
FORM B - BUILDING 

MASS.i.CHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington Street , Boston, MA 02108 

Area Form no. 

A 10 

Approx, acreage 18.543 s q . f t . 

I o n Setting Faces .south on glnpp nf 
./ s 

Organization Reading H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission 

Date N o v ^ g y | g g p i 9 8 0 

h i l l ; o r i g i n a l l y on Main Street^ 

fac ing vrest. 

Date ^ A c ^ 
(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

Although i t has been moved, th i s Federal, f ive-bay, two and one-half 
story house nov; faces south in the t r a d i t i o n a l manner. The f ine door 
enframement has more Federal high-style elements than most surviving 
examples; tapered p i l a s t e r s support a wide entablature. An e l l i p t i c a l lou­
vered fanl ight i n s tarburst pattern surmounts the s ix-panel door. 
The s ide l ights are ha l f - l ength . The low slope of the roof i s an i n ­
terest ing Federal feature. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners, played in local or state history 
V and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

b u i l d i n g o f t h i s house i l l u s t r a t e s the t r a d i t i o n a l form o f Reading to\m 
development. Ihe s t r e t c h o f F r a n k l i n S t ree t between Main and H a v e r h i l l 
S t ree t s was since c . l765 the s i t e o f two Batchelder homesteads. As 
younger sons needed houses o f t h e i r own, they b u i l t on f a m i l y land i n 
the "modern" s t y l e , but w i t h conservat ive d e t a i l i n g . This house was 
b u i l t by George Batchelder , who grew up a t 71 F r a n k l i n S t ree t V7hich 
h i s b ro ther i n h e r i t e d . / 

The house stood,Until 1947, f a c i n g Main St ree t on the east s ide . I t was •• 
moved to accommodate a gas s t a t i o n . I t s barn and shop stood across the 
Main S t r ee t . The relocation of this property did not affect i t s in tegr i ty . 

On George•••s p roper ty on west side of Main Street used to stand a sassafras ' 
t r e e . Thought to be the biggest east o f the M i s s i s s i p p i , i t stood f i f t v -
e igh t f e e t high and v;as protec ted by Mr. Batchelder against the school 
boys of the Main St ree t School, v/ho found the bark easy to remove. The 

t ree v;as tal-:en dovm in 1961 a f t e r being s t ruck by l i g h t n i n g . 

( 

C 

BIBLIOGR.APHY and/or REFERENCES ' • 

1830 map yes Gilson, Trees of Reading, Mass, rio. 2 
1854 map Geo. Batchelder (George) 
1875 map G.O. Batchelder (George) 

: 1889 map Mrs. Batchelder 
(Note: a l l map references pertai.n to o r i g i n a l s i t e ) 

Tax Records 
Bishop, Roof t rees , Chapter 34 
SPNEA, f i l e of news c l i p p i n g s (Socie ty f o r the Preservat ion o f Nev; 

England A n t i q u i t i e s ) 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHJSETTS HISTORICAL CCFMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Ccmnunity: 

neF.ding 

Form No: 

Property Name: 127-12? ?r?n'-:lin 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. -

T^.is r r o p e r t y i s f ^ . i - n i f i c a n t (1) f o r i t s connection w i t h the l o c a l l y 
i r . - o r t p n t Batchelder f p r n i l y ; snd (2) as an e::a."rle o f h i ^ h - s t y l e Federal 
a r ch i t ec tu re i n P.epding. I t r e t a in s i n t e g r i t y o f design, s e t t i n g , mat­
e r i a l s , v;ork~anship, and f e e e l i n g , and r.eet.s C r i t e r i a A, E, snd C o f the 
' "a t ional Peg is te r . 

Staple to Inventory form at bottoa 



NPS Fonii OMB No. 1024-0018 
(M2) Exp-10-31-84 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service ^ ^ ^ s me only 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

received 

date entered 

Continuation sheet Item number Page -^f 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Reading Mul t i p l e Resource Area 
State MASSACmJSETTS ~~ ~ ~ 

Nomination/Type of Review J)etermiaecL^ligi?!j^/^^°" ' '*" ' '^ 

11. P ra t t , Joseph L . , House ^ '^s 'faii t tTa HQ^JQ^ 'I^JK eeper ^ i > t - - ^ A ^ I h h ^ ^ Z /T: f5 

DOE/OWNER OBJECTION 
Attest 

12. Bancroft, Joseph, House Entored I n the -^''Tveeper 
National Begtater 

Attest 

13. Bancroft , Samuel, House .n- j r . ! 'A.̂  -'^ V ^ e p e r ( Q C ^ ^ n - ^ - ^ y ^ ^ ^ ^ i - . - ^ 

Attest 

National Register ' 
Attest 

15. Bassett, Edwin, House t*Keeper (y>d^A'-<-'^--'-/SycA^ 
ITa-tlonfid Eeg-lster 

Attest 

Entered I n the J ^ e p e r ^9 )UJ*^^* - -^AiTyc^ 
National ReglBter ° 

Attest 

Attest 

18. Batchelder House , /<^eeper Q f ^ V ^ ^ ^ y ^ ^ > / V / / 

Attest 

19. Batchelder, Nathaniel , House i - , ^Ea J ^ e p e v ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ - w ^ t ^ ^ ^ 

. - i c u . A Bc^Bts r ^^^^^^ 

20. Battell House Entered in the Hieepev /A<tlA..^. . A^,^ . ^y//9 As^ 
national Heglstej; c/^ 

Attest 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Batchelder, George, House (Reading MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

CU resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
CU owner objection 
CU appeal 

CU sample CU request 

JUN 4 1984 Working No. 

Fed. Reg. D a t e T ^ ^ 

Date Due: 7 / 7 ~/9 -i-y^ 

. , Action: 
Entered I n the 
ifatlonal Begister 

.trT^CEPT'. 
RETURN. 
REJECT. 

7 f - i " / 

Federal Agency: 

Substantive Review: CU appeal CU NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes CU no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CU good 

CUfair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CU summary paragraph 
CU completeness 
CU clarity 
CU alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
CU boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CU summary paragraph 
CU completeness 
CU clarity 
CU applicable criteria 
CU justification of areas checked 
CU relating significance to the resource 
CU context 
CU relationship of integrity to significance 
CU justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CU Maps 
CU Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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#A-10 127-129 Franklon St 
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1983 Assessors Map 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290 


