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NATI ONAL REG STER ORI TER A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The Chamber| ai n-Bourdeau House i ssignificant foritsassociation with

the town's mid- | ~t hcentury real estate development and it s
stylish Italianate design. I tmeets National Register criteria Aand
C at the local level andretains integrity of location, materials,
wor kmanshi p, design, feeling, andassociation. The boundaries
indicated ontheattached assessors map ar ethose of current
ownership.

ARHTECTURN. SOQNH CANCE  Describe Inportant architectural features and eval uate in terns of
other buildings within the conmnity.

The best preserved exanrle of anltalianate residence i nSouthbridge'® this twostory,
three bayhouse hGs kxc "jWA”) altered. Characteristic of thestyle aretheboxy shape of
the main' portion' of thehouse, theoverhanging bracketed eaves, corner quoins, projecting
wi ndow caps andthesubstantial entry porch with arch motif. Also retaining much of its
original setting, thehouse sits back from thestreet ina spacious lawn with large ol dtrees.

During thesane period, another large Italianate style house was bhuilt nearby on the
opposite side of thestreet at thecorner of Main and Sayles Street. | tunfortunately has
been altered by theapplication of synthetic siding.

HSTCRCL SGNHCMANE Explainthe role owners played inlocal or state history and how the
building relates to the devel opment of the contaunity:.

A house belonging t o O iver Plimpton was shown occupying this site onthe 1855 Southbridge
nmap. Because of i tsorientation tothestreet anddifference i nplan, that house seenst o
have been anearlier dwelling.

A descendant of W lliam Plinpton who was one of t heearliest settlers (ca. 1732) of d obe
Village, Oliver Plimpton was (at anunspecifieddate) superintendent of thecotton warp mill
of thenearby Ham Iton Whol en Conpany. A description of Plinpton's house in Davis' Sketch of

Sturbridge and Southbridge indicates that anold dwelling was still standing onthis site as
late as 1856.
The present T-plan house, theproperty of Capt. John Chamberlain or Chamberlin , first

appeared ont he 1870 Worcester County Atlas. Chanmberlain was listed i nthe 1875-6 Southbridge
directory as aninsurance agent. After Capt. Chamberlain's death i nthelate 1870's,

Ms. Chamberlain continued tolive i nthe house until thelate 1880's, By 1898-He. i'la
had becore t heproperty of Gilbert Bourdeau, a box maker. Bourdeau |ived here until about 1920

Before 1855, theOliver Plimpton house was t heonly building onthenorth side of Main
Street*west of theintersection of Main and South Streets. | ti slikely that asizeable
portion of this land, extending northward toHam Iton Street, belonged t othePlinpton house.
Bet ween 1855 and 1870 not only was t he Chanmberl ai n- Bour deau House built but theHam lton Ml
Agent's House (form//A 135) next door t othe west andseveral single andmultifamily houses

e east of i tonMin andUnion Streets were built. At that sane time factory housing forthe

Ham I ton Mill was built nearby onUnion, New (Oliver) andCross Streets.
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maps, atlases, directories
Davis, Sketch of Sturbridge and Southbridge
Qi nebaug Historical Society Leaflets, Vol. |1 ,p. 122.
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