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fair N unexposed ol --i-

Dcscrib-s the present and orioErts! (if known) physi

The Geek rhevivel style [ickay House faces south on Wiite Straet in aresiden.-ial section of

East Boston. Itis atwo-.stor?; plus attic, three by five bay detached frane dwelling. It has

a shingled, ridged roof v.'ith the gable end fronting on the street 1n a nane' typical cf this

E&tey!e'l (;rhe gable has afull entablature with the bcld® wde profile also typical of G eek
vival desi.gn.

@ the front facade a central entrance ﬁprch with two posts supports a second storJl bal cony ( of
|ater date) with aplain balustrade. This projects around a center wndow flanked by side-
lights. Tvs lateral wndows flanking the entrance on the first floor are wder than those
directly stove tiieni wiich are of slightly nore elongated prc.-"ortions. Awparr of wndos is
located inthe gable end. All wndows onthe front and cntha east elevation are 2 over 2
:-cupl c-hiinG sash as are nost of the other wndows on the house. Koul ded wrccy; enfransnar.zs
ac all the sane cnthe original portion of the house. The rr.culding pattern is repeated ir. zZ.e
enfranenent for the center entrance door. Two vertical nenters, each resentlinga piUster,
cr2 capped by a pronounced Untel showng its design derivation fromthe frieze and cornice c-
Geelk| tbflennlle%s. 1807 enfranenent design nay have been taken from one of the builder's hcndbcoks
av.ailable :

~-rchitecturnl hanc'book nay have been the source fc;* '/s flat-rocfed porch '--ich MK ' dzizz
::iong the vest sici .:f his house. Thirteen columms, alleoecly innonor of c Lhirteer co:”-
r.-ies. support an entabl ature conposed of a fasciated architrave, aplain frieze and ai'ojcc;-
ing, nioulded cornice. The columms are square with a recessed panel ineach olane. Te jieckirg
of the capital is enbellished with arosette, presunably inall four planes alhoughti ..sa are
now onl y art|all¥] visible. An echinus of an egg-and-dart notif serves as a transitioril
el enent between the necking and a plain abacus, noul ded at the top, onwhich rests the i-;-cri-
tr%ve. The porch has at some tine been closed i n and w ndows have been inserted bet\/\f/e\nthe
ooTumIrs, .

u 6 later date than the house Itself isthe two-story Italiar.ate bay with centilated cornice
lat roof which has been added on the west side of the house beyond tne Geek Revi' al
~h Aso of alater date are the twodorner wndows ineach roof plane and a small additicn

it the back of the house. There are tvo chimmeys in each original roof plane and onecn tic
Njy. Theoriginal clapboarding has been covered with asphalt shingling of contrasting colors.

The house is centrally locatedwithin the larger portion of the L-shaped [ot. The front [am
slopes down to end i n anoderately high granite retaining wall which isbuilt into the angle cf
Eagie H'M'at the front and on both sides. Tw openings have been cut inthe wall. Qe

franed at sidewalk |evel by twogranite posts with tapered tops, leads upin steps to the
center entrance. FHomthe second, eight steps lead up to a wakv/ay which then angles to the
front entrance. A-carefully clipped e franes the front lawn end the central, stepped

wal kway. ' Qher snrubbery, as well as largetrees to the side'”and the back of the pt”operty,
graceful |y acccnmedete the MKay House to I'ts setting. Atwo-story, wod frane barn of nine-
teenth century origin, possiblyfromMKay's tenure, is located onthe snaller portion of ihe
lot. abutting Brooks Street. : :
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narne-'title Candace Jenkins, Registration Director Boston Landmarks Commission
organization Massachusetts Historical Commiission date i™“&rch 1981
street & number 294 Washington Street "o telephox,e(617) 727-8470 " -
city or town Boston state Massachusetts

ste K[starie Preser¥stiGri.

The evaluated sign|j'icance of this property \»'ithin the state is: -

A”national state local

Asthe designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1965 (Public Law 8£-
C55), | hereby nomiriate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation .Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

Executive Director I
titte Massachusetts Historical Commission date  3jINNA
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Condition Checic one Checii one
excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site

X good ruins X altered moved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (f icnown) physical appearance

The Geek Revival style Mkay House faces south on Wite Street ina residential sectionof

East Boston, It |satwo.-stor¥ plus attic, three by five bay detached frane dwellmP. It has

a shingled, ridged roof with the gable end fronung on the street ina nanner typical of this

%y!eﬂ (1j‘ne.gab|e has a ful| entablature with the bold, wde profile also typical of Geek
vival desi gn.

@ the front facade a central entrance porch with two posts supports a second st ordy bal cony (of
|ater date) with a plain bal ustrade. I's projects around a center wndow flanked by si de-
lights. The lateral wndows flanking the entrance on the first floor are wder than those
directly above themwhich are of slightly nore el ongated proRortmns. A pair of wndowsi s
located inthe gable end. All wndows on the front ‘and on the east elevation are 2 over 2
doubl e-hung sash as are nost of the other wndows on the house. Mul ded w ndowenf r anenent s
are all the sane on the original portion of the house. The noul ding FEattern | s repeated inthe
enfranenent for the center entrance door. Tw vertical nenters, each resenbling a pilaster,
are capped by a pronounced |intel showng its design derivation fromthe frieze and cornice of
Geer blenpl, es.1844 enfranenent design nay have been taken fromone of the builder's handbooks
available in :

A architectural handbook nay have been the source for the flat-roofed porch which MKay added
along the west side of his house. Thirteen columms, allegedly in honor of the thirteencol o-
ni es, suPport an entabl ature conposed of a fasciated archrtrave, a plain frieze and a project-
ing, noul ded cornice. The colunms are square with a recessed panel in each plane. The necking
of the capital |s enbellished with a rosette, presunably inall four planes although these are
now only partlall¥] visible. A echinus of an egg-and-dart notif serves as a transitional

el enent ~ between the necking and a plain abacus, noul ded at the top, on which rests the archi-
tr?ve. The porch has at sone tine been closed i nand wndows have been inserted between the
col unms. o oo . N

G a later date than the house Itself isthe two-story Italianate bay with dentilated cornice
ad flat roof which has been added on the west side of the house beyond the Geek Revival
porch. Aso of alater date are the two dorner wndows ineach rootf plane and a small addition
at the back of the house. There are two chi rmegs ineach original roof plane axd one on the
bay. The original clapboarding has been covered with asphalt shingling of contrasting colors.

The house I's centrally locatedwthin the larger portion of the L-shaped lot. The front laan
sIoFes dow toend inanoderately high granite retaining wall which 1sbuilt into the angle of
Eagle Hll at the front and on both sides. TW)_OﬁenlngS have been cut inthe wall. Qe
framed at sidewalk level by tw granite posts with tapered tops, leads up In steps tothe
center entrance. FHomthe second, eight steps |ead up to a wal kway which then angles to the
front entrance. A carefully cli |ped ?1edgeframes the front law and the central, stepped

val knay. Qher shrubbery, as well as largetreesto the side and the back of theproperty,
graceful |y acconmodat e the MKkay House to its setting. A two-story, wod frane barn of nine-
teenth century origin, possiblyfromMkay' s tenure, islocatedon the smaller portion of the
lot, abutting Brooks Street.
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Pl ease refer totheattached nap.

List all states andcounties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state k1A code county code
state code county code
11. Form Prepared By

by Judith McUonfiuUn
namettitle Candace Jenkins, Registration Director Bost on Landnar ks CGonm ssi on

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date March 19

street & number 294 Washington Street telephone (617

city or town Boston state M

12. State Historic Preservation Offic

The evaluated sigmiificance of this property within the stateis:

. A n.hational state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer forthe National Historic Preservation A
665), | hereby nominate this property forinclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has
according tothe criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

Executive Director
tite Massachusetts Historical Coimnisson 3| 11/\1/\2/\
NP!IFFR?iraCSBraVWy~
| hereby certify that this propy isincluded inthe National Register
" J Entered In tim

National Eegfgter
of the National Register
Attest: date
Chief of Registration

GPO 938 6 35
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13 01 1382 16 Hickory Lane

Darien, Connecticut 06820

MASS. HIST. January 22, 1982

Re: Rea-Proctor Honestead

M. Véndy Frontlero Danvers, Essex County,
Preservation Planner Massachusetts

Massachusetts Historical Conmi ssion
294 Washington Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

Dear Ms. Frontlero,

This letter confirmsthat | am presently an owner, as tenant-in-common,
of the Rea-Proctor Honestead and 1.43 acres of land, nore or |ess,
situated at 180 Conant Street, Danvers, Essex County, Massachusetts.

| consent to the application for listing and nom nation of this property
to the National Register of Historic Places.

Sincerely, A

I John A Sawyer

cC; .

El1zabeth J. Harris

16641 Marquez Terrace
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272



DANVERS ARCHIVAL CENTER

[->+ P> i/C> ir<<t
DANVERS, MASS 01923

TOWN ARCHIVIST

February 12, 1982 *

T RECEIVED

State Historic Preservation Officer FEB 1 71982
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion ;

294 Washi ngton Street . oo —
Bogon. MA (02108 ' N MASS HISI; COMM.

Dear Pat :

Danvers Town Manager, VMyne Marquis, hasrequested ne t oreply t oyoucon-
cerning thenomnation for theRea-Proctor Household at 180 Conant Street to the

National Register.

The town i svery pleased t olend itssupport tothenomnation for this historic
property. Last year theArchival Center with theaid of theDanvers Historical
Commi ssi on surveyed sone 300 town structures including this building (Danvers
form321), anddetermned that i t merited National Register consideration.

The owners of theproperty have utilized our resources at theArchival

Center, and 1 amof theopinion that theproperty merits registration under t he
criteria for evaluation. Please |let us knowi f we can be of further aid i n

this regard.

Richard B. Trask
Town Archivi st

RT: dng

cc. Vdyne Marquis






