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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

In 1828 Mr. & Mrs. Bowman chose a hill site for their new home. 
The architect-builder was Jacob K. Ault. He had the limestone 
foundation rocks hauled from the quarry at Morganton in ox-drawn 
wagons. The kiln to make the brick was built near the site of the 
house, and oxen were used to tramp the clay.

The two story structure originally had four large rooms and a 
basement. It is made of beautiful br^own brick somewhat peculiar 
to that area of East Tennessee. The structure is of the federal 
period as it was executed in the Tennessee country. A detached 
cKimney on each end of the house serves to balance along with the 
window and door arrangement. Brick lintels over the windows and 
doors are well done as is the lovely corbeling under the front eve. 
The lqwer_Mindows are not original but the upstairs ones most 
probably are. The present porgh and a rear wing have been added.

The architecture of this house is very typical of many Tennessee 
country homes of the period. It is in good condition and is signifi 
cant to the area.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE,

The Bowman House located on the Little ^ennessi^e' 
the oldest house in the county but was the home 
thought to be the first white man to build a permanent home among 
the Indiana. George Bowman was born in Germany on September 20, 
1772, and landed_in New York City in 1802, having made the trip 
from Germany in a sailboat. He claimed several hundred acres of 
land on the south side of the Little Tennessee River, building 
his cabin not far from the Indian huts. This first log cabin 
had 6i,ly one room but no longer stands.

Mr. Bowman first married Susan Bowman and had one son, John. 
After his wife's death in 1825, he married Miss Nancy Browder 
and by her had a son, James, and four daughters.

Mr. Bowman was a cooper and sold most of his barrels to the 
government. He was also a commissioned government agent for the 
Cherokee Indians. Having won their confidence and esteem, he 
often settled disputes and thus helped avoid many trips on the 
warpath.

At one time Mr. Bowman owned 7,000 acres, but he sold a considerabl 
amount of land on the opposite side of the Little Tennessee River 
near the Indian town of Coytee. A spot near the old Coytee Springs 
was the site of one important treaty between the white men and 
Indians. It is presumed Mr. Bowman helped in these negotiations. 
Mr. Bowman was assisted in his farming by the Cherokees. He, in 
return, taught them to make clothing and construct wells and 
cisterns.

John Bowman, the son, was the first white man to preach to the 
Indians of the settlement. This family's- interest in their 
church inspired them to build a one-room log structure for worship, 
which served the community until Bowman's Chapel Methodist Episco­ 
pal Church, South, was built.

The Bowman home remained in the family until the house and farm 
weie purchased by Dr. J. R. Watkins in 1937. Presently, the home 
is used as a tenant house while the TVA makes a decision about 
the use for the house. This house is located within the area 
of the Tellico Dam Project, but will not be inundated. Goyernment 
officials arc seeking advice on a good adaptive use for this—————



Beloved Landmarks of Loudon County, Tennessee (Loudon, 1962^1

County Records, Loudon County Courthouse, Loudon, Tennessee

Private papers of Mrs. Earl Alexander, Chapter Historian, Hiwassee 
Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

NationarO Q State [~1 Local [X]

Stephen S ^/Lawrence 
Executive Director

ltle Tennessee Historical Coimnissio
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the
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Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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