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Erected in 1909, the Boone County Courthouse is a two-storey structure of brick
construction. Contractors for the building were A. M. Byrnes and C. H. McCauley.
Architect Charles L. Thompson of Little Rock designed the courthouse. Thompson
is credited with designing many large, impressive structures throughout Arkansas.
His style usually centered around classic designs.

Rectangular in plan, the Boone County Courthouse represents the Georgian Revival
style of architecture. Two chimneys rise from the ridge line of the high hip
roof. A dentiled cornice extends around the entire building. Horizontal brick
bands also mark the frieze line. Another unifying feature, of the Boone County
Courthouse are bands of cast stone which extend around the building at both the
first and second stcrey lines. Four horizontal bands of brick surround the
building at the basement level.

(??)Windows are grouped in pairs with lugsills and lintels of cast stone. The windows
" are double-hung, multi-lite. First-storey windows are marked by simple lugsills
and tcpped by bricked arches with keystones. Second-storey windows are topped by
flat arches with alternating radiating voussoirs. Small double-hung, multi-lite
windows are located at the basement level.

The hip roof is marked by a center gable on the facade and the identical south ele-
vation. On both the north and the south elevations the projecting center bay is
marked by four evenly spaced pilasters with cast stone capitals and bases. A
dentiled pediment marks the gable. Located in the gable end of the pediment is a
decorative circular window with leaded glass. The entry features wooden doukle
doors with beveled glass panes and a square decorative transom. The doors are

framed by cast stone and topped by a segmental-arch pediment supported by scroll
brackets.

The east and west elevations are marked by a center pfojections containing:first—
flcor double doors and a double window at the second-storey level. The double
doors have multi-lite square transom. The entry is framed by cast stone topped

by an entablature supported by scroll brackets. A dentiled pediment extends above
the roof line.

The interior is dominated by bisecting central halls on the first floor. The
octagonal-shaped point of bisection features arched openings flanked by Doric
pilasters and columns. Colorful patterned ceramic tile floors with marble
baseboards are a notable feature of the interior. Marble dog-leg stairs with
decorative iron railings are located at the ends of the hall running east to west.

Alterations include adaptation of office space for modern usage. Recently an
interior restoration has been started, including refinishing the oak wcodwork to
its criginal condition and thorough cleaning of the ceramic tile floors.

This architecturally interesting structure, designed by one of Arkansas' leading
architects, is a good example of Georgian Revival style. In excellent condition,
the Boone County Courthouse rests on its original site in the center of scenic
Harrison.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The largest number of architecturally significant public buildings in Arkansas are
the courthouses scattered over the state's seventy-five counties. A structural
symbol of American government, the county courthouse serves as the center of local
political activity. Often the largest and most costly building in the county, the
courthouse is almost always a source of pride to the citizens who financed and
make use of its facilities.

Boone County was created April 9, 1869, from territory taken from Carroll and
Madison Counties. In many ways, Boone County is one of the most interesting and
beautiful of the Ozark counties. Its hills are well covered with timber and the
river valleys are broad.

After the formation of Boone County in 1869, Bellefonte served as the temporary
county seat. In August and September of 1873, a crisis arose between citizens of
Bellefonte and Harrison over the location of a permanent county seat. The feeling
between the two towns was so bitter that it came close to bloodshed. Harrison

was chosen as the new county seat by a slim margin of eighteen votes. The citizens
of Harrison began a campaign to secure a railroad. Convinced of the financial
possibilities of the area in minerals, the Missouri and North Arkansas Railway
built tracks across the county. The citizens of Harrison met demands of the

railroad and gave right-of-way and paid $50,000 to secure the railroad through the
town. :

The strong community pride continued, and in 1909 it was decided to build a new
county courthouse to replace the 1873 frame structure. Arkansas' most prominent
architect, Charles L. Thompson, was hired to design the building. The Boone County
Courthouse is a two-storey brick structure. Rectangular in plan, the Boone County
Courthouse represents the Georgian Revival style of architecture. A dentiled
cornice extends around the entire building. Bands of brick extend around the
courthouse at the frieze line. Cast-stone bands mark the first and second storey
lines while four brick bands extend around the building at the basement level.
Center gables project from the hip roof on the facade and identical south elevation.
Windows in the building utilize decorative lintels.

The interior of the Boone County Courthouse is exceptionally noteworthy. Bisecting
central halls dominate the first floor. Located at the point these halls bisect
is a octagonal shaped area. Arched openings in the area are flanked by oak pilasters

and columns. Ceramic tile floors with marble baseboards are another outstanding
feature of the interior.
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Resting on the courthouse square, the Boone County Courthouse is one of the
most architecturally impressive courthouses in the state. As the center of

government in Boone County, the building is historically significant in the
area of politics and government.
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Tomlinson, Clifford D. (Boone County Judge) Personal interview at the Boone County
Courthouse, Harrison, Arkansas, January 30, 1976.

Works Project Administration. Boone County, c. 1940, Archives, Arkansas History
Commission.
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Hon. John L. McClellan State Historic Preservation Officer
Hon. Dale Bumpers Ms. Anne Rartley

Hon., John P, Hammerschmidt Acting Director
Regional Director, Southwest Department of Natural and
Region Cultural Heritage
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300 West Markham

Little Rock, Arkansas 72201
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Brick, 2 stories, rectn@gular, hipped roof with gabled sections; slightly project{n@
front center 3-bay pedimented section with center entrance, 2-story pilasters, and

classica[ trim; flat-arched 2nd-story windows, rectangular lst-story windows set
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