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NATT AW REG STER (R TER A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

St. Mary's Church Conpl ex possesses integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship,
feeling and association. [ tissignificant asWltham s oldest Roman Catholic parish vith
strong connections™tothe city's 19th and 20th century ethnic population. [ tis alsoa
fully developed andveil preserved conmplex with multi-functioned buildings dating from1858
to the 1920s. Thetwool dest—the 1858 Romanesque Revival style church and the 1872 Second
» Enmpire style rectory—are particularly fl mexanples of their respective architectural
styles. 'Theconplex thus nmeets criteria Aand Cof the National Register of Historic Places.

ARHTECTURL SGNHCANE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terns of
other areas wthin the conmunity.

St. Mary's Church Conplex occupies a 4.8 acre site incentral Wltham at the corner of School
Street (S), Lexington Street (E) and Pond Street (N); residential structures formthe bound-
ary onthe west. Tnebuildings are surrounded by a large paved parking | ot with the entrance
on Pond Street. The northeast corner of the parking | ot which has been subdivi ded has been
deleted from the boundaries. Similiarly, the southeast corner which contains the formner

North Jr. High School has been deleted.

St. Mary's Church (A) isared trick structure designed in the early Ronmanesque Revival
style. Constructionbegan i n 1858 and was conpleted i n1872. | n1875-77, the churchwas
enlarged t odouble itscapacity; this cross-axial rear addition was dedicated on 4/8/1877.
Murphy of Providence iscited asthe architect for the $40,000 enlargement, with inprove-
nments by Cowen S Hanrahan. | n1902the church was renovated for $50,000. Theorigial struc-
ture consists of gabled nave with central projecting bell tower which is surmounted by a

*HSTARCAL SAGNHCMWNE Explain historical inportance of area axd howthe area relates to the
A devel opnent of other areas of the conmunity.

St. Mary's Parish wasformed t oserve Walthanmis growing Ronman Catholic popul ation which

was made up largely of Irish immgrants. While there i s mention of an Acadian French ore-
sence in Wl tham before theRevolution, theCatholic Society was not formed until

1835, Wl tham was nade into a parish. A smll wood-frame church was erected onland fornerly
owned by t he Second Society on Church Street. 1 n1839, theresident pastor, theRev. T.
Fitzsi mons was appoi nted; he was followed by t heRev. Mchael Lynch (1840-42), the Rev.
James Strain (1843-44) andt heRev. Patrick Flood (1844-63). ,

Wen the church was destroyed by fire i n1846, the center of the Parish noved to Watertown
until 1858 when Father Flood began the erection the the present St. Mary's Church. Wenhe
died suddenly in 1863, only a portion of the church wasi n use, the rest being unfinished.

He was succeeded by his relative, Rev. Bernard Flood who conpleted the church and, i n 1875,
started toenlarge it. Bernard died i n1876 and was succeeded by the Rev. Tinothy Brosnahan
whose pastoratelasted for 42years. Thechurch was rededicated i nthe present formon

April 8, 1877, with $40,000 having been expended. | n 1879, 17 acres of |and was purchased

to increase the size of Calvary Cemetery, andi n 1880 a church bell was purchased for $1,500.

In 1882-83 a rectory was built adjacent tothechurch toprovide for theenlarged parish. ,

In 1886-88, theconplex was further expanded with construction of St. Joseph's Parochial

School (denolished early 1970s) which provided instruction for 850 students. Teaching f or

the girls was provided by thesisters of Notre Dane de Nanur, andlater for thebovs by the
B B Q3HY and/ or

Hurd, DH History of Mddlesex Countv. Vol. IIll. 1890.

Sullivan, James. S (ne Hundred Years of Progress. The Catholic Church in NE 1895.

WP. L. Collections. Wltham A Book of Wltham Photographs. 1891

St. Mary's Church Publication. "130th Anniversary of the Catholic Church i n \Walthani1935.

Paper in collection of WRP.L. "St. Mary's Church". 8/ H
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Architectural Significance (cont)

buttressed belfry and octagonal spire with pinnacles. Round arched entries arelocated on
the tower and flanking bays. Long roundarched w ndows define the side elevations. The
interior aisles, nave and transcept display barrel, groin andribbed vaults. Stained glass

is said t obe by Sanuel Vst of Boston.

St. Mary's Rectory (B), dating from 1882-83, is one of Walthamis finest exanples of the

Second Empire style. Constructed of brick, i.tconsists @f a 2i story main block, [i story
rear ell, and acconpanying free-standing carriage house (G. The steeply profiled roof re-
tains original slates, and contains dornmers of Eastlake detail on the |ower slope. The sym
metrical three bay facade exhibits a center pavillion with recessed double-leaf entry.
A bracketed cornice runs beneath the roof.

Marv'  Fich (O is ared brick structure designed in the Classical Revival style;
At MAMAL A TM st ories from a high basement t oa stylized parapet with a central panel dated
1922, i tsfacade is organized into a nine bay central section framed bv three haj-projecting
end pavillions. »~ Alarge recessed double-leaf entry is headed by a segmental pedir;ent. Wn-"'

dows contain 12/12sash and ar e headed by splayed lintels.

St. Mary's Religious Education Center (D) is a 1920s red brick Georgian Revival structure

| ocated directly behind the church. It rises three stories from a high basement t o a
stylizea parapet above a cornice. Itsfive bay facade is centered on anentry with fan ard
sidelights headed by an arched hood. |t is framed by brick cuoins. Wndows contain 12/2

sash and ar eheaded by splayed lintels.

Atwostory brick apartment house which appears t odate fromthe late 1930s faces Pond
Street. |t is a sparse Georgian Revival style brick building and does not apnear t ocon-
tribute tothe historic or architectural character of the conplex (E). The nost recent
building cnthe site is a brick garage adjacent t othe carriage house (F).

Historical Significance (cont)

Brothers of Christian Schools in 1891. Wth the arrival of Ihe Brothe.s gt joseph's High
School for Girls and LaSalle High School for Boys was built. | n1594 a center for Frencg
speaking Catholics was built. During the pastorate of the Rev. Janes Baxter (1914-35), £
new high school was constructed and the name was changed t oSt. Mary's. 1 n1925the S“-'c-
mative Fathers established another churchon River Street toserve Italian catholics! In""
1928 ‘a function division of St s was :rected by he establishsent of the parish c
Qur Lady, Comforter of the Afflicted. ‘'Aliil _ Marv's Hi gh School closed in 1973, t he

parish remains a flourishing one which celebrated its 150th anniversary i n 1985"

Boundary Description and Justification

The bouqdaryi S cen_ir.ed totne cnurch contlex and the | ot wnicn i t stands inrecogr.i-
tion of i tsunique role in Wlthams historical devel oDrent Surrcunding comercial and
residential properties ar eexcluded.

Stildl e 9 -nventorv fom at botiom
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subject tothefollowi ng exceptions, exclusions, or anmendnents,
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Date of Action

Arended ltems i n Nom nation:

Section 8: Criteria considerations

Criteria exception A i sapplicable fortheproperty's religious
function.
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Register Director, MASHPQ by telephone.
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