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INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries  complete applicable sections)
[1. NAME

C OMMQIJ,:

North Congregational Parish Church

f-pufcrlicat ion)
1 LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

827 Main Street

Massachusetts

COUNTY:

Middlesex

FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY DATE

ucr 9 194

CITY OR TOWN; CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:
Woburn 7th

STATE cope COUNTY! CODE
M assachusetts u2b Middlesex 017

53 CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY
(Check One)

OWNERSHIP

District Building . Public Public Acquisition:
Site Q Structure n Privote I 1 1In Process
Object (e Both 1 1 Being Considered
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
{ 1 Agricultural ['71 Government . Park
rn Commercial I 1 Industrial m Privote Residence
f}*  Educational . Military A Religious
Q] Entertainment [ I Museum I | Scientific

OWNER OF PROPERTY

OWNER'S NAME:
I"orth Congregational Church
STREET AND NUMBER;

4ain Street

ACCESSIBLE
STATUS
TO THE PUBLIC

[ 1 Occupied Yes:
[3 Unoccupied [Xj Restricted

| 1 Preservation work ' ! Unrestricted

. No
in progress

{ i Transportation,”

Other CSo”itiM

mé4~ S
NATIONAL %
REGIS IER o

CITY OR TOWN; STATE; "Tj 01
"foburn Massachusetts N &

5. tOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OFDEEDS. ETC;

M ddl esex South Registry of Deeds

STREET AND NUMBER:

Cambridge Street

CITY OR TOWN: STAT

E

Cambridge Massachusetts 025

A, pfiIRESfeNTATION m EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Cnventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth

DATE OF SURVEY: 1968 and 1973 . Federal K] ‘State . County . Local

DEPOSITORY FORSURVEY RECORDS:

dassachusetts Historical Commission

STREET AND NUMBER:

10 Beacon Street

CITY OR TOWN; STATE; CODE

Boston M assachusette 025

ANO 3 0 dNgoO



)7.

DgSCR]PtION
{Check One)
Excellent n Good Q Fair . Deteriorated . Ruins . Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)
g Altered "+ Unaltered Cl Moved Ig Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (Il known) PIH.YSICALIAPIPEARANCE

Constructed 1790-1800, t he 1790 House, 827 Main Street,faces west on three acre
of land, surrounded by nodern comnmercial and residential devel opnent. Nearby
is asmll section of woods, and one mle north i s North Wburn Center.

Across Main Street i sa dwelling and field; tothe southwest i sa large shop-
ping center. To theeast, behind thehouse, a vast field runs down to the
M ddl esex Canal (ontheNational Register). Across thecanal lies the Baldwir
Mansi on (also on t heNational Register).

The 1790 House i smuch t he sane i nappearance today as i twas when i twas
finally conpleted i n1800, though a small addition has been built totherear.
The house i sa two-story hip-roof Federal, 7 bciy;s wi de and 4 .deep, with wooder
gquoins, and covered with imtation ashlar on t hefacade and clapboards el se-
where. The facade projects a central 2--t.leredbalustraded porch topped by a
triangul ar pediment. The porch i ssupported by two 1-story Tuscan col ums
flanked by two 2-story Doric colums on pedestals at thecorners. Behind

each of thefour colums, on thefacade, i saDoric pilaster, of thesane hei”htm
as therespective colum. The one-story pilasters flank an entrance door;
there i san identical door above it, opening onto thebalcony. The pedinent,
Ach and house cornice aredentiled,as arethethelintels of thefirst floor
facade wi ndows. The second floor wi ndows on t hemain house are 812 and t he
first floor windows are 12/12,and they areverticall”z connected by an unadorned
panel, thewidth of t hew ndow

70
The facade i scovered with imtation ashlar and t he other elevations ar e cov-

ered with clapboard. The north and south elevations boast a handsone and
el aborate off-center doorway. Surrounded by, small blocks of imtation ashlar N
they aretopped by a keystone and dentiled traingular pedinment and ar e support
ed_by Doric pilasters. A gable containing a Palladian windowrises fromthe
roof on theeast (rear) side; thearched ceiling of thesecond floor ballroom
extends into this gable.

o

A shed-roof lean-"to runs along t heeast side and..9onnects with a 2-story

hal f -gambrel addition, 2 bays long,that extends east from t he southeast cornei
The half-gambrel addition has tworidge-roof dormers. The two additons are
sided with clapboards and their w ndows are 6/6 sash.

The interior retains allof itsoriginal elaborate mouldings, plaster work,
and fireplace mantels.

The original estate was conposed of 80 acres, but has been dimnished t o3.
The original gateway t otheestate was |ocated on t hepresent El mStreet,
which was t hemain route t oNorth Wburn before Main Street was laid out.

The entire property along El mStreet was bordered by an ornate fence which
swept inward at t hegates, and thedriveway was lined on each side with Lindeii
trees, inported from England.



|6. SIGNIFtCANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Pre-Columbian | . 16th Century 18th Century *  20th Century
15th Century . 17fh Century 1~ 19th Century
SPECIFIC  DATEIS (H Applicable and Known) 1790—1800
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginol rr Education . Politico!
I 1 Prehistoric Engineering (XI Religion/Phi. . Other {Specify;
Historic [ I Industry losophy
I 1 Agriculture I 1 Invention d Science
A1 Architecture, | | Landscape . ,, I 1 Sculpture
Art Architecture I | Social/Human-
[ I Commerce (I Literature itarian
I 1 Communications . Military Theater
I I Conservation Music i 1 Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The 1790 House i sprimarily significant for itsconnection with Col.Loanm
Bal dwin. | n 1790 Joseph Bartlett purchased 80 acres of land from Josiah
Pierce, and began toerect a dwelling on thesite. M .Bartlett was one of
Wburn's first lawyers. H never conpleted thestructure, however, and sold
the frame and t he surrounding lands t o Col.Loanmm Bal dwin, whose |avish hone
and farmwere just across thefields fromBartlett's property.

Col . Bal dwin (1745-1807) was one of thetown's nost respected and prosperous
citizens. Qne of America's earliest civil engineers, he was responsible

for theconstruction of theMddlesex Canal. H also conmanded VWburn's
mlitia at Lexington and Concord; was Col onel of the26th Continental Regineiit
in theRevolution, Sheriff of M ddl esex County, Representative tothe Mssa-
chusetts General Court, and lastly, propogator of theworld fanous Bal dwin
Appl e.

The Col onel took Bartlett's frame andbuilt an opul ent Federalist manor,
conplete with a ballroomwith domed ceiling on t hesecond floor. Although
he never took up residence there, he utilized thestructure as a social hall
on his 212 acre estate, which included his own hone (TheBaldwin Mansion,
National Register) and several other structures.

He opened t he house i nseason for a Gand Centennial Ball i n1800. Many

local notables attended, including theCountess Runford. She was the daughter
of his lifelong friend and Wburn nei ghbor, thescientist and philanthropist
Count Runford. (The Count's birthplace i son ElmStreet at North VWburn Cen-
ter).

The 1790 House was t he scene of many gay balls while t heColonel was alive.

He gave a "Silk Stocking Ball" here i n1802 and there was al so a gala here
in 1803 tocelebratetheopening of theMddlesex Canal. The canal, a
principal engineering feat of theColonel, i slocated just behind this beau-
tiful home.

Uoon Col .Baldwin's death i n1807, t he 1790 House passed into t hehands of

his several sons,three of whomwere distinguished civil engineers i ntheir
ow right, particularly Loamm | | (1780-1838) who i soften called "the fathe:?
of American Civil Engineering".

At least five mnisters of early Wburn rmade their home i nt he 1790 HRUSSIETidir

the Rev.S Wdon of t heBaptist Church, from 1808-1811'"'"the Rev. Thomas Water

nan from 1811-1820," when t he Bal dwin brothers sold t hehone t o Archel aus Tay
cont'd



9 MNJARBI BLI ORAPH CAL REFEREINCES

1. Handbook of Wbburn Historic Sites, unpub.,Wburn Public Library.

N

Converse, ?.,

3. Cutter,W, Histor
Relating totheFamlies of Mddl esex County, Mass., Boston,

Hi storic American Building Survey; Catal ogue of Mass.,

10 GE03=APH CAL DATA

LATITUDE ANDLONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

Legends of Woburn, Boston, 1892.

i ¢ Homes and Peaces and Geneal ogi cal and Personal Menoirs

1908.

1965.

LUTITUPE ANDLONGI"™ IDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THLI Lt.i>T3.R POIN 1OF A PROPERTY

OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGI TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds pDegrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
- 42 ° 30° IOoh 71° 09' 34"
NE
SE
SV
. A_orArA A
APPROXI MATE ACREAGE OF NOMI NATED PROPERTY; aCreS oA AN

jLIST ALLSTATES ANDCOUNTIES FORPROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE pfll

|1. FORM PREPAREDBY

NAME ANDTITLE:

For Elizabeth Amadon, State Survey Director, By Mndy Arbo

ORG ANl ZATI ON

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

STREET AND NUMBER;

40 Beacon Street

CITY OR TOWN;

Boston

12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CtRTIFICATION

617-727'-

VA

WAY 1 61974
NATIONAL
REGISTER /{fV

STATE

847C» Massachusetts

As thedesignated State Liaison Officer forthe Na-

tional Historic Preservation Actof 1956 (PublicLaw
89-665), | hereby nominate this property forinclusion

National Register.

in theNational Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according tothec-iteria and procedures set
forth by theNational Park Service. The recomtnended
level of significance of this nomination is:

Name

tional e State

Secretary of th

10/ 16/ 73

025

NATIONAL REGISTERVERIFCATION

| hereby certify that this property isincluded i n the

Director, Office of Archeology andHistoric Preservation

Title Chairman,M assachusetts Histori r.ril

Date

Commission

Sh 17V

"5 Local. H
Djte
F.x.navoren ATTEST:
e Commonwealth
Keeper of Tfie National Register
Date (").iT-7y

it U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE

1 1973-729-147/1442 3-1

3 3

70



Form 10.300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OFHISTORICPLACES
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

Massachusetts
COUNTY
M ddl esex
FOR NPS LEE O\LY

ENTRY NUMBER

_4ja-9i JSUL

(Continuation Sheet)

(Number all entries) The 1790 House, Wburn

8. SI &GN Fl CANCE

M.Tay resided i nthehouse until 1827, and he allowed t heRev.Joseph Bennett

of theFirst Congregational Church, tonmove i n i n1822. The house was owned
by Col.Charles Carter from 1827 t o 1862. Rev. Mel anct hon Weel er bought t he hone
in 1865 and was pastor of t heNorth Congregational Church until hi s death i n 18/0.
[t remained i nt heWeeler famly, and thefanous American authoress, Frances
Par ki nson Keyes, \Wheeler's granddaughter, visited here often. Sheused thel7%e
House as oneof thesettings for her novel, Roses i n Decenber. The hone passed
out of theWeeler famly i n1892, when i t went through a succession of owners
and was finally bought i n1956 by theNorth Congregational Church, the present
owner , . Since that time, it has been used at various times as a Parish House,

Bi bl e school, and social function hall.

Over t heyears, many undocunented |egends have been told by local residents
concerning t he 1790 House, which has al so been known as t he Count Rinford House
Joseph Bartlett House (HABS), Weeler House, and Hill House. Qne of t he nost
persistent |egends has been that Col.Baldwin built thehouse forthe self-exile?
Count Runford toreturn tofrom Europe. Chronol ogical differences and Runfoi”~fs
simple tastes seemtorule this out. | tisknow that he never returnedto
America. Another legend places t hehone as oneof thestations ont he Under-
ground Railroad. An undergroundtunnel was supposed t o have runacrossthe
fields (nowMin Street) totheBaldwin farmhouse. | nthe 1790 House therei s

a small fireplace i ntheattic that was supposedl yused by runaway sl aves.

The 1790 House has architectural sigmficance as a handsone exanple of a Feder-
al mansion. Its notable features areits combination of *sfflat and clapboards,
its three pedimented and pilastered doorways, its rear Palladian w ndow,

and t heelaborate interior moul di ngs and plaster work.

GPO 921-724



PROERTY: (L "Cluvall SAE 7=

VZRK NG NLMBER

TEOH R BEW
PHOGs

MAPS _

ANJ Q- R BEW

HISTORIAN

rlj-

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN

ARCHEOLOGIST

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF

BRANCH CHIEF

KEEFPER

National Register Write-up Alr>U. (g'7<f Send-back
Federal Register entry / J 3 / 7/\ Re-submit .

Ent er ed T8 1974

INT- 1538-73





















Form 10-301
(July 1968)

1. NAME
COMMON

North Congregational

2. LOCATION
STATE

Massachusetts
STREET AND NUMBER

827 Main Street

3. MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE

U.S.G.S. Wilmington,Mass.

REQUIREMENTS:

PROPERTY BOUNDARIES,

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries

AND/OR

Church

- attach

HISTORIC

The 1790 House

COUNTY

Middlesex

DATE

1965

WHERE REQUIRED,

AND NORTH

to or enclose with map)

NUMERIC CODE (Aaalgned by NPS)

TOWN

Woburn

SCALE

1: 24,000

ARROW

GPO

932.010






727-831f70
May 13,1974

National Register
National Park Service
18th and C Streets
Washington DC 20240

Attention: Charles Herrington, Chief of Register CERTI FI ED MAI L
Dear Charles:

Encl osed are four National Register subm ssions for the following properties:

1. Woburn, The 1790 House, M ddl esej “ounty
2. Plymout h, Jabez Rowl and House, Pl ynout h County
3. Plymout h, Ri chard Sparrow House, Plymouth County
4. Arlington, The Jason Russell House, M ddl esex County

These have been declared eligible for sxibmssion by the Massachusetts Historical
Conmmi ssion, the State Review Board,", and have been signed by the Secretary of

the Commonweal th John F. X Davoren, Chairman of the Massachusetts Historical
Conmi ssion and designated the State Liason Officer.

Sincerely,

El i zabet h Amadon
State Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

B na
encl osures



ENTRIES | N THE NATI ONAL REGQ STER

STATE ILNSSAQIUSETTS

ar 9 m
Date Entered
Nane Location
Russel |, Tiie Jason, tlousa Alln<* ton
M ddl esex County
Hal e, Rev. John, Wouse Beverly
Essex County
1790 House Viébur n
M ddl esex County
Sparrow, Richard, House Pl ynout h
Pl ynmout h Gounty
Row and, Jabsz, House Pl ynout h
Plytrouth Gounty
Al'so Notified , , . .
Fon. Edward M KenneHy State Historic Preservation Officer
Hon, i:dviard W Er ooke Hon. John F. X Davoren
Hon. Thonas P. O Kcill, Jr. Secretory of the Cornonweal th
lion. M chael J. Harrin”toa alain.ir.n, Massachusetts Historical
Hon. Torbert H 1-lacDonal d Conmi ssi on
Hon. Cerry E. Studds A0 Beacon ftreet
Regional Director, North Boston, Massachusetts 02108

Atlantic Regi on

MWbt t/ row 10/ 11/ 74



NFS
QCT 3 19
INQ CY ..

Oct ober 29, 1974

Director
National Park Service
US Department of the Interior
Washington DC 20240

Dear Sirs:

Oh Cotober 22, 1974, our church's
parish house was offically accepted for the
Jtational Register of Historic Places. It is
known as "The 1790 House", Woburn, Massachu-

As Pastor of the church, I am interested
in determning the meaning, the responsibilit-
ies, and the obligations this entails. Pl ease

send ne information on theregulations and
W AnN2D2An ot AN National Register. Copies of

legislation establishing the Register as well
as amendnments woul d be nmost desirous.

Thank you f or your help.
Sincerely,
Sendt o:

Rev. Nancy M Kl assen
53 El mSt . Rev, Nancy M Kl assen
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H3*-PS

8«ver«Bd 3aA«y M. faasscn
3 XIK StVMt

Vabvta, MM~"umtts 01801

Dear Reveread Klassfm

Thank yeu for yeur reeffist letter cotieemi&f tiM listing of Sie 17/9Q
? In tha ~stional <»?«« ot nirtorie Places.

Li*tin®> in th« "etional KeMster is a govenwaatal seMgnitioB that
a property peescsMs bisteric values. Bucdh listias <o Mt place
xestrietlOBB «9m a private owsr or s> a State or local eo™coKieat
acting without Federal involvMMDt. It tee«» hoffever ieswre that any
federal agency esateai]»latins ca «k4ert~ing or liceasiag acti(» which
«Mtid tavvean effeet en the property will allow the Adviser? Ceiaieil
ea Historic Presemtlion opitortudty to review aad eenaent oa the
aetloo> Also, aoch |IstIBE si“ee th* property alltrifele fer finmeial
assistanee oader Title | ef tfat 1966 Hetiett*! isistorlc Preservation
Act (80 Stat. 915). as aaeeded.

8e bepe tfee eacloeed leaflet and feet sheet will he «sef«l te yew,
and we shall be hafif>y to answer any further ewestloM .

Slaeerely yours,

Chttle* 1. Ferrington (Sgd.)
+sst

Villlan J. Itetath
EeeT»a of the Uetioaal 'Register

~cleser es

cc. Honorable John F. X Davoren

Secretary of the GonBonweal th

Chai noan, >fassachusetts Historical

Coi piission

40 Beacon Street

Bost on, Massachusetts 02108 w cy Inc.
ANP. V Carbone: 1n : 11/ 13/ 74
bcc:  Regional Director, North Atlantic Region wcyinc.

Director's Reading File

DI

DG wceyinc.

MR wcyinc.
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