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)7. DgSCRjPtlON 

C O N D I T I O N 
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• E x c e l l e n t ^ Good Q Fa i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

(Check One)  

g A l t e r e d " • U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One)  

C l Moved I g O r i g i n a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( l l k n o w n ) PlH.Y SI C A L I A PfP E A R A N C E 

Constructed 1790-1800, the 1790 House,827 Main Street,faces west on three acre 
of land, surrounded by modern commercial and r e s i d e n t i a l development. Nearby 
is a small section of woods, and one mile north i s North Woburn Center. 
Across Main Street i s a dwelling and f i e l d ; to the southwest i s a large shop­
ping center. To the east, behind the house, a vast f i e l d runs down to the 
Middlesex Canal (on the National Register). Across the canal l i e s the Baldwir 
Mansion (also on the National Register). 

The 1790 House i s much the same i n appearance today as i t was when i t was 
f i n a l l y completed i n 1800, though a small addition has been b u i l t to the rear. 
The house i s a two-story hip-roof Federal, 7 bciy;s wide and 4 .deep, with wooder 
quoins, and covered with i m i t a t i o n ashlar on the facade and clapboards else­
where. The facade projects a central 2--t.lered balustraded porch topped by a 
triangular pediment. The porch i s supported by two 1-story Tuscan columns 
flanked by two 2-story Doric columns on pedestals at the corners. Behind 
each of the four columns, on the facade, i s a Doric p i l a s t e r , of the same hei^htm 
as the respective column. The one-story pi l a s t e r s flank an entrance door; 
there i s an i d e n t i c a l door above i t , opening onto the balcony. The pediment, 
^ c h and house cornice are dentiled,as are the the l i n t e l s of the f i r s t f l o o r 
facade windows. The second f l o o r windows on the main house are 8/12 and the 
f i r s t f l o o r windows are 12/12,and they are verticall^z connected by an unadorned 
panel, the width of the window. 

The facade i s covered with i m i t a t i o n ashlar and the other elevations are cov­
ered with clapboard. The north and south elevations boast a handsome and 
elaborate off-center doorway. Surrounded by, small blocks of im i t a t i o n ashlar 
they are topped by a keystone and dentiled traingular pediment and are support 
ed_by Doric p i l a s t e r s . A gable containing a Palladian window rises from the 
roof on the east (rear) side; the arched c e i l i n g of the second f l o o r ballroom 
extends into t h i s gable. 

A shed-roof lean-^to runs along the east side and..9onnects with a 2-story 
half-gambrel addition, 2 bays long,that extends east from the southeast cornei 
The half-gambrel addition has two ridge-roof dormers. The two additons are 
sided with clapboards and t h e i r windows are 6/6 sash. 

The i n t e r i o r retains a l l of i t s o r i g i n a l elaborate mouldings, plaster work, 
and fireplace mantels. 

The o r i g i n a l estate was composed of 80 acres, but has been diminished to 3. 
The o r i g i n a l gateway to the estate was located on the present Elm Street, 
which was the main route to North Woburn before Main Street was l a i d out. 
The entire property along Elm Street was bordered by an ornate fence which 
swept inward at the gates, and the driveway was lined on each side with Lindeii 
trees, imported from England. 
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The 1790 House i s primarily s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s connection with Col.Loammi 
Baldwin. In 1790 Joseph B a r t l e t t purchased 80 acres of land from Josiah 
Pierce, and began to erect a dwelling on the s i t e . Mr.Bartlett was one of 
Woburn's f i r s t lawyers. He never completed the structure, however, and sold 
the frame and the surrounding lands to Col.Loammi Baldwin, whose lavish home 
and farm were j u s t across the f i e l d s from B a r t l e t t ' s property. 

Col.Baldwin (1745-1807) was one of the town's most respected and prosperous 
ci t i z e n s . One of America's e a r l i e s t c i v i l engineers, he was responsible 
for the construction of the Middlesex Canal. He also commanded Woburn's 
m i l i t i a at Lexington and Concord; was Colonel of the 26th Continental Regimeiit 
i n the Revolution, Sheriff of Middlesex County, Representative to the Massa­
chusetts General Court, and l a s t l y , propogator of the world famous Baldwin 
Apple. 

The Colonel took B a r t l e t t ' s frame and b u i l t an opulent Federalist manor, 
complete with a ballroom with domed c e i l i n g on the second f l o o r . Although 
he never took up residence there, he u t i l i z e d the structure as a social h a l l 
on his 212 acre estate, which included his own home (The Baldwin Mansion, 
National Register) and several other structures. 

He opened the house i n season for a Grand Centennial B a l l i n 1800. Many 
local notables attended, including the Countess Rumford. She was the daughter 
of his l i f e l o n g f r i e n d and Woburn neighbor, the s c i e n t i s t and philanthropist 
Count Rumford. (The Count's birthplace i s on Elm Street at North Woburn Cen­
t e r ) . 

The 1790 House was the scene of many gay b a l l s while the Colonel was alive. 
He gave a "Silk Stocking B a l l " here i n 1802 and there was also a gala here 
in 1803 to celebrate the opening of the Middlesex Canal. The canal, a 
pr i n c i p a l engineering feat of the Colonel, i s located j u s t behind t h i s beau­
t i f u l home. 

Upon Col.Baldwin's death i n 1807, the 1790 House passed int o the hands of 
his several sons,three of whom were distinguished c i v i l engineers i n t h e i r 
own r i g h t , p a r t i c u l a r l y Loammi I I (1780-1838) who i s often called "the fathe:^ 
of American C i v i l Engineering". 

At least f i v e ministers of early Woburn made t h e i r home i n the 1790 HouseJ«  
the Rev.S.Wydon of the Baptist Church, from 1808-I811'^''the Rev.Thomas Water  
nan from 1811-1820," when the Baldwin brothers sold the home to Archelaus Tay 

House '̂ncJidir^ 

cont'd 
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|1 . FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T I T L E : 

For Elizabeth Amadon,State Survey Director, By Mindy Arbo 
ORG ANI Z A Tl ON 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 10/16/73 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

40 Beacon S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

Boston 617-727'-847C» 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CtRTIFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1956 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recomtnended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

tional • State ^5 Local. H 

Name 
F.x.navoren 

Secretary o f the Commonwealth 

Title Chairman,Massachusetts Hi s t o r i r.ril 
Commission 

Date S h 17 V 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 025 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby cert ify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Djte 

ATTEST: 

Keeper of Tfie National Register 

Date (^tj . iT- 7 y 

i t U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1 9 7 3 - 7 2 9 - 1 4 7 / 1 4 4 2 3-1 
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8.SIGNIFICANCE 

The 1790 House, Woburn 

Mr.Tay resided i n the house u n t i l 1827, and he allowed the Rev.Joseph Bennett 
of the F i r s t Congregational Church, to move i n i n 1822. The house was owned 
by Col.Charles Carter from 1827 to 1862. Rev.Melancthon Wheeler bought the home 
i n 1865 and was pastor of the North Congregational Church u n t i l his death i n 18/0. 
I t remained i n the Wheeler family, and the famous American authoress,Frances 
Parkinson Keyes, Wheeler's granddaughter, v i s i t e d here often. She used the 179fe 
House as one of the settings for her novel, Roses i n December. The home passed 
out of the Wheeler family i n 1892, when i t went through a succession of owners 
and was f i n a l l y bought i n 1956 by the North Congregational Church, the present 
owner,. Since that time, i t has been used at various times as a Parish House, 
Bible school, and social function h a l l . 

Over the years, many undocumented legends have been t o l d by local residents 
concerning the 1790 House, which has also been known as the Count Rimford House 
Joseph B a r t l e t t House (HABS),Wheeler House, and H i l l House. One of the most 
persistent legends has been that Col.Baldwin b u i l t the house for the s e l f - e x i l e ^ 
Count Rumford to return to from Europe.Chronological differences and Rumfoi^fs 
simple tastes seem to rule t h i s out. I t i s known that he never returned to 
America. Another legend places the home as one of the stations on the Under­
ground Railroad. An underground tunnel was supposed to have run across the 
f i e l d s (now Main Street) to the Baldwin farmhouse. I n the 1790 House there i s 
a small fireplace i n the a t t i c that was supposedly used by runaway slaves. 

The 1790 House has arc h i t e c t u r a l sigmificance as a handsome example of a Feder­
a l mansion. I t s notable features are i t s combination of ' ^ s f f l a t and clapboards, 
i t s three pedimented and pilastered doorways, i t s rear Palladian window, 
and the elaborate i n t e r i o r mouldings and plaster work. 

GPO 921-724 
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727-8J!f70 

May 13,1974 

National Register 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets 
Washington D.C. 20240 

Attention: Charles Herrington,Chief of Register 

Dear Charles: 

CERTIFIED MAIL 

Enclosed are four National Register submissions for the following properties: 

1. Woburn, The 1790 House, Middlesej^ounty 
2. Plymouth, Jabez Rowland House, Plymouth County 
3. Plymouth, Richard Sparrow House, Plymouth County 
4. Arlington, The Jason Russell House,Middlesex County 

These have been declared e l i g i b l e for sxibmission by the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission, the State Review Board,', and have been signed by the Secretary of 
the Commonwealth John F.X.Davoren, Chairman of the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission and designated the State Liason Officer. 

Sincerely, 

Elizabeth Amadon 
State Survey Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

ERA/ma 
enclosures 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE IL^SSAQiUSETTS 

Date Entered 
OCT 9 m 

Name Location 

Russell, Tiie Jason, tlousa 

Hale, Rev. John, Uouse 

1790 House 

Sparrow, Richard, House 

Rowland, Jabsz, House 

Arlln<*.ton 
Middlesex County 

Beverly 
Essex County 

Woburn 
Middlesex County 

Plynouth 
Plymouth County 

Plymouth 
Plytrouth County 

Also Notified 
Hon. Edward M. KenneHy 
Hon, i:dv7ard W. Erooke 
Hon. Thomas P. O'Kcill, Jr. 
lion. Michael J. Harrin^toa 
Hon. Torbert H. 1-lacDonald 
Hon. Gerry E. Studds 

Regional Director, North 
Atlantic Region 

MMott/row 10/11/74 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Hon. John F. X. Davoren 
Secretory of the Cormonwealth 
aiain.ir.n, Massachusetts Historical 
Commission 

AO Beacon ftreet 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 
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.OCT 3 1197-

INFO. Ĉ l .. 

October 29, 1974 

D i r e c t o r 
N a t i o n a l Park Service 
US Department o f the I n t e r i o r 
Washington D.C. 20240 

Dear S i r s : 

On Cotober 22, 1974, our church's 
p a r i s h house was o f f i c a l l y accepted f o r the 
Jtational Register of H i s t o r i c Places. I t i s 
known as "The 1790 House", Woburn, Massachu-

As Pastor o f the church, I am i n t e r e s t e d 
i n determining the meaning, the r e s p o n s i b i l i t ­
i e s , and the o b l i g a t i o n s t h i s e n t a i l s . Please 
send me i n f o r m a t i o n on the r e g u l a t i o n s and 
W?^^?^^ °' ""^^ N a t i o n a l Register. Copies of 
l e g i s l a t i o n e s t a b l i s h i n g the Register as w e l l 
as amendments would be most desirous. 

Thank you f o r your help. 

Send t o : 
Rev. Nancy M. Klassen 
53 Elm St. 

Si n c e r e l y , 

Rev, Nancy M. Klassen 



illf 

H3*-PS 

8«ver«Bd 3iaA«y M. faasscn 
S3 XlK StVMt 

Vabvta, MM^^umtts 01801 

Dear Reveread Klassfm 
Thank yeu for yeur reeffist letter cotieemi&f tiM listing of Sie 179Q 

?• In tha ^stional ?<»'?^«t«r ot nirtorie Places. 

Li*tin^> in th« ^etional Ke^ster is a govenwaatal seMgnitioB that 
a property peescsMs bisteric values. Buch l i s t ias <ioe* Mt place 
xestrietlOBB «9m a private owser or s;>on a State or local eo^coKieat 
acting without Federal involvMMDt. It tee«» hoffever ieswre that any 
federal agency esateai]»latlns ca «k4ert^ing or liceasiag acti(» which 
«Mtid tavve an effeet en the property wil l allow the Adviser? Ceiaieil 
ea Historic Presemtlon opi^ortuslty to review aa4 eenaent oa the 
aetloo> Also, aoch l l s t lB£ si^ee th* property alltrifele fer finmeial 
assistanee oader Title I ef tfat 1966 Hetiett*! isistorlc Preservation 
Act (80 Stat. 915). as aaeeded. 

8e bepe tfee eaeloeed leaflet and feet sheet wi l l he «sef«l te yew, 
and we shall be hafif>y to answer any further ewestloM. 

Slaeerely yours, 

Chttle* 1. Ferrington (Sgd.) 

±sst 
Vlll lan J . Itetath 
EeeT»er of the Uetioaal 'Register 

^cleseres 

cc. Honorable John F. X. Davoren 
Secretary of the ComBonwealth 
Chainoan, >fassachusetts Historical 

Coipiission 
40 Beacon Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 w/cy Inc. 

FNP:V Carbone:1ml:11/13/74 
bcc: Regional Director, North Atlantic R.egion w/cy inc. 

Director's Reading File 
DI 
DG w/cy inc. 
PR w/cy inc. 

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PR 


