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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APF‘EARANCE

The former Allen County Jail is a two-story 1imef
ng, solidly constructed with walls two feet thi

i

The"

”ﬂﬁnt Mof this rectangular rubble-stofie structure has two barred Y,

cond floor and one double door in the
evel, The outward appearance of the build:mg
has not changed much over the years.

Steel cages were mstalled on the low;e;'

yqndows on. t-h ‘

floor yhich was

S

- "The building now serves the Allen Gounty Historical
Society as a museum,

,one block )

335

SNOITLONYLSNI




INSTRUCTIONS

S EE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Approptiate)

() Pre Columbmn. R léfh Century - .-~ 18th"Century . e : G 2ch Century . !
[0 15 Commury = ) WhCoptury . F WthCemtury Tt
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1369 v
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Approprxate) i ) ' i
: Aboriginal I ' [} Educoflon ' v Political S . {1 Urban Phn’?;"g “
[ Prehistoric [ Engineering ] Religion/Phi- O ?ther (Specity) -
[T} Historic ’[:] Industry losophy
7] Agriculture [1 Invention [ Science
{3 Architecture ) [:] Lundscnpe . ] Sculpture
] Art . Archnecfure O Social/H;;mon-
[} Commerce {1 Literature itarian
{1 Communications 1 Military [] Theater
[} Conservation [ Music [} Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Citizens of Allen county voted a $10 000 bond in Av t,
1868, to build a jail, It was completed by October, 186
hite and Hays, contractors, for a price of $8,k00. Allen
county had long needed a jail but quarreling factions from
different par'ts of the county couldn't agree which town should
have it,

‘The jail is claimed to be the f:.rs building in A]J.en B
county erected with county funds, and in 1869 it was said to
be the finest jail in southeast Kansas. Apparently it was
not very escape-proof. Loc¢al newspapers over the years ‘report

" a sizable number of inmztes eseapmg, usually by cutting a’
hole in the roof ‘or’ by removing a bar or two from a window,

“In fpril, 1957, contracts were let for a new Allen county
courthouse which would have a modern jail, and it was dedicated
in January, 1959. Many people of 1o6la and Allen county wanted
to preserve the old jail so a bill was ihtroduced in the ‘1957
session of the state legislature authorizing the county com-
missioners to transfer the title to the Allen County Historieal
Society. After passage of th 111 the transfer was. made and
the building is now a museutf,

" "The bullding has significance for its long usage as a
‘Jail, almost 90 years, and it was probably the first building
in Allen county built with county funds.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer fo; the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:
National State [] Local X
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Nyle H. Miller

Historical Socie‘by . o Keeper of The ational Registerf/
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