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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Tye House is situated on the north side of First Street, where the street ends
and rolling pasture begins, in Pickens, Mississippi. Traces of a cedar-lined
walkway (no longer a part of the Tye House property) lead toward the house south
of First Street. The two-story multi-gable frame residence consists of a three-
bay facade (south), with a one-story hip-roof veranda carried by Tuscan columns
forming a layer around the facade and the length of the east elevation. A make-
shift shed porch on the north elevation connects the veranda with a flanking-
gable-roof ell. The textural quality of the exterior is enhanced by projecting
first-floor window bays on the facade and on the east elevation, with paneled
bases, vertical flush-boarded sides and bracketed cornices. A frontispiece
entrance is enriched with art glass in the sidelights and transom, and with a
beveled-glass—-paneled door trimmed with egg-and-dart molding.

In contrast with the picturesque and irregular exterior elevations, the interior
of the Tye House is symmetrically arranged with a center hall plan two rooms deep,
and a single-run stair to the second floor. Millwork detail is uniform on both
floors, with flat-faced architraves and molded backbands. Each of the two front
(south) rooms on the first floor has a bay-window niche with an upholstered seat-
ing bench and carved screen. The eight extant mantelpieces reveal major nineteenth-
century alterations (ca. 1875) to the structure. Mantelpieces on the first floor
feature free-standing columns, overmantels, beveled mirrors and decorative trim
typical of the Queen Anne and High Victorian Gothic period. On the second floor,
mantelpieces are simplified, with pilaster strips supporting a frieze and shelf
typical of the Greek Revival period, reflecting the existence of an earlier house
(ca. 1850) constructed on the site.



K SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC ~ _ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC ~ _COMMUNITY PLANNING — LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  _RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEQLOGY-HISTORIC —_CONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —-ECONOMICS __LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—-1600-1699 _ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART © . -~ENGINEERING —Music __THEATER
-X1800-1899 __COMMERCE *  _XEXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _ PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY — POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Tye House has important architectural and historical significance for the town
of Pickens. Located on the site of an earlier Greek Revival cottage incorporated
into the present structure, the house projects a contrasting and eclectic character
as a result of its renovation ca. 1875 by Confederate Col. John F. Tye.

According to local historians, a log cabin constructed ca. 1838 on the Tye House
site was replaced by a more substantial dwelling ca. 1850 (Tommie Foster, canvasser,
Statewide Historical Research Project, Works Progress Administration, 1936; Missis-
sippi Department of Archives and History, Jackson). In 1873 the "commercial firm"
of (Thomas) Clark and (Col. J.F.) Tye purchased the house and farm (Holmes Co.,
Miss., Deed Book 2:296). After the death of Thomas four years later, Col. Tye
acquired the entire estate (Deed Book 4:66). Col. Tye was an active civic leader
in Pickens and a benefactor who contributed to the town's early growth and
development. According to early deeds, Col. Tye conveyed small tracts of property
to various religious groups for the construction of places of worship.

The eclectic quality of architecture represented in the Tye House, which may be
labeled High Victorian Gothic, is especially significant in the context of its
rural setting in the town of Pickens. Characteristic High Victorian Gothic
elements include the multi-gable roofline configuration and the application of
intricate textural detail such as vertical boarded siding on the exterior window
bays and first floor of the facade. Contrasting picturesque and academically
inspired mantelpieces on the first and second floors contribute to the archi-
tectural significance of the house. Retaining most of the detail associated with
Col. Tye's renovation, restoration of the property by the present owners will
insure its future preservation.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

See enclosed sketch map.
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