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1. Name 
historic MRIP Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

and/or common Sanie 

2. Location 

street & number 175-299 & 228-274 ^fain Street not for publication 

city, town Webster vicinity of congressional district 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Worcester code 027 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

X district public X occupied agriculture museum 
bulldlng(s) X private unoccupied X- commercial park 
structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Miltiple - see Property Owners List attached to #7. 

street & number 

city, town Webster vicinity of state I ' l a ssachuse t t s 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Worcester County Registry o f Deeds 

street & number 2 I ^ i n Street 

city, town Worcester state Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory o f t i ie H i s t o r i c Assets o f t l ie Coraronwealth 
title nas inis proper property been determined elegible? yes no 

date 1979 federal X_ state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Conmission 

'̂̂ y- EQS£m_ state Massachusetts 



7. Description WEBSTER: Main Street Historic District 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site 

X good ruins _X_ altered moved date 
X fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 
The Main Street Historic District contains sixteen buildings vMch form Webster's largest 
concentration of conmercial blocks. MDSt of them date frcm the late nineteenth and 
early tzwentieth centuries. Boundaries for the district have been selected to incliade 
t±iat section of the town's ccmnercial district Vvhich s t i l l retairis i t s densely b i i i l t , 
row facade. Ihe district is bounded on the north by undeveloped'lots, on the east 
by parking lots cn the sites of former cotnnercial blocks and residences, on the 
south by a residential neighborhood and factory, and on the west by modem, cne-story 
conmercial btiildings built on the former sites of conmercial blocks. Ten buildings 
stand on the north side of iVkin Street \A;hile six are located on the south side. 

Buildings in the district range in height frcm tro to four stories and a l l are built 
out to a uniform line of facades at the sidewalk. Although varied in architectural 
style, a l l buildings except two are built of brick and a l l have brick facades. In 
general, alterations are confined to the street-level store fronts; upper floors are 
largely tjnaltered. Bmldings incltaded in the district are: 

North Side of Main Street 

1. 175 Main Street. Gilles Block, built 1925: a two-story brick building with a facade of 
red tapestry brick and "cast-stone" triirmings with sinplified Beaux Arts Style decorative 
details. 

2. 183 Main Street. Tiffany Block of 1926: a three-story brick block with a facade of 
buff-colored brick, pressed metal trinmings and "cast-stone" trinmings, astylistic. 

3. 201 I ^ i n Street. Cook Block, built 1905, top floor removed ca. 1930, one-story 
addition btii l t 1954, non-contributing alterations to rear (north) of building: originally 
a three-story block, facade of mottled yellow brick with limestone trim; astylistic. 

4. 211-219 Main Street. Eacicot Block, built 1905: a four-story brick block with a facade 
of pressed red brick and dressed limestone; elements of Renaissance Revival style. 

5 225 Main Street. Tiffany Block of 1900, J.P. Kingston of Worcester, architect: a three-
story brick block with a facade of yellow brick, dressed limestone and pressed metal: 
elements of Renaissance Revival style. 

6. 241 Main Street. Tracy Block, btailt 1888, Amos P. Cutting of Worcester, architect: a 
three-story brick block with extensive decorative trinmings of rock-faced granite and 
terracotta; elements of Queen Anne style; non-contributing additions to rear (north) 
elevation of building. 

7. 251 Main Street. Larchar-Branch Block, built 1912-13: a three-story brick block with 
an eclectic facade of tapestnry brick, a wooden comice and decorative ti l e d roof; attached 
to the rear (north) elevation of the Larchar-Branch Block, but standing on a separate 
lot, is the former State Theater (1915) which has been excltaded frcm this nonination due 
to its loss of architectural integrity through deterioration. 

8. 267-283 Main Street. Holden Block, btailt 1921, Funk & Wilcox of Boston, architects: 
a three-story brick block containing an auditorium/dance hall, arcade and stores; facade 
of red brick with "cast-stone" trim; elements of classical revival style; attached to the 
block's rear (north) elevation is a former theater (added ca. 1925) \^4lich has been 
excluded from this nomination due to i t s loss of architectural integrity through f i r e and 
deterioration. 
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9_ 283-289 Main Street. Patenaude Block, ca. 1900-1910: a three-story wood-frame block with 
a facade of yellow brick; astylistic. 

South Side of Main Street 

10. 228-230 Main Street. Colunbia Block, built 1892, Fuller & Delano of Worcester, architects: 
a four-story brick block with rock-faced granite trim and omate terracotta trinmings; 
elements of Renaissance Revival style. 

11. 240-242 Main Street. Unnamed house and block, bioilt ca. 1875, ca. 1900; a two-and-one^ 
half story wood-frame Italianate style house to ̂ nich a two-story brick block has been 
added. 

NOTE: the following buildings were biailt at the same time to similar designs, as single 
development. 

12. 248 Main Street. Dnnamed block, built ca. 1910-20; originally two row structures, built 
of brick three-stories high, facade re-faced with stucco and polished granite in Mademe 
Style (ca. 1940-50). 

13. 256-262 Main Street. Ihriamed block, built ca. 1910-20; two row structures, three stories 
high with facades of gray tapestry brick, "cast-stone" trinmings and pressed metal trim; 
eclectic design. 

14. 268 >fa.in Street. Unnamed block, built ca. 1910-20; a three-story brick block with a facade 
of gray tapestry brick, "cast-stone" and pressed metal trimmings; eclectic design. 

15. 274 Main Stzreet. Hall Block, built ca. 1910-20; a three-story brick block of nearly 
identical design to #268 Main Street. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 _X-architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 
1800-1899 _X~ commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 

X 1900- 1925 communications industry politics/government transportation 
invention other (specify) 

Speci f ic dates 1 8 8 8 - c a . 1925 Bui lder /Arch i tect See d e s c r i p t i o n 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Main Street Historic Dis t r i c t possesses in tegr i ty of design, setting and h is tor ica l 
associations as Webster's coraiercial center during the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. Conmercial development i n the area dates frcm 1888, vAien the Tracy Block 
(#6) was b u i l t to house stores at the f i r s t story and off ices and apartments above. 
Prior to 1888, the area was b u i l t vp primarily with free-standing houses. Development 
during the 1890s was slow, consisting of a two-story additicn to #240 Main Street (#12) 
and the construction of the Columbia Blodc (#11), ^\Mch was planned as a hotel but was 
converted to r e t a i l stores and public halls during construction. VAocVs b u i l t i n the 
early twentieth century were concentrated on the north side of Main Street and were cf 
t±Le same basic plan and scale as the area's pre-1900 blocks. l^.jor ne ;̂ buildings were 
constructed on speculation by real-estate developer Lyman Tif fany (#3&5) and by the 
Racicot Brothers f o r their large dry goods business (jlA). By 1905, the density of new con­
struction had begun to give the area i t s conmercial/row character. Due to the interrela­
tionships of these conmercial structures T\hich demonstrate Webster's t u m of the century 
character, the buildings meet c r i t e r i a A & C of the National Register of Historic Places. 

Following a pause i n construction of approximately seven years, building resijmed i n 1912 
with the construction of the Larchar-Branch Block (#7) and continued steadily u n t i l 1925, 
by which time ffein Street was densely b m l t up. New Bui.ldings of the period included 
owner-occupied row blocks such as the Gilles Block (#1) b u i l t f o r Nicholas Gilles, a grocer, 
and the Dugan Block (#10) b u i l t f o r Lawrence Di.Tgan, a pharmacist, \̂̂ aose store occupied 
the building's f i r s t story. Much larger i n scale was the Holden Block (#8) vhich was 
b u i l t at a cost of $125,000 i n 1921 f o r Michael Holden a former resta-uranteur. Contained 
i n the Holden Block upon i t s completion i n 1921 were trwelve bowling alleys, pool rooms, 
stores, an arcade and a second f loor dance h a l l . Althoiagh most new buildings i n the area 
were devoted entirely to ccranercial lose, the construction of six row buildings on the 
south side of ^fein Street ca. 1910-1920 (#13,14,15 & 16) retumed to the earl ier mixture 
of f i r s t story store fronts and residential apartments above -ufcich was used i n the con­
struction of the Tracy Block. By 1925, the Main Street Historic Dis t r i c t contained a mix­
ture of uses (conmercial, residential , amusement and off ices) \\iiich were characteristic 
of Webster's central business d i s t r i c t u n t i l a f te r World War I I , vtien nearby shopping 
centers drew much of the business from the area. 

Ihe Main Street Historic Dis t r i c t preserves the largest remaining concentration of Webster's 
major ccnmercial bmldings, representing a variety of styles ^dd.ch. were current between 
the 1880s and 1920s. Especially noteworthy are the Tracy and Colunbia Blocks ( # & 11) 
both of TA îch were designed by prominent Worcester architects; both buildings remain 
essentially unaltered above the ground story , and retain omate terracotta t r in i , rock-faced 
granite t r im and or iginal sash. Later blocks, such as the Tiffany and Racicot Blocks 
of 1900-1905 (#5 & 4) retain their or iginal f ine pressed brick, dressed limestone t r im, 
recessed bay windows, and pressed metal t r im. Blocks b u i l t a f te r 1912 are more eclectic 
i n their designs and range from the Spanish Mission/Beaux Arts style of the Larchar-Branch 
Block (#7) to the Classical design of the Holden Block (#8). Characteristic of the area's 
smaller scale conmercial buildings is the Gilles Block (#1), the t r im of TA*iich is extranely 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Leavens, Charles. Notes on the History of WEbster. Webster Public Library (unpublished) 
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10. Geographical Data 
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Verbal boundary description and justification Properties contained wi thin the d i s t r i c t are located  
on the north and south sides of Jfein Street i n Webster, consisting of lots shown on Web­ 
ster Assessors' Map #1, Blocks F. G, & M. Included lots are # 11-16 inclusive on Block F,  
lots #5-9 inclusive on Block G and lots #3-8 inclusive on Block M. The bomdary wa.c; 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state M t / / L ^ code county 

state 

code 

code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
Candace Jenkins, Registration Director  

name/title B.R. P f e i f f e r . Consultant to the Webster Conmunity Development Office 

organization Massachusetts Historical Conmission . date January 1981 

street & number 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470 

city or town Boston state Massachusetts 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is; 

national state - ^ j ^ . local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Off icer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set f o r t h> j the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature l/dL^jxw-. ^l-J^^Mn'-^j^Cx 

title Executive Director, ^fassachusetts Historical Cnnmission date 

For HCRS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

HI 
date r . 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 

G P O 938 B 3 5 
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sinple although apparently derived from Beaux Asrts Classical sources.; Bbt±i the architectur 
ral quality of individual buildings in the Main Street Historic District and the area's 
closely spaced/row facades mark the area as the most well preserved section of Webster's 
central bxisiness district. 
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^STstJee'?' '"' ' " " ^ ^ ^ concentration of conmercial structures on Webster' 
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February ?, 1982 

State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r 
Mass. H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
294 V/ashlngton St. 
Boston, Mass. 02108 

Rei 226-230 Main St., V/ebster, Mass. 
Your l e t t e r dated Dec. 23, 1981 

Dear Ms. Weslowskij 

I n accordance w i t h your l e t t e r of Dec. 23, 1981 enclosed f i n d 
a n o t a r i z e d vote of the Board o f D i r e c t o r s of t h i s Bank i n 
v/hich the Board objects to the l i s t i n g of our property i n the 
N a t i o n a l Register. 

Sincer^y, 

Richard C. Luce 
Treasurer 

E n d . (1) 

RECEIVED 
MAR a 1982 

NATIONAL 
REGISTER 



WHBSTI'R CO-OPF.HATIVR B A N K 

2 1 8 M A I N S T R E E T W E B S T E R . M A S S . 0 IS70 

RECEIVED 
FEB - b 

To Vlhom I t May Concern: MASS. HIST. COMfiL 

At a r e g u l a r meeting of the Board of Directccrs of the Webster 

Co-operative Bank he l d on Thursday, January 28, 1982, a quorum 

being present, i t was unanimously votedi 

That the Treasurer i n f o r m the State H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r , 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission, t h a t t h i s Bank objects to 

l i s t i n g the p r o p e r t y owned by i t a t 226-230 Main S t . , Webster, 

Massachusetts, i n the N a t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places, 

A true copy a t t e s t t 
Cl4rk of the Corp6: r p o r a t i o n 

Viforces t e r , s s . j 
February 2, 1982 

Then appeared the above named Richard C, Luce, 
Clerk of the Corporation, and acknowledged t h i s 
t o be the f r e e act and deed of Webster Co-operative 
Bank. 

Theresa A, Kruzewski' 
Notary P u b l i c . 

THERESA A. KHU^F'JVSKI 

NCr •••r'v '- y .. 'C ... ,̂  ' • 

My commis&io.- c- j . .e- b.pt. 6, 1&86 
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STATE MASSACHUSETTS 

Date Entered APRIL 6, 1982 

Name Location 

Wheatleigh Stockbridge v i c i n i t y 
Berkshire County 

I^Main Street Historic District Webster 
Worcester County 

Notified 

Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
Honorable Paul E. Tsongas 
Honorable S i l v i o 0. Conte 
Honorable Edward P. Boland 

Mid-Atlantic Regional Office, NPS 
North A t l a n t i c Regional Office, NPS 

State His t o r i c Preservation Officer 
Mrs. P a t r i c i a L. Weslowski 
Executive Director, Massachusetts 

H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

For further information, please call the National Register at (202) 272-3504 


