FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no,

RLVSSACHUSETTSHISTORICAL COMMISSION C 115
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston
1 1 Town Taunton
Address Pleasant St»

Name Taunton Public Library
Present use Library
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number _
Present owner City
3. Description:
Date 1903
Source  Date Plaque
Style Beaux-Arts
4, Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect Albert R, Rosa
in relation to nearest cross sti'eets and _ _ _
other buildings. Indicate north. . Exterior wall fabric Limestone
Outbuildings (describe) None

Other features See Attached. ~»

Alteredsrick rear Add. Date 1979 (n/c)
Moved No Date

5. Lot sizee WAEE>-3"Pt"K/- 5, eLOOC' N - 1Of-T
Ore acre or less X  Over one aoe
Approximate frontage 161»63

Approximate distance of building from street

6. Recorded by T.W.
Organization T.C.H.S.
Date 5/11/79

(over) UTM: 19/326250/4640950

30iM-5-7/



7.

0.

10.

Original owner (if known)

_ Library
Original use
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates

Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural ? Exploration/ Science/

The Arts oo settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

The Taunton Public Library isa "J building i ntheBeaux-Arts/
Heoal aSsi oal idioia that expresses aninportant and opti m stic phase
of early 2oth century conmmunity devel opreint. - >

Constructed of Indiana |imestone in 1903* thelibrary was gener-
ously endowed wi th an AndrewCannegis grant of $70*000. As well
as housing the Li brar%/' scollection, it served as a comunity
cultural center b}/ offering lecture series, special events, and
performances for Tauntonresidents.

Description: The structure adheres t oa T-shaped plan, fornedby
a large, projecti nﬁ central bay that incorporates a round-arched
openin?;, 1nto which i s set aformal entrance with eared surround,
broken pedinent and cartouche. The facade i s further articulated
by engaged, Scanozzi col umms and pilasters, d|V|d|n? the central

Pawllon into bays. These support a conplex entablature. Fenes-

ration throughout the building varies, using rectangular, and

round-arched wndov/s with avariety of nolded surrounds. Anewe
(1979) addition to the library i s appended to the rear.

Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

Hack & Son, The Book of Taunton, 1907
Engi neering Record, Vol. k.7,#190, February 14, 1903



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Connnurity: For mN\b:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCAMSSICN Taunton 115

Office of the Secretary, Boston
Property Nane: Taunton Public Litcary

Indicate each itemoninventory formvdiidi i sbeing continued bel ow.

9. Historical Significance (continued) -

The Taunton Public Library possesses integrity of location,
design, setting, materials, workmanship and association. | t meets
criteria A and C of t heNational Register ofHistoric Piaces as
an important local example of t heBeaux Arts style which reflects
a local response toa national trend of educational reform and t he
creation of "free libraries" I ntheearly 20th century.

Staple t olnventory form at bottom



NPS Form 10-900-a

«M2)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet

Nanme
State

Item number

OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

Page 7

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Taunton Multiple Resource Area
Bristol County, MASSACHEETTS

Noni nat i on/ Type of Revi ew

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

School Street School

Staples, Sylvanus N, HouseEntered i n th«

St one House

Sweet, Al bert, House

Taunt on Al ms House

Taunton Public Library

Thomas, H P., House

Ti sdal e- Mor se House

Union Congregational Church n

Union Mission Chapel-
Historical Hall

Entered I n tk« K
National Register eeper

Attest

National Register
Attest

Entered In tli«
Hat | onal Begi ster j f "etper

Entered fn tHo Attest
Katloiial Rtigieli

NTteeper

Bn+.jrOi in tlia Attest
Jatioiiftj!. Btogistdr

1*1? eeper

Entered In the Attest

National Regisi. ~"iteeReser

Entered in the Attest
National Register

eeper

Ent_ered In th_e Attest

national Begister ANUK Aper

Attest

ifAMeeper

ii:,lcored in T P
National Begist Attest
lintor*a la tlw 'j'""Meeper

JatlOBftl Beglster
Attest

Dat e/ Si gnat ure .

M ickpaper  Mp/SN<rFAt-AySpt. M

.O/ACAAUA.'AA,AA.A

olljLtrA,...x-Ay.A

/

M/

ik/h)



WASO Form e« 177
("R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Taunton PubUc Library (Taunton MRA)
Bristol County
MASSACHUSETTS

. resubmission

. nomination by person or local government
CH owner objection

. appeal

Substantive Review: CU sample e request

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for:

Eirftorea I n the

Working No.. MY 2
Fed. Reg. Date:

Date Due
Action:

National Register

Federal Agency:

CD appeal

.technical corrections cited below

.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership
Public Acquisition

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? ® yes

7. Description

Condition
excellent | | deteriorated
good CU ruins

o fair CU unexposed

Status
Accessible

no

Check one
unaltered
altered

Describe the present and original (if Icnown) physical appearance

CH summary paragraph ;

CU completeness

CU clarity , s N

CU alterations/integrity A . T N J..
| |dates

CU boundary selection

GInIIsV -

—"CEPT
.RETUR
.REJEC

CD NR decision

Recom./Criteria.

Reviewer
Discipline
Date

see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one

original site
moved

N.
T-

date.

7

ie: 7]

rA-zZiVv'
iIrA



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CU summary paragraph .

CH completeness , \' YAH N SEAEER )
CH clarity A T
CH applicable criteria v A

CU justification of areas checked K;
CH relating significance to the resource o
CU context -In-,-«
CU relationship of integrity to significance

CU justification of exception

CH other

9. Major Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title

13. Other

CU Maps
CU Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date

<M I'Sfc: i -Oe'

Phone:.

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet









TANTON MLLTI PLE -ESOWRE
NOM NATI ON

FORMNO. 115

TAUNTON PUBLI C LI BRARY

SCALE: 1" = 40

MAPNO. WD 3, Pg. 5, Lot 25

ACREAGE JiMiHanffne®



Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000297



