


I. DeSCl’iption NEECHAM Davis-M | ls House, 954 Central Street

Condi tion Check one Check one
X excel | ent deteriorated X unaltered X origina site
good ruins altered noved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Davis Mills House sits proudly on a three-acre site on a sloping hillside overlooking
Needhami's ol d town center, now Townsend Green. Surrounding the house are lawns, fields,
and gardens. Tw unattached buildings — a barn and a nore nodern garage — also stand

nearby.

The Mills House was built in 1834, and is a good local exanple of the |ate Federal style.
The wood frame house is Ih stories high with a gable roof and five bay facade. Detailing
the double cube conposition are twin rear wall chimeys, six over six w ndow sash, and a
delicate center entrance on the facade. This entry is conmposed of tw slender undecorated
pilasters topped with a high, dentillatedfrieze and projecting cornice, all containing
narrow hal f-height sidelights and a six-panelled door. Extending west (to the rear) from
the main block is the original kitchen ell, Ih stories high with a gable roof. To this
wing was added in 1916 an additional 2h story ell, which now contains a nore nodern
kitchen and work area. Several unobtrusive changes have been nade to these rear wings,
anong them a bay w ndow, dorner wi ndows, and two secondary entrances.

The main block of the house has a parlor on either side of the front door and bedroons
above. (e of the npbst notable interior features is a circular stairway which rises
steeply to the second floor. Although somewhat cranped, the use of this motif does add
a good deal of style to a "country house," and reflectsa sophisticated turn of mnd on
the part of a country builder.

The Mills House has been well preserved by itssuccessive owners and is in excellent
physical condition.
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