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The architectural style of the Warkentin House can be classified as Victoriag
Baroque., It can also be called a mansion because of its large size, compli-
cated plan and stylistic pretentions. On the other hand, the exterior treat+
ment is quite restrained in comparison with other Victorian Baroque mansions.
of the period. This is presumably due to the self abasing nature of its
Vennonite owner. The spindle work railings of the porch and the mildly
decorated cornices, gable ends and chimneys are the only ornamentation on an
otherwise relatively plain clapboard and shingle house.

Interestingly enough, the interior gives quite another impression; one of

great variety and luxury. The Baroque desire for richness and heaviness is
best seen here, BEach room is decorated in the finest materials of the time,
Flocked wall paper, inlayed floors, carved woodwork and leaded glass all in
great variety are seen. Each room is done in different materials and fur-

nished in a different motif. It is the furniture and appointments which are
quite impressive. The major portion of the original furnishings and appointd
ments are in the home and most rooms have complete integrated sets. Cabinet§
are filled with fine crystal, silver and linens. Even such things as small
watches of the period are found in drawers and the book case is full of books.

33§

The property on which the house stands has several large elm trees, oak trees,:z

maple, linden, and interesting walkways through the garden. A curved red

brick drive connects the street with a porte-cochere at the house and contimles”
in & graceful curve to a carriage house at the rear of the lot., The carriagq =
house is in the same restrained style of the house. It contains such interegt—=
ing things as a turntable on which an early electric car was parked and turngd <
around. In the rear yard stands an octagonal gazebo with walls of decoratiwv:
lath work, characteristic of the times. Though some of the original propert;
was sold, the house and grounds still enjoy a separation and separate identity
from their more recent neighbors.

A1l in all the Warkentin House and grounds is a complete and integrated
exanple of the way of life for which it was built. One of very few still
remaining in anything like their original form and condition. 3
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| Russia, After the superiority of this variety was established, he imported

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The property known as Warkentin House is significant in the areas of
architecture and history.

Architecturally - see preceding page.

Historically
Bernherd Warkentin purchased the property 211-East 1St St. in 1886 and begen
his home which remained the family home until the death of his widow in 1932
when it was deeded to Bethel Deaconess Hospital and used as the Bethel Dea-
coness Sisters Home until the past year when it was offered for sale to a

Preservation organization. Upon completion of purchase, Preservation of

Kansas Landmarks (Inc. filed) plans to open the home for tours and neetings,
to bring the people closer to this part of their heritage. The wheat story

people become aware of this part of our history and its effect on the

the Hard Winter Wheat and Mark Carleton® is planned. We have access to the
personal letters of Warkentin, his correspondence with Carleton regarding
their work, ete.

he who led the great Mennonite migration into Kansas during the early 1870's
and the Mennonites brought Turkey Red seed wheat with them from southern

large quantities of seed for distribution in the area where his flour mills
vere located, Turkey Red became one of the foremost factors in the creation
of the hard winter empire of the Southwest."
Mark Carleton, the celebrated cerealist with the U.S. Department of Agricult
worked in Kansas with Warkentin to find the right variety of hard wheat for
Kansas, and eventnally the entire U.S.

"The chain of events that in the course of time established hard winter as
the most extensive class of wheat in the United States began when Bernhard
Warkentin set his feet on Kansas soil and urged his fellow Mennonites to fol

The career of Bernhard Warkentin serves to exemplify a statement once made
by Thomas Jefferson. Said the Sage of Fonticello, "The greatest service
vhich can be rendered to an§ country is to add a useful plant to its culture
especially a bread grain."

has never been told and we feel this to be the last real opportunity to help

National economy. In the library of ths home a Research Library on Warkentin,

"Bernhard Warkentin is a famous name in the wheat annals of the nation. It Jas
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1 Jack Jones A.I.A.
2 "Hunger Fighters® - by Paul deKruif

3 "The Saga of Bernhard Warkentin®

1969

Wichita, Kansas

- by Herman Steen, (Retrd. Exec. Vice-

President National Millers Federation) Article in The Southwestern
¥iller - August 19,
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Payllis Steinkirchner, President

ORGANIZATION

Presservation of Kansas Landmarks:

(Inc. filed)

DATE

Oct .24, 1969

STREET AND NUMBER:

316 East Ninth Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Newton

STATE CODE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.

level of significance of this nomination is:

The recommended

National [} State Local [7]
Name )/) \d/(( H .m v%,\
(! N
~ 7 - <
Title A

e 10/27 /69

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

luttithe (Dt

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Pre%rvauo

Date
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Keeper of. THe National Reg%er N
SRR Ta Tal,
Date DE}* - t‘\q
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tained as a public museum.

4. The Warkentin House is now owned by the city of Newton and is main-

GPO 921.724
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