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STATEMENT

The original function of tine Saengerfest Halle was to provide a' large public assembly area for the-
pex:formmg and viewing of mysical events (see- "Descrlptlon," reverse side). The exterior modifig
of the corner pavilions and window openings have not diminished its original
scale or utilitarian stature.
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IFICANCE

This building was the site for a major German-American cultural event,. the
Saengerfest of 1895. This building was constructed specifically for this event .
and is the chief surviving structure associated with German culture in the city.
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DESCRIPTION

The Northwestern Saengerbund, a German musical organization in the upper midwest
dedicated to keeping the German musical tradition alive, met in Davenport for a three
day festival. July 28-30, 1898. The event was known as the "Davenport Saengerfest."
Adolph Weis, the secretary of the Saengerbund, was instrumental in organizing and
bringing it to Davenport. Singers for the regional fest came from Illinois,
Wisconsin, Indiana, Missourl and Iowa. Iowa ‘communities included Dubuque,
Burlington, Elkader, Muscatine, Manning, Ottumwa and Davenport with 137 singers. A
total of 1,467 singers participated. So important was the Saengerfest to German-
Americans that local telegraph companies hired on extra German speaking telegraph
operators to handle the extra business generated by German language newspaper
reporters. Davenport's German singing tradition had begun shortly after German

(See continuation sheet)

SOURCES
Davenport Illustrated. Saengerfest Souvenir, Davenport, Iowa, 1898,
Richter, August,' A True History of Scott County, Iowa," Davenport Democrat,
October 31, 1920.
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ARCHITECTURAL/ HIS TORICAL SURVEY - DAVENPORT, IOWA

DESCRIPTION (Continued)

lot 2, G.C.R. Mitchell's Addition; thence North 167.75 feet, more or less; thence
East 80 feet; thence North 20 feet; thence East 120 feet; thence South 58 feet;
thence East 501 feet; thence South 112 feet; thence West 250.1 feet to point of
beginning.

immigrants began arriving. The "Liedertafel" organized in 1848 and the "Davenport
Maennerchor" formed in 185l1. Another group, the "Gruetti Verin" organized later

in the 1850's. In 1858 Davenport was selected as the site for the Saengerfest -of
the Northwestern Saengerbund. The Saengerbund was begun just three years earlier
by German settlers. Other 19th century German singing groups included the

Germania Saengerchor, Gesang Verein Teutonia, Northwest Davenport Lierdertofel,
Eintracht Glee Club, Harmonia Damen Choir, Claus Groth Singing Society, Turner:
Singing Section, Thalia Verein, Vorwaertz Singing Society and Harugaria Maennerchor.
The Saengerfest of 1898, a much larger event, signaled Davenport's continued

and even stronger role as a German cultural center.
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