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historic name Plant Auto Company Building __________________________________ 

other name/site number

2. Location

street & town 38 South 200 West (State Highway 91 ) D

city or town Richmond D

state Utah code UT county Cache code 005 zip code 84333

not for publication 

vicinity

3. 'State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this £j nomination 
D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register 
of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the 
property E<] meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
D nationally D statewide K! locally. ( D See conti/uation sheet for additional comments.)i /• ^/Vx/ z
Signature of eelrtifying official/title Date

Utah Division of State History. Office of Historic Preservation
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. 
comments.)

Q See continuation sheet for additional

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4, .
I hereby certify that the property is:

\4iLentered in the National Register. 
\f D See continuation sheet. 

D determined eligible for the 
National Register

D See continuation sheet. 
D determined not eligible for the

National Register. 
D removed from the National

Register. 
D other, (explain:)

Date of Action
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Plant Auto Company Building
Name of Property

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property
(check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(check only one box)

Richmond, Cache County, Utah
City, County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.

D public-local 

IEI private 
D public-State 

D public-Federal

D district 

Kl building(s) 
D site 

[H structure 

D object

Contributing 

2

Noncontributing 

buildings
sites

structures

objects
2 Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register

Historic and Architectural Resources of Richmond, Utah, 1859-1954 N/A

6. Function or 
Historic Function
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCE: Specialty Store

Current Function
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCE: Storage
TRANSPORTATION: Service Station

7; Description 
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions) 

LATE VICTORIAN

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

Other: Service Bay Business
foundation 

walls

Other: One-part Block
roof 

other

CONCRETE

BRICK

BUILT-UP

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

]See continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 7
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Narrative Description

The Plant Auto Company Building, built 1916, is a one-part-commercial-block/service-bay-business-type 
building, constructed of brick in the Victorian Eclectic commercial style with storefront and service bay 
openings. The building is located at 38 South State Street (also known as State Highway 91). The building is a 
rectangular block measuring approximately 18 feet by 72 feet and built on a concrete foundation. The Plant 
building faces east and situated close to the edge of the highway. The flat, built-up roof slopes to the west and 
there are stepped parapet walls along the north and south elevations. The fa9ade brick is hard fired and laid in a 
running bon with flush mortar joints. Softer brick, laid in common bond with headers every seventh course, is 
found on the other elevations. The building is painted white, except for the rear (west) elevation. There is a 
minimum of ornamentation, limited to two corbelled cornices on the fa9ade and Victorian relieving segmental- 
arch window hoods on the north and south elevations.

The fa9ade and storefront faces east. The storefront has four openings. At the north end is a large bay with a 
pair of original hinged doors. The doors feature a ribbon of vertical lights in the transom space, and vertical 
slats braced with diagonal strips of lumber. Two boards across the bottom prevent the door from being used 
currently. In the center of the storefront is a large display window opening. Originally, the display window was 
floor to ceiling and consisted of four large panes divided by thin muntins. A second similar display window 
was on the south end of the fa9ade. Both of these openings were altered, probably in the 1960s or 1970s, with 
smaller aluminum windows and vertical siding as infill above and below the windows. The entrance door was 
located just south of the center opening. The original door was a three-quarter-glass door with multiple panes. 
The door was replaced with a solid door and blocked transom probably at the same time the windows were 
replaced. The words "Plant Auto Co" are lettered on boards just above the entrance and below one of the two 
corbelled cornices. A large brick sign space is located between this cornice and the one just below the metal 
parapet coping. The sign space is now blank with a gooseneck light above the entrance. Originally, the words 
"Plant Auto Company: Accessories Welding, General Repairing" were painted in the space. The fa9ade is 
flanked by a pair of projecting brick pilasters with scored concrete plinths.

The north and south elevation are similar. Each elevation features seven bays of large window openings. The 
windows are currently blocked with plywood, but the twenty-light wood sash is intact on the interior. The 
window openings are arched with segmental relieving arches of brick and a corbelled hood. The sills are 
concrete. There are two brick chimneystacks and a basement window on the south elevation. The rear 
elevation is unpainted yellow brick. There was originally another service bay opening in the center, but this has 
been blocked with a smaller door inset (circa 1980s).

On the interior, the space is open except for an office partition in the southeast corner. The partition is original 
and features narrow clapboards, beaded woodwork, and built-in cabinets. A smaller office was partitioned to 
the north (circa 1970s). Except for the office space, the interior is only roughly finished. The roof support is 
visible, the brick is unpainted, and the floor is concrete. Several pieces of equipment (e.g. cranes, pulleys,
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testing apparatus) from the historic period and usage are intact on the interior. The basement is only partially 
excavated.

The Plant Auto Company Building is located near the street on a 0.52-acre parcel of land. The parcel is a 
notched rectangle with a cutout in the southeast corner. The building is located in the northeast corner of the 
property. Behind the building, to the west, is a wood shed measuring approximately 18 by 29 feet. It is a 
historic structure built of horizontal boards and a slightly pitched roof with one window and one door opening. 
The shed is a contributing building though its exact construction date and usage are unknown. The property is 
essentially open field with chain link fencing on the west and south. There is no formal landscaping, but a few 
small trees are located near the building. There is a bit of sidewalk leading to the front door. The Plant building 
is located on the main highway (200 West or State Road 91) through Richmond. There are several residences, 
businesses, and the city park in the vicinity. Two newer service stations are near the Plant building. The Plant 
Auto Company Building has good historic integrity and is a contributing resource in Richmond.



Plant Auto Company Building
Name of Property

Richmond, Cache County, Utah
City, County and State

8. Description''-. ; : ,/v^,%' • ; '••'.'•'••.•:.'••"•:.•. •'".''• '".• '•• : " 
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 

for National Register listing.)

13 A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history.

D B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past.

Cx] C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

n A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes.

D B removed from its original location.

D C a birthplace or grave.

D D a cemetery.

C] E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

D F a commemorative property.

D G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Areas of Significance
(enter categories from instructions) 

COMMERCE

TRANSPORTATION

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

ARCHITECTURE

SOCIAL HISTORY

Period of Significance
1916-1954

Significant Dates
1916_______

Significant Persons
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 
N/A____________________

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Unknown: probably Thomas Spackman

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.

]See continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 8

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

n preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested 

D previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National

Register
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
dl recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 
# __________________ 
D recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

Kl State Historic Preservation Office
D Other State agency
D Federal agency
D Local government
D University
D Other Name of repository:

See continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 9
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Narrative Statement of Significance

The Plant Auto Company Building, built 1916, is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under 
Criterion A and Criterion C. The building is significant under Criterion A for its association with the early 
twentieth-century development of Richmond, and is the only historic building associated with the early 
automobile industry in the city. The owner Henry Thomas Plant, Jr., not only operated the city's first 
automobile repair shop, but was a respected member of the community, serving in a number of important 
positions, including mayor and city councilman. The property is eligible within the Historic and Architectural 
Resources of Richmond, Utah, 1859-1954 Multiple Property Documentation. The associated historic context is 
the Dairy and Agriculture, and the Early Twentieth-Century Community Development Period, 1904-1954. 
Under Criterion C the property is architecturally significant as a very good example of a Victorian-era one-part 
commercial block/service-bay business designed for the emerging automobile service industry in Richmond. 
The Plant Auto Company Building is in good condition and contributes to the historic resources of Richmond, 
Utah.

History of the Richmond:

The community of Richmond was established in 1859 more than a decade after the arrival of members of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS or Mormon Church) to the Salt Lake Valley in 1847, and 
about the same time as other settlements in the Cache Valley. Richmond was settled the same year as Logan 
fourteen miles to the south. Prior to that time, Native American Shoshone used the valley for hunting and 
camping. Fur trappers were also frequent visitors to the area. In 1859, seventeen families of Mormon converts 
built a fort and spent the winter on the banks of the City Creek. After an influx of new settlers beginning in the 
spring of 1860, the land was planted and roads were built. Irrigation ditches were dug to obtain water from the 
Cherry and City Creeks. A second fort large enough for ninety families was built in 1860-1861 along present- 
day Main Street from 200 West to 300 East.

The town site was surveyed in 1861 into ten-acre blocks of eight 1.25-acre lots. Farm acreage was surveyed to 
the west of the town. Additional blocks were surveyed and annexed in the 1891. The plan of Richmond 
followed the "plat of Zion" recommendations espoused by LDS Church leader Brigham Young and appearing 
in town site variations throughout the Intermountain West. Like other Mormon settlers, the citizens of 
Richmond built their houses congregated within the town site and worked on farms in the outlying areas. Each 
lot usually had a single-family dwelling uniformly set back from the street. Animal shelters and agricultural 
storage, along with vegetable gardens and orchards, were built at the rear of the large lots. The main road into 
town originally ran along the route currently followed by State Street.

The residents moved quickly beyond subsistence farming. The valley proved especially conducive to the 
raising of dairy cattle. The settlement had the first two creameries in the valley, as well as a number of
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sawmills, gristmills, and other early industries. Richmond was incorporated as a city on February 26, 1868. In 
1874, the Utah & Northern Railway (later the Oregon Short Line) came to Richmond and became the last stop 
on the line before crossing the Idaho border. In 1890, the community had a population of 1,232. By 1900, the 
town boasted two general merchandise stores, a drug store, multiple creameries and mills, two saloons and a 
plow-bobsled factory. The community also had a number carpenters, painters, masons, a brick kiln and an 
architect.

In the half century between 1904 and 1954, the city of Richmond experienced a population plateau and a stable 
economy based on agriculture and the dairy industry. In 1903, construction started on a condensed milk plant 
near the railroad at approximately 515 W. Main Street. The factory processed its first can of milk on March 15, 
1904. According to the census, the population of Richmond peaked in 1910 at 1,562, six years after the milk 
processing plant went into operation. In many ways, the city became more urbanized during the early part of 
the twentieth century. Between 1900 and 1920, most of the commercial blocks along Main Street between 100 
West and State Street were built giving the rural town an urban streetscape. The 1910 census also marks the 
peak of a building boom between 1900 and 1920. According to Amos Bair, Richmond was the first city in the 
valley to have many urban amenities such as culinary water, an efficient sewer system, and oiled roads. 1 
Sometime before 1890, the main highway into town was moved from State Street to the county road, which was 
known as 200 West within the Richmond town site, sometime before the 1890s. Between 1914 and 1947, the 
Utah-Idaho interurban railroad, an electric passenger line, ran between Ogden and Preston, Idaho with a depot 
built at the corner of Main Street and 200 West. After the paving of the county road in the 1920s, it became 
known as State Road or State Highway 91. The Plant Auto Company Building was constructed on the highway 
just south of the intersection of Main Street and 200 West.

History of the Plant Auto Company Building:

The deed to Lots 6 and 7 of Richmond's Block 20 changed hands several times before it was obtained by Henry 
T. Plant in 1916. The property was originally deeded to Beason Lewis in 1875, and had six owners before 
being purchased by Thomas Spackman in 1915. In March 1916, Thomas Spackman took out a $1,000 
mortgage on the portions of Lots 6 and 7, he had acquired from farmers William A. and Lucinda Bair. A year 
later, Henry T. Plant, Jr., purchased the property for $3,800. The increased price may indicate the construction 
of the building. Henry Plant and his wife Edith took out additional mortgages on the property in 1916 and 
1918. The Plant Auto Company was in business and listed in the 1920 Utah gazetteer for Richmond.

Thomas Spackman was born in Lewiston, Utah, on April 28, 1892. He was single when he purchased the 
property and married Aldean Burnham in 1917. Aldean Burnham was the daughter of a local builder, James 
Lewis Burnham, but it is not known whether Thomas Spackman, perhaps with the help of his future father-in-

1 Amos W. Bair, History of Richmond, Utah,. (Published by the Richmond Bicentennial Committee and the Richmond City 
Council, 1976), 36.
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law, was the builder. After his marriage, the couple moved to Mt. Pleasant, Utah, where the family raised hay 
and sugar beets, and Thomas worked in the local sugar factory. He died on July 4, 1986.

Henry Thomas Plant, Jr., was born in Richmond on November 1889, the son of Henry Thomas Plant and 
Violate Whitehead. Henry, Jr., graduated from Utah State University in 1911, where he was a prominent 
athlete. He coached athletics at North Cache High School in Richmond. He married Edith Louisea Webb on 
June 12, 1912. They had two sons, Ross and Otto. The Plant Auto Company was established in 1916. Henry T. 
Plant, Jr., owned and operated the business for thirty-six years. The company's main business appears to be the 
maintenance and repair of automobiles. The 1920 census lists Henry Plant as a merchant who owned a service 
station, and the 1930 census lists him as owning a garage and auto business. The 1930 gazetteer lists Henry 
Plant as simply "mechanic," but a lease agreement with the Shell Oil Company in 1931-1932 suggests gasoline 
may have been sold on the premises. The Plant Company appears frequently in the minutes of Richmond City 
Council meetings under the lists of payments for services rendered. The Plant Company appears to have been 
the only automobile-related business in Richmond in the first half of the twentieth century. It is clear that the 
business benefited from its location on the state highway rather than in the city's commercial business district 
two blocks to the east. The business appears to have closed its doors in the 1960s after a Texaco station was 
built across the street.

A short biography of Henry T. Plant, Jr., lists the following civic accomplishments: "Henry T. Plant, Jr., had 
served as City Recorder for two years, was a Councilman from 1934 to 1939 and served as Mayor for three 
terms, 1940-1945."2 During his time on the council, he served as head of the roads and bridges committee. He 
was also a charter member of the Richmond Lions Club and a life member of the Ogden Elks Lodge. The 
family also did some farming. Around 1952, Henry Plant retired and his son, Ross Plant managed the family 
business. Edith Webb Plant died on April 18, 1967. Henry Thomas Plant, Jr., died on April 2, 1969. Ross 
Henry Plant was born on March 25, 1914 in Richmond. Besides managing a successful family business, Ross 
Plant had many accomplishments. He received a business degree from Utah State University and was an 
auditor for the Utah State Tax Commission. Ross Plant was a veteran of World War II. Like his father, he 
served on the Richmond City Council and was Mayor between 1954 and 1966. He also served three terms in 
the Utah House of Representatives. At the time of his death on October 17, 1974, he was serving on the State 
Road Commission.

In February 1974, Ross and his wife, Favelle, sold the property to Veldon and Glenda Bair. The property has 
remained in the Bair family since that time, passing to Stephen and Marlene Bair in 1983 and to the current 
owners Dee and Marlene Bair in 1987. Dee Bair currently uses the building for automobile restoration and 
storage.

2 Ibid, 269.
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Architecture:

One-part commercial blocks, like the Plant Auto Company Building, are still found in many rural business 
districts in Utah. Like the more common two-part blocks, the one-part storefronts often included large plate- 
glass windows and display cases, but without a second story had no residential or office component. The Plant 
Auto Company Building is typical in mass and type of the one-part commercial blocks, but is a relatively rare 
adaptation of the type for use in the emerging automobile industry of the early twentieth century. The large 
windows on the north and south elevations have typical Victorian elements, but are unusually large and similar 
to the multi-pane or "daylight factory" windows found in warehouses and mills of the period. The fa9ade of the 
Plant building is also in the Victorian commercial-style, but with a large service bay door on the north side. 
Within a decade, service bay business would become common with a distinctly modern style (flat planes, little 
ornamentation and bow-string truss roof lines). The Plant building represents a transition between pre- 
automobile Victorian commercial buildings and a post-automobile service bay building types. The building is 
especially significant for its rare intact interior, which has been only slightly modified since the original 
construction. Despite a few modifications to the storefront, the Plant Auto Company Building retains good 
historic integrity, and contributes to the historic resources of Richmond, Utah.
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Plant Auto Company Building
Name of Property

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property 0.52 acres

Richmond, Cache County, Utah 
City, County and State

UTM References
(Place additional boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

1 1/2 
Zone

3_L 
Zone

4/3/2/5/0/0 4/6/4/1/2/6/0
Easting Northing

/ / / / / I I I I I I
Easting Northing

2_/_ I I I I I I I I I
Zone Easting Northing

4_/_ I I I I I I I I I
Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property.)
BEG 8 RDS 13 FT S OF NE COR LT 6 BLK 20 PLAT A RICHMOND CITY SVY & TH S 154.5 FT TO PT 30 FT N OF SE
COR OF LT 7 SD BLK TH W 55 FT TH S 30 FT TH W 77 FT TH N 11 RDS 3.5 FT TO PT W OF BEG THE E 8 RDS TO
BEG.

Property Tax No. 09 - 057 - 0007

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected.)
The boundaries are those historically and currently associated with the property.

rjSee continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 10
11, Form Prepared By • •'.".;":. -:;;"'<.',',".'•'"'>" :. : '•:.••. • ; '.. ",.;.'. -.;••''•• ''' • "• •' -,

name/title Korral Broschinsky, Preservation Documentation Resource______________________

organization prepared for the Richmond Historic Preservation Commission 

street & number P.O. Box 58766______________________ 

city or town Salt Lake City_____________________________

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

date July 15, 2004

telephone (801)581-1497 

state UT zip code 84158

Continuation Sheets
Maps A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 
Photographs: Representative black and white photographs of the property. 
Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

property Owner ;'' :: '..•"''••.•;;••",;'.;/ ',.: •'.,:' '"'*..'•'' ' ; '.'"'": ' ''•"•"•': •"-': : '^'-' \". ' ; "v. .•."'/•''• V.;;': !; ' ,•'/'''•: '' : :''' : 
name/title Dee Bair

street & number 566 South State Street
city or town Richmond

telephone (435) 258-2906 

state UT zip code 84333

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 etseq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Common Label Information:

1. Plant Auto Company Building. House
2. 38 South 200 West, Richmond, Cache County, Utah
3. Photographer: Korral Broschinsky
4. Date: Summer 2003
5. Negatives on file at Utah SHPO.

Archival: 
Photo No. 1
6. East elevation of building. Camera facing west.

Photo No. 2
6. East and north elevations of building. Camera facing southwest.

Supplemental: 
Photo No. 3
6. South and west elevations of building with outbuilding and view of site. Camera facing north.

Photo No. 4
6. Interior, office with built-in shelving. Camera facing southwest.

Photo No. 5
6. Interior, service bay. Camera facing west.
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