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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This prehistoric Indian town and museum is operated by Memphis State
University as a research and training facility. The archaeological
development includes an excavation site, biological field station,
and indoor and outdoor archaeological exhibits are provided.

\The central plaza, mounds, and most of the village area are cleared
and in lawn. Nine houses have been reconstructed around the plaza
from archaeological and enthnohistoric data. Two open excavation
areas are roofed over as exhibits, one illustrating stratigraphy and
the other late Mississippian burial customs. A museum contalnlng

a lecture hall, research facilities, and exhibits summarizing the
prehistory of western Tennessee and Chucalissa is adjacent to the sitd
Staff hou51ng, plCHlC areas, and paved parking lot are also on the
grounds.

The site originally consisted of a village with a central mound and
plaza complex, as yet unknown in exact detail. Clearing of forest
cover took place during the 19th century and again in 1954-55.\\
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

\€hucallssa Indian town was founded around 900 ‘A.D. remalnlng occupled
until the early 1600's. The restored v1llage and museum have become
a major tourist attraction being visited by over 65,000 scholars,
students, and tourists each year.

Apart from the discoveries of the digs and investigations at the
ancient living site, Chucalissa continues as a significant educational
contributor to the community. The site and facilities are used for
public education, training of students in archaeology, and as a
primary archaeological research facility in the midsouth on a year-
round basis.

Chucalissa contains evidence of sporadic occupation from the Early
Archaic through Late Mississippian periods; the most intensive
occupations took place during the Early and Late Mississippian
periods. This site is one of the few under public ownership in the
Mississippi Valley and one of the least damaged by cultivation and
looting. It contains the only known relatively intact record of

the development of Mississippian culture in the Memphis area. Dated
Mississippian components are of the Walls Phase (ca 1500-1550 A.D.);
Boxtown Phase (ca 1400 A.D); and Michell Phase (ca 1200 A.D.). An
undated Ensley Phase component is believed to be immediately precedent
to the Mitchell component. The site has clear stratigraphy as well
as good bone preservation and abundant floral remains for the later
components. It thus provides a unique setting for the study of
changes in architecture, material culture, community pattern, and
social organization during the development of Mississippian culture
in the Memphis area.
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