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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Hi11 40 is located on the SW coastal plain 300 to 350 m E of Bangi
Point and Bangi Island between the Gaan River and AuauCreek on the USGS
Agat Quadrangle Map (1968). It may be reached by driving to Bangi Point

on Highway 2. Park and walk E to a Tow hill rising out of the level plain.

Hi11 40 is the low i/S trending loaf-shaped knoll some 40 to 60 feet high
and 250 to 300 m in length. Its condition at the time of the battle is
unknown. Some small depressions (ca. 1 m in diameter) may be the remains
of the preliminary naval bombardment. Ho remains of the battle itself are
found today. The hill is covered with tangantangan (Leucaena sp.) and a
few coconut palms (Cocos sp.).
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Hi11 40 was the scene of some of the most vicious fighting of the
Rgat Invasion beachhead during the invasion of Guam. The 4th {larine
PFegiment of the 1st Provisional Marine Brigade took the hill during the
landings on July 21, 1944, At 2230, the Japanese launched a counter
attack which wrested the hill from the Marines. The Marines then re-
grouped and pushed the Japanese from the hill once more. A second Japan-

ese counterattack. OCn the morning of the 22nd of July, the hill was in
American hands.

The Japanese practice of counterattacking if they could not hold or
beat off the initial landing was put to good practice here. Wuch of the
defending Japanese 38th Regiment was destroyed as a result, and Colonel
Tsunetaro Suenaga, Agat area commander, was himself killed on the battle.
After this battle, 1ittle Japanese resistance was encountered on the right
flank of the beachhead. As an intergral part of the overall landing and
invasion stratagey, Hi1l 40 was a crucial area to recapture. Its success-
ful retaking was a critical operation, and it forms an important part of
the Agat Invasion Beach area and the WWII battlefields on the island.
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