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Dcscrib-s the present and orioErts! (if known) physi 

The Greek r^evivcl style [icKay House faces south on White Straet in a residen.-ial section of 
East Boston. It is a two-story plus attic, three by five bay detached frame dwelling. It has 
a shingled, ridged roof v.'ith the gable end fronting on the street 1n a manne:' typical cf this 
style. The gable has a full entablature with the bcld^ wide profile also typical of Gieek 
Revival desi.gn. 

On the front facade a central entrance porch with two posts supports a second story balcony (of 
later date) with a plain balustrade. This projects around a center window flanked by side­
lights. TIvs lateral windows flanking the entrance on the f i r s t floor are wider than those 
directly stove tiieni wnich are of slightly more elongated prc.-^ortions. A parr of wind.ows is 
located in the gable end. All windows on the front and cn tha east elevation are 2 over 2 
:-cuplc-hiinG sash as are most of the other windows on the house. Koulded wirccv; enframsmar.zs 
arc- all the same cn the original portion of the house. The rr.culding pattern is repeated ir. z'.e 
enframement for the center entrance door. Two vertical members, each resemtling a piUster, 
cr2 capped by a pronounced Untel showing its design derivation from the frieze and cornice c-
Greek temnles. The enframement design may have been taken from one of the builder's hcndbcoks 
av.ailable 1n 1844. 

-rchitecturnl hanc'book may have been the source fc;* '"hs flat-rocfed porch '--ich McK; .' dz-tzz 
::iong the vest sici .:f his house. Thirteen columns, alleoecly in nonor of c Lhlrteer co:̂ -
r.-ies. support an entablature composed of a fasciated architrave, a plain frieze and a i 'ojcc;-
ing, nioulded cornice. The columns are square with a recessed panel in each olane. The- jieckirg 
of the capital is embellished with a rosette, presumably in all four planes aUhough ti .:sa are 
now only Dartially visible. An echinus of an egg-and-dart motif serves as a transitioril 
element between the necking and a plain abacus, moulded at the top, on which rests the i-;-cr:i-
trave. The porch has at somie time been closed in and windows have been inserted between the 
coTum.ns. • .*:.̂  

Ut 6 later date than the house Itself is the two-story Italiar.ate bay with centilated cornice 
.lat roof which has been added on the west side of the house beyond tne Greek Revi' al 
h. Also of a later date are the two dormer windows in each roof plane and a small additicn 

i t the back of the house. There are tv̂ o chimneys in each original roof plane and one c n ti c 
^.jy. The original clapboarding has been covered with asphalt shingling of contrasting colors. 

The house is centrally located within the larger portion of the L-shaped lot. The front lawn 
slopes down to end in a moderately high granite retaining wall which is built into the angle cf 
Eaqie Hi'̂ 1 'at the front and on both sides. Two openings have been cut in the wall. One, 
framed at sidewalk level by two granite posts with tapered tops, leads up in steps to the 
center entrance. From the second, eight steps lead up to a walkv/ay which then angles to the 
front entrance. A carefully clipped hedge frames the front lawn end the central, stepped 
walkway. ' Other snrubbery, as well as large trees to the side'̂ and the back of the pt^operty, 
gracefully acccmm,cdate the McKay House to its setting. A two-story, wood frame barn of nine­
teenth century origin, possibly from McKay's tenure, is located on the smaller portion of ihe 
lot. abutting Brooks Street. . . 
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7. Descript ion I j o n a l d M<^Kav Hnii.c^ft, 7rt—AO '^-h-it.A f^h. Tr.a..-h. R^^-^.r.,. 

Condition Checic one Checii one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site 

X good ruins X altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if icnown) physical appearance 

The Greek Revival style McKay House faces south on White Street in a residential section of 
East Boston, I t is a two-story plus attic, three by five bay detached frame dwelling. It has 
a shingled, ridged roof with the gable end fronting on the street in a manner typical of this 
style. The gable has a full entablature with the bold, wide profile also typical of Greek 
Revival design. 

On the front facade a central entrance porch with two posts supports a second story balcony (of 
later date) with a plain balustrade. This projects around a center window flanked by side­
lights. The lateral windows flanking the entrance on the first floor are wider than those 
directly above them which are of slightly more elongated proportions. A pair of windows is 
located in the gable end. All windows on the front and on the east elevation are 2 over 2 
double-hung sash as are most of the other windows on the house. Moulded window enframements 
are all the same on the original portion of the house. The moulding pattern is repeated in the 
enframement for the center entrance door. Two vertical members, each resembling a pilaster, 
are capped by a pronounced lintel showing its design derivation from the frieze and cornice of 
Greek temples. The enframement design may have been taken from one of the builder's handbooks 
available in 1844. 

An architectural handbook may have been the source for the flat-roofed porch which McKay added 
along the west side of his house. Thirteen columns, allegedly in honor of the thirteen colo­
nies, support an entablature composed of a fasciated architrave, a plain frieze and a project­
ing, moulded cornice. The columns are square with a recessed panel in each plane. The necking 
of the capital Is embellished with a rosette, presumably in all four planes although these are 
now only partially visible. An echinus of an egg-and-dart motif serves as a transitional 
element between the necking and a plain abacus, moulded at the top, on which rests the archi­
trave. The porch has at some time been closed in and windows have been inserted between the 
columns. • • • -i , > . r.. 

Of a later date than the house Itself is the two-story Italianate bay with dentilated cornice 
and flat roof which has been added on the west side of the house beyond the Greek Revival 
porch. Also of a later date are the two dormer windows in each roof plane and a small addition 
at the back of the house. There are two chimneys in each original roof plane and one on the 
bay. The original clapboarding has been covered with asphalt shingling of contrasting colors. 

The house Is centrally located within the larger portion of the L-shaped lot. The front lawn 
slopes down to end in a moderately high granite retaining wall which is built into the angle of 
Eagle Hill at the front and on both sides. Two openings have been cut in the wall. One, 
framed at sidewalk level by two granite posts with tapered tops, leads up In steps to the 
center entrance. From the second, eight steps lead up to a walkway which then angles to the 
front entrance. A carefully clipped hedge frames the front lawn and the central, stepped 
walkway. Other shrubbery, as well as large trees to the side and the back of the property, 
gracefully accommodate the McKay House to its setting. A two-story, wood frame barn of nine­
teenth century origin, possibly from McKay's tenure, is located on the smaller portion of the 
lot, abutting Brooks Street. 
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Verba l boundary desc r ip t ion and jus t i f i ca t ion 

Please refer to the attached map. 
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Boston Landmarks Commission name/title Candace Jenkins, Registrat ion Director 

organization Massachusetts H is tor ica l Commission date March 1981 
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12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
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The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

..national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

Executive Director  
title Massachusetts Historical Coimnission 
nP!FFR?iraCSBr8Wy~ 

3I 11^1^2^ 

I hereby certify that this prop^y is included in the National Register 
li' J Entered In tim 

National Eegfgter 
of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 

G P O 9 38 6 35 







6. S igni f icance » . : .;.vs>., 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
Applicable cr i ter ia 
Justif ication of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9. Major Bibl iographical Re fe rences 

10. Oeographica l Data 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. S ta te Histor ic Preservat ion Officer Cert i f icat ion 

13 . Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed . Date Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any itam may be continued on an attached sheet 

















1^3 01 1382 

MASS. HIST. 

16 Hickory Lane 
Darien, Connecticut 06820 

January 22, 1982 

Re: Rea-Proctor Homestead 
Ms. Wendy Frontlero Danvers, Essex County, 
Preservation Planner Massachusetts 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

Dear Ms. Frontlero, 

This l e t t e r confirms that I am presently an owner, as tenant-in-common, 
of the Rea-Proctor Homestead and 1.43 acres of land, more or less, 
situated at 180 Conant Street, Danvers, Essex County, Massachusetts. 
I consent to the application for l i s t i n g and nomination of t h i s property 
to the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

Sincerely, A 

/ John A. Sawyer 

cc; 
Elizabeth J. Harris 
16641 Marquez Terrace 
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272 



DANVERS ARCHIVAL CENTER 
/->• P>,li/C'> i\r<<t 

DANVERS, MASS 01923 

T O W N A R C H I V I S T 

February 12, 1982 * 

RECEIVED 
Ms. Pat r i c i a L. Weslowski 

State Historic Preservation Officer FEB 1 7 1982 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission ; 
294 Washington Street . ,.. — 

Boston. MA 02108 ' ^ -MASS. HlSi; COMM. 

Dear Pat: 

Danvers Town Manager, Wayne Marquis, has requested me to reply to you con­
cerning the nomination for the Rea-Proctor Household at 180 Conant Street to the 
National Register. 

The town i s very pleased to lend i t s support to the nomination for t h i s h i s t o r i c 
property. Last year the Archival Center with the aid of the Danvers H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission surveyed some 300 town structures including t h i s b u i l d i n g (Danvers 
form-321), and determined that i t merited National Register consideration. 

The owners of the property have u t i l i z e d our resources at the Archival 
Center, and 1 am of the opinion that the property merits r e g i s t r a t i o n under the 
c r i t e r i a for evaluation. Please l e t us know i f we can be of further aid i n 
t h i s regard. 

Richard B. Trask 
Town Archivist 

RT:dmg 

cc. Wayne Marquis 




