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Exterior.
The Peter Westervelt House was built in two sections.
The mtln, or West, wing Is a 1^ story brownstone 

structure with a gambrel roof. The front facade, facing South, 
has a later full length one story porch. The house has three 
bay and a side hall. The windows are 12/12 sash with 
paneled shutters. The windows snd door have flat stone lintels 
There are later dormers on the roof.

The East addition, built in 1810 when Peter Westervelt 
married Fransiney DeMott and moved into her fathers house 
(which Peter built). The addition also has a full length 
portico across the South facade. The wing Is « 2i story 
frame building covered with clapboard and has a gpble roof. 
There ®re four bays ©nd an offset center door. Even though 
the Epst wing Is 2j stories it still does not rise as high 
as the l£ story gembrel roof section. The windows in the 
second floor of the Eest wing are 6/6 sash. The first floor 
windows ere 12/12 sash and 8/8 sash, all with louvered 
shutters.

There has bsen a modern kitchen added onto the East 
end of the house.

On the grounds is g»n e*rly 19th century Dutch style ^arn. 
Altered completely on the exterior, the frame and some of 
the interior remains Intact. Presently used as a garage and 
storage building.

Interior.
Jtfpon entering the 1808 section by the South facade, which 

is the front, one opens the front door onto a long side hall, 
33 feet long and 11 feet wide. An Interesting st^irwuy, of 
Ad»mesque style, is ®t the far end of the hall. Opposite the 
stairway is a modern enclosed bathroom,,. There are two rooms 
to the left of the hall; the parlor »nd the library. The 
mantelpieces In these rooms pre works of »rt, done in the 
contemporary Adamesque style of the ls»te 18th, early 19th 
century. Also of note in these two rooms snd the hall are 
the base boards, the ceiling cornices, ©nd the door framing. 
The Parlor, the lurger of the two rooms, is 18 feet by 18 
feet while the Library is 16 feet 9 inches by Ik feet.

The E»st wing has three main rooms and two smaller store 
rooms. The Dining Room, 1? feet by 1? feet, has a fireplace 
and mantel, quite plsin in comparison to the msntsls in the 
earlier section. The E#st wing has been extensively altered.

There is a modern kitchen and playroom in the f«x East 
wing.

The character of the interior of the house has been 
somewhat jeopardized since the building has become a day-care 
center for the youngsters of Englewood.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Architecture.
Peter Westervelt, a master carpenter by trade, built 

the Gambrel roof section ©f the house in 1808 for Henry 
DeMott, Two years later Westervelt married DeMott *s 
daughter Fransiney and moved into the house for which the 
frame addition waa built. The h&use was eventually Inherited 
by Peter Westervelt and his wife and thereafter was known 
as the Westervelt House.

The 1808 Western section is brownstone and has a. 
typical esrly 19th century Dutch gambrel roof. The house 
is a good example of the blending of New Jersey Dutch 
techniques and the Federal Architectural style,

The 1810 frame addition is much plainer than the 
brownstone section. It appears to h^ve built out of 
expediency rather than workmanship. *

The m»in section ©f the Westervelt House has exquisite 
examples ©f the Adumesque Mantel. They are perhaps 
unparalleled in New Jersey in the carved details which 
they exhibit. One mantel, however, was recently altered 
by cutting a section out of the paneling. This section now 
rests over the doorway which le^ds into the Parlor.

Other noteworthy elements of the house are the celling 
cornices, the base boards, and the newel post, bsnister, 
and the risers of the stplrw^y. On the sides of the risers 
are further Adsmesaue details.

barn complexes left in New Jersey, and especially in the now 
urbanized area of Hsckensack and Snglewood. The existence 
of the Peter Westervelt House ©nd Bi^rn is unusual and 
should be preserved to provide an indication of rural 
life in New Jersey in the 1800 *s.
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