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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The farmer Alien County Jail is a two-stiory^^ 3jymestone^ 
ing, solidly constructed with wal.ls ^^l^et^^S-ek. e 

ISFont of t his rectangular rubble-s^oll s^ucture has two barred 
ejior^ll^pr and one double ''di^r^jf^^^^Wt^''' 
level. The outward appearance.-"oif th¥ building
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which was
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prisoners lirere jsonfined. theKres father than the lower floor. 

= - f j|g ^l^igjlg^"^^ sel^res the Alien County Historical
Society as a museum.
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Citizens of Alien county voted a |10,000 bond in August, 
to build a jail. It was completed by October, 18697 by 
and Hays, contractors, for a price of P,l$00. Alien 

county had long needed a jail but quarreling factions from 
different parts of the county couldn't agree which town should have it. "-•.-.-- ------ • •• •- •-— • -••• "'•"^*~." ' : : *' .. . ~ ~"

The ja3I is claimed to be the firsCbuilding in Alien 
county erected with county funds, and in 1869 it was said to 
be the finest jail in southeast Kansas* Apparently it was 
hot very escape-proof."" Local newspapers over the years report 
a sizable number of inaates escaping, usuallyby cutting a 
hole iii the roof or by removing a bar or two from a window.

In "-iprii'^19§7," contracts were let for a new Alien county 
courthouse' whicTiwould have a ^Qdern^JajJ, and it was defeated 
in January, 19^9. Many people of Idla and" Alien county wanted 
to preserve the old jail so a bill was introduced in the 19^7 
session of the state legislature authorieing the county com­ 
missioners to transfer the title to the Alien Gbunty Historical 
Society. After passage of the^bill' the transfer was made and 
the building is now a museumV

The building has significahce for its long usage as a 
jail, almost 90 years, and it was profeably the first building 
in Alien county built with county funds.
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Degrees Minutes Seconds
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37 55 25
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Richard D/ Pankratz. Planner
ORGANIZATION "."„ "."• " - - -

Kansas State Historical Society
STREET AND NUMBER: ' " •-.--•- • .•

120 West 10th St.
CITY OR TOWN:

Topeka

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

1 forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
. level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q State G Local ^

^le H. Miller 

Titie <pjj£i»i*u.tilire Secretary, Kansas State
Historical Society 

Date October 12 , 1970
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September 9, 1970
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. ^~^ 
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Keeper of The National Register// 
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