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CONDITION
llent Q Good Q} Fair

(Check One) 

Deteriorated Q Ruins Q Unexposed

(Check One) 

D Altered [J^ Unaltered

(Check One) 

Moved JK] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (it known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

Hill 40 is located on the SW coastal plain 300 to 350 m E of Bangi 
Point and Bangi Island between the Gaan River and AuauCreek on the USGS 
Agat quadrangle Map (1968). It may be reached by driving to Bangi Point 
on Highway 2, Park and walk E to a low hill rising out of the level plain 
Hill 40 is the low N/S trending loaf-shaped knoll some 40 to 60 feet hiqh 
and 250 to 300 m in length. Its condition at the time of the battle is 
unknown. Some small depressions (ca. 1 m in diameter) may be the remains 
of the preliminary naval bombardment. Mo remains of the battle itself are 
found today. The hill is covered with tangantangan (Leucaena sp.) and a 
few coconut palms (Cocos sp.).
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Hill 40 was the scene of some of the most vicious fighting of the 
Agat Invasion beachhead during the invasion of Guam. The 4th Marine 
Regiment of the 1st Provisional Marine Brigade took the hill during the 
landings on July 21, 1944. At 2230, the Japanese launched a counter 
attack which wrested the hill from the Marines. The Marines then re 
grouped and pushed the Japanese from the hill once more. A second Japan 
ese counterattack. On the morning of the 22nd of July, the hill was' in 
American hands.

The Japanese practice of counterattacking if they could not hold or 
beat off the initial landing was put to good practice here. Much of the 
defending Japanese 38th Regiment was destroyed as a result, and Colonel 
Tsunetaro Suenaga, Agat area commander, was himself killed on the battle. 
After this battle, little Japanese resistance was encountered on the right 
flank^of the beachhead. As an intergral part of the overall landing and 
invasion stratagey, Hill 40 was a crucial area to recapture. Its success 
ful retaking was a critical operation, and it forms an important part of 
the Agat Invasion Beach area and the WWII battlefields on the island.
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Lodge, O.R. 
1954 Recapture of Guam. Historical Branch, G-3, U.S. Marine Corps.
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

NW 13° 22- 35 -N 144o 39 • 07 € 
NE 13° 22- 35 -N 144° 39 • 11 € 
SE 13o 22- 26 -N 144> 39 . 13 € 
sw 13o 22. 26 -N 144o 39 - 09 £
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Guam Inventory Team
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DATE

August, 1974
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National /K^^^sT'Sl^te [f\ Local Q

Title Director of Commerce

Date NOV201974

STATE

Hawaii 9681 €
CODE

! 58

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
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