ST S

URITUOSTATES e e ey -
& .
Ga A é
-ifuw woRiA Rag 'J:‘j
275 2 i
AT ) B 4
IWCATON HO. : . .oy
~ k @NA‘\‘E NRTIOS B T : ;
et e e . R o 1. Y . i 3l
: - . HISTORIC & 2 , e : : : -}j?
1'1 sle !3} g A . : Y GAlman Bauch isuge : o o
B ) ) ANC. DR COMMON - P B
: Sane : AN
reservation | S L}LOCATIGN
= STREET & NUMBER ;
A hon . : : 1937 West Gilman < T, _NOT FOR PLBLICAT.ON i :
e : TITY. TOWn i CONGFESSo AL Ot ALt : :
oo , A ‘ Banning o wCINTY OF Z74n
B STATE CadE - COUNTY COOE
erprepricte Lt @ | California 06 Rivarsids 065 .
—_— s . Y e
! CLASSIFICATION | ,
Tuter erpr .
s (R : 4 CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
entstan - @ : --DISTRICT FuBLIc XDCIURED —AGRCULTURE ~MUSIUM
. 5 " A} —BUILDIXGIS) x PAIVATE —UNCCLupPiED —CORMERCIAL o PARK
sppreprats liter @ ‘ . . b4
[ . ~STRUCTURE —.BOTH —WORK INPROGRESS — EOUCATIONAL < PRIVATE RESIDENCE
i Xsire PUSLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTASMENT  __SELIGIOUS
M - — OBJECT : N PROCESS *ZYES RISTRICTED —GOVERNMENT ~LSOHNTIRIC
: ’E_SEING CONS!DERED —Y£S LGNRESTRICTED —ANIUSTRIL S YEANSPORTATION
[ogpesyes P ! _.NO A NGUTARY JOINER
He i «'u L_‘ u '.
FexTion e in . OWNER OF PRGPERTY
P NANE . s
:s *'::‘D p : Frank J. & Lorna D. Purzess - : ; ¢
n g T STREET & NUMBER C
Na R : E T
eronss  eiid ; 2137 Ccttonwood Rcad : - :
o . p o T o TowWN STATE - - : : -
8 . /. LA Banning L VICINITY OF California
o : J LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTIOGN o
e 7 . )
o ’ COURTHOUSE ’ ¢
Yosr woumth - A ; . -
)7 “r . REGISTRY OF DEEPSETC Riverside Co'.mty Recorder Offlce ~ Administrativs Center .
— 3 B . . - . STREET & NUNBER
A Yeor wunch dep 3 : ’ 4030 Lemon Street
b 3977 ot ! : CITY. 1GHiN STATE )
;%}!.c:xpé}‘v‘:mn D . . Rivercide California
>
— REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVETS » .
W#{F‘:CAHQH s . TTLE : v :
s ! . I “ . o
B : Riverside County Historical Commission Survey: County Landmark T
977 3 14 : ; DATE B . :
Ovempyrar ) 1967 | LBEDERAL __STATE XCOUNTY _10CAL
1980 3 13 : . DEROSITOAY FCR
P_"ﬁ“*—. N - - . 3 - - s L. .\ : .
AKES ADOED I . : SurvevkCORDS Riverslde County Parks Devartuent, Historical Cemmigsion Files
2 ' : ., 1. T0Wh P.U, Box 3507, 5192 ¥ission Boulevard STATE : ) : )
fs oune - . Rubidoux - Callfornia . i . :
L T N ; o

L




s Bl R A o o WAL W)

S ATWENTOF THE INTERIOR 7GR iP5 ok GHLY

o -
LT IALFARR STRVICE - ' nug 12 3976
AL PARR SR RECEIVED },J\)

P g1
gV LTIy YT ST

NWATYOANAYL DY o

Sa b

DATE ENTERED

SALIRES !‘LACES .;,‘JG ‘9 g ﬁ:r.a

LN VELT O Y = HOWIMATION FOIM

- AMENDMENT -

ON SHEET memnumeer 1 paGe 2
CONTINUATION <

(1) NAME

4 pliutiatuy

Amend historic name to read "Giitman Ranch" (instead of
Aned i R 7

“Gilman Ranch House™").

PO

Gk e

b

it

AT R anial i i

<

Tersy he 00 362
few 1074

UNITED STATES It PARTMENT Ot 7 HEINT;
NATICNAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL RECISTER O HisTo -
INVENTORY -- NGMiNATTON

R

¥
H

i
.
i

AMENDMENT -
CONTINUATION SHEET } 1Tere

(Include:)

Location

The Gilman Ranch, which includes  ti
structures, is located.immediately

16th and 20th Streets, in Banning,
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The Gilman Ranch House was designated as a Califorania
Point ¢ Eistorical Interest (Riv-004) on Juse 2, 19&7.
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e Cilman Ranch originally comprised more than 500 acres eof land,
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horses, nigs, and cattle. The Ranch House was the fauily residance
tars for the entire complex. Witnin the imwedlate vicinity stood a
ore ctage station, a long shed which housed the saddlery, granary,
ther fawa ecguipment, a chicken and turkey coop, a wzash house,
barn-with corrals for the herses. Al that remalins is the house,

s subsequently-ccnstructed adcba milkhcuse, end a ceament-walled
siably constructed in the early 19G0‘'s. Only a fraction of the
a 1 remains, tosethnar with some citrus, [ig, and ollve trees.
a ous2 structure, built in 1379, waz a board and batten
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U hung one 1ig

cver the front entrance deoor. )

922, the porch surrounding 5 sides of the house was replaced a}ong

er by an almost California bungalow style porch. xlectricity

snd the living room firsplace mantle was changed to 2 »laster znd

gn. Hardwood floors were added, probably at this tims; and, Judging

usns in the diping rooa, it s=ems as though the east extension was

his time, Tae porch, which consists of a corcrata low Zividing wall

he base c¢f the columns and wood square rxim of columns abova, has

f and covers 3 sides of the house (%ast, south front, and castht).

rticn of the house is of toard and batten construction, with no ;

. Th2 hatts are very thin and may not be the originals. Tha windows

ctior are double huang for the most part an’ tch the main part of the

. Two tric: chimneys still remain, one for %ths fireplace and c¢ns for the

ien siove, The ronf is wood shingle with the exception of the flat deck

2 xzain section of the house. The rsar section of the roof consists of a

¢ and some phed areas, ‘ )
Sumzary: The design of the house is a good cxample of a Califcrnia

torian ranch house development, combining two stag:s of tims and

luency., The rear portion {original) is a basiczll utilitarian
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acture and the addition is a more luxuriously prouo:tioned structure.
sum, it is quite typical of California ranch house developaent, and is
parhaps one of the finest examples in Riwerside County, 28 well as the bast
in the San Gorgonio Fass reglon, E
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STAYEMENT CF SICNIFICANCE  (® = Jocated on

The Gilman Ranch Fouse (ori.
which it occupies have fundazental si;
San CGorgenio Pass area ¢f kiverside Co
nistorical periods designated by the

(a) Recent Indian Era,
{0} Hiapanic Sra: Maxic
(¢) American ¥ra, 1843
(d) Asericsan Era, FPost

Indian settlement occurred ¢
located on the siiz being noml s
discevered here indicate that this was
peraanant village of saveral lineage
focd resources, snd is pear the abo
batween Scuthern California and Ariz
of the Pacs arca was part of the
ranch of the Nisegion San Gabriel, Imw
clzimed by--but never forzally granted
two aAnglo settlers. Thece man seem o
arsa on the basis of homestead, or squ

In the early 1850'c, Jose Pc
use?--Banning's “first parman:
-n2ar where the wpresent uilna
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)
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Lav
vicinity
soid it tha following year to dzwton I
stoca iuto the early 19C0*s--and ccnve
The imoortant Bradshaw Road® ran withi
site--this was a nmajor artery of trav:
and Los Angeles in the 1860's, The I:
at tne adcbe in 1868, .

~ James Marshsll Gilnan (d. 1&
after emigrating from Rew Hampshire to
which included the former Indian hsbit
A year later (1870) he married Martha !
the first Anglo settlers in the area.
land, otherwise undeveloped, but ullna
hs opened the first general stora in ¢
construction of the original sec;ion o
sxpanded and modified, this dwellinz i
ranch house in that area, and is one C°
architectural style in Kiverside Count
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The Riverside County Parks Devnartment hopes to acguire
the Gilzarn Eanch Ioa~e and approximately 80 acres of land
which surround it and con»ain the Indian site and spring,
the site of the adodve staze station, and nuch of th: area
used by the Gilmans for agricultural vurposes. Al present,
the proverty is ownred by versons vwho intend to develop the
arca for a housiny development, and there is a very real
threat to- the historical integrity of this important hcouse
and area., Shculd acquisition be vossible, it is intended to
reztore the houss to its original condition, rebuild the
adobe structure which sorved as a way station on the Bradshaw
Road (which ran immediately. by the Gilman House), and establish

-an historical rark with living history in order to make the

place accessible to the public and interpret it and the Pass
area with reference to easte-west travel-in the mid-19th
century and the develovnment of this portion of what is now
Riverside County, - Hovefully, the corchards will be restored
and put into operation and the complex of historical
activities wnich occurred cn and near the site will once
more come alive,

Note: The architectural analysis of the Gilman House was
made by F. Carl Fowler, Restoration Specialist, Riverside

Municipal Museum, 3720 Orange btreet Riverside,
California, 92501.
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—MOvED  DATE e 14001438 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTCRIC . . —CONSERVATION AW —STIENGCE
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—EDUCATION —MIiLITARY e TOTIA L HUMANITARIAN . .
WCAL APPEARANCE _.1800 1699 M APCHITECTURE 3 3 b o A |
__1700-1799 _AR1 — ENGINEERING —-MUSIC ~THEATER
~ .
1 500 acra2s €3 land, . %.1850-1893 _.COMMERCE K EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILCSOPHY _HTRAMSPORTA
! ,fvruit Crops, in al‘;ultit")!} 1950 _COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY KPOUTICS/GOVERNMENT HOTHER (SFECIeT)
was the ¥ resldwnce ' —INVENTION Civic Developuent
mmediate vicinity stood a (Baznins)
w3 the sacdlery, Eranary, =
w 20cp, a wash house, SPECIFIC DATES 1679- aumnmvgﬂqunscr Jazos M. Cilnas
& romains is the house, . - - -
Khetse, an a’ ce:r:en,i-walled STATEMENT CF SIGMIHICANCE (i = located on the sit= bglnr-, nominalad)
Con a action of the : L. - N L. 5 .
S O:;y i f;agf;zn trees The Gilman Ranch Fouse (oviginal strusture, 1379) and the land
1 1 b - e ~ b . . K} K 2 . A 1, o S y,
ras,b;:§& f;d tatten which it occuries have fundamental significance lor the history of the
5: :35 ;flo:"beiaj“;‘qnd is San Corgonio Fass area of rxiverside County, and pertain to the following
3 = -adoely did s 3 . < : : ~ . : . .

;1%' rick chimmey with stove nistorical periods desigraled by the California History Flan:
5 L I DS RN 2 "
T : i e (a) Recent Indian Era, 1-1348 A.D.
ipant, This now ccmprises PRIy ie Tps i 201481
S etair bhall d kitchen {n) Hispanic Zra: Mexico, 1322-13843.
LYY svfir tall, and kitchen, (o) imerican Fra, 1848-1900.
»f this structure and an irerica s :

(d) American Era, Yost 190C.

setire was added to the ) Indian>settlement ogcurrgd aroug? a na?ural ich is

roc=3 en the first £lo0f=- 19catea on the s}t?.ba ng nominatew and wa}ch_stlll 1 acts . :
niha secsnd floor contains discovered here indlcale thgt @hia was prpnab;y the loc larze,
ke second floor passanted - gerzanent village of'severah 11neage§.‘ The location vur ar oand
rinr shows a hip mcoi food rcsourc?s, and,%é near the ab?rlglna Lrade rgute ; g Pas

ard ocormics wori ara still betw?cn Scuthern Czliforniz an§ Arizona. Dgrigg tge A0t~ od, mo

trin (vlain) are in fair “of tpe Pas; area was parit o? pne San 90?@0210 Rancho, tha
L1 renmain, 24 do the two rancih of the Mlssion San Gabriel. Initially a nissien ranch ¢ e
' : claizad by--but never formally granted to--Isaac Williams and Faulins iaa
2 houss was replaced along two Anglo settl§rs. These nen seem to haveestablished possossion of this
ctyle porck. Electricity ° area on the basis of homestead, or sguatter, rights, '
h—vged‘to a plaster and o In tbe egrly 1859'9, Jose Pope, mayordowo for Williams,
t thig time;'and, judeing : §dobg house*--Banning's "Iirst permanent landzark (Tom Hughes,

the eazt extaension was Banninz}-nsar where the present uilman Fouse now stands. OCwnors in ¢
orcrats lox clviding wall . Vicipity passed fron Pove to a cheev man named Chanin ia 1862, and th

of colusns above, has 2 - 56i1 it the following year to Newton Noble, MNoble 1ivad in the adobe
suth front, and east). stooce iuto the early 1900's--and converted the structure into a cinve
corstruction, with no T?G inportant Bradshaw Road* ran within a short distance of thz Gilua

the crisinals. The windows site--this was a major artery of travel between the gold fields in Air

match tha main part of the zgdtkgs%ggiilfi ig’ghe 1860's. The first post office in the Pass was

firsplace and one for the = ©0. 7 : : ) :
eption of the flat deck James Marshall 4ilnan (d. 1916} arrived in California in 1865,
* the roof consists of a after emigraiing from New Fampshire to Oregon, ard acyuired Noblé's lungd,

¥nich included the former Indian habitation site and the adobs staze EI0N.

=sle of a California A year later (1870) he married Martha Smath, daughter of Lzasc Spith, cne of

2s of time and . the first.Anglo settlers in the area. At that time the land was morsly grasing
¥ utilitarian j land, otherwise undeveloped, but uilman would scon develop the ares, Ia 1371,
a:ticned structure, : he opened the first general store in the Pass® and in 1579 he commenced
developnent, and is construction of the original section of the Gilman Panch louse,® Subsequenily
¥, 28 well as the best exvanded and modified, this dwelling ias still occupied, was thae first Victoriza

: ranch nouse.in that area, and is one of the finest examples of tais -

i

ion eheet) N » architectural style in Riverside Couaty.

(S22 centinuation gheet)
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(3tatement of Significance) 8 2

Wnile livirz in this residence, Gilman maintainad the adobde
house, used formerly by hkoble, as a stasze -stopr along the
Bradshaw Road. Here, travelers could refresh themselves,
obtain meals and water, and purchase items in the gencral
store, a woocan building which stood nearby.

Starting his entersriss as a cattle ranch, Gilman gradually
switched to ¢ry farming of barley, wheat, and oats, and later
cultivated orchards of such crops as aimonds, awnricets, oranges,
pruses, =nd clives, which e sold throughicut the region, The
ranch thus rassed throusgh the three major stages of Pass
husbandry and was economizally significant for the development
of the area. pecause much of the land nas been sold over the

years, only a fraction of the orchards remain, ¥Kor examrpls,
good stands of olive trees are still growing, ard a small
citrus orchard remains. But, for the most part, there is
iittle other remaining evidence that this was once the most
expansive ranch operatior in the Pass area. *

. Giluan was active in local civil and political affairs,
sérving on the first Banning city council and also acting for
.several years as cleri of the local school board and as deputy
asgessor. After moving to the site being nominated for the
Register, then, he becams a moving force in teras of ecomnomic
and political develoument in the banning region. :

One of Gilman's sons, Marshall French Gilman (born in
1871 on the ranch*) was also highly important for local
history, iis activities were wide ranging, from serving as
editor of the Banning Herald, and acting as mayor of that
city, to experimental cotton planting in ralm Springs. M.F.
Gilman was a state and natiorally-prominent horticultural and
ornithological expert, and worked with both the California
and federal denartments of agriculture, ) .

: In 1909, Willie Boy, a Paiute Indian worker oa the Gilman

Ranch, killed Mike Boniface, a Chemchusvi Indian working on
the place, and kidnapned his 16-year=-o0ld daughter, Lolita.

(Continued)
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(Statenent of Sisnificance) . 8 3 o
; This nurder was committed near the ranch house* and set ‘ o ] :
off one of the most dramatic manhunts in Southern California - ‘ : the
history, and inspired the later motiocn picture, Tell Then : ’ ) _whic
@ : . Willie Doy is Hers, : ‘ g the
- 3 E i uss”
5y ' v ; : o , : SRR " the
The Gilman ranch house and the land it occuvies o arc
have great relevance, vhather direct or tangential, to a : ) . thr
variety of ristorical eras and events, and is of especial T : o and
importance for the history cf the San Gorgonio Pass region ‘ ’ res
of Riverside County, Gilman, moving west from Ilaw Hampshire : : o a“f
in the =id-19th century, came to Southern Califorzia, purchased - . ‘ ) Rox
s land which contained a former Indian habitation site, married : ag;
3 the dauglter of the first Anglo settler (pernmanent) in the . : ) : S . n;f,
M Pags (Tsaac Smith), became one of the first permanent ) : ' f :;;r
‘ Anglo ranchers in the area, and maintained the stage stop . . S T Riv-
,; : along the famous Bradshaw Road, which ran through the site . . o and
i ! being nominated. Constructing one of the first Victorian . ‘ : act’
e ) style ranch houses in the area--and the best there which now ' s Hox-
; o exists-~he was a leader in agricultural and horticultural ) Cod
: - : developments and a major figure in civil and political : ke :
; affairs as well, Many of his descendants. were prominent in o
; local affairs, headed by M, French Gilman, whose activities : ot -
and talents were of local and national significarce, Thus, B - mada
in terms of its own history, house architecture, occupants, : L4 i Mun:
and their economic and political importance for the area, S ' 3 Cali
the Gilman Ranch House site is nominated for the Natiomal o o :
Register, : ' . : ; :
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Significance

An additional 124 . acres of land, part of the original once-
extensive Gilman Ranch, is desired to be included in this
National Register nomination, in addition to that previously
nominated, to naxe a total of approximately 126. acres. On
this preperty James Marshall Gilman grew extensive olive
orchards, much of wvhich still remain, the {ruit from which

was cured and marketed., On the rest of this portion he first
raised cattle and; subsequently, such crops as apricots, grapes,
and almonds. Here¢ also was his dry-yard and sulphur hcuse, for
curing fruit, ard the car/track system for carrying the sulphur-
treated fruit therefrom to the walting wagons. Here, Indian

and Anglo-American ranch hands worked with Gilman to pick, slice,
cure, and prepare fruit for market and domestic consuaption.
(See attached Skesch Map for detail).

The Bradshaw Read (described in Item 8, p.1, p.2., p.3) ran
through this property in an east-west direction, and over this
trail passed travelers moving between the Colorado River and
Los Angeles from 1842 into the early 1900's, stopping at the
Gilman Stage Stop {the adobe) on the way and often purchasing
items from his general store.

Since an over-flowing spring exists on the property, this was
an ancient Indian habitation site. From the mid-19th century,
however, periodic flooding and extensive horticultural and
farming have obliterated any remaining evidence thereof. There
is no remaining specific area identifiable as a habitation site.
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a. Amend "Acreage of Nominated Property" to read: Approxi-
mately 126 acres.

b. "Verbal Boundary Description'" ~-- Amend this to read:

The irregularly-shaped Gilman Ranch property (about 126
acres), including remaining structures, orchards, and
fields, lies within a rectangular portion of land measur-
ing about 4000 feet by 2650 feet in Banning, California
(Piverside Ceunty, T3S, R1E). The southern boundary of
this rectangular area parallels Wilson Street, running
about 2650 feet from 16th Street to Sunrise Avenue. At
either end the eastern and western boundaries extesnd due
north for about 4900 feet, where they meet the northern
boundary, running east-west about 2650 feet. The entire
area lies immediately northwest of the junction of Wilson
and 16th Streets. ’ :

Faclosure,
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The Gilman Ran;h, in Banning, Califernia, has great relevance, whether
direct or tungential, to a variety of histérical eras and events in Southera
California, and is of especizl importznce for the history of the San Gorgonié
Pass region of Riverside County. Although the burning of tﬁe Victorian-stfle

ranch house, .in March 1977, removed one preaminent feature frow the site, the land

. area itself and the other remaining historical structures are actually of greater

significance .for the earlyThistSry of the Pass and ranch.

The natural, ever-flowing water which still gfaces the site was present
before white men entered the‘arga and was apparentiy a primary a'tracticn for
Indizn settlement. The spring had <he edded virtue of being located on the prin-
cipal aboriginal trade route between Southern California and Arizona, and these
living there had convenieat access Lo nountsin food resources in warm weather und
to desert sources during winter months.l ) . :

Aboriginal trail sys£ems for travel, hunting, and trade were distriﬁuted
thtoughout Southern California, and evidence of many #£ill remains in what is now )
Riverside County. Three and possibly four main trunk trails connected the Colo-

rado Kiver with other trails in Arizora and extended west ward to the Pacific

Ocesn., That with which we are directly concerned, with reference to the San Gorga s : '3g
: - H
onio Pass and the Gilmsan Ranch, commenced at a ceremonial site near the Colorado - W i

River, at the castern extremity of present Riversids County, and stratched west- U ;

1 .
Riverside County Historical COmm1ss‘on,

) landrarks of Riveraide County,
(Riversise, 1538), 22, - = o
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extensive trail system. Father Francisco Garces, during his journey into ihs

erly through the eastern desert, Coachella Valley, the San G#rgonio Pags, then
northward toward what is row 3an Bernardino, According to ore historian, who
has made an extensive study of Indian trail systems in Southern California, this
was for centuries protably 'the most importsut single system connecting the des-
er; hinterliandis of California and Arizona with the coastal beaches. In the ares
described it was primerily a Cahuilla trail although the Halchidhosma centrolled
the river at its point of incepticn and it was also traveled by the Haricopa."z
The Native Americuns wvere not'eagcr to inforn intruding white men of their
bt
dagarts ¢f 1??5«’7/0, learned of & trail froa the Cclorado River westward to the
Santa Ana River, bui no one stems to have offered to take him cver it. Mariccpa
Indians did carry mail cover Lh-s trail frem Tucson to the Misslon San Gabriel
in 1821 for the militsry ccmmendant at Tucson, but the use was only sporadic and
the éeriers in uny case wers Indian, lot until the early 1860's, it appears,
did the Native Americans fully describe the route to a white man, and this time .

it was to William D, Bradshaw, Why they did this is not clear. However, the

ancient Indian trail soon thereaflter became a high-use route for Azerican travel-

ers fron Los Angeles and poln.s nerth to the recent ly~opcned gold fields im Ariz-

ona, under the designation, "The Bradshaw Trail‘."3

Francis J. Johnston, The Bradshaw Trail: HNarvative and lotea (Riverside,
1977), 83. Cepy cnclosed for complete infGrmition.

2 .
“Ivid., £9-91,
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An archaeological survey report by Larry L. Bowles, Riverside County Archaeolo-
gist, of July 1977 states that:

A surface reconnaiesance of the immediate arca around the Gilman Houwe
(site) located on archasological site just to the north of the streum
from the spring (see srxetch map for location). This area is plented -
with olive trees and also supports a fairly heavy growih of nativa veg-
etation. Surface e¢vidence consists of harmer stones, flakes, cores,-
fraguents of metates, manos, and core scrapers.

Just south of the sireusm and east of the Gilman house (site) is an area
of dark scil which is probably a midden deposit. No artifzcts were
found in this area, however the ground cover is so heuvy thut it is vir-
“tually imdossible to-see the surface. A similar lick of artifact:
buen noted on other midden sites in Southern California and may re
sent a ratural stute or it may represent heavy collecting by artifa
hunters. :

It is highly probable that the two areas represent cne site, the north
being & food processing and manufacturing arei, and the soutn the hub-
itation site, : ’

The total extent and depth of the site is not known. Additiornal survey
and testing will be necessary to define the areal extent and temporal
placement of this site. It may represent the wesiern cdge cof the Pass
Cahuilla territory, however several ethnologists have placed the Ser-
rano in this area in late prehistoric times. The resolution of this

question must wailt for definitive archaeological studies of sites in
this border area.

¥ost likely this spring has served as a habitation site and a stopping
place for travelers for many thousands of years. Extensive slope wagh
has buried evidence of all but the most recent evidentiary elements.
Originally part of the San Gorgonio Rancho, a holding of the San Gabriel
Mission, that area which tecame the Gilman Ranch was first settled on in 1854 vy

Jose Fope, mayordomo for Isaac Williams, who with Pauline Weaver and wallace

-'ioodruff clained the rancho after the end of Mexican rule] During this period,

"yiji . ) :
¥ild grasses covered plains fron (present day) Banning to (what is now) Beaumont

MU W LA RO

B T TS ORGP WP T O N T X RS

Form No 10-3002
Hav 10-74)

UNITEDSTATES DEPARTMEND «
’ NATIONAL PARK SER-

NATIONALREGISTER OF !

INVENTORY -- NGMID.
The Gilman Ren.

By, Dr. John R.

CONTINUATION SHEEY

coe gerds of antelope Qere i1
.+sGame of various kinds abou .
lions to(o)."‘ Pope brought -
erected an adobe btuilding whil
ﬁradshaw Trail and as Gilman’
landmark.s This structure
archaeolosy! now being arru-
sions for reconstructién in

Ownership of this vici:
history only as Chapin. Al:
driver alpng the qudshaﬁ T
retained the name of “Chapir
Gilmun in 1869,

Gilmaﬁ, a native of ker
arriving in San Francisco i:
he apparéntly had no intere:
arﬁy and was, instead, atte
on Janﬁar& 28, 1863, he rec:
saying hé tthought I had be
school, Gilman, with assist
father's wishes and arrived

Gilman did not stay 1




ouse
a&m
ed

veg-
Sy

survey’
sral
Pass
tera-
kis

in

pping
wagh
te.o

el

q

i S v sha e et D B

b

IR P RPERN Lo C S S

P

rerr No 13-30Ga
e 12-78) .

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR P T T

v

NATICNAL PARK SERVICE

v
H
H
i

NATIONAL REGISTER OF XASTORICPLACES

INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

The Gilman Ranch Report
By, Dr., John R. Brumgardti

CONTINUATICN SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAGE 6

‘c._.._.. o N k¢ e o i S e o it 0 S

ees Herds of antelope were frequently seen, and grizzly bears were quite cosrmon,
. oo Gane of-various kinds abounded and besides bears, there were many mountain
lions to(o)." Pope brought a herd of cattle to this location in 1854 and aleo
erected an adobé building which, subsequently serving as a stage stop aiong the
Bradshaw Trail and as Gilman's first residenge. was Banning's fipst permzanent
1andrark.8 Tﬂis structure has diéappeared, Lt the site is known and historical
arch1eology, now being Arranged. will .determine its precise location ani dimen-
sions for recogstruction in accordance with historical photograghs.,

Ownersnip of this vicinity subsequently passe from Pope to a man kncwn to
history only as Chapin. Althcugh it was later pirchussd by Fewton Noble, sctage
driver along the Brudshaw Trail and_onetime sheriff of San Rernardino County, it
retained the name of “"Chapin’s sheep ranch" until purchased by James Marshall
Giiman in 1849, ‘

Gilmas, a native of‘Mereditﬁ, New Hampshire, came to California in 1863,
arriving in Saﬁ Francisco in thé spring of that year.- Although twenty years cld,
he apparently had no interest in supporting the Union war effort by joining the

army and was, instead, attending school, studying rhatoric ard trigonometry,

On January 28, 1863, he raceived a letter froa his well-to-do father, in Merediih,

saying he *thought I had better come Lome." Although ke was hesitant to leave
school, Gilman, with assistance of fifty dollars from his parents, followed his

father's wishes and arrived home on February 26, 1853.10

Gilman did not stay long with his famiiy. His brother, Granville, who with
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an Franci irm of "F Gilm my i i
= Joseph M. Frengh owsed the San Francisco firm of "French & Gilman, Importers and i Gilean visited :
. = N fhwim . " . . 517 4 one ’ i E “‘»' . .
wholesale Deg;Lrs in Wines & Ligquors," and was apparently at cne time a mll‘log = % diary) that he i
aire, wrote repeatedly, urging hir to come to Califernia. Granville offered é and was impresso
- ral . 3 Tnding g =Y 3 J [R " 3 ey H .
to pay all travel costs, including James' journey to New York and ship's passage f Noble's land. -~
- . ares deci N 13 : < _ . ; .
ts San Francisco. James decided to go, left Hergllth on April 23, arrived in ‘ h stock ‘and irrig-
: ) . . - X S11 k :
- o New ?orx three daye later, and tock ship for 3an Francisco. ‘ 5 Yon the road" &
<! Traveling with a friend, by the name of Freuch, Gilman socn departed Calif- : $1n Bernardino |
orniu for Qregon, where the two establisied the firm of "Fremch & Gilman™ at intention o L
» "Dallas Qity" (Thaiﬁallcs) and engaged in local qercuntile trade, Six years the stage drive
later he left Orevon and returned to California with intentions of establishing ; to buy the lazd
¢ 7 : : a cattle ranch. Traveling about the state, he visited locations ranging from : S : horses and cat:
; Gilroy to Sun Disgo. but remained undecided until arriving at Sa- Bernardino in A 4 : 4113
. - . 3‘ . April 1869, where he learned that Newton Noble had a ranch for sale in the San e Gilman an'!
H * e : ’ :
B Y : i2 . . . .
%, Gorgonic Pass. Noble, a stage driver, probably carried Gilman from Les Angeles April and the t
: . : »
4, . to San Bernardino along the Bradshaw Trail, which was the usual route of travel

the animals, ar

between those points. At the time, and since 1862, when'new gold fields were dis- S May b, he gave

- " covered in western Arizona and along the Coiorado River,this was the principal executed on Muj

through-route from Los Angeles and points north to the river crossing near pres- Govornment land

" ent-day Blythe and points east. Gilman, therefore, apparently boarded the stage-
i

coach ‘in Los Angeles for'transportation to San Bernardino and hence came into

about one mile

of 1andiand her

i S
R il 133 S BT K Bl

v LMo W aen e e 4

contuct with Noble, a circumstance which had siénificant impact upon the subse- settled by Jos

quent history of settlement and development'in the San Gorgonio Pass.

‘

later prbved to
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and ; Gilman visited Noble's ranch on April 23, 1869, Although admitting (in his :
) i ‘ ; 1 Fast, S=
on- _ . ’ diary) that he knew nothing about cattle or ranching, he noted t:at he could learn : H .
- s X 1
= : N o 1 government
and was impressed by the '"good stock range"™ and “aplendid spring of water" on .
) i it once mor
age : . lovle's land. Grass, fien, was available for the livestock, while water for both :
§ : . . ! . title as w=
Lo B : stock and irrigution purposes was available. This place, he noled, was the best )
) . L tion &, To
"on the road' and o» ‘% he could "keep thousands of stock." Gilman returned to 15
. . erty.
Gdf- - : 5] 3an Pernardino but came back the next day to see the ranch again, notinz his )
' i ! : cels, but .
intention to buy it if Noble was otill willing to sell. As a matier of fact,
homestead
the stage driver seemed & bit reluctant, and Gilman became increasinzly aanxious
) T still rema
ing . : to buy the land. On April 27, he noted that the ranch was said to contain boihr o
. eEpi
= horses and cattle, and that his brother, Granville, hud advised him to purchase .
) : the ranch
in . 112
. : He was inv
an . Gilman and Noble soon came to an agreerent, for by the latter duys of
: : * v Diary ent:
igeles April and the beginning of May Gilman was helping to round up the stock, count i : ninety-tur
wel . R the animals, arrange for his own brand, and prepare for formal purchase. On 4 and a "3:
e dis~ ; May 4, he gave Ncble $3000 'by drafi on French & Gilaman™ aand octual purchase was ! the ranch
Al vVé executed on May 8, Noble selling to Gilman "that certain possessing claim on 5 furnished
E . :
I'e 5~ : : . N : N i
2 ﬂ§ Governzent land situated in the San fiorgonio Paas in San Bernardine County, } and thus
gtage- 3 X . . - O 3
»ze 5 about one mile west of Antonio Creek, consisting of one hundred and sixty acres - ‘ k] The
. 3 i e
to i
S 7 ‘é of land and heretofore known as *Chapin's sheep ranch! originally‘located and ~§ in Buncox
bse~ e ‘ ! ' - . 1k . 4
P . i settled by Jose Pope, and also all the improvements thsreon." This parcel : the Ameri

later groved to be the Southeast quarter of Section 5, Township 3 Scutn, Range

3
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1 East, San Bernardino Meridian., It was subsequently granted by the United States
govarnment to the Southern Pacific Railroad, and Gilman was compelled to‘purchase
it once more from that.organization. However, he subsequently acquired clear
title as well as possession of the west one-half of the northeast quarter, Sec—
tion 8, Township 3 South, Range 1 Fast, which lay due south of the first prop-
erty.l3 Gilman had hlsq claimed other land in the immediate area of these par-
cels, but was unable to maintain his ownership. In September 1687 ke lost hie
homestead claim to 240 acres located adjacent to and near the properiy which

16

still remains and is currently being nominated to the Fational Register.

Degpite these complicatioas with land claims, Gilman comrmenced living on
the ranch in 1869, housing himsalf in the adebs siructure which Pops had built.

He was involved, paturally, with the various aspecis of life on a frontier ranch.

. Diary entries relate thal he branded horses an? cattle -~ initially beginning witln

ninety-two horsee and about one hundred cattle ~- with the help ¢f Noble's son
and a "Spaniard" as his assistant, /In addition, he ope;atex the st%ge stop at
thg ranch for stagecoaches travelling along the Bradashaw Trail. Here, mealg wers
furnisned and fresh horéeg provi@ed.17 Gilmah lived in the #iobe stage stop,
and thus acted In the dual capacity of rancher and "innkeeper."

The Bradshaw Trail was named for William D, Bradehaw, who was born in 1826
in Buncomb County, Nerth barolina, the son of %Walsh ixmigronts who had served in
the Azerican Revolution. The family moved to Missouri arcund 1844, and the fol-

lowing year William &nd three brothers cane over the Oregon Prail to Califcrnia.
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- Two of the brothers died, but William and Isaac remained in California and Ariz- . 3
he United States : . H

ona for the rest of their lives. )
led to purchage ; : . b}
' ) : william worked for a short time at GSonoma, California; and, joining the Bear
. N ]
mired clear : i ) ) !
o Flag party, was involved in the initial American revolt against Mexican Rule in o ]
guarter, Sec- i
1846, He participated in the capture of Soncoma and the arrest of Mariano Vale
v first prop-
lejo in June, 1846, helped to mike the origiral Bear Flag, and subsequently joined
ol thase par-

the battalion of rifl n gathered by Jo'ws C, Framont. -Bradshaw remained w1t2‘

i @ the Aumerican forces frozm ouly, 1846, to April, 1847, when he was rustered ocut at
sersy which - -

16 Missioa San Gabriel. Most of his service was as First Lieutenant in Commany D,
sletera : '
Z

: led by Captaih John Scars. As cuch, he was present wnen the Mexicans surrendersd
ez living on . .

to Frement at Cahusnga Pass on January 13, 1547, The primury work on Fradchaw's
gpe had built,

R B life has been done by Mr. Francis J., Jchrston, of Panning, C.lifornia, a member
. frontier ranch.

. ) of the Riverside County }iiszor*’ml Counission, author of The hradshaw Trail: E !
1y teginning with :

o Rarpative and Kotes (Riverside, Californin: iHistorical Comsission Prega, 1377) --
I Notle's son .

. 2 . cf which a copy is enclosed -—- and contributor to a new volure recertly published
-Btage stop at : : :

IO 18 . . b

Here léeals were by the Riverside County Historical Cocrmission. The secticn which follows i ¢
k2 s i
. 4

: ; taken from his article, "Tne Bradshaw Trail," and succintly describes ths history ;

¢ stags stop, . - ' ! - Y . ;
and significunce of the route: ' -~ M

a8 born in 1826 * After the war Bradshaw served briefly as & guide for imsigrants using i
- the Gila moute into California. But with the discovery of gold &t fut- 5 3

ho had served in terts Mill, in 1848, hs went into the ¢old fields, he mined aad prose o ]
‘ ) R : _pected arcand Kekelumne Hill, Tuolumne River, and VYallecito ‘Campe Dur- i

4, and the folw . o . . ing thie time ko raceived & temporary comsizsion of zajor in the mili- i

N tia end succeeded in guelling a turtanae by French aad Irish miners
1 to Califernia. ) : near Mokeluime. Toroughout the ead until 1862 Prudshaw pros-
pected and rined along the forn River and apparently arcund Los Angeles.

ki
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In early 1862 gold was discovered along the Colorado River above the

present location of Blythe. While Pauline Weaver, a scout and frontiers=
man of sore notorietly, was the person who anncunced the find, those who
actually made the diacoveries were most certainly Mexican miners from
Arizona.

Business interests in Los Angeles desired a shorter route to the mines
that the two then in use. One of these was the southern road to Yuma,
The other wis the Mshave Des=rt route, an extension of the Santa Fe
Trail. The businessmen scem to have engaged Bradshaw to lead eight
others and proceed due east to the river in quest of a beiter route,

ne route he selected, as will be seen, had already been in steady use
by Indizzs of the region for nundreds of years., But as of 1852 no Anglo-
Amerissn had established & reliable, year-around through route fron Los -
Angeles to central Arizona.

n

shen pradshaw and his party reached the sumzmit in Salton VWash, between
the Crozopiz Mountains and the Chuckwallas, they made decisions wiich
took <hem for the first time over & new trail never before trod by
Anglo-pmericans. Tagy responded to a map drawn for them by Cadazon,:

a desert Cahuilla leader, sna by a friend of his, a Muricopn Iron Arize
cna. rollowing this rmuap they tock the Iniian Trail te Tabaseca Tozk,
then to Chuckwalla Springs, cnto Mule Spring; «nd thence to the river.
1t is this part of the road, about 100 miles, that is precisely Brad-
shaw's Trail. :

For the next two years (1862-1864), Bradshaw guided parties over the
trail.. = He established a ferry at Olive City, which became Ehrenkerg
and prospected well into Arizona in company with small groups and as a
leader of larger parties. The locales which ke visited included the
Bill williams River, the mountains near Prescott, which were namad
after him, and the area over the Gila where it jojred the fali wiver.
He led at least one expedition into eastern Aprizona to tha White Moun-

tains, In 1863 he and a partner established a small ranch near Prescattg»fw

In 1864 the government of the new Territory of Arizona was organized AT
by Governor Johmn K. Goodwin., An election was held in the spring to fill
the new legislature and clect a territorial representative to the United

“States Congress. - Bradshaw ran for tnis latter office, but lost to C.D.

Poston,.

‘As cne of its firast official acts the nev lsgislature granted Bradshaw
a ferry franchise on the Colorado River between Mineral Ci%y and a
point five miles above La Paz. This action was approved on November 7¢

T

o e

St AL L e v

i

5
-3
1




CUNITLDSTATES DEFARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR F T T R T e e

NATIONAL PARX SERVICE

NATIONAL BEGISTIH GF I ISTORICPLACES | ;
INVEMNTORY - z‘:r_ ZINATION FORM . L R
- The Gilman Ranch Report -
By, Dr. Jchn R. Brumgardt’
CONTINUATION SHEET T ITEM NUMBER: PAGE 12

1854, Sradshow, however, died only a month later, on December 2, 1864,
in a carpenter shop in La Paz, possibly by his own hand,

In3dian travel from the river to the coast both before &nd after contact
with the 3panisn has bzen thoroughly verified. Accounts of early

Spanish explorers, such as Cabrillo on the ccast and Dias aleng the
river, recori informaticn from the local inhabitants indicating that they
were in comaunication with their opposite numbers. When Father Fran-
cisco Garces made his epic trek in 1776 from Yuma Crossing, nerth along
the west bank of the Colorado River, he was told by the helchidhema
Iniians, in the vicinity of today’s Blythe, that they had a trail west-
ward to the people of the Santa Ana River. Instead of following this,
however, Jarc:s weat on to the Mohave v1l;ages. then vestward with guides
to the Kissica San Gubriel

Zssentially, the trzil is a complex system with at lcast two entry
points. ne is north of present Blythe, in the vicinity of the ancient
intaglica. It sas been traced by archeological survey westward, roushly

" alony tre sume route as Interstate Highway 10, to and through the San

Gorgonio Pass. Tin extension to the sea has been confirmsd ethnologe
ically. Tae second eniry point is south of Hlythe and involves the lo=-
caticns rappe; foro Bradehaw by Cabazon -- that is, Chuckwulla, Talasaca,
Canyon LLrings, a=d Dos Palmas.  Parts of this system scem to enter the
Santy kosa mountains, while one passes through the Cahuilla Indian vil-
lages around Toro and eventually connects to tha artery going threugh the
San Gorgonio rass.

Hispanic use f the trall _system which evolved into the Bradshaw Trail
was linited., Uarces crossed it near the river, as has been noied. Wwhen
Pedro Fuges wag silitany comnander, in 1772, he crosced the system
througn San Bernardino ¥alley, going out to the north through Cajsn
Pass. Missionary acztivity ocerred in San Bernardino Valley around
1810. Bapvisas of Indians livirg at distant locations then tbegan,
their distribution demonsirating a knowledge of routes to these variocus
places, 3an Gabriel Mission esitanlisned stock ranchos as fur eaat as
the San Gorgonio Pass and the Indiin cowboys that worked thasc herds
traveled friely down the trail to the Cahuilla villazes. An important
annual event apparently began in 18'5 with an expedition to reclaim
salt from the floor oﬁ.SaltonlSink. This p“rvlcular operatlon seems

to have taken place every year until the 1330's. Meanwhile, thare are
traditicns of priests serving the San Gorgunio Pass region from 1778

to i812. These are supported by bupiismal records,

Mexicon expleoration to the east was ¢ncouraged by use of the trail
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he killed both the driver, Warren Hall, and the conductor, Henry Wil-
kinson.

It was necessary for a profit-making stage line to have the United States
rail contract and hopefully also an express contract. Alexander’s
failure to obtain these, added to the death of his most experienced

stage men, led to the closing of his btueiness.

Over the mext three years three other lines tried to make a profit on
the trail., @ie of these, the La Paz Ixpress and Saddle Train, was owned
in part by James Grant, of San Bernardino. Grant, more of an indepen-
dent entreprencur than Fradshaw, had also become aware of the business
opportunities indicated by the gold sirikes. He, ico, had set out in

Miy, 1852, and pasced over the came trail as Pradshaw, jpres Ly foi-
lowinz hin closely. His Express and Saddle Train Jlater parlayed itself
into the Jalifornia and Arizona Stage Compuuny, st in
Arizona. Grant wen: on to become the most importont Tigure in express
anad mail .service to run stagecoaches easivard froz Los Angeles Lo

Santa Fe, New Kexico, in the 18€0's and 187C's, ‘

Like Eradshaw, Grant's death came about from his connecti itn tha
trail. In May, 1875, he was con the desert scek: : orter

way for his stages. He knew the “cuthern Pacific Hailroad was
vway and wanted to maintain a ccnnection with it somewhe

waters. Accerding to nis plan, the stageccuches would creas th
r

trating. He suffered extireme exposure and contracted pneumoni
which he died in San Bernardinc. He was bturied in Piounesr Cs

Veanwhile, the railroad came through, goin: to and past Jurma, Grant's

plan for a stage line connection, despite his death, was in fact reale-

ized. TFor a nuaber cf years, the California and Arizona Cospany linked
to the Southern Pacific at Dos Palmas casis. It continued to run over

the Brazdshaw Trail into Arizona.

Phinneas Eanning's  ~gecoaching activity over the trail was very lim-

ited, despite the n .4ng of a town after hiz in the 3an Gorgonio Pass. ©
His compuny ran from Los Angeles to Yuisa for s2ven menths in 1265 and

1867. But between Dos Palmas and Yura he ran into the same problem that

had defeated the Butferfield interests -- laezk ¢f water, This was

never remedied, and after one or two barely averind tragedies the line

was closad in April, 1867. Meanwhile. newsnaper accounts suggest that

he tried the Braishaw Trail unsuccesafully for about a month in 1867.

It cannot bLe too strongly emphasized that the financial solvency of
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the lines depended much more on the United States nail and express z leaving &
centracts than on passenger services, The mall and express always f o ial town ¢
had to go‘throug‘n. whereas passengers could be dispensed with, as was . At that ¢
evident at the times when coaches were drawn off anl only mule trains, R cott and :
buckboards, or at the best mudwagons were used. Passenger fares were ol Mesilla, !
exorbitant and obtviously ware beyond the meuns of many recple. In 1872, ) covered a:
: for example, fare from Frescott to Sau Bernardino was $75; San Rernar~ through ro
: dino to inrenberg, $33; and San Eernardino to wWickenburg, $50. A1l of ‘last year
the stations alony the route were swing stations, where teams were Californi-
changed.  Most also provided weals and overnight lodging. But insvit-
@ ably they were crude uand uncozmfortable, aven for the times, Tragedy .
: West, Be.
Considering only those stations listed between San Bernardinoc and Zharen- cne holds
berg, it is found that there were at least fifteen,  If they were evenly Crandail,
distributed this would have put them about thirteen miles spart, How- : : . at Agua J.
ever, from the few accounts that do exist of travel by couch over the - (olorado .
route, it is apparent that stops were not this frequent., Also, as the Faiute In
exact names and loca‘lcn f these fifteen are known it is easy to tee . gack the
that some were as close together ms three miles aud cne, Chuckwalla, R Caliente.
was twenty-six miles east of the previous stop, Caynen “prings. There- :
fore, it must be concluded that different staticns were used by dlf- : - In 187} B
: ferent companies, At least two stations were raised bty the Butter- : , : Wickenbu
field work parties. These were probably at Whitewater and Agua Cal- . , : . : stagecca:.
: iente (Palm Springs). Both of these saw heavy use by later lines. o . » Z?;agicai
o ir ars
The primary building material for the stutions ualong the route was — . §tudy of
: adobe, at least eignht being made of thie., But usually the number of : . 1mporta§;
rooms was limited and the size small. The two structures cefinitely ' 27 Date Cn
5 known to bte of uncut stonc were more solid, but again of dimirutive £ I were qudi-
} size. Meals of simple fure wer. sorved as necessary, and overnignt o ’ L Essentinl
: accomodations were available in ssveral of these small cabins. : ) ; BT
1 remained
: Every station had at least one proprietor, or agent, and it is likely ‘ ' ) :2;1;:
: there were also cne or two hostlers. Some of these men were well known ; o o ‘ p-ospec:
H at the time and figured :in the development of the country, Jack Sum~ Lo ! ’ the Choc
4 mers was one who, with his wife, managed the Agua Caliente station. : o -l
; They were the first Anglo residents of Palm Springs. They also ranched o The Btadshav ~
t % and eined in widely separated locations ranging from the San Jacinto : ; )
- 'é Mountains and Twenty Nine Piulms. Hank Brown seems to have driven stages, ; E i Riverside County (
4 superintended & division of at least one line, and managed stations at - - el
. f Toro and Kartinez. Landmarks were named for hio during those times. wound through eeve:
} The most impgrtant point concerning the stage lines on this route is 2 . the Gilman Fanch,
e that from 186b, as long &s the Bradshaw Trail portion was used, the ; ) -

lines allowed connection to the eastern part of the country. After
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leaving Shrenberg (which replaced Ia Paz by 13¢6 as the primary commerc-
jal town on the river) the road want on through Quartzite to Wickenbvurg.
At that city a transfer point was established and a leg ram up to Pres-
cott and back. The main line continued on to Tucsoa, then east through
Mesilla, New Mexico, and up to Santa Fe, Different comparies sonmetimes
covered different parts of the overall route, but it was essentially a
through run until the railway was joined east of Santa Yes During the
last year of the Civil War this was the only way in and out of Southern
California by stagecouch.

Tragedy and viclence touched the route as they did other parts of the
W25t. > the robbery at Highlund Springs, already noted, at least
one roldup occured in San Timoteo Canyen. A horss thief, one J.3.
Crand2il, was killed in-a cghootout with Hewton Koble and Jack Summers
at Arta Caliente in 1370, Herman Ehrenberg, then Indiun sgent for the
Golorade River Reservation, was killed &t Dos Palmas in 18£6 when a
Paiute Indian who had been raiding on the Mohave Zoute tried to ran-
sack the station., He was later killed by Cahuilla Indians from Agua
Caliente. : i

In 18721 the nmost famous attack of all occured about five miles west of
Wickenburg and came to be known as the "dicikenburg Massacre." A famcus
stageconchman, John Lance, was killed as were six of his passengers.
Two escaped with their lives, but circumstances surrounding the entire
affair are unclear and cast suspicions on the survivors. Am exucting
study of this occurrence Las yet to be done. It is of even greater
importance tecause General George Crook killed nearly sixty Indians at
Date Creek agency in supposed retribution when in all probability they
were guite innocent. )

Essentially, staging over the Brudshaw Trail ceased in the 1830's. It
rerained a freighting route and was briefly even used by automobiles
until the highway which is now Interstate #l0 was established ealy in
the twentieth century, fter that, use of the route except by miners,
prospectors, and some recreaticnists comsed, A portion of it is now in
the Chocolate Mountain naval bombing area. .

The Bfadshaw Trail ran for the most part through that area which is now
Riverside County (see map, in book). Coming south, from the Redlands area, it

wound through severazl stops, including Highland Springs (near present-day Beaumont),

tpe Gilman Ranch, Pgln §pring§.b1ndian'wells;‘td what “is now the northern ris of
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imary comnerc— - . ] . ‘o . . ) ) ) —
to WicKenburge - o the Salton Sea, then east to present-day Blythe. - Consequently, travelers stopred ‘ t
1 up to Pres- B . e s < : . e s o
esst through at Gilman's heading in both directions. Gilman reccrded in his daily diary the ! t;
ies sometires ) ) ) . ;
spentizlly & } . stopping of the stage and the nunbter of passengers on each. On Ausqust 10, 1843, !
During the . - . :
t of go:\therzx /;' for example, he recorded, "Stage out only 1 passenger® (with two travelers, not
on the stage, stopping overnight); and on August 25, "Three stage paszengers, 2 ’ ' ; v
arts of the ' . . T . 19 . . N
ted, at least @ stopped and went with teums ... I did a leng taik with them all." Such entries : ’ 3 .
crie J.Be
‘ack gamners . continved in to the mid-187Cs, when use of the trail, although continuing, diminiched i .
igent for the . i g
166 when & . : ) with reference to stageccach travel. ‘ . ¢
ed to ran- ’ B . B ;
3 from Agua - | ) . : In 1876 Gilman estubliched a small steam sawmill eight wiles north of his ' . a
stage stop. In partnership with one $,5. Akers, he cut cedar lumber wnich he .
ciles west of : o }
ce." A famous i : sold to inhabitants of the Pass area aud also to the Southern Pazific Railrosd. : L
passengers. ) : : ‘
RZ the entire ) . In addition, he alpo ran the first general store in the San Goergonio Pass, apparen- S : . {
An exicting 1 : ’ : ‘ ' :
en greater ’ : tly a small wooden building located just ei.t of the adcue stage stop. A merchant ‘
ty Indians at : :
bability they in Cregon, he se=ems to have recognized the need for such a piace in the increaw :
. singly-populated Pass region. Here, he sold such items as beef (which he raised . i
e 1881, It . ’ ) v . )
autozobiles : L on the ranch), tarley, corned beef, natches, shirts, butter, wine, farm tools, 4
.shed early in B : : R
- - H R : . e \ i
'pt by einers, Lo Py pipes, tobacco, king bolts, and the like. Here also, he prebably sold lumber : R
f it is now in . 2 ' ‘ , ‘ S
R P : i from his sawmill. . Do g
. 74 % . : E lf
\ 5 ; : i
ieh is now i i Gilman sold the beef he raisad for food and used the horses primarily for tran- -
nde area, it sportation and staging operations., Life on the ranch was quite active if his %
ent-day Beauzont), - g ; diaries are any indication. Repeatedly, he mentions that he is enguged im such , T P
orthern ria of : i . ) . ] — ; . o
: i ' : efforts as earmarking calves, riding cut to find range cattle, obtaining hay from —’:/
B . & by furm for his livestock, hauling manure, branding cattle and colts, killing E ) .
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beef, fixing tae st.bles, sewing harness, and "fussing around" his house. During
the early 1870s he was involved‘in growing barley and alfalfa, developing an
irrigation system from the springs tehind his house, putting up fences for the
livestock, and purchasing such fara equipment us a reaper and mower conbine, . } L
He ihnrcfcre pursued a nusber of activitiem, ranging from the gqnerﬁl store to

the sgpée stop to grain and feed proﬁuction. In addition to horses and cattile, :, ; A ' P
he aiso kep. nhogs and engaged in a variety of service activities, from.filing

S

W

to pasturing unirals for others. ‘His personal property holdings, listed in
a tax form of 1873, reflect this diverse tut as yet unpretenticus activity, in-

ciudirng cne wagon (value, $40), cne harness (§1C), one saddle (810), furming

I

" tools (815), ‘seven norses ($140), ninety-three horses (4651}, 1;5 stock cattle
(8375), four hSés (85), and furniture (850).21 i , , ‘ | Vt ﬂ. o S ' v o E :
By the 1830s Gilman scems to huve decidédvto erphasize crop production and to S L . e ¥ ar
nave reduced his efforts on a purely ranching. theme. Tunis may have been due in : | . ; - s : %‘
_Paftlio financial misfortune, the detéils of which aré rot precicely clear, from :
which he was rescued by his wealthy brother, Granvilie, or to a change in service o © o “ S v" . ;:'
and product demands.za In any case, by thevtuin of the century, he wis growing C ; S
ssyeral kinds of fruit crops, in addition to growing barley and still raising ) . : {f/
some livestock, Gilman grew raisin grapés, orangas, figs, olives, almonds, prunes, K
aFricots, peache§. and apples. His gr:ndaughter, Mrs,. Marian Hunt, living in . - ' ~ ' : ?1
1977 at Cabuzon, California, remembers learning to plow from her grandfather and i e

vatching the Indian liborers (wao hired on for scasonal work) cut apricots and : s

L o E . . : - e
acgriher in the sulphur curing boxes. . - : : : s :

© e e e e, e,
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Gilman's olives were well-known throughout the state, and he cured them in “straight-laced 1it:le

PR L P IR VRSOV P ST NP R e

larze cement vits ih the adobe milkhouse (still standing) before the clive shed Gilman seems neverthel

(still standing) was tuilt around 1912. Curtis Black, who worked on the ranch as came in 1916, was quic

a bired hand in 1910-1911, recalls the Gilman placed the cured fruit in small s workshed, a struciure .
{aztout 2% gallcn) wooden kegs for shipment to resale outlegts, restaurunts, and ‘ a;tack.. Gilman, then,
notels. Trhat Giiman's olives were highly desirable :';5 reflected in a letter he » - San Gorgonio Pass, as
© wrote ou December 6, 1912; "Have letters from L{os). A(ngeles). azking about i A ; ' consisted, A picnesr
oiives,”" he noted "one frcm Perkley (s_i_c.) todxy Thormas Forsyth Hunt, Dean and Dir- : town of Banning, ne w-
ector; 'was told by Prcfessor };fason of the higa quality of Clives you producet;- B ) horti;:ultural endeave:
wvants to know if they are ${an) F(rancisco) markets etc."23 ’ o The land upon wh'
By the early twentieth ceatury Gilmen was a prosperous man, S2cure now in o icun ha§itation, was o
ﬂ his land title, owning productive acreage, and taking an active part in the civie i " Bradshaw Trail. The ¢
:’ Vaffairs of Parning. During this pericd he and his family formed the "Gilman R ) ; . iginal, travel, and t
Home Company," a corporaticn ﬁf which Le was pres}.deﬁt. To ithis corporation Gil- Pass. Archaeological
’ man in 1908 sold on quarter section of land and two half-guarter secticss for the importance of a 1
3 . o : : .
;, $100 and the following items, in 1905, for $10, seven horses; two colts; six haps more import.nt :
: cows; one stesr; two bulls; four shoats; fifteen stands of tees, "all the wagons, g
B
3; buggies, éarriages, buck-board all the harnesses si:xg@e + Decuble''; one saddle;
; three rotes; one rowing wachine; one héy rlmk;:; and "all the plows cultivators and
other farming implemerts pertaining to the place."zl" Such property was in distinctb :
cpntraét to his comparatively meager }.oldinés in ‘15?5. . :
~In kis hier years Gilman is recailed by hiz grandaughter als:' navirg b:en &
S , ;

e
3




Foren

itegy

NATIONAL REG!IST:R OF HESTORIC PLACES

103008

10 74’

LhI1LDs1A1lsD‘P\R1"t\1(n THEINTERIOR g e e e e
NAHONALPARKSERWCE

romrmener s
',

INVENTORY -- NGIIINATION FOIM

The Gilman Ranch Report

e i imn e 4 i £ A b o e e e b+

By, Dr. John R. Brumgardt

CONTINUATION SHEET : ITEM NUMBER PAGE 20

nstraigat-laced little old Kew Englander." Ko longer the energetic young pioﬁeer,
Gilman seerms nevertheless to have remained physically active. The end, when it
came in 1916, was quick -~ the family found his body in the woodpile inside fhe
workshed, a struciure wnich still remains on the propefty. He had died of a ieart
attack. Gilman, thén, is significant in s variety of ways for the history of the
San Gorgeaio Pass, as are the property and natural features of which his ranch
consisted. A pioneer rasident of the Pass, active in the development of the new
town of Fanning, he was a leader in ranching, farming, and mercantile, and
h;rticu*;ural endeavors ihere,

Tre land uéon which he.residad, meanwhile, the site of ancient Native Amer-
ican hkabitation, was a prirary stop for siugecoaches and travelers along the fumous
radshaw Trail. Toe Gilzman Ranch, therefors, conteins significance for the uzbore_

iginal, travel, and business history of Southern California and the San Gorgonio
Pass, Archaeologicul‘déposits arnd historic structures remain intact to emphasize
the importance of a loc:tion the herituge of wnich is multiple, unique, and, per-

haps more import.nt at prozont, still capable of preservation.
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