


NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if aoDlicable) 
The C o n g r e g a t i o n a l Church i s s i g n i f i C - a n t f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h t h e 
expansion and development o f S o u t h b r i d g e ' s commercial and 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l c e n t e r l a t e i n t h e l 3 t h c e n t u r y , and f o r i t s 
i m p r e s s i v e b r i c k High V i c t o r i a n G o t h i c d e s i g n . I t meets N a t i o n a l 
R e g i s t e r c r i t e r i a A and C a t t h e l o c a l l e v e l and r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y o f 
s e t t i n g , l o c a t i o n , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, d e s i g n , f e e l i n g , and 
a s s o c i a t i o n . The b o u n d a r i e s i n d i c a t e d on t h e a t t a c h e d assessors map 
a r e t h o s e o f c u r r e n t ownership. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe Important architectural features and evaluate In terms of 
other buildings within the community. 
This Victorian Gothic church, altnough somewhat altered by the 1938 destruction of i t s t a l l 
slim steeple, s t i l l retains the i r r e g u l a r silhouette and complex massing t y p i c a l of i t s st y l e . 
Less v e r t i c a l i n appearance than i t o r i g i n a l l y was, the building s t i l l retains i t s characteris­
t i c high pitched roofs, pinnacle ornaments, ornamental brickwork and t a l l stained glass windows 
Unusual i n i t s plan, the church has i t s main entrance i n the transept rather than on the 
portion of the facade which i s closest to the s t r e e t . The only t r u l y Victorian Gothic style 
church i n Southbridge, i t i s much more complex i n i t s design than the 1869 Evangelical Free 
Church (form #A-115) which contains some Victorian Gothic elements but i s less v e r t i c a l 
and more symmetrical. Because of the compatibility of the styl e and materials of the 
Congregational Church with that of the Town Hall (form #C-302) and the Samuel Hartwell House 
(form #C-304) on either side of i t and with the nearby Elm Street Fire House (form //D-401), 
i t i s an i n t e g r a l part of the arc h i t e c t u r a l setting of the symbolic heart of the community. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 
I n 1816, when Southbridge was incorporated, the Congregationalists became the f i r s t group to 
break away from the interdenominational meeting house of the p o l l parish. "The M i n i s t e r i a l 
House" b u i l t on the s i t e of .the Dr. Samuel Hartwell House, on the southeast corner of Elm and 
Park Streets, was b u i l t i n 1818 to serve as a parsonage for the church and as a h a l l of 
worship u n t i l a meeting house could be erected. I t was b u i l t by Calvin Ammidown and deeded 
to the church. In 1822 a meeting house was b u i l t on the s i t e of the present building on 
Elm Street. After a storm i n 1884 sent the steeple crashing through the roof, i t was decided 
to b u i l d a new church. The old building was moved down Elm Street, where i t l a t e r burned. 
The new church, b u i l t and furnished at a cost of $17,500, was dedicated September 4, 1885. 
The tower of the present building was destroyed i n the 1938 hurricane and never r e b u i l t . 
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