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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED AORIGINAL SITE

Jfcooo _RUINS XALTERED _MOVED DATE.
_FAIR _UNEXPOSED 

———————————DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Post Office and Courthouse in Meridian, Mississippi is a three-story 
limestone building with basement and built-up composition roof. The elevated 
main floor is made accessible by a flight of granite steps with cast iron 
railings. The street facade of first floor is divided into eleven bays 
reading window-window-window-window-door-door-door-window-window-window- 
window. there is a bronze grill over the front doors with ear of corn 
design. The words "Neither Snow Nor Rain Nor Gloom Of Night Shall Stay These 
Couriers" are on ledge above front bays of the building. The base of flagpole 
is marble and there are four lamps across front of building entrance. The 
lamps are glass world globes with two colors of amber; the darker shade is 
used for the continents.

The front foyer has two granite steps which lead into the public lobby. It 
has four gray marble columns; two in the middle which divide steps and one at 
each end against the wall. There is a marble mosaic in the center of the 
foyer floor.

The public lobby has Premier Napoleon Gray marble floors with Georgia Verde 
Antique marble borders. The three original lobby desks are still intact and 
are marble, steel and bronze. All the exposed metal on these desks is bronze 
and the building directory is of cast bronze. All door subjams, sills, heads 
and mull ions are of extruded bronze. The base, risers and borders of the 
stairways are of Georgia Verde Antique marble and the threads and landing 
floors are Premier Napeoleon Gray marble.

The building has terra cotta coping above which is a parapet with design of 
eagle and a steer with ears of corn hanging from his ears. "Legend" has it 
that the corn design in this building should have been in a building in 
Nebraska and this building should have had a magnolia design as magnolia is 
the state flower.

The basement and first floor of the building was extended in the rear and was 
completed in approximately 1963. The structural integrity of the original 
exterior is not affected by the addition.
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SPECIFIC DATES 1931/33 1962/63 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Ralph Sollitt & SOHS COHStr. Co.
_________528 E. Sample. South Bend. Indiana

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE General Contractor
R.J.Krousa & Frank Fort Architects
Meridian, Mississippi - 1931

The Meridian Post Office-Courthouse is an excellent example of Art Deco 
architectural Resign and, while Mississippi has any number of Art Deco 
buildings, it is our opinion that the Post Office is among the finest such 
examples. It is interesting to note that a local architectural firm designed 
the building. Treasury Department staff architect Louis A. Simon was 
Superintendent of Architectural Division.

The extension and remodeling that was accomplished in 1963 under the auspices 
of the General Services Administration was designed by L. L. Brasfield, 
Architect and the General Contractor for this project was B & M Construction 
Company, Meridian.

Ogden L. Mills was Secretary of the Treasury and James A. Parley was Postmaster 
General at the time original building was constructed. James A. Wetmore was 
Acting Supervising Architect.



IMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Meridian Post Office Files
Blue Prints and Specifications for Building
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 1 . 38____________ 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Lots one (1) through sixteen (16) of Block Fifty-seven (57) of and according to 
Ragsdale's Survey of the City of Meridian, County of Lauderdale, and State of 
Mississippi.

The property nominated is indicated by the crossed lines on the accompanying 
U.S.G.S. map entitled Meridian South, Miss. Scale 1:24000.
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YES_JL_ NO___ NONE

_ ___________________________i^r-_._ .____________ ±f^ _________ - - _

_____________________________________Deputy STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER,^___ 
In compliance with Executive Order 11 593, I hereby nominate this property to the National Register, certifying that the State 
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