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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ({f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

bay, céanfe‘rv—enﬁmr quv*‘mrp tm wh:mh are 10311@(1 qpvm“aﬂ anpenda'{es ;md
wings. ™ From an entrance ‘nﬂ access is possible to three major adjoining
rooms end a hallway, <The 1'hr\°z=—c:@o+1oned oak stairway mrovides communicatic
to the second floor from the entry hall,* The house is stacked yoom-on-room
throughout, including the basement, which once served as servants' quarters.

’&

“The house was executed in a (“oth‘m Revival vocabularv, writh particnlar
attention to the qual ity of detailing. TRe w:{’ﬂn, laid in common bond
brick with flush joints iwere intended to receive naint, The door and
vrindow jambs are splaved, the entrance doors have arched heads, and the
vater table is beveled. ¥The windows are framed by cast-iron sille and hood

mouldines, and glazed with French ov'hﬁdar class. Sheathed in slate shingles,

[

the roof is trimmed with tin putters, ri , and valleys.-. Tnterior
details include nlaster mouldings, wlbsﬁ 1o t?i;@s, and other ceiling ornamen-

tation. «

% Construction details include stone foundation walls faced rrith hrick,
and brick interior walls throushout the structure. The structural members
are of pine, with mine and oak surface paneling The house is equipped witly
speaking tubes, servants' bells, andan alamm system.=The central heating
system was installed when the house was constructed, and the original ras

lighting fixtures remain.s
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Tn 1855, Nr, Allen Voorhees leglev sifmed articles of agreement with
Tho 3 anr} -Tameé M. Dwmn Raltimore architects, to draw nlans for his
mansion in New Castle. Durn ng the same period when Rhenish castles were
appearing on the banks of the Hudson River, Dr, lesley applied the
impressions gleaned from his extensive travels to the plans for his om
home.

Dr. lesley presented the Nixens with detailed specifications for the
finishing work on the house. The builder was Aupustin Van Kirk of Salem,
Nevws LTQT!_‘.,,@'_\] . e e

A native of Philadelphia, Dr. Lesley was born on Vine Street in June
of 1822. The son and grandson of cabinetmakers, he deviated from the
family trade to take a medical degree ;:a’t the University of Pennoylvania,
Dr. Ieﬂev S mnufaﬂon as a sureeon was well-known: at an early date,
he amﬂlpd microscopy and techniques o*’ anesthesia to the treatment of
disease.

The leslev connection with Delaware apparently sprines from the
purchase of a farm near Delaware City by Allen lesley's father, the
secretarv-treasurer of tho Chesapeake and Delaware Canal nmrwanv M,
Pennsylvania, but moved to I\;eu Castle after his marriase in 184k, As a
state senator and speaker of the senate, Dr. Ieslev held Democratic
rro-slavery views,

Between Dr, Teslev's death in 1881, and 1903, the house remained
in the hands of a succession caretakers. Seldon S. Deemer, a New Castle
steel manufacturer, punchased the house in 1903, He restored +the house
and added new plantings to the sarden already full of foreign shrubs that
had heen bmucrn*- to New Castle and succe«sqﬁﬂ]v domesticated. However,
Neemer sold much of the acreage surrounding the mansion. John (‘am\bp'!] wh
bought the property in 1930 for a fraction of the price Deemer had paid,
continued the sale of the land. The house itself deteriorated, acquiring
the name "Campbell's Folly." Tn recent years the house has again been
restored to accomodate both living quarters and the office of a weekly
newsnaper,

Tesley llved on the farm for a time after graduating from the University of
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Iniversity of Delaware, Nelawvare Collection.

"Meemer Mansion" Typeserint.

Papers in the nossession of Mrs. Major N, Travers, Jr.

Biograrhical and Genealogical History of the State of Delaware. Chambersburg,
Permsvlvania: T.M, Rimk & Companv, 1899,

Fekman, Jeamette, ed. New Castle on the Delaware. New Castle: The New
Castle Historical Somietv, 1950,
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NAME AND TITLE:

Vincent Rogers and Rosemary Trov
ORGANIZATION i i

Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs

DATE

7/10/72

STREET AND NUMBER:

Hall of Records

STATE CODE

CITY OR TOWN:

Delavare.

ONAL: REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Histofic Preservation

5 o >

4)3/03

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

The recommended

forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:

-

State [7] L.ocal

A

National

Date

Name

ATTEST:

Dr. F. Berkeley Tomrkins
Title _ ivector., Div. of Historical
and Cultural Affaiys
Date d-a4-12
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