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Office 01 the Secretary, State House, Boston 

A In Area no. Form no. 
191-A 

' 1- Town V / o r c e s t e r " 

Addr8ss 36 B u t l e r S t r e e t 

Name L a r c h n o n t ( O l d name) 

2, Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of fo rm 
Photo number 

Present use f u n e r a l s e r v i c e 

W a l t e r L u n d i n and 
Present owner S t a n l e y O t t e r 

Description: 

Date I 8 S 8 

R o l l #12 

1866 p h o t o i n o v m e r ' s 
Source p o s s e s s i o n 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 

Indicate north. 

Style I t a l i a n a t e 

other buildings. 

Architect E l b r i d g e Boyden? - see #9 

Exterior wall fabric alurninuni s i d i n < 

Outbuildings (describe) none 

Other features c e n t e r e n t r a n c e t h r o u g 
p a v i l i o n w i t h hooded P a l l a d i a n vr in_ 
dow a t second s t o r e y surmounted b}^" 
l o w g a b l e , o r i g i n a l s i d e and e n t r y 

c u p o l a removed • c a » 1 9 3 8  
Altered ci 'ri-ing Date -\ gyns 

Moved no Date 

OTM 5. 
A s s e s s o r s ' Book 10 , p.l+3> 

Lot size: L o t ? 1 2 , 2 0 ^ ^ 3 8 ? s q . f t . 

One acre or less X Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 1 2 0 ' 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

ZOJ 
S. Jerome  

Recorded by e d . B.x^. P f e i f f e r 

Organization V/ora . H e r i t a g e ? r e s . Soc 

Date November 1977 

(over) 

00^/ n nn 



7. Origitxal owner (if known) ^^^^^^ ^^^^^^ 

Original use res idence 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates f u n e r a l s e r v i c e 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

Located on a h i l l s i d e i n wh^fc was countryside i n the l850s, Larchmont ' 
is a rare survivor of the many I t a l i a n a t e and Second Empire style v i l l a s , 
which dotted the h i l l s i d e s around VJorcester i n the l850s and l860s. 
B u i l t as the country home of Ransom Taylor, the house i s a two-storey 
frame stru c t u r e , set on a granite foundation. The building's facade i s 
symmetrical about a s l i g h t l y projecting c e n t r a l p a v i l i o n w i t h a low gable. 
At the f i r s t storey of the p a v i l i o n i s an o r i g i n a l bracketed entry porch 
(glazing added) and arched entry; at the second storey i s a Palladian 
window v/ith a moulded cap set on consoles; and at the t h i r d storey i s an 
oculus. Flanking the p a v i l i o n are over-sized windows i n moulded frames 
wi t h caps (1st storey) and windoT^rs i n moulded frames on eonsoles (2d 
storey). Symmetrical porches w i t h brackets and o r i g i n a l balustrades exist 
at either end of the facade. Alterations to the b u i l d i n g include the 
removal of i t s o r i g i n a l octagonal cupola, the addition of a porte-cochere 
and the i n s t a l l a t i o n of alurainum slewing (no d e t a i l s were removed f o r the 
si d i n g ) . Despite these a l t e r a t i o n s , Larchmont remains among the c i t y ' s 
f i n e s t examples of I t a l i a n a t e architecture. 

I t seems l i k e l y that Larchmont was designed by Elbridge Boyden, V- • ; 
a^rchitect of Mechanics' H a l l , although the reference i s somewhat ' - -
cojafused. The obituary of Elbridge Boyden notes that Boyden designed 
the "present residence of R.C. Taylor'* (I898). As Taylor's home i n C 
1898 was a house knovm to have been designed by Elias Carter, see 
Form l i j - l - F , and b u i l t i n l8ij.2 f o r Lc->vi Bov:ley, i t i s l i k e l y that the 

' - - i ' . , (cent.) 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

1866 photograph i n possession of ovmer, " ' " -----^y- - -

Crane, E.B. Histori c Homes and I n s t i t u t i o n s and Genealogical and 
Personal liemoirs of Worcester County, llassachusetts. 
v o l . I I , pp. 236-237 (Taylor biography) 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 
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Indicate each item on inventory form whidi is being continued below. 

9. H i s t o r i c a l significance 

obituary reference was meant to indicate Larchmont, which was then 
the residence of R.F.Taylor, son of Ransom C. Taylor. Supportive of 
a Boyden a t t r i b u t i o n are d e t a i l s of Larchmont wich resemble other 
known Boyden designs of the 1850s. 

Ransom Taylor was born i n Winchester, New Hampshire i n 1829. and 
as a c h i l d , I833, moved to Northbridge, Massachusetts where his 
father was "engaged i n the meat business." Around I851. Taylor moved 
to Worcester where he l i v e d u n t i l his death i n I898. Taylor's f i r s t 
l i s t i n g i n l o c a l d i r e c t o r i e s (1853) gives his occupation as"Tripe 
Manufacturer" i n the Quinsigamond area of the c i t y (where Larchmont 
i s located); i t seems clear that he also became involved i n r e a l 
estate speculation and development soon a f t e r his a r r i v a l . According 
to his obituary, Taylor made a practice of purchasing as much land 

as he could, and, as the c i t y ' s population boomed, saw the value of 
his investments more than double i t s e l f . As the c i t y ' s largest prop­
e r t y holder. Taylor reputedly b u i l t the c i t y ' s f i r s t seven-storey 
block, along with many other buildings i n the downtown area. From 
1858 u n t i l I883 Taylor l i v e d at Larchmont; a f t e r I883 he occupied 
the Dowley-Taylor Mansion at 770 Main Street (form l 4 l - F ) . 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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