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1. Name of Property

historic name PERRY COUNTY COURTHOUSE

other names/site number N/A

2. Location

street & number Town Square

city or town Linden

state Tennessee code COUnty Pprry

_____Nl/3\not for publication 

_______N/3 vicinity 

code 1 ^5 zip code 37096

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this EH nomination 
D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
IQ meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
D nationally D statewide 13 locally. (D See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title

Deputy State Historic 
State of Federal agency and bureau

7 Dat? 

"reservation Officer. Tennessee Historical Commission

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. (D See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
herebyycertify that the property is:

3c entered in the National Register. 
D See continuation sheet.

D determined eligible for the 
National Register 

D See continuation sheet.

D determined not eligible for the 
National Register.

D removed from the National 
Register.

D other, (explain:) _________

Date of Action

Entered in the 
'ational Register



Perry County Courthouse 
Name of Property

Linden^ TN
County and State

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

D private 
£] public-local 
D public-State 
D public-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

C3 building(s) 
D district 
D site 
D structure 
D object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the

Contributing Noncontributing 

1 0

1

2

2

2

count.) 

buildings

sites

structures

objects

Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Historic County Courthouses of TN

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register

0

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

GOVERNMENT: courthouse

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) 
GOVERNMENT; courthouse

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Colonial Revival

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation CONCRETE

wa|)s
BRICK; CONCRETE

roof ASPHA1 T

other MFTAL

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

See continuation sheets.



Perry County Courthouse 
Name of Property

Li nden. TN
County and State

8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.)

B A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history.

D B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past.

E C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

D D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is: N /A

D A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes.

D B removed from its original location.

D C a birthplace or grave.

G D a cemetery.

D E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

D F a commemorative property.

D G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

'Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

POLITICS/ GOVERNMENT

ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance
1928 to \9k5

Significant Dates

1928

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Col ley, C. K., arch.

Bell Bros. & Company, contractor

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one

Previous documentation on file (NPS): N/A

D preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested 

D previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National

Register
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#______:__________ - 
D recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record # ___________^_

or more continuation sheets.)

Primary location of additional data: N/A

D State Historic Preservation Office 
^•Q Other State agency 

*' D Federal agency 
" D Local government

D University
D Other 

Name of repository:



Linden, TN
County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property less than one acre

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

Linden 32 SE

1 Mi6| I 4| 2, k\ 0, 8, 0| | 3, 9|
Zone Easting Northing

5, 8, 0|
Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Carrol 1 Van West

organization MTSU Center for Historic Preservation date 8/30/9**

street & number Box 80, MTSU

city or town Hurf reesboro

_____ telephone 

state TN ip code 371 32zip

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner _________________________________________ 
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name Glint Liverman, County Executive_______________________________

street & number Perry County Courthouse, Town Square telephone 615-589-2216

city or town Linden_______________________ state TN_____ zip code 37096

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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VII. Description

The Perry County Courthouse lies in the center of the central 
courthouse square of Linden (pop. 1,099) in Perry County, 
Tennessee. The three story, with basement, building is of red 
brick and concrete and has a flat asphalt roof. Its 
architectural style is Colonial Revival, characterized by quoins, 
pilasters, recessed columns, and Palladian-influenced pediments 
on the south facade and north elevation.

Precise symmetry characterizes the south facade, with a 
projecting central section of six bays dominating single bays on 
either the west or east end of the facade. The concrete 
basement, concrete belt courses, and concrete entablature divides 
the facade into distinct zones. The basement has six original 
two over two double hung windows. The first floor section 
features original six over six double hung windows, centered 
around the primary entrance to the courthouse. The original door 
and transom was replaced by a plain metal door in about 1980. 
Otherwise, the entrance retains its original Colonial Revival 
features, including a broken pediment with urn, modillioned 
cornice, architrave, and recessed Ionic columns. The second 
floor and third floor sections of the south facade are further 
divided vertically by two pairs of pilasters and by pairs of 
quoins on the east and west sides of the projecting center 
section. Both floors have similar six over six double hung 
windows, but those on the second floor are distinguished by their 
concrete lintels, with concrete keystones. Centrally located on 
the south facade, and resting on top of the entablature, is a 
concrete, pediment-like medallion which gives the date of the 
building as "1928."

The east elevation, like the south facade, is symmetrically 
designed, with a projecting center section. On the east 
elevation, the center section has four bays of original six over 
six double hung windows. There is no entrance. On the south 
side of this elevation are two small, four over four double hung 
windows; these original windows afe poorly integrated into the 
overall design but provide necessary additional interior light. 
The concrete basement, concrete belt courses, and modillioned 
cornice divide the elevation into distinct zones similar to the 
south facade. Concrete quoins define the north and south sides
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of the east elevation. Two original windows for the concrete 
basement have been filled in c. 1970 while a third basement 
window was converted into a ventillation grille in c. 1980.

The north elevation has five bays across the central projecting 
section, with flanking, single bays on both the east and west 
sides of the elevation. The concrete basement, belt courses, and 
modillion cornice divide the elevation into distinct zones. The 
most dominant zone is the one created by the four symmetrically 
placed twenty-four light circle-top windows which provide light 
for the second floor courtroom and third floor courtroom balcony. 
These four windows are centered around an opening for a fifth 
circle-top window that appears to have been replaced and bricked 
in to create a blind arch at a later date. However, this feature 
is part of the building's original design and reflects the 
architect's desire to maintain balance and symmetry, without 
introducing bright light directly over the judge's bench in the 
courtroom. Brick round arches, with keystones, define each of 
the five bays. Below, on the first floor section, are 
symmetrically placed eighteen-light casement windows. The north 
entrance is unadorned and its original semi-ellipitcal fanlight 
and original door have been replaced by a modern glass door c. 
1980. At the basement level, four original windows on the east 
side of the entrance have been filled in. On the west side of 
the entrance, however, all four original four light casement 
windows have been left intact.

The west facade is almost exactly similar to the east facade. 
The differences lie at the basement level where three original 
two over two double hung windows remain except for the 
southernmost window which was filled in c. 1980.

The pronounced Colonial Revival-styled architectural elements 
found on the exterior of the Perry County Courthouse are much 
more restrained on the interior. The courthouse has a cruciform 
plan, with the intersection at the lobby of the first floor. 
Walls are of uncovered concrete or of concrete covered with 
plaster. Flooring is either painted concrete or painted tile 
over concrete. Drop ceilings have never been added to any rooms, 
although newer types of florescent lights have replaced the 
original fixtures in several offices.

The square lobby of the first floor is the heart of the building,
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and not coincidentally, the adminstrative heart of the local 
government. Six offices—trustee, county clerk, youth service 
officer, register, election commissioner, and county executive— 
surround the lobby. A classically inspired cornice adorns the 
lobby and extends as well into offices like that of the county 
executive. The entrance doors and door frames are mostly 
original although altered by the addition of ventilation grilles. 
Concrete pilasters define both entrances into the lobby, 
particularly adding a gracefulness to the dual concrete 
staircase, with original wooden handrail, to the second floor. 
The offices spaces of the first floor are largely original. In 
the office for the Youth Service Officer, a faux pine partition 
has been added so that the officer may have confidential 
conversations. Carpet has been added in this office as well as 
the office of the county executive. In the offices of the county 
executive, trustee, county clerk, and register, a new office 
counter has been added (around 1980). Otherwise, the offices 
retain the original wall treatments, original woodwork, and the 
original office configuration.

The second floor contains the entrance to the courtroom, which 
retains its original door and door frame. A long corridor, with 
original lights, runs between the courtroom and the staircase. 
Offices for the county extension agent, the general sessions 
court, and the circuit court clerk flank the staircase. These 
offices have had few changes. Wooden storage cabinets have been 
added on the wall of the extension agent's office; the circuit 
court clerk has a circa 1980 counter; and the general sessions 
court office has added carpet. Otherwise, the rooms retain their 
original configuration, original walls, and original woodwork.

The courtroom is a magnificent public space. The judge's bench 
was replaced by modern, but compatible, furniture in c. 1980. 
New tables for counsel and new furniture for the jury box were 
added at the same time. The rest of the courtroom retains its 
original features, including electric light fixtures, seating for 
the public, and original doors and door frames for four offices 
that surround the courtroom. On the east side are offices for 
clerk & master, circuit & sessions judge, and circuit clerk. On 
the west side is a deliberation room for the trial jury.

The third floor provides access t^b a large public balcony for the 
courtroom. The door and door frame to the balcony are original.
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The seats and arrangement of the balcony also remain intact, 
although in c. 1980, county officials decided to convert a 
section of the balcony, on either side of the staircase entrance, 
for document storage. Faux pine partitions now separate this 
section of the balcony from the rest of the public seating.

The basement is largely used for storage and for public 
restrooms. The men's restroom is on the east end of the corridor 
while the women's restroom is on the west end. Adjacent to the 
men's restroom, on the north side of hall, are original offices 
for FHA and the Drivers' License center. Again, original wall 
treatments and woodwork are intact. The office of tax assessor 
is adajacent to the women's restroom. This office too retains 
its original walls, flooring, and woodwork.

The courthouse is surrounded by low brick fence (C), which was 
built in 1928, that defines the courthouse lot. This fence, part 
of the original landscaping associated with the 1928 courthouse, 
is a contributing element. Also on the courthouse grounds are 
two American Legion war memorial monuments (NC), both of which 
are non-contributing due to date of construction.
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VIII. Statement of Significance

The Perry County Courthouse, located in a central courthouse 
square in Linden (pop. 1,099), the seat of Perry County, 
Tennessee, is eligible for the National Register of Historic 
Places under Criterion A for its local association with 
government and under Criterion C as the town's and county's 
outstanding example of Colonial Revival architecture. It is 
nominated under the registration requirements for County 
Courthouses set forth in the Multiple Property Documentation form 
for Historic County Courthouses in Tennessee, 1865-1940.

Perry County was created by an act of the General Assembly on 
November 14, 1819. The county seat was established at 
Perryville, on the west bank of the Tennessee River. In 1846, 
the county of Perry was divded and the county of Decatur 
established, with the Tennessee River as the boundary line 
between the two counties. The courts of Perry County were then 
adjourned to Harrisburg, a point four miles south of Linden. 
Adter two years, Linden was established as the permanent site of 
the county seat. A simple frame structure served as courthouse 
but it burned in 1863 during the Civil War. No replacement was 
built until the war was over and in 1868, county officials spent 
$9500 to construct a two-story brick courthouse.

This small, unadorned building served the county for sixty years. 
By the fall of 1927, the county court recognized the need for a 
new courthouse to provide offices for expanded government 
services associated with the progressive era in Tennessee 
politics and government. In January 1928, as the building was 
undergoing restoration and expansion, it burned. The county 
government then decided to build a stylish, much larger 
courthouse to house the necessary government function and 
officials for a progressive rural county. These new offices 
included space for the county extension agent and, later, during 
the New Deal era, local administrators for the Works Progress 
Administration and Federal Housing Administration. The offices 
and jail of the sheriff department, however, remained in a 
separate building on the courthouse square; these functions were 
not centralized into the new. building. During its period of 
significance from 1928 to 1945, the county courthouse became an 
administrative subcenter for a host of state and federal 
programs that affected the management of local government and
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expanded the range of government services to the people of Perry 
County. These activities included such New Deal programs as the 
Federal Emergency Relief Administration and the WPA, public 
health initiatives of the mid-1930s, and the state licensing 
system for automobiles and other activities. Here too the county 
court met throughout World War II to determine the level of local 
participation in various war-related drives; the draft board met 
here as well.

County officials turned to Nashville architect C. K. Colley for 
the design. The contractor was Bell Bros. & Company, also of 
Nashville. Colley had been an important practicioner of 
Classical Revival architecture since, at least, 1909-11, when he 
designed the new President's House at Middle Tennessee State 
Normal School in Murfreesboro. Colley is also credited with the 
design of later dormitories at Middle Tennessee State Normal 
School; these too were in the Classical Revival style.

For the new Perry County Courthouse, Colley developed a more 
Colonial Revival design than his earlier Classical Revival work 
at the state college. No one-story or two-story porticoes with 
classical columns are present. Rather, Colley chose pilasters, 
recessed columns, quoins, a belt course of concrete, and 
Palladian-influenced pediments at the primary north and south 
entrances as his major architectural elements. These details, of 
course, are all strongly associated with early American 
architecture of the colonial era. Combined together in a three- 
story red brick building, they represent a coherent and effective 
statement of Colonial Revival architecture as designed in 
Tennessee during the 1920s.

Compared to the exterior, the interior of the new courthouse has 
a more understated elegance. The most outstanding feature was 
the large second story courtroom, with a large third floor 
balcony. Well-lighted by large colonial style windows on the 
north wall, this majestic courtroom ,is still largely unchanged 
and conveys well the power of the local judicial system in early 
twentieth century Tennessee. Other offices, such as the second 
floor offices of the county extension agent and the first floor 
office of the youth service officer, show the influence of 
different reform eras of Tennessee politics on local government 
in Perry County.
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Since its construction, the Perry County Courthouse has been the 
administrative center for government in Perry County. It still 
houses all major branches of local government, except for the 
Sheriff's Department. No other comparable Colonial Revival 
styled buildings exist in Perry County and the Perry County 
Courthouse dominates the public architecture of this county as in 
few other similar counties in Tennessee.
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X. Geographical Data

Verbal Boundary Description

The nominated property lies at the center of the courthouse 
square in Linden, Perry County, Tennessee. It occupies the city 
lot 5 documented in the attached Perry County Tax Map 75-L-C.

Boundary Description

The boundary includes the city lot that has been historically 
associated with the Perry County Courthouse.
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Perry County Courthouse, Linden, TN . . 
Photos by: Carrol1 Van West

MTSU Center for Historic Preservation 
Date: August 1993 
Negatives: Tennessee Historical Commission

Nashville, Tennessee

South facade, facing north
1 of 15

South facade, entrance detail, facing north
2 of 15

East elevation, facing west
3 of 15

North elevation, facing south
4 of 15

West elevation, facing east
5 of 15

Central lobby, first floor, facing northwest
6 of 15

Central lobby, first floor, facing northeast
7 of 15

Central lobby, first floor, facing south
8 of 15

Central lobby, first floor, facing north
9 of 15

Courtroom, second floor, facing nqrtheast
10 of 15

Courtroom, trail jury room and jury box, facing west
11 of 15
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Courtroom, public seating, looking southwest
12 of 15

Courtroom, facing east
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Courtroom, from third floor balcony, facing northeast
14 of 15

War Memorial Monument, courthouse grounds, facing north
15 of 15




