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1. Name of Property 

historic name Proctor, John House 

other names/site number. 

2. Location 

street & number 218 Concord Road 

city or town Westford 

state Massachusetts code MA county Middlesex 

not for publication 

N/[5l vicinity 

c o d e _ ^ zip code 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this S nomination 
D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
[3 meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
D nationally G statewide [2^ locally. ( G See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

ive Director 
Historic Preservation Officer 

State of Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property G meets G does not meet the National Register criteria. ( G See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 
Keeper g n t e r o d hereby certify that the property Is: 

entered In the National Register. 
Q See continuation sheet. 

G determined eligible for the 
National Register 

G See continuation sheet. 

G determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

G removed from the National 
Register. 

G other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Date of/Action 
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Name of Property 

Middlesex County, MA 

County and State 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

[XI private 
G public-local 
G public-State 
G public-Federal 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box) 

^ building(s) 
G district 
G site 
G structure 
Q object 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not Include previously listed resources In the count.) 

Contributing 

1 

Noncontributing 
1 buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

Total 

Name of related multiple property listing 

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

N/A 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

0 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

DOMESTIC; multiple dwelling . 

AGRICULTURAL/SUBSISTANCE; agricultural 
outbuilding 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from Instructions) 

DOMESTIC: single dwelling; secondary 

structure 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) ' - - ' -

COLONIAL; Post Medieval English; New 

England Colonial 

Materials 

(Enter categories from instructions)  

foundation STONE; granite 
walls. WOOD; weatherboard 

roof. WOOD; Asphalt 

other. 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 



John Proc to r House 
Name of Property 

Middlesex County, MA 
County and State 

8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

E A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

G B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

Kl C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the worl< of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

G D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 

(Mark "x" In all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 
G A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

G B removed from its original location. 

Q C a birthplace or grave. 

G D a cemetery. 

G E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

G F a commemorative property. 

G G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance 

(Enter categories from instructions)  

AGRICULTURE 
ARCHITECTURE 

Period of Significance 

1720-1930 

Significant Dates 

1827 

Significant Person 
(Complete If Criterion B Is marked above) 

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

Architect/Builder 

3ohn Proctor 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. IWajor Bibliographical References 
Bibliography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used In preparing this form on 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

G preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

G previously listed in the National Register 
G previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
G designated a National Historic Landmark 
Q recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
G recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

one or more continuation sheets.) 

Primary location of additional data: 

IS State Historic Preservation Office 
Q Other State agency 
• Federal agency 
G Local government 
Q University 
\X Other 

Name of repository: 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Society for the Preservation of New England 
Antiquities 



John Proc to r House 
Name of Property 

Middlesex County, MA 
County and State 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property 1.16 acres 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 

1 [ 1 ^ | 3 | 0 | 0 | 5| 8| 0| I ^1 7| 1, 3| 7, ^ q 
Zone Easting Northing 

2 I \ I I \ I I \ I I I I \ I I \ \ I 

Verbal Boundary Description 

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

_L J L _L J L 
Zone Easting 

_L J L 

Northing 

G See continuation sheet 
J L 

11. Form Prepared By 
Brian P f e i f f e r , Carol Sampson R i t t and Lynn McPherson of SPNEA 

name/title w i t h R e t s y F r i e . r i h R r g , NR n i r f t r i t . n r , MHC 

organization '"^^ssachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

street & number 80 Boylston Street 

city or town _ 

date. December 1992 

Boston 
state 

telephone 

MA 

(617) 727-8470 

zip code 02116 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

IMaps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.) 

name Richard & Alan Emmet 

street & number 224 Concord Street telephone (508) 692-8329 

city or town 
Westford 

state. 
MA 

zip code 
01886 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
Instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and re\ ng the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington. DC 20503. 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

The John Proctor House, Westford, Massachusetts, is a well-preserved, late First Period 
house of timber-frame construction (ca. 1720-1740) that has been enlarged by a two-story 
addition at the west elevation (ca. 1840-1870) and a one-story rear wing (ca. 1870-1910). 
Originally built as a center-chimney dwelling, the John Proctor House was modified in the 
early nineteenth century by the removal of the original western bay and now stands as a 
half-house. 

Surrounded by fields and woods, the John Proctor House stands on its original site facing 
south across Cloncord Road, a main transportation route established prior to or during the 
early seventeenth century. Immediately adjacent to the house are a modem garage and a 
cellar hole, elements of which may date from a nineteenth century bam (although concrete 
facing suggests twentieth-century rebuilding). The surrounding vicinity is rural and consists 
of scattered former farmsteads, over 100 acres of conservation land, and some recently built 
homes which are not visible from the nominated property. 

The John Proctor House rests upon a low fieldstone foundation. The exterior elevations 
are covered with wooden clapboards and are trimmed with simple flat-board friezes and 
comer boards. Similarly, the front entry and the window surrounds feature flat-board 
casing. Due to the removal of the original western bay in the early nineteenth century, the 
main entry is positioned asymmetrically towards the west and stands above the facade's 
original wide-board water table and a granite step block. 

The sparse fenestration of the John Proctor House facade is typical of First Period design. 
It consists of one 6/6 double-hung sash window east of the entry at the first story, one 6/6 
double-hung sash window at the east bay of the second story, and one smaller 4/4 double-
hung sash window positioned over the first story entry. The top rails of both second story 
facade windows intersect the frieze, which may be due to the presence of earlier casement 
windows openings which were enlarged during the nineteenth-century installation of the 
larger double-hung sash windows. 

The main house possesses a side-gabled roof, and its slight eave is decorated with a boxed 
comice and gable retums. A narrow brick chimney stands at the west elevation (north of 
the windows), and a second chimney pierces the front-gabled roof of the north elevation 
addition. 

(continued) 
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The John Proctor House consists of two bays, one is framed into a former chimney bay 
(west, approximately 9' wide) and the other is a room bay (east, approximately 18 
'6" square). Framing members consist of flared oak posts, large girts, and boxed plates. 
The floors of the main house are supported by a transverse summer beam (13" x 12'6") at 
the first story and a square longitudinal boxed summer beam (IS'd") at the second story. 

The attic is framed into three bays by principal rafters that rise to a small ridge-pole which 
has been replaced at the western bay (original chimney location); purlins are irregularly 
spaced and bear evidence of alteration with salvage materials. About 1900, a one-and-a-half 
story balloon-frame rear ell was added; interestingly, the ell is butted against the north 
elevation without altering or being tied into the house's original frame. 

Most of the present interior woodwork and plaster of the John Proctor House appear to 
date from the second quarter of the nineteenth century. The wall thickness at the facade 
(10") and rear wall (11 1/2") suggest that current finishes have been applied over earlier 
finishes. The 6" thickness of the west side wall reflects its alteration in the early nineteenth 
century; the east side wall is only 6" thick at the first story, as a result of the replacement 
of its sill and studs in the first half of the twentieth century.̂  

Richard and Alan Emmet, who have owned the house since 1970, have undertaken some 
basic repairs and maintenance; the John Proctor House and surrounding acreage, however, 
survive remarkably intact. The nominated property includes 1.16 acres of land surrounding 
the John Proctor House, with 247.68 feet of frontage on Concord Road and a northem lot 
line of 217.92 feet The Emmets have donated the remaining acreage of the John Proctor 
House premises to the Massachusetts Audubon Society as part of a larger tract which is a 
designated wildlife sanctuary. 

Historic Physical Appearance: 

The main house (ca. 1720-1740) was built by John Proctor I I (1694-1783) of Westford, 
Massachusetts. Although originally constructed as a center-chimney, timber-frame house, 
early deeds from John Proctor I I to his sons, Phineas Proctor and John Proctor I I I , refer 
to divided use and ownership among family members of the eastern and westem sections.̂  

In 1791 a Proctor descendant, James, sold a large tract of the Proctor Farm and the eastem 
half of the John Proctor House to a non-family member, while Sarah Wright Proctor (the 
widow of John Proctor II) continued to live in the western section of the house until her 
death in 1827.' The John Proctor House was physically reduced to a half-house in 1827 

(continued) 
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when the westem section was sold to Henry Fletcher, a neighbor.* Two flared posts used 
as plates in an 1827 addition to Henry Fletcher's bam offer evidence that framing elements 
of the Proctor House may have been re-used in this locations.' 

Deed references indicate that Henry Fletcher probably dismantled a large center chimney 
along with the westem bay of the John Proctor House in 1827, requiring the owner of the 
remaining eastem section to undertake major changes in order to live in the divided 
structure.* At this time, a smaller chimney (now capped below the roof line) was 
constmcted at the west elevation and set 4' into the former hall and hall chamber area in 
a position slightly east of the original chimney. 

A small room was created in the former center-chimney bay, and it is likely that the west 
elevation addition was constructed ca. 1840-1870 to create usable rooms at the first and 
second stories of the house's west end. Other changes made at that time probably include 
the enlargement of existing window openings to their present dimensions and the cutting 
of new windows on the house's east end. The present dimensions and the cutting of new 
windows on the house's east end. The present exterior boxed comice was likely added 
between 1830 and 1850.' 

In 1874 Lizzie Martin of Boston purchased the John Proctor House and 12 acres of land 
for $1,100.* In 1881 Mrs. Martin and her husband Frederick purchased a 30 acre parcel 
abutting the house to the east and north. (This property adjoined the west boundary of the 
Henry Fletcher homestead.)' In 1885 Mrs. Martin was taxed on a house, shed, bam, and 
42 acres; by 1895 a hen-house existed on the premises as did 1 horse, 4 cows and 20 fowl. 

The John Proctor House's balloon-fi'ame rear addition was built ca. 1900, and it appears 
that John Martin, son of Lizzie and Frederick Martin, and his family lived on the premises 
around this time because his wife Clara was listed as the owner of record on a 1915 tax 
assessment. It is believed that the Proctor Bam collapsed or was tom down prior to 1951, 
and a low metal-roofed shed (now removed) was built over the bam's fieldstone 
foundations.̂ " 

After Mrs. Clara Martin died in 1959, her two unmarried sons, John and Clarence Martin, 
lived on the premises until 1970 when they sold the John Proctor House and 42 acres to 
Richard and Alan Emmet. The Emmets, who have lived in the neighboring Henry Fletcher 
House since 1951, continue to own the John Proctor House and rent it to residential 
tenants. 

(continued) 
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Although the Westford Historical Conmiission has not completed its survey of local 
architecture, visual inspection of existing building styles, craftsmanship and materials reveals 
that the majority of the historic stmctures in Westford date from the nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries. This conclusion is confirmed by the "Survey of Historical Assets of 
Regional Significance in the Northem Middlesex Area" prepared by the Northem Middlesex 
Area Conmiission and submitted to the Massachusetts Historical Commission in August, 
1977, which attributes a small number of Westford's present buildings to the seventeenth 
and early eighteenth centuries. The existing early stmctures, all being 2 1/2 stories, of 
timber frame constmction and of center chimney design, include a house constmction and 
of center chimney design, include a house on Francis Hill Road (ca. 1664); the Captain 
Fletcher House on Lowell Road (early 1700s); the Old Fletcher Tavem (ca. 1713); and a 
circa 1720 dwelling on Chamberlain Road. 

Typical of the building practices of Westford's first English settlers, the Proctor House was 
originally built as a five bay, 2 1/2 story, center chimney house and is framed with heavy 
timbers connected with mortise and tenon joinery. The 10" thickness of the facade wall and 
the 11 1/2" thickness of the north wall suggest the presence of early finishes underneath 
nineteenth century woodwork and plaster. Although the Proctor House also serves as a 
unique example of a full-width center chimney dwelling which was reduced to a half-house 
in the early nineteenth century, its side-gabled roof, sparse fenestration, clapboard siding, 
and low fieldstone foundation remain characteristic of late First Period design in the area. 

Archaeological Description 

While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded on the property or in the general area 
(within one mile) it is possible that sites are present The physical characteristics of the 
property including its location on a well drained level to moderately sloping south facing 
terrace in close proximity to a small pond and tributary stream of Nonset Brook indicate 
favorable Ideational criteria for native settlement and subsistence activities. The area is also 
part of the Asssbet River drainage, a demonstrated locus of Native American subsistence 
and settlement activity. The above factors combined with minimal historic development 
indicate a moderate to high potential for locating significant prehistoric survivals. 

There is also a high potential for significant historic archaeological remains on the property. 
Stmctural remains may survive from the original 18th century westem bay of the house 
removed in the early 19th century possibly for use as the bam at the nearby Fletcher House. 
Stmctural remains may also survive for a shed, bam and hen house also known to have 
been present on the property. The bam collapsed or was tom down prior to 1951. 

(continued) 
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Occupational related features (trash pits, privies, wells) also likely survive on the property 
dating to the original ca. 1720-1740 house constmction. 

(end) 

8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The John Proctor House, initially constmcted between 1720 and 1740, is important for its 
surviving elements of First Period architecture in addition to the well-preserved, mid-
nineteenth-century interior finishes and exterior elements, resulting from modifications 
made between 1827 and ca. 1850. The house also possesses historical associating with the 
family of Robert Proctor, one of the first settlers of Westford. The John Proctor House 
retains a high degree of integrity of setting, location, feeling, design, materials, and 
association which are further enhanced by an architecturally significant dwelling retaining 
original materials and workmanship exemplifying traditional constmction during Westford's 
earliest period of settlement and reflecting nineteenth-century building practices in 
Westford. The John Proctor House thus fulfills National Register Criteria A and C on the 
local level. 

1 . I 5)1 

I ' . 

Originally the hunting ground of the Pawtucket, Wamesit, and Nashoba Indians and 
formerly the "West Precinct" of the Town of Chelmsford, Massachusetts, the Town of 
Westford is located 24 miles northwest of Boston and 7 miles southwest of Lowell in the 
northem section of Middlesex County." Westford's boundaries encompass 31 square miles, 
comprised mainly of rolling upland terrain with numerous brooks, ponds and bogs. 
English colonial settlement began in the mid-seventeenth century. The first settlers came 
mainly from the nearby towns of Concord, Wobum, and Wenham to obtain land, clear 
trees, build homes, and begin farming.̂ ^ The Nashua VaUey corridor supported an 
agricultural economy and the water power of Stony Brook gave rise to local mill sites. 
Settlement was intermpted in 1675 by King Philip's War." Re-settlement proceeded slowly, 
and Westford remained part of Chelmsford, Massachusetts, until 1729 when acting 
Governor William Ehimmer signed an Act of Incorporation for the Town of Westford." 
Shortly thereafter, the boundaries of Westford were enlarged by the annexation of the 
Prescott, Kent, and Townsend family estates which were previously part of the Town of 
Groton.̂ ' 

Between 1720 and 1800 Westford continued to exist as a farming community of scattered 
farmsteads situated on pre-established transportation routes. During this time, a town 

(continued) 
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center also began to grow around the town common, the first Meetinghouse, and town 
cemetery. In the early nineteenth century, the water power of Stony Brook lead to 
development of several small-scale industrial centers (Nabnasset, Graniteville, and Forge 
Village), and granite quarrying began in the northeast section of Westford in 1820.** In 
1855 the Abbot Worsted MiUs, located in the Forge Village area of Westford, began the 
manufacture of worsted yams and attracted immigrants to Westford from England, 
Scotland, Canada, freland, Russia, Poland, and Italy. 

With increasing competition from large upstate New York and Mid-west farms. New 
England's overall agricultural productivity began to decline in the early nineteenth century.*̂  
Westford's long-established agricultural economy improved, however, during the Civil War 
era, and agriculture remained one of the primary occupations of Westford residents until 
after World War I I . Dairy farming was predominant; although fmits such as apples, 
peaches, and strawberries were also sold profitably at Boston markets.*' 

Due to the eventual decline of Westford's agricultural economy in the 1950s and 1960s, 
many local farmers sold land to developers who were building new homes to accommodate 
Boston's suburban expansion.̂  Although Westford's town center, mill villages, and some 
agricultural landscapes presently remain intact, increased access to the Boston highway 
system (via the extension of Interstate 495) and industrial expansion of surrounding 
communities have brought extensive suburban development to Westford during the past 20 
years with consequent loss of former farmsteads and agricultural lands. 

The nominated property, a two-story, timber-frame house, was built ca. 1720-1740 by John 
Proctor I I (1694-1783), husbandman. John Proctor I I was the grandson of Robert Proctor, 
a petitioner to the General Court in 1653 for the settiement of Chelmsford Plantation. 
When Robert Proctor moved from Concord, Massachusetts, to the "West End" of 
Chelmsford with his wife Jane Hildreth Proctor and their four children between 1650-1656, 
the Proctors became one of the first families to settie the area and to begin farming. 
Robert and Jane Proctor had seven additional children's births indicate that they remained 
in Chelmsford at least until the early 1680s. 

In 1692 and 1693, Robert Proctor conveyed much of his property to his son John Proctor 
I , including among other parcels his "hcnne Lott with a Dwelling house, Bam and other out 
houses Lands, Meadows & orchards" and a "parcel of Land called ye New Lott..bounded 
Southerly by the Highway..." Robert Proctor's movable property was also included in the 
transfer "Excepting Such Cattie and household goods... reserved in another Instmment" and 
the right to cut wood on the east side of "the Ry Lott"" As all other parcels are described 

(continued) 
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as meadows and woodlots, it is possible that the "New Lott" was already the home of John 
Proctor I and his wife, Miriam Proctor, at the time of transfer. 

That the "New Lott" of Robert Proctor may have been the property at 218 Concord Road 
is possible but conjectural due to the imprecision of property descriptions and the lack of 
subsequent deeds until 1760 when John Proctor II sold several parcels to his son, Phineas 
Proctor. Included in the 1760 sale was a parcel of land that corresponds to 218 Concord 
Road together with one-half of the "Dwelling House & Bam" standing thereon.̂  As John 
Proctor II was married prior to 1719 and was living in Westford at the time of its 
incorporation in 1729, it is probably, but not documented, that the present main house was 
standing by the 1720s. 

Subsequently, in 1761 John Proctor II sold additional parcels to his son John Proctor III, 
yeoman (1733-1785). This sale included one-half of the house and bam of John Proctor II 
but apparentiy not the land on which they stood, as it had already been sold to Phineas 
Proctor.̂  From 1761 to 1827 the western half of the house was occupied by the family of 
John Proctor III and the surrounding acreage was farmed. In the initial settiement of 
Proctor's estate, the westem half of the house and nearby land were granted to his widow, 
Sarah Wright Proctor; an inventory of the estate includes two sets of fire shovels and tongs 
with sufficient fumiture to indicate that Proctor occupied at least two rooms and perhaps 
more. The inventory also lists the farm implements, livestock, and cooper's tools that 
belonged to John Proctor III.^ 

In 1782 the eastem half of the house and the land on which it stands were sold by Phineas 
Proctor, husbandman, to his son, James Proctor, yeoman. This conveyance also included 
76 acres of land used for "orcharding, mowing, plowing and woodland."" In 1798 James 
Proctor sold the eastem half of the house and an 80 acre farm to Abel White of Westford 
for $850, subject to a $400 Bank Mortgage.̂  Between 1802-1819, ownership of the eastem 
half of the house with a 12 acre tract of land changed hands several times before being 
acquired by in 1819 by Samuel Harwell, a cooper from Littieton.̂  

Sarah Wright Proctor, the widow of John Proctor III, continued to live in the westem 
section of the house until her death in 1827. Following the death of Sarah Proctor, the land 
that Phineas Proctor had purchased from his father was sold in 1827 to Henry Fletcher, the 
owner of neighboring property. Henry Fletcher also purchased the "West part of the House 
as far as the Senter of the chimney with the Sellar under the same—with ten feet wide in the 
southwest comer of the Bam Beginning at the fioorway through to the West End with a 
privilege in the Thrashing floor."^ . , 

' (continued) 
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Insofar as the description of Fletcher's purchase indicates that the John Proctor House was 
a full, center-chimney stmcture, rather than the present half-house, it suggest that Fletcher 
dismantied the chimney and western bay of the John Proctor House, requiring the owner 
of the eastem half to make major changes to the remaining stmcture. The use of two flared 
posts as plates in a 1827 addition to Henry Fletcher's bam offer evidence that framing 
elements of the Proctor House may have been re-used in this location.^ 

As noted, beginning in 1819 Samuel Farwell owned the eastern section of the John Proctor 
House and its 12 acre parcel. Farwell had married Mary Parker in 1813 (Mary Parker 
Farwell was a member of the established Westford family for which "Parkerville," now 
"Parker Village" was named) and, as discussed under Section 7, it appears that the Farwells 
modified both the exterior and interior of the house during the second quarter of the 
nineteenth century (1830-1850) in order to render the half-house more comfortable and 
attractive. 

Even though Samuel was a cooper by trade, the Farwell family continued the tradition of 
farming; Mary Parker Farwell purchased an additional, non-abutting 30 acre parcel to the 
west of their home for this purpose in 1850.̂  Samuel Farwell died in 1859, survived by his 
wife Mary and five grown children. The inventory of Farwell's estate listed a house, bam, 
and land with personal property that included household fumiture, dairy tools, two lots of 
casks, farming tools, three cows, one wheelbarrow, one lot of hay, and $100 in cash.̂ ^ 

Beginning in 1866, the John Proctor House and 12 surrounding acres were sold three times 
before being purchased in 1874 by Lizzie Martin of Boston, Massachusetts.'̂  During this 
time, the John Proctor House continued to be a family farmstead, and Mr. and Mrs. Martin 
expanded their holdings in 1881 by purchasing a 30 acre parcel which abutted their house 
to the east and north and adjoined the west boundary of the neighboring Henry Fletcher 
House premises.Additionally, chicken and egg production became conunercially 
important in Westford during the end of the nineteenth century, and by 1895 the Martins 
had constmcted a hen-house to for their 20 fowl.^ 

In 1915 Mrs. Clara Martin, the daughter-in-law of Lizzie and Frederick Martin, was the 
property's owner of record on the local tax rolls. Successful farming continued into the 
early twentieth century, and the Martin family held 42 acres of land, the John Proctor 
House and Bam, a henhouse, a horse and cow, plus 30 fowl. The advent of the 1930s 
brought economic depression and a decline in farming in Westford. Active farming 
probably ceased on the property by the late 1940s, and it is believed that the Proctor Bam 
collapsed or was tom down prior to 1951. Clara Martin died in 1959, and her two 

(continued) 
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unmamea sons, jonn and Ularence Martm, used tbe premises for residential purposes. In 
1970 the Martins sold the John Proctor House and 42 acres to its current owners, Richard 
and Alan Emmet, who currently rent the house to residential tenants. 

The Emmets donated a perpetual preservation restriction to the Society for the Preservation 
of New England Antiquities in 1990 in order to ensure that the historical and 
architectural integrity of the John Proctor House will continue to be preserved for 
generations to come. The restriction protects both interior and exterior features of the 
house, such as the foundation, all elevations, roof profiles, stmctural members, interior 
space configuration, floors, plaster walls and ceilings, woodwork and fireplaces.'^ 

The John Proctor House is significant as a rare survivor from the early colonial period of 
Westford, Massachusetts, and for its associations with Robert Proctor, who was one of 
Westford's first settiers. Due to its well-preserved condition, the house contributes to the 
understanding of late First Period design and constmction practices in Middlesex County 
and stands as an unconunon example of an eighteenth-century, center-chimney dwelling that 
was reduced to a half-house more than 100 years later. Built on an early transportation 
route, the John Proctor House and its intact setting also exemplify the agrarian life-style of 
many Westford residents between the eighteenth and early twentieth centuries. 

Archaeological Significance * ^ 

Since pattems of prehistoric occupation in Westford are poorly understood, any surviving 
sites would be significant Although numerous prehistoric sites have been documented for 
the Assabet River drainage, most of these site are from downstream or lower portions of 
the drainage. Upstream or more interior portions of the Assabet Drainage are also poorly 
documented. Prehistoric sites in this area can help better understand prehistoric settiement 
and subsistence in this area of the Assabet River drainage and help document their 
relationships with sites along lower reaches of the river and within the Merrimack River 
system. Prehistoric sites in this area of the Assabet drainage may also share characteristics 
with sites in similar location in other regionally important drainages including the Sudbury 
and Concord Rivers, also tributaries of the Merrimack River. 

Historic archaeological remains described above have the potential to help complete 
documentation for a house in Westford with surviving First Period archicture which has had 
it's westem bay removed. Controlled testing and excavation can determine the location of 
stmctural remains from the removed westem bay of the house and help clarify for certainly 
whether or not the cellar like adjacent to the house and modem garage was the bam. 

(continued) 
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Similar testing can also document the nature and extent of changes made to the ceUar hole 
stmcture as indicated by the cement facing of the foundation. Stmctural remains may also 
survive from additional outbuildings including a shed and hen house which could helps 
better understand agricultural operations on the farm. Detailed analysis of likely but 
presently unlmown occupational elated features (trash pits, privies, wells) can provide data 
on the social, cultural and economic characteristics of Robert Proctor, one of the first 
settiers in Westford, his family and the origins of the family farm in the area. The 
importance of certain agricultural practices or actual limits of subsistence farming can also 
be anatyzed horn these sources. 

(end) 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
IT" 

Verbal Boundary Description 

_4 ' 

The nominated property consists of Parcel A (1.16 acres) with the John Proctor House 
thereon, as more particularly described in a survey conducted June 10,1991, by McGlinchey 
Associates, Inc. (attached as a site plan): / -

Parcel A Southerly by Concord Road two hundred forty-seven and 68/100 
(247.68) feet 

Westerly by land now or formerly of Richard S. Emmet, Jr. two 
hundred ninety-eight and 93/100 (298.93) feet 

Northerly by land now or formerly of Richard S. Emmet Jr. by several 
lines measuring together three hundred sixty-eight and 66/100 
(368.66) feet and 

' Easterly by land now or formerly of Richard S. Emmet, Jr. one hundred 
forty-eight and 45/100 (148.45) feet 

(continued) 
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Boundary Justification 

The boundaries of the nominated property include the immediate environs of the John 
Proctor House contributing to the historic integrity of the premises. The boundaries also 
reflect the creation of a 1.16 acre parcel surrounding the John Proctor House by its current 
owners, who have established preservation restrictions on this lot and have donated the 
remaining acreage to the Massachusetts Audubon Society. 

(end) 
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