007/

n

FORM B - BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSIONA
Office Olthe Secretary, State House, Boston

2, Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number

Roll #12

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north.

OTM

(over)

nn

D. Lot size: Lot? 12,

In Area no. Form no.
191-A
1- Town V/orcester"
Addr8ss 36 Butler Street
Name Larchnont (Old name)
Present use funeral service
Walter Lundin and
Present owner Stanley Otter
Description:
Date 1858
1866 photo in ovmer's
Source possession
Style ltalianate
Architect Elbridge Boyden? - see #9
Exterior wall fabric  alurninuni sidin<
Outbuildings (describe) none
Other features center entrance throug

pavilion with hooded Palladian vrin_
dow at second storey surmounted b}""

low gable, original side and entry

cupola removed e ca»1938
Altered ci'ri-ing Date Agyns
Moved no Date

A ssessors' Book 10, p.I+3>
20~"387? sq.ft.

One acre or less X Over one acre

Approximate frontage 120’

Approximate distance of building from street

ZQJ
S. Jerome

Recorded by ed. B.x*. Pfeiffer

Organization V/ora. Heritage ?res. Soc

Date November 1977



7. Origitxal owner (if known) ANNNNIN - NINNINNI

Original use residence
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates funeral service

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Located onahillside inwc was countryside in the |850s, Larchnont '
is arare survivor of the many Italianate and Second Enpire style villas,
which dotted the hillsides around VJorcester in the 1850s and | 860s.

Built as the country home of RansomTayl or, the house is a two-storey
frame structure, set ona granitefoundation. Thebuilding'sfacadel s
symetrical about a slightly projecting central pavilion with a | owgable.
At the first storey of the pavilion is anoriginal bracketed entry porch
(glazing added) andarched entry; at the second storey i s a Palladian

w ndow v/ith a nmoul ded cap set on consoles; andat the third storer s an
oculus. Flanking the pavilion areover-sized wi ndows in noul ded Tranmes
with caps (1st storey) andwndoT*rs i n moul ded frames on eonsol es ( 2d .
storey%. Symretrical porches with brackets andoriginal balustrades exist
at either endof the facade. Alterations tothe building include the
removal of itsoriginal octagonal cupola, the addition of a porte-cochere
and the installation of alurainum slewing (no details were renmoved for the
siding). Despite these alterations, Larchnmont remains anmong the city's
finest exanples of Italianate architecture.

It seens |ikely that Larchnmont was designed by Elbridge Boyden, W e ;
a’rchitect of Mechanics' Hall, although the reference i s sonewhat ' - -
cojafused. The obituary of El bridge Boyden notes that Boyden designed

the "present residence of RC Taylor'* (1898). As Taylor's honme i n C
1898 was a house knovm t ohave been designed by Elias Carter, see
Formlij-I-F, andbuilt in 8.2 for Le->i Bov:ley, i tis likely thatthe

- -i'., (cent.)

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,

early maps, etc.)
1866 photograph in possession of ovmer, " B ny- - -
Crane, E B. Historic Hones and Institutions and Geneal ogi cal and

Personal liemoirs of Worcester County, |l assachusetts.
vol. Il pp. 236-237 (Taylor biography)



| NVENTARY FORM GONTI NUATI ON SHEET Community: Form No:

MSSACHEETTS H STAR CAL GOVNSS ON Worcester 191-A
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Ngne Larchmont

Indicate each itemon inventory formwhidi is being continued bel ow
9. Historical significance

obituary reference was neant to indicate Larchnmont, which was then
the residence of R F.Taylor, son of RansomC Taylor. Sﬁg?ortive of
a Boyden attribution are details of Larchmont wich resemnle other
known Boyden designs of the 1850s.

RansomTayl or was born i n Wnchester, Nw Hanpshire in 1829. and
as a child, 1833, noved to Northbridge, Massachusetts where his
father was "engaged in the neat business.” Around |851. Taylor noved
to Worcester where he lived until his death in 1898. Taylor's first
listing inlocal directories (1853) gives his occupation as"Tripe
Manufacturer" in the Quinsiganond area of the city (where Larchnont
is located); i t seens clear that he also becane involved in rea
estate specul ation and devel opnent soon after his arrival. According

to his obituary, Taylor nmade a practice of purchasing as ruch |and
as he could, and, as the city's popul ation booned, saw the value of
his investments nore than double itself. As the city's largest prop-
erty holder. Taylor reputedly built the city's first seven-storey
block, along with many other buildingsin the downtown area. From
1858 wuntil 1883 Taylor lived at Larchnont; after 1883 he occupied
the Dowl ey- Tayl or Mansion at 770 Main Street (form |4]-F).

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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