.
The sheltered harbor forned by the confluence of thetwoestuaries of the
Westport River attracted seafarers from the m d 1700s. Because t he Poi nt
Itself was privately owned, the earliest whairves and maritime activities were
| ocated on the common |ands of t heHorseneck. By 1770, the pressure for
capital expansion into seafaring becane great, and the sale of house Iots and
construction of buildings on the Point had begun.

The harbor was t he scene of coastwise trading, technically defined as
smuggling, under British rule. Fewrecords have been found describing

(continued)
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activities onthe Point itself, but itslocation suggests a natural
involvenent with coastal trading. During the Revolution, small Anerican ships
used the harbor as a base for harassing the British fleet inthe vicinity.

The British were unable to navigate into the tricky harbor entrance and
shell ed houses at the entrance infrustration at not being able to reach the
ships whose nasts they could see above the Horseneck dunes.

In 1787, Westport Point was oneof three or four villages within Westport,
clusters of commercial and residential settlement around anattractive natural
resource. By 1790, there were perhaps a dozen houses onthe ti pof the Point.

Shipbuil ding, fishing, whaling, and coastal trading pronoted the growth of the
Point from 1770 until 1870. \Westport had nany ties with larger seafaring
conununltles at this time including Nantucket and Newport. |t was able, for
exanmple, to supply the white oak needed for constructionof ships and small
boats, and hundreds of ships were built for sale during the 18th and 19th
centuries. |t ls thought that the first ship inthe area built especially for
whaling was built inthe Westport River during the 1750s. Ships were built
throughout the river estuaries, closer to the stands of oak, but nost were
brought down river and "finished of f"at the Point, where the shallows around
the Point permtted this work. Among the conpletion tasks were superstructure
and interior carpentry, final nmetal working, manufacture and Installation of
sails, outfitting, andrepairs. Arude dry dock area al so existed, where
ships could be careened for repairs.

According to local written tradition, few vessels were actually built in
totality at the Point, although a thorough history of the industry has not yet
been written. Three coimmonly cited "father vessels", or local prototype
Innovative designs, were Industry, Alny, and Mexico. They were trading
vessel s owned by | ocal nerchants, which brought needed supplies to the Point
and al so engaged i n sone whaling for the Cory famly. The schooner Kate Cory,
was built by Frank Sisson and Eli Allenfor A H Cory in 1848. Shewas |ater
nade into abrig and during the Civil Vér was burned of f the coast of Africa
by the Confederate ship Alabama. The Mermaid was built inthe sane yard west
of the wharves for Andrew H cks of Westport. The Any and Paul was a fishing
vessel nade at the Point and was |ater converted to awhaling brig in 1825

The village soon devel oped a group of specialists for finishing off
activities. ThePoint had blacksmthing, coopering, rummnaking, tailoring,
shoenaki ng, shlpcarpenterlng, sallmking, ropemaking, saltworklng, sawn |Ilng
and nost other trades and techniques needed to outfit ships and sailors. The
maritinme activities were concentrated near the wharves. Shlpcarpenterlng took
place on My 83/6 and along the eastern side of the Point on My 58/3, 58/7,
58/8, and 58/11. Awsaw mill, driven by awi ndmll, stood onMyp 836 and was
operated by the Brightman famly for nany years. |t supplied the wood needed
for finishing off the upper-decks and interiors of ships. Blacksmthing

(continued)
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occurred on Mp 58/4 from the earliest days of settlement, and the stone east
end of the Cory Store (Mp 58/4, MH3# A241) was designed for protection from
these operations. Joseph Arnold, wo built the Georgian house on the adjacent
lot (Myp 585 MH3tA244), was the first blacksmth. |Inlater years, S neon
Maconber and Darius Davis were wel | -known nakers on this site of whaling
tackl e: harpoons, |ances, blubber hooks, and the like. Sallmkingwas
undertaken inthe loft of the Cory Store under the direction of the Nooning
famly, and on the second floor of the Palmer Store which formerly stood on
Mp 83/6. Wile ropes were sold at both the Davis and Cory stores, no rope
wal ks for manufacturing are known to have existedinthe village.

Rumnaking, an early and essential maritime trade took place i n structures,

| ong gone, that stood in the space between Mp 58/4 and Mp 58/5 known as the
"Still House Lot". The first distiller was Benjamn Davis, who lived in the
nearby Davis House (Mp 58/ 6, MH3# A245) begi nning about 1775. Hi's nephew
Elijah Davis, had aretail store across the street on Mp 83/5 from which grog
was dispensed. Atavern also existedinthe Georgian house on Mp 83/16 after
1827.  Coopering was done i n several locations. A cooper shop stood on the
"Still House Lot" until the 1890s. Sone casks were also nade on Mp 58/13
where a How and-fam |y (Jeorglan house once stood. |Inlater years, the casks
were stored on Mp 83/9, once the How and "garden". Sone casks full of whale
0il were still there in 1927 when the Paull fam |y bought the | ot to construct
a new house (MH3# 248).

A saltworks i nthe vicinity of the district was operated by awi ndm || that
stood on the site of the present Cenetery (Mp 58/45, MG£A800). |t drew
seawater into evaporating ponds i n the marshes east of the northern end of the
district, now known as Masquesatch Meadow This operationis depicted inS
Bourne's 1831 nap of Westport. Agrist mll, also operated by a windmll,
stood on Mp 83/75.

Tailoring was also undertaken in several places. Benjamn Hcks tailored in
the north end of the Point on Mp 83/69 from 1775. In the Davis Store that
stood on Mp 83/5 the second floor was given over to the making of sailors'
clothes, known as "slop work". Qnce the new enlarged Cory Store was built In
1841 on Mp 58/4, i talso had atailoring establishment on the second floor.
From 1825 to 1876, Varnum Maconber nade shoes i n a shop that stood south of
his house which stood on Mp 58/59. The naps of 1858 and 1871 showthe shop
as sited on the present school house | ot to the south. Qher cobblering
establishments no doubt existed, but their |ocationsare not known.

Wialing itself becane an Inportant local trade, and by the early 19th century
capitalists arrived inthe village who w shed to outfit and nanage their own
vessels. Coastal and foreign trade |ikew se becone apursuit and a neans of
great wealth. Although not directly associated with the Wstport Point
village, the Inpact of these pursuitson the town are encapsulated inthe

(continued)
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achi evenents of the redoubtable Paul Cuffee. Half-black and half-Indian,
Cuffee garnered great wealth from shipbuilding and the depl oyment of ships in
domestic and foreign trade and achieved considerable fame i n Arerica and
England by the time of his death in 1817. H's base of operations was onthe
Vst Branch of the river. ThePoint itself, at the entrance to the river
estuaries, was a port of entry and cane to have i t sown Qustons House | ocat ed
in the Cory Store, sonunerous were the Westport River vessels doing tradein
foreign waters. The Cory famly, the Mayhewfam |y, the Davis famly, and the
Hicks famly each provided two or three generations of nerchants and sailors.

The Cory Store, (ca. 1840, Map 58/4, #A241, Photo# 5] was the commerci al
center of whaling, holding supplies for that endeavoi: as well as the Qustons
House, Post Office and retail outlets for residentsand sailors. |tsscale
indicates that the whaling operations were small, but extremely lucrative.

The Thonas Mayhew House [ca. 1827, M 58/ 17, NMH3# A264, Photo # 2] represents
the type of luxuriousdwelling a merchant, near the top of the social strata
in the early 19th century, mght enjoy as anexpression of his wealth. The
census records indicate i t never housed nmore than three or four persons. The
earlier and snaller Georgian houses, onthe other hand, were often bunkhalls
for sailors and dockworkers and housed nany people. |t was not unusual to find
eight, eleven, or even fifteen persons living i nthem There were no doubt
marked social differentiations within the Point coimunlty. By 1850, a nunber
of propertieshoused "gentlenen and |adles" and domestic servants, while
others contained several famlies of craftsmen, and tenporary boarders. Sone
fam|ies even had black servants.

Wial i ng declined when cheaper illumnating oil was obtainable from petrol eum
after md-century. Although fishing and coastal trading continued from the
Point, they did not generate the great wealth that whaling had produced. The
Point declined economcally at the end of the 19th century and into the early
20th century, but has continuously retained economc ties with the sea.
Fishing, nmost recently i nthe formof |obstering, has remained anecononc
activity for perhaps a dozen small boats. Shellflshing inthe harbor inrare
years yiel ded a quick bonanza, such as when a crop of scallops was worth
several thousands of dollars, but wasnot areliable source of substantial
Income. During Prohibition rumrunning brought quick i f dangerous nonies to a
few famlies. These activities, however, required noconsistent industrial or
commercial base, and as the trades associated with whaling disappeared, the
Qustons House cl osed, andthe general stores for world-wde sailing shut up.
The docks served coal barges put into supply residences, and pleasure fishing
boats tied up beside the small nunber of remaining coastal schooners and
fishing boats, but the great days of wealth from whaling were finished by the
1880s.

A second maj or period of devel opment began after the Civil Vér and accel erated
into the present, that spurred by sunmer visitors and newsunmer residents.

(continued)
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The growth of sunmer resorts onthe NewEngl and coast was ubiquitous during
this period, as urban residents sought escape from crowded and hot cities.
VWiile the Inpact of this trend brought fundanental changes to the underlying
social structure andeconony of Westport Point, aswell asmdifications to
its building fabric and|andscape, in general the scale was noderate and
unostentatious.

West port Point was discovered primarily by recreational sailors and by wordof
mouth. The earliest sunmer people "discovered" the Point by sailing toit
from NewYork or Boston as part of yacht club squadrons. The harbor appeal ed
to themand drew them back often, bringing friends who also settled here. The
Val entine House [ca. 1869, Map 83/31, MH3# A284, Photo# 8] i s an exceptionally
el aborate sunmer house, and |l lustrates the inportant I|npact upon the Point
and adjacent areas of outside wealth. Therelative splendor of the Valentine
House, however, was not repeated, suggesting that in the end, sophisticated
and urban tastes found other shore conmunities nore favorable. Inaddition,
nmuch of the prime coastal land at the Point was al ready devel oped, limting
opportunities for new construction.

Two attenpts to actively pronote the area nmet with [imted success. About
1897, ahotel [Hotel House, ca. 1897, Map 48/ 79, MH3# A361] for suimer
visitors was constructed on Main Road, but declined after about a decade of
operation and was nostly destroyed by fire. Inthe 1910s or 1920s, a M.
Shel don, who at that time owned the Val entine House, devel oped an anbitious
plan for alarge residential subdivisiononthe Horseneck and the construction
of aconnecting railroad through the Point, The project did not reach
fruition, but Shel don may have been responsible for the devel opnent of the

Val entine Lane subdivisionat about this time. |In general, however, newconers
built houses inthe few remining open lots, remodeled outbuildings such as
henhouses, or purchased ol der houses as they becane available, thus preserving
nany of the earlier historic qualities of the village.

The Individual sandfamlies who conprised the sunmer comunity at the Point
by the turn of the century consisted largely of people associated with
education andthe arts. Wiile not an "art conmunity" per se, there was a
strong contingent of secondary school teachers andtheorists, aswell as

musi ci ans and teachers of music, nostly from the Boston (Canbridge and
Concord) area. \Wile the nusicians played together infortnally, there were no
recitals or other public prograns. Fine arts andcrafts were also represented
to alesser extent. Another group of siinmer residents originatedin the New
York and NewlJersey area. Sone sunmer residents were from the closest urban
centers of Fall River or NewBedford andwere attracted particularly by sport
fishing. Todate, nosummer residents of particular note have been
identified. However, President F. D Roosevelt was the nost fanous sunmer
visitor prior to 1940. Heregularly stopped to stay with his friend Howe on
Hor senack Beach before going to Canpobello, giving El eanor Roosevelt the
opportunity to shop at the Point stores.

(continued)
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As a group the sunmer people commngled with the older famliesand provided
consi derable enploynent and cashflow. There are innumerable stories of
wondering interaction between the ol d Yankees and the new residents, of going
to church and to sea together, of boarding and eating together, of painting,
dancing and wal king together. Boats were built, houses were constructed, and
even sone marriages enacted. (h the other hand, the natives retained a
critical distance and anbivalent regard for the flora and fauna of sunmer.
The Inportant places where sunmer people and natives interactedwere the
Jfethodist Church and the waters of the harbor.

The historical and architectural significance of the Point lies in the
aggregate rather than inindividual properties. N major architects or
craftsmen produced work within the district, which is notable primarily for
its vemacul ar and functional qualities. N doubt the Valentine House was
architect designed, but the Identity of the designer has not yet been

di scovered.

Archaeol ogical Significance

Since patterns of prehistoric occupation in Wstport are poorly understood,
any survivingsites would be significance. Site inthis area can be Inportant
by documenting the effects of sea level rise during the prehistoric period.
Native Anerican subsistence and settlement pattems in this area underwent a
change through time from an early inland riverine focus to that of a marine
related ecosystemduring the |ate Archai e/ Wodl and period. Ay site which
survive inthis area can help docunent these changes through time as well as
provide nore general inforaatlon on prehistoric settlement and subsistence in
the Westport/Dartnouth | ocal e.

Hi storic archaeol ogi cal remains described above have the potential for
providing detailedinformationon the social, cultural and economc pattens
that characterized life ina coastal village comunity as it grew from
agricultural beginning toa maritinme village inthe 18th and 19th centuries
then sunmer resort inthe latel9th and 20th centuries archaeol ogical remains
of residential, commercial and civic structures as well as associated
occupational related features offer the opportunity to study a small village
growth as it successfully adopted to a marine environment and changing
regional and natural econony. Since nuch of the structural devel opment in the
district his remained Intact their study in conjunction with records and
surviving archaeol ogical features offers a sonewhat imagine opportunity to
study social as well as industrial/economc growh ina coastal cotmunity for
over 200 years.

(end)
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9. MNAR Bl BLI G3RAPH CAL FHFHRENES

Hal |, Katharine Stanley & Sow e, Mary Hannah, TheVillage of Westport
Point, NewBedford: Anthony, 1914.

Ad Dartnmouth Historical Society papers. New Bedford Waling Museum
New Bedf or d.

Y\f;?t port Historical Cotmmission architectural, geneologlcal &historical
iles.

10. GEAPH CGAL DATA

UM Coor di nat es;

5) 19 326940 4598080 8) 19 326600 4599420

6) 19 327020 4598110 9) 19 326580 4599460

7) 19 326540 4599380

Verbal Boundary Description;

See attached Westport assessors' naps #83 and #85.

Boundary Justification;

The boundaries of thedistrict aredrawn t o enconpass t he concentration of

historic buildings, sites, structures, andobjects andtheir associated |and
that together conprise thehistoric core of theWstport Point village.
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Manchest er House
Garage
St. fence posts

Bassett House
St. fence posts

Ni chol s House
Qut Stone Wl l

Bri ght man House
Barn
Vdoden dock

Bassett Barn
Qit Stone wal

House

Dyer House
Barn

Bam

Cenetery
Qut stone walls

Carter House
Gar age
Cot t age

West port Point Historic District

West port, Massachusetts

D STR CT' DATA SHET

STRET DATE -
ATHESS CGONSTR.CTT ON
1942 ca. 1841
1944 ca. 1880
ca. 1860
ca. 1880
1940 ca. 1840
ca. 1935
ca. 1850
1936 ca. 1853
ca. 1853
1935 ca. 1953
ca. 1870
1933 ca. 1790/ 1840
ca. 1840
ca. 1935
1934A ca. 1853
ca. 1853
1932 ca. 1930
1930 ca. 1872
1928 ca. 1880
ca. 1880
ca. 1830
ca. 1830
1919 ca. 1908
ca. 1930
ca. 1930

>
=

OO0 OO0 O0O000O OO OO0 OZ 00O 000 0O00Z0

O

O

7 of 1
STYLE RERRORE
QG eek Rev. B
B
Victorian 0
Victorian B
QG eek Rev. B
vernacul ar B
Victorian 0
QG eek Rev. B
Victorian 0)
vernacul ar B
Victorian 0
Georgian/ Geek Rev. B
QG eek Rev. B
0
Qeek Rev. B
Victorian 0
vernacul ar B
Col oni al Rev. B
B
B
51
0
vernacul ar B
vernacul ar B
vernacul ar B



83/ 61

58/ 49

83/ 62

58/ 50

58/ 52

58/ 53

83/ 63

58/ 55

58/ 56
83/ 64

NALZ/

A330

A331

A333

A332

A334

A335

A336

A337

A3 38
A340

H STAR CNAME

House
Fd. stone wall

Chur ch
Pari sh House

House
Bri ght man House
Carriage shed

How and House
Shed

Bri ght man House
Gar age
Fd. stone wal l

Sow e House
Gar age
stone posts

Law ence House
Gar age

Tool shed

Bri ght man House
School

Cl ark House
Cottage

West port Point Historic District
Massachusetts
D STR CT DATA SHEET

Vst port

STRET
ATHRESS

1913

1912

1905
1903

1904

1900

1898

1893

1892

1886
1885

DATE O
GONSTR.LCTT AN

Ca.
ca.

Ca.
ca.

ca.
ca.
ca.

Ca.
ca.

Ca.
ca.
ca.

ca.
ca.
ca.
ca.
ca.
ca.
ca.
Ca.

ca.
ca.

1950
1870

1884
1968

1890
1829
1890

1845
1960

1844
1935
1890

1845
1935
1850

1920
1930
1990
1824
1904

1918
1930

STATLG

O

O

O

o0 o0 0 %OO 000 000 Z0 MO I0 oL

SIYLE

Cape

Carpenter Gothic
vernacul ar

vernacul ar
Federal cape
vernacul ar

Qeek Rev.
ver nacul ar

Qeek Rev.
ver nacul ar
Victorian

Qeek Rev.
vernacul ar
Victorian

Col oni al Rev.
ver nacul ar
vernacul ar

Federal cape
Neocl assl ¢

Col oni al Rev.
Col oni al Rev.

8 of 12

W W W WWw OWW OWW WWWw WWwWw Ww oW



83/ 66

58/ 59
83/ 67

58/ 61

83/ 68

58/ 64

83/ 69

58/ 79

83/ 75
83/ 76

A342

A343
A344

A345

A346

A347

A348

A316

A362
A362A

H STAR C NAME

Tripp House
Qit stone wal
wel | cover

Under wood House

Devol | House
Store

Gar age

Gar age

Bri ght man House

Gar age
Stone wal |

Hal | House
Shop
Vel |l cover

Leval | ey House
Fd. stone wal

H cks House
Fd. stone wall
Pi cket fence
Hot el House
Paul | House

Manchest er House

Westport Point Historic District
Massachusetts

West port,

D STR CT DATA SHET

STRET
ATHRESS

1881

1878

1875
1877

1874

1871

1868

1865

1856

1853
1847

DATE G-

GONSTR.LCT AN

ca.
ca.
ca.

ca

ca.
ca.
ca.
ca.

ca.
ca.
ca.
ca.
ca.
ca.

ca.
ca.

ca.
ca.
ca.
ca.
ca.

ca.

1812
1850
1880

. 1825

1854
1920
1920
1930

1790
1935
1935
1908
1920
1870

1950
1870

1775
1870
1800
1897
1939

1897

STATLG

000

O O O 000 OZ OO0 000 0000

SITYLE

Federal / Victorian
Victorian
Victorian

Federal cape
Qeek Rev.
vernacul ar

ver nacul ar
vernacul ar

Cape

ver nacul ar

Col oni al Rev.
ver nacul ar
Victorian

Cape

Cape

Bungal ow
Col oni al Rev.

ver nacul ar

9 of 1c
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58/ 80
58/ 81

83/ 77

83/ 78

58/ 82

58/ 83

58/ 85
83/ 80

83/ 81
58/ 86

NALZ/

A362B
A219

A220

A221

A222

A222A
A224

A224
A225

H STCR C NAME

Paul | House

Cory House
Gar age

Vacant Lot

Bri ght man House
Barn
Shed

Tri pp House
Shed

Maconber House
Garage
Hi tching post

House

Maconber House
Bam
Pi cket fence

Vacant Lot

G fford House
Garage

Cut stone &pi cket
fence

wel | cover

Westport Point Historic District

West port, Massachusetts
D STR CT' DATA SHET

STRET
ATHESS

1846
1838

1835

1834

1832

1824
1823

1818

DATE O+
GONSTR.CTI ON

ca. 1938

ca. 1824
ca. 1935

ca. 1788-
1825
1950

ca. 1870
ca. 1930

ca. 1840
ca. 1935
ca. 1840

ca. 1950

ca. 1780
ca, 1880
ca, 1880

ca, 1855
ca. 1935

ca. 1880
ca. 1880
ca. 1880

STATUB

00
O 0

000 % 000 0L 200

00000

STYLE

Col oni al Rev.

Cape

ver nacul ar

CGape
Feder a
ver nacul ar

vemacul ar

Q eek Rev.
vernacul ar
Victorian

ranch

Cape
Victorian
Victorian

Geek Rev. Cape

vernacul ar
Victorian
Victorian

10 of 12
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st port Point Historic District
West port, Massachusetts
D STR CT DATA SHET

11 of 12
M/ NALZ/ H STAR C NAME STRET DATE O STATUS STYLE RSO RE
ATRESS GON\STR.CTT ON
58/ 87 A363 Dyer House 1814 ca. 1855 C Qeek Rev. Cape B
Gar age ca. 1935 C vernacul ar B
Qut stone wal | C 0
83/ 82 A364 Taber House 1813 ca. 1806 C Federal cape B
Bar n ca. 1910 C vernacul ar B
Gar age ca. 1935 C vernacul ar B
Qut house ca. 1870 C vernacul ar B
58/ 88 A365 Thonpki ns House 1860 ca. 1840 C Geek Rev. B
Barn ca. 1890 C vernacul ar B
Castlron fence ca. 1860 C Victorian 0
VALENTI NE LANE
83/ 21 A268 Fi sh House 6 ca. 1938 C vernacul ar B
shed ca. 1938 C vernacul ar B
cut stone wall ca. 1840 C Victorian 0]
83/ 22 A269 Ant hony House 10 ca. 1900 C Bungal ow B
Gar age ca. 1940 C vernacul ar B
83/ 23 A270 House 14 ca. 1900 C Front Gable B
Gar age ca. 1935 C Fol k/ vernacul ar B
83/24 A271 Val entine House 16 ca. 1900 C vernacul ar B
Gar age ca. 1935 C vernacul ar B
83/25 A271 Vacant Lot
83/ 26 A272 Val enti ne- Si npson House 24 ca. 1900 C Col oni al Rev. B
Gar age 1961 vernacul ar B



M/ NALZ/
83/ 27 A273
83/28  A274
83/ 29 A275
CAE Bl AL LANE
83/ 70A  A349
83/ 72 A354
83/73  A359
83/74  A360
83/103 A357
83/111 A358
TOAL IESARES

H STAR C NAME
G fford House
Gar age

House
Gar age

Earl e House

Spi cer House
Field stone wall

Fitch House
Gar age

Buf f um House
Shed

Lut her House
Shed

Maconber barn
Fd. stone wall

Kel sey House
field stone wall

173 Contributing Buildings
2 Contributing Sites
5 Contributing Structures
53 Contributing Qojects

st port

Poi nt

West port,
O STR CT DATA SHET

STRET
ATRESS
21

17

11

24

21

15

43

31

Historic District

Massachusetts

DATE OF
GONSTR.LCTT AN

ca. 1903
ca. 1930

ca. 1910
ca. 1935

ca. 1890

ca. 1900
ca. 1934
ca. 1934

ca. 1928
ca. 1928

ca. 1927
ca. 1935

ca. 1854
ca. 1854

ca. 1931
ca. 1860

26 Noncontributing Buildings
4 Noncontributing Structures

STATLG

oo 00

o0 OO0 OO0 OO0 00 OO0

STYLE
Shingle style
vernacul ar

Ganbr el
vernacul ar

vernacul ar

vernacul ar
Col oni al Rev.
Col oni al Rev.

Col oni al Rev.
vernacul ar

Col oni al Rev.
vernacul ar

Victorian

Col oni al Rev.

12 of 12
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January 31, 1992

M. Janes T. Cole

Director, Ofice of Real Estate

U S. Postal Service

475 L' Enfant Plaza, SW

Véshi ngton, BC 20260 -4

Dear M. Cole;

W are pleased toinform youthat the Westport Point Post Office i s included
in the Westport Point HistoricDistrict, Wstport, Massachusetts which will be
considered by the Massachusetts Historical Coomssion or nomnation to the
National Register of Historic Places. The National Register of Historic
Places i s the Federal governnment's official list of historic properties worthy
of preservation. Listing in the National Register provides recognitionand
assists in preserving our Nation's heritage.

Listing of this district provides recognition of thecommunity's historic

i nportance and assures protective review of Federal projects that mght
adversely affect thecharacter of thedistrict. |f thedistrict islistedin
the National Register, certain Federal investnment tax credits for
rehabilitation and other provisions nay apply.

Listing in the National Register does not nean that limtationswill be placed
on the properties by the Federal goverment. Public visitation rights arenot
required of owners. The Federal governnent will not attached restrictive
covenants tothe properties or seek toacquire them |f a property is listed
in the National Register, theowner nay do anything with it that he/she
wishes, imess state or federal funds, permts, or |icensingare used, or

unl ess sone other regional and/or |ocal ordinance or policy isin effect.

In Massachusetts, properties noninated tothe National Register are
automatically listed onthe State Register of HistoricPlaces. There are no
limtations, public visitation requirenments, or restrictive covenants for
private properties included inthe State Register. State Register properties
owned by municipalities and nonprofit organizations nay conpete for state
restoration grants.

Massachusetis Historical Commission, Judith B. MdDanaugh, Executive Director, Sate Higtoric Presarvation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617)727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michad J. Connolly, Serdary \Y
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You areinvited toattend the neeting of the Massachusetts Historical
Commssion, at which the nomnation will be considered. The Comrm ssion will
neet on Vdnesday, March 11, 1992 at t he State Archives Buil di ng, 220
Morrissey Boul evard, Dorchester, Mssachusetts at 1:00 PM  The GComm ssi on
meeting i s apublic meeting and al | interestedparties are encouragedto
attend.

If you have special needs, andwould |ike toattend the neeting, please
contact the Conmssion, and staff will nake any arrangenents that are
necessary.

Shoul d you have any questions about this nomnation before the Mssachusetts
Hi storical Commssion neeting, please contact ne at this office.

Si ncerely, R -l . y..

hth. B. MDonough N
Executive Director :
State Historic Preservation Officer \[.
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion , -

JBM hl b , toe

cc; Richard Wrtz, Chairperson, \Wstport Historical Comm ssion
G nny Adans, Public Archaeol ogy Laboratory



Telephone 1-508-636-8822

TOWN OF WESTPORT Admin. Asst. 6362115

MASSACHUSETTS 02790

BOARD OF SELECTMEN

. April 6, 1992

Doug Kelleher

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

80 Boyl ston Street

Bost on, Massachusetts 02116 >

Re: National Register District Nom nation i nWestport

Dear M. Kelleher: '

In response t oyour recent inquiry into this Board's
position on thenom nation of t heWstport Point areafor
designation as a National Register District, please be advised
that we fully support nomi nation by your Comm ssion at your April
8, 1992 hearing. , _ ..

V¢ ar epleased at t heanount of public outreach undertaken
by t heWestport Historical Comm ssion especially since we are
aware that they have by f ar exceeded thelegally required level
throughout t heprocess.

Thank youf or your consideration, andplease feel freeto
contact Sally Adanms i nour office should youhave any questions
or require any additional informatio]

cruly yours,

FAncois A ii-apert”

- Thomas Perk:

xc: Westport Historic Conmm ssion
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April 27, 1992

Carol Shul |

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

PO Box 37127

Washi ngton, BC 20013- 7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed youwill find the followi ng nomnation foirm

VWestport Point Historic District, Westport (Bristol County), Massachusetts
02791.

The nom nation was voted eligible bythe State Review Board and has been
signed by theState Historic Preservation Officer. Oaners were notified of
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the nmeeting and
were afforded t heopportunity t ocooment. Qneletter of support has been
received from the Westport Board of Sel ectnen.

Sincerely,
-1
<yr

Betsy Friedberg Q
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

encl osure

cc: Richard Wertz, Chairman, Wesport Historical Conm ssion
Virginia Adans, Public Archaeology Laboratory, Inc.
Francois A Napert, Chairnan, Wstport Board of Sel ectmen
Sally Adans, Westport Town Adml nstrator

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



