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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instTucfTSnsHfW^ow to Complete the National 
Register of Historic Places registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering the 
information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural 
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative 
items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property_________________________________________________

historic name First Presbyterian Church Cemetery__________________________________ 

other names/site number KN.1245____________________________________________

2. Location

street & number Adjacent to 620 State Street 

city or town Knoxville____________ 

state Tennessee

N/A

code TN county Knox code 093

D not for publication 

N/A D vicinity 

zip code 37902

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this El nomination 
D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set for in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
El meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
D national^ C statewide E^ locally. XSee continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title

Deputy State Historic Present
/Date '

rion Officer, Tennessee Historical Commission
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. (D See Continuation sheet for 
additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
hereby certify that the property is: 

'rf] entered in the National Register. 
•* D See continuation sheet 
D determined eligible for the

National Register.
D See continuation sheet 

D determined not eligible for the
National Register 

D removed from the National
Register.

D other, (explain:) _______

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



First Presbyterian Church Cemetery
Name of Property

Knox County, TN
County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

G3 private
D public-local
D public-State

D public-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

D building(s)
D district
IE1 site

D structure

D object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in count)

Contributing Noncontributing

buildings
1 sites

structures
objects

1 0 Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

Hist & Arch Resources of Knoxville & Knox Co., TN

Number of Contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register

0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

FUNERARY: cemetery

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

FUNERARY: cemetery

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions) 

N/A

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation N/A_____ 
walls N/A

roof N/A
other STONE, METAL

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



First Presbyterian Church Cemetery
Name of Property

KnoxCo.,TN
County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.)

^ A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history.

D B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past.

^ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity who's components lack 
individual distinction.

D D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all boxes that apply.) 

Property is:
D A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes.

D B removed from its original location.

D C moved from its original location.

^ D a cemetery.

D E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

D F a commemorative property

D G less than 50 year of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions) 

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
SETTLEMENT

Period of Significance
Ca. 1795-1857

Significant Dates
N/A

Significant Person
(complete if Criterion B is marked) 

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
N/A

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
Previous documentation on file (NPS): N/A
D preliminary determination of individual listing (36

CFR 67) has been requested 
D previously listed in the National Register 
D Previously determined eligible by the National

Register
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# __________
D recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record #

Primary location of additional data:
E<] State Historic Preservation Office
D Other State Agency
D Federal Agency
^ Local Government
D University
D Other
Name of repository:
Knoxville-Knox Co. Metropolitan Planning Commission



First Presbyterian Church Cemetery
Name of Property

KnoxCo.,TN
County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property .92 acres

UTM References
(place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

Knoxville, TN 147NW

17
Zone

236580
Easting

3983240
Northing Zone Easting Northing

I I See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Jane Gaither, Intern & Ann K. Bennett, Senior Planner

organization Knoxville-Knox County Metropolitan Planning Commission date May 1994_____ 

street & number 403 City County Building 400 Main Street______ telephone 423-521-2500 

city or town Knoxville______________________ state TN____ zip code 37902

Additional Documentation
submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 Or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO) or FPO for any additional items

Property Owner______________________________________________
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name First Presbyterian Church, c/o F. H. Pittenger__________________________

street & number 620 State Street

city or town Knoxville state TN

telephone 423-546-2531 

__ zip code 37902

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listing. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 etseq.)

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P. O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20303.
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First Presbyterian Church Cemetery 
Section number 7 Page 1 Knox County, TN

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

On the corner of State Street and Clinch Avenue in downtown Knoxville, adjacent to First Presbyterian Church, is 
the cemetery associated with the church and established when the town was founded. The First Presbyterian 
Church Cemetery is designed in the typical church graveyard fashion with graves placed close together in narrow 
rows stretching the entire width of the graveyard. The current fencing is wrought iron and rests on a low stone 
wall. The fencing is approximately three feet high.

The cemetery, comprised of one acre of land, is fronted by State Street and is bordered by Clinch Street. It is 
located adjacent to the First Presbyterian Church. Although the oldest tombstone inscription bears the death date 
of 1800, deaths had occurred in Knoxville after its settlement in 1786 and the cemetery is known to have been a 
burying ground as early as 1795 when the surrounding land was subdivided into plots for their eventual sale.

The terrain of the cemetery slopes to the east, where First Creek, the original eastern boundary of Knoxville, is 
located. The original view to the east was across First Creek to an area of wilderness when First Presbyterian 
Church Cemetery was established. The tombstones types and designs reflect the age of the cemetery. They are 
primarily upright rectangular stone slabs, with minimal engraving, covered with lichens and moss. Many of the 
tombstones cannot be read because of the deterioration and exposure to which they have been subject. There are 
a few slate markers without any sign of inscription. The graves are not ordered in any fashion and family graves 
are not necessarily grouped together. The exception to the order of the graves placements occurs with the burial 
of many of the prominent residents close to the church, as was the tradition of the time. Many large trees occupy 
the site.

By 1852, approximately sixty years after its founding, the graveyard reached its capacity. Compounding the 
problem of a full cemetery was the desire of the First Presbyterian Church to expand its facilities. The church 
could not expand unless the building encroached onto the graveyard. The solution to the problem of church 
expansion resulted in the graves of General James White and Colonel John Williams being interred in the walls of 
the church. Access to these graves for those wishing to visit them was made possible through a door in the church 
basement which led to the wall with a constructed panel on the north side of the church. This panel was engraved 
with the names of those buried within the walls.

In 1857 a Knoxville City Ordinance prohibited further interments in the First Presbyterian Church Cemetery. The 
cemetery's over crowed conditions led to complaints about its contribution to unsanitary conditions in the city. 
Around the same time Gray Cemetery (also known as Old Gray), located about two miles from the center of 
Knoxville, was established. There were a few interments in the First Presbyterian Church Cemetery after 1857.

The appearance of the cemetery was changed slightly after the Civil War when fencing was put in place to protect 
the cemetery and to repair the damage that occurred during the war years. The current metal fence was probably 
not the one installed then, but its stone base appears to have remained the same. Other changes occurred in 
1924, when changes occurred to the First Presbyterian Church Building, including enlarging the building. Some 
graves were relocated to other areas of the cemetery or moved to other cemeteries at that time. The exact 
number of graves moved at that time is not known. Overall, however, the changes to First Presbyterian Church 
Cemetery have been few, so that the First Presbyterian Church Cemetery is fairly much frozen in the pre-Civil War 
era.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

First Presbyterian Church Cemetery is being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places under criterion 
A for its significance in early settlement history in Knoxville, and under criterion C for its representation of early 
cemetery landscape. First Presbyterian Church Cemetery is an excellent example of the form followed by 
Colonial burying grounds, located in churchyards with graves arranged in rows and without system except for 
placing the most prominent graves nearest the church. Fencing was located around the perimeter of these 
cemeteries, and landscape was non-existent or consisted only of naturally occurring trees or bushes. First 
Presbyterian Church Cemetery was affected by emphasis on rural cemeteries which occurred on a national level, 
and was the subject of public health concerns, as they developed nationally, and was superseded by Gray 
Cemetery (known as Old Gray) which was developed as a garden cemetery exemplifying those national trends.

The town of Knoxville, established in 1791, preceded the designation of the area's first graveyard by one year. 
James White, the owner of much of present day downtown Knoxville, set apart one acre of ground near his 
residence so as to provide a burial area for the community. The First Presbyterian Church was later established 
next to the cemetery on its southwest corner and had an active congregation as early as 1793.

In addition to exemplifying the prevailing thought about cemeteries nationally, and reflecting the history of early 
cemeteries, First Presbyterian Church Cemetery is the site of burial of most of Knoxville's earliest prominent 
settlers. The graveyard at First Presbyterian was considered a significant historic site as early as June 15, 1850, 
when an article appeared in the Knoxville Register stating that

... in walking through the First Presbyterian Churchyard we have mentioned, the visitor will 
be struck with the great number of graves that it contains, and he will see too that there is 
scarcely a family of the town that has not its representative there.

The article continued by citing the historic value of the cemetery where historic figures such as Governor William 
Blount were buried. Other examples of noteworthy early Knoxvillians who are buried here include James White, 
known as the founder of Knoxville. Reverend Samuel Carrick, the first pastor of First Presbyterian Church and 
later president of Blount College is buried in First Presbyterian Church Cemetery. The Honorable Hugh Lawson 
White, known as "the just", is also interred at First Presbyterian Church Cemetery; White was Knoxville's only 
Presidential candidate, and carried Tennessee and Georgia in 1836.

First Presbyterian Church Cemetery, particularly during the Civil War, suffered local manifestations of national 
conflict. The base of the current wrought iron fencing was probably installed after the Civil War as part of a 
cleaning and repair of the cemetery, which had served as a disposal site for trash and as a campsite. The upper 
fencing was probably added around 1924 when the church expanded and moved some of the graves.

First Presbyterian Church Cemetery, despite changes that have occurred over time, retains its prominence and 
unique design characteristics. It continues to remind observers of the time when attitudes toward death and 
cemeteries were different than they are today. It remains an oasis of green and solitude in twentieth century 
Knoxville, creating thoughts of a time when the area surrounding it was residential and the views from it were of 
wilderness and recently settled homesites.

The cemetery meets the requirements for eligibility as set forth in the multiple property form Historic and 
Architectural Resources of Knoxville and Knox County, Tennessee in the context of Cemeteries and Gardens, 
1785-1940.
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First Presbyterian Church Records 

Pittenger, F. H. Personal Interview.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Beginning at the southwest corner of the intersection of Clinch Street and State Street; thence northwesterly 144.8 
feet to a point; thence northeasterly 145.4 feet to a point; thence southeasterly along the First Presbyterian Church 
wall approximately 94 feet thence southwesterly 60 feet along the First Presbyterian Church wall, thence 
southeasterly 58 feet along the church wall to a point at the right of way of State Street; thence southwesterly 92 
feet to the point of beginning, located on CLT Map. No. 95, lot D-6, Knox County Records.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The land included in this nomination encompasses the boundaries of the First Presbyterian Church Cemetery, 
exclusive of the church.
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PHOTOGRAPHS

First Presbyterian Church Cemetery
620 State Street
Knox County, Tennessee
Tennessee Historical Commission
Ann K. Bennett
August 1, 1994

East side of State Street, facing northwest
#1

August 1, 1994
Facing north on east side of State Street
#2
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1131-1142 
1*20-1*20 
1*16-1(17 
1776-1837 
17*9-163* 
1778-1633 
1792-182* 
1773-1821 
1776- 
1775-1*3*
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SCALD

MARCH 1938 ORIGINAL J.C. THOMAS KNOX COUNTY S'JPVEYnR
OCTOBER 1989 TRACED F.H. PITTENGER MtMBER
MAY 1991 CDMPUTERIZED M.E. STAPEL MACHINE KINFTICS CHRP.

For additional Information, se«i 
KNOXVILLE'S FIRST GRAVEYARD

Tombstone Inscriptions 
in the First Presbyterian Church Cemetery

1800-1679 
Copyright, East Tennessee Historical Society, 196S
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67
68 
69
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75 
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77
78
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(0
(1 
(2 
83
84 
85
86 
87 
8( 
89 
90 
91

92
93 
94 
95
96 
97

96 
99 

100 
101 
102 
103 
104 
105 
106 
107 
108
109
110
111

WHITE. Sophia Moody 1
HELKER. Sophia White 1
WHITE. Rebecckah 1
WHITE. Hugh Lawaon 1
WHITE. Melinda 1
WHITE, Charle. A. C. 1 
WHITE. Jame. Park 1
CRAIGHEAD. Temperance 1
CRAIGHEAD. John 1
WHITE. John Jamen Ramney 1

McArrRY. Patrick C. 1
MCAFFRY, Ter.nce I

Me A F FRY. William P. 1
1 WALLACE. Major (arkley N. 1
t WALLACE. Martha Jane 1
> HAZEN. Jo.eph S. 1
L STRONG, Jane 1

STRONG, Dr. Joaeph C. 1
V STRONG. Catherine 1

CARRICK, Rev. Samuel CZR 1
1 CARRICK, Mary w. 1

BLOUNT, wllll.e 1
> BLOUNT, Mary 1
1 HARVEY. Annie 1 
1 HI ATT. Blount 1

% THATCHER, Samuel 
) WHITE. I.abella C.

WHITE. Cynthia 
) WHITE. HU L. 1

WHITE. Nancy A. P. 1

WHITE. Lucinda 8. I
1 WHITE. Mary L. 1
) WILLIAMS. Col. John 1
) RAMSEY, Eliza H. C. 1 
) WILLIAMS, Melinda 1

MONTGOMERY, John A. 1 
! CHURCHHELL. Clara J.

MONTGOMERY. William 1
STEELE. JaM. 0. 1 
STEELE. Hilliam P. 1

i DUDLEY, John 1

DUDLEY. Hilliam P. 1
i STEELE, Uilll.m

7 HERDLE. William L.
1 HERDLE. William T.

L'LRULE. Dr. T.
> BOSWORTH. Fliza

BOSWORTH. Julia Mart.
} BOSWORTH. Jo.eph M.

BOSWORTH, Sarah E. 
BOSWORTH. Hllli.m H. 1
BOSWORTH, John 8. 1

BOSWORTH. S.r.h Holcomb
BOSKORTH. Myr. E. 
STRONG. John C. 
STRONG. Jane
STRONG, William K.

ROBINSON, Ellen A.
BR:EN. Mr., su.ann.
COWAN. J.me.
RAMSEY. Margaret
HUMES. ThOM.
CAMPBELL. Patrick 
HcCLILLAN. Hilliam
WALKER, Elizabeth 
SHAN, Sarah T.
SHAN. MO.e. M.
SHAN, ThOM. MCC. 
WHITE. Hugh Law.on 
CARRICK, Andrew C.
UNKNOWN
CHURCHHELL. Rebecca E. 
CHAMPE. A. K. 
CHAMPE. Ann A.
CHAMPE. George Herdle 
NOOE, Emily B. 
CRAIG, Rebecca
McML'LLAN, Chri.ten
McMULLEN, Mary Ann 
MCML'LLAN, Catherine
BOOTH. Edwin E. 
HOHELL, Eliza J.ne 
HOHELL, Hyra
KENNEDY, Sar.h 
KENNEDY, John M.. M.D. 
KENNEDY. H.rri.tt Park 
UNKNOWN 
PARK, Mrs. J.ne C. 
PARK. William 
ANDREWS, I...C 
SALMAN, John H.
SALMAN. Sarah E.
BLACKHELL. Mr.. Ann
BLACXHELL. H. A. 
LAWRENCE, Charle. Edwin 
BROWN. Ann 
MCCORKACK. John 
PARK. Robert AiKen 
PARK. Margaret Naomi 
ARMSTRONG, France. Naoml 
PARK. Mary J.ne 
ARMSTRONG. J.me. Trooper 
NELSON. Rev. Thoma. N. 
NELSON. Nary Jane 
WALLACE. Loui.a Jacob. 
HOFFETT. Maria L. 
McMILLAN. Mary 
McMILLAN, Andrew
UNKNOWN 
UNKNOWN
t'NKNOHV
HOPE. John
CNKXOUN

1 2 I'NKMin

4 KENnwr. Sarah
5 LEA. arm. Maria
6 STEmNSOM, Mary
7 BAKEB. Abmer
( CO*. Entity Holt
9 cox. Lewie 
0 KENBSSY. William Lav I.

21 KENM3T. Elizabeth O.
22 ANOSBSON. E. Jo.eph.ine
23 ANDEBSO*. George M.

25 ARMSTRONG. Amelia H.
26 ARMBTTROIW, Drury •. 

ARMSTRONG). Elizabeth
27 PARfft*. J.lla Ann
2( ARTVCR. Hllli.m, Jr.
29 WILLIAMS. Robert
30 UNRBM
31 WILLIAMS. Mr.. Polly
32 MeCL=!R*. dr.. Margaret
33 TRIOS. Hilliam K., N.D. 

TRIO6. John Ji
34 KI*C. J*h* Ten
35 KOR«J>Y, Eliza Ann
36 Mtn*AT. Mary
37 BOT». Benjamin S.
31 BOY». Cynthia K. 
39 BOTD. Maria stephen.on

BOYQ. John 
BOT9. I.abella stephen«on 

40 BELL.. Jame.
•ELL. Nancy S. 

41 sTEmENSON. Margaret
42 STEPW3SOH, JaM.
43 BCOTEY. John J.
44 WILSON. Margery
45 CLAM, Rev. Luclu. r.
46 GAir»lB, Jame.
47 FORSTTR. John 
46 FOSTTt. Rev. Stephen
49 MORKM. Hll'Uam 

MORROW, I.abella Mebane
SO MOHOM, Dr. Jame.
51 THOMAS. Albert C. 
52 CAUWCN. Margaret Elizabeth
53 WRISHT. Lydia 

HEM1CK. Henry
54 MALdrt. ThOM. L.
54S HEARON. Ella.

56 CARSON. Dr. John H.
57 CRCZIt». John
58 CRCZIER. Capt. John
59 CROZIER. Blanch
60 CROZIER, Hannah
61 CRCZIER, Jame.
62 DA'.'GXERTY. Jane 
63 TABLTt. Nancy Jane Havely
64 WALTHALL. Thoma. J.

65 SCCTT. Bet.ey M.
66 -ic.vTOSH. Marjory

7 PAXSHALL. Jane A. 
6 HEISCELL. Jo.eph Brown 
9 HA11IS. Harriett je.ephine
0 ROBERTS. Jame. R. 
1 BOT». Jane

BOY*. H. P.
72 ROBERTS. A. J. 
73 RODCERS. Nr.. Rebecca
74 SCOTT. John N.
75 CAM. William

CARS. Margaret 
76 HCMZS. Archibald
77 FORMHALT. John, Jr. 
76 McIVTOSH. Donald. M.D. 
79 HAMIS. George
79<l CAKTBELL. Margaret 
80 CAKPVELL. Wa.hlngton L. 
81 CRCSS.. Wllli.m 
82 HCCIAHAHAN. Donald C. 
83 STEtlE. Hilliam Payton 
83k WHITE. Col. Andrew 
83t C.J.W. (or G.J.W.?)
84 M.L.W. 
85 WILLIAMS. JaM. H; 
86 SWAB. Polly L. H.
87 NctNTOSH. Sarah Ann
88 HCMIS. leah 
69 BRCM. Mary (ml. .ing)
90 WEB». John 
91 HEISKELL. Peggy A. B. 
92 TRICK. Guy Smyth
93 CAMPBELL. Anne 
94 MCCLANAHAN. Samuel E. 
95 AWTSONY. John D. 
96 CAMPVELL, Jane. 
97 PRTOR. William T. 
98 CRCS*. Andrew J. 
99 ACKLIN. Chrl.topher 
00 SCCTT. Eliza Jane
01 SCOTT. JaM.. Jr.
02 SCOTT, Jane
03 SCOTT. JaM. 
04 ALEXANDER. Samuel H. 
05 ALEXANDER, Elizabeth M. 

>06 ALEXANDER. Eliza J. 
!07 ALEXANDER. Margaret Ann Whi 
!08 CAMPBELL. Mr.. J.ne (mi a. in 
t09 HCMCS. ThOM. S. 
10 HUMXS. Sarah E. 
11 MORGAN. Eliza P. 
12 BEABDEM. Sarah E. 
13 MORGAN, Calvin R. 

!14 MCCLCNO. Rachel K. T.
!15 HeCLONG, JaM. Hhlte 
!16 CAMPBELL. Col. Robert 
!17 CAMPSELL. Mr.. Rebecca 
18 CAMPBELL. JaM. H. 
19 CAMPBELL. Jean Glaaco 
20 AMmda aervant J- N. Helke

The.e are the men and women who. with other, of 1U. type, »»«*•* 
the Chri.tlan religion in the wild, of Ten.eeM« and who by tn« 
grace of God, through faith in Our savior, laid the foundation 
and guided the early program of Knoicvliie and had a »««• •"* 
important part in the buildln, of o.r State an« our Nation. *"•** 

will be honored and their work, will continue a. lona a. tin

e.erve a. much data a. poeaible for posterity

C® *
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