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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The General I s r a e l Putnam House i s located o n 3 -^cres of land i n the town of Danvers. 
I t l i e s on a cloverleaf-shaped parcel of land at the intersection of two highways and a 
connecting ramp. The highways were purposely located i n a way that would preserve the 
house on i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e . j ^ - j - . ' — 

The General I s r a e l Putnam House i s a two-story frame structure. The o r i g i n a l 1648 
portion has a gable roof and an end chimney and forms the rear or north portion of the 
present dwelling. The 1744 addition, which forms the fro n t or south portion of the 
house, has a gambrel roof and center chimney. The center doorway projects s l i g h t l y 
from the fro n t facade to create a vestibule entry. The cJoor has sid e l i g h t s , double 
pilasters on each side, and a molded cornice, above which i s a small balustrade. A 
one-story frame kitchen, added i n the early nineteenth century, adjoins the north side 
of the 1648 structure. I n 1831 the roof of the 1648 saltbox was raised to provide 
two additional rooms on the second f l o o r and a f u l l a t t i c i n the 1648 section. At 
t h i s point the roof became a gable. The house has a stone foundation and complete 
basements except under the west section of the 1744 structure. "" " ' 

The windows of the oldest section have six-over-nine l i g h t s on the f i r s t f l o o r and six-
over-six on the second. I n the 1744 section, the l i g h t s are nine-over-nine except six-
over-nine i n the two a t t i c windows. The two 1831 a t t i c windows are nine-over-six while 
the later kitchen wing has six windows of varying size and shape. 

Occupying about half of the premises and separated from the house by a stone w a l l , 
is a candy manufacturing f i r m . This operation i s housed i n a colonial style building 
which i s the' l a s t of the old clapboard buildings which were part of the Putnam family's 
shoe shops i n the nineteenth century. A small garage i s i n the rear of the property, 
and a picket fence runs along the Maple Street side of the property. On a l l sides, 
the property i s screened from i t s environs by many old plantings, including a t a l l yew 
hedge, l i l a c s , budkthorn, a smoke tree and old grape vines. . 
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preserve the old homestead as a l i v i n g memorial to the l i f e of the great fol k hero. 
General I s r a e l Putnam. 
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P A U L G U Z Z I 

1 A p r i l 1976 

6^ S^ecj^efyiT^ 

Mr. Charles Herrington 
Chief, Registration 
National Register 
National Park Service 
US Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Charles: 

Enclosed please f i n d four nomination forms f o r the following properties; 

1. Danvers: General I s r a e l Pulmam House 

2. Norton: P i t t Clarke House 
3. Rockport: Dovmtown Main Street D i s t r i c t 
4. Salem: Salem Common His t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

These properties have been voted e l i g i b l e by tJie Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission (State Review Board) and have been signed by tiie State Historic 
Preservation O f f i c e r , Elizabeth Reed Amadon. 

Sincerely yours. 

Patri c i a L. Weslowski 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
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