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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEVENT (if applicable)

The Nenmtaon Catage Hospital acomplex possesses intayrity o location, desgn, setting
(partia), materids workmanghip, feaing and assoaation. It is dgnificant as an unusudly
intact graup o turn-of-the-century hogpital buildings which illugrate the charade d
medica pradtice and hospital desgn during that peiod. The camplex is eypedally
impoartant because mag such period groups in Massachusdts have bean detroyed as
rapidly advanang madica techndogy have pranaed ever large and mare sophidticated
buildings The Nemaon Catage Hospitd acomplex thus medts ariteria A & C o the NRHP.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other areas within the community.

The Neman Hogpital complex aooupies the southeetan corneg o Nenwtan Lowve Falls at
the intersection d Beaoon and Washingaon Sregts The Woodland Gdf Qub islocated to
the northwest aaoross Washingan Stredt, while the Brae Burn Cauntry Ciub isto the
northeest The nomination is confined to a duge o deven amall-scale buildings ot o
which date fram the turn-of-the-century when the presant Nemon\Wadledey Hoxoitd
was knoan as the Nemaon Catege Hogpital. Exduded arethelarge-scale man buildings
which date fram 1927-1981 and face directly anto Washingon Sred. The naminated
buildings cooupy the rear, eetern partion d the hospita prapaty.

(see o, shest)

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of area and how the area relates to the
development of other areas of the community.

Edablished by a goup d public soirited atizens the Nemton\Wadledey Hospitd was
incorparated as the Nenwtan Cattage Hospitdl in 1881, dthaugh it wes five years bdare
the hogpital goaned toitsfirst patient in June d 1886. A nine aore 9te an Washingan
Sred (the faomea Granwille Fuller Eqate), hed bean acquired by the Trudess The firs
two buildings ane far adminidration and anea dinical ward, laid the bads far the adttage
hospital complex, which was based an an Endlish sydem devdgpead by Albet Nappe'. It
wes felt the amall, hamdike buildings would be mare readily usad by country
aommunities than a large, imparsond inditution. The adttage hogoita philosophy was
adhered to until 1906. when inpatiat cgpaaty reached 70 beds By 1908 the hospitd
hed beoome "a goraMmg indtitution o aattages tunnds and gardens..(and had) danged
its name to The Nemaon Hogoitd."! Srong community suppart fotered the gronth o the
hospital to medt the nesds d the eqoanding community aswdl as rapid advanoss in
madical saence ad trends in hedth care Bendadars are ranembaed in the names d
the extant buildings in the adttage hospital complex.

(see cont. sheet)
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INVEI<ATORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Coinniunit\" Form No:

A Nenr'ton
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMSSIOJ (Lower Falls) NLF-B

Office of the Secretary, Boston
Property Name Newton Cottage Hospite

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued beow.

ARCHITECTURAL S GNIFICANCE (cont.)

The dldegt building in the complex, and theonly one wood-frame condruction, isthe
Prmtt-Converse Nurses Home (A). Located a the southen edge of the condex on a
gatlerise, it was desgned in 184 by the well-known firm of Hartwell & Richerdson.
Clgoboad dad. itrises2 1/2 dories to a gambrd roof. Massve projerting aossgamirds
frame the facade. Attached by astucooed hyphen isEllison Hall (B), desgned in 1905
by Kenddl, Taylor k Sevans who were regpongble for many o the other hospitd
buildings Hlisonisatwo sory Hemigh bond brick dructure endossd by a date hip roof
with pedimented dormers and a modillion comice Itsdeven bay facade is focusad on an
daborate entry framed by dddights and transom, as well a8 marble cdunns ad
pilagters carrying afull entablature heeded by a metd balustrade. Reoessad wings form
the outer bays of the facade Windows contain 6/6 seeh and are heeded by keysones At
the eestern edge of the Ste are three interconnected buildingsthat were congructed in
1901-2 a8 contagious wards (2 story) nanking an administration building (1
story) (C). The rustic desgn of this group which features brick congtruction and degply
over hangng date roofs with exposad rafter ends isdso the work of Kenddl. Taylor &
Sevens A amilar group of three buildings desgned by Kenddl, Taylor & Sevasis
located a the western edge o the Ste adjacent to the main hospitd Sruaures. The
centra building originaly saved as an operating theater (D), while flanking mambas
savead asrecovery and convalescing wards. (Bray (E) and Eldridge (F)). All three
ae andl, rectangular, one-gory brick sructures endassd by hip roofs extended onjig-
sawvn brackets. Adjacent to these buildingson the north, and connedted by a partialy
underground corridor, isthe Founders Ifemorial Building (G which origindly served
& amaternity ward. It is ahandsome 2 1/2 sory brick structure desgned in 1907 by
Kenddl. Taylor & Sevens in the Georgan Revivd syle. The nine bay facade which faces
wes toward Washington Street is framed by aoss gades and cantered on an entry
framed by an daborate Glhos surround and segmentd  pediment Other features indude a
modiUion comice, pedimented dormers, alouvered cupola, decorative brickwork in the
geble fidds, and keygtones over windows with | /1 saeh. A amdl brick power plant (H)
with atall smoke dack islocaed a the northern edge of the ste. Theorigind front
section of the building, built in 1914 as agarage, chapd and mortuary, was probably
desgned by Kedd). Taylor & Company. The actud power plant was added in 1927 to
plans by Daamnore LeClear, and Rabhins The combined buildings are utilitarian in style
ad have saved avariety o functions. The canter of the arealis cooupied by its most
recent building, the Allen Riddle Hall (1), desgned in 1936 by Deamamore LeQear ad
Radkhins Built on amodified EH plan, this Tudor Reviva style brick building rises three
dories to aflat roof. Cagt donetrim isconcantrated on the centrd projecting pavilion

Staple tolnventory form at botty



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Corammity: Newton Form No:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCMNSION (Lowe Falls) NLFB
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property NamerNewton Cottage Hospitg;

Indicate each item on im'entory form v/iidi is being continued below.

Architectura Sgnificance (cont)

which isamassve window bank with heavy mullions, and on the entry which is adjacant
tothe west. The only other trim dementsare horizontal bends indicating awater table
and comice

Verbal Boundary Justification and Description:

The boundaries of this nomination follow the north and south lot lines of the presant
Newnton-Wedledey Hogpitd. The west and southwest boundaries have been dravn to
exdude the main, large-scde buildings of the hospital The boundaries are intended to
recognize the rare surviving group of smdl-scde buildingsthat were built & theturn-
of-the-century when the ingtitution was known &s the Newton Cattage Hogpitd. The
large-scde buildings a the wesern Washington Street edge of the hospitd date from
1927-1981. The 1927 south wing was conddered fw indudon but was finally exduded
becase it isatached to the later 1938 and 1981 ssdtions because of itslage scde, ad
lbecause hopitd buildings of this period are relatively common.,

HISTORCAL SGNIFCANCE (cont)

Pratt-Converse Nurses Home (1834 - A), the ddest remaning sructure in the Cattege
Hogaita complex was built and equipped by Ludus G Prait <f Wes Newton and Edmund
W. Cova=e of Newton Comer. Bath were sucoessul busnessmen and Pratt was a long-
time mamba of the Hospitd Board. The building provided resdentid  accommodations
for 40 sudent nurses and lecture rooms for the schod of nurang which hed bean
edadlished in 1888. Prat-Convarse was desgned by thefirm of Hartwell and Richardson
which desgned sevard sdhods in Newton induding Hyde Sdhod in Newton Highlands ad
ad Davis Shod (WN-J) in West Newton aswell as the Cantrd Congregationd Church
(NR1986) and the Masonic Hdl (DOE), both in Newtonviiie. Attached to Prat-Converse is
Ellison Hall (1905 - B)). which was built and equipped by Mr. and Mrs, Frank A. Day
ad named in memory of William P. Ellison, the first derk of the Hospitd Corporaion ad
for many years its Vice-presdent. Hlison Hal provided expanded living and training
quarters. It was desgned by the firm of Kenddl, Taylor, and Stevens who were well
knownin thefield of hospita desgn. Bodon Qty Hosaitd, the Worcester Insane Asylum.
Wedhoro Stide Hooitd, Wrentham State Sdhod, and the Anna Jeoques Hosaitdl in
Newburyport were anong the firm's area commissons

Staple to Inventory form at bottOrn



. TONTARY FORMVI GONTT NUATI ON SHEET Coranunity: Newton For m Nb:

MASSAJUIETTS HISTORICAL  GChVIISSON (Lower Falls) NFB
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Naner Newton Cottage Hospital

Indicate each item on inventory form vdiich is being continued below.

Higtorica Sgnificance (cont)

Initially individuas with infectious disseses were refused trestment a the Newton
Cattage Hogoitd, but in 1891 the city built a sgparate group of buildings known as the
contagious wards (C), which were isolaed from the rest of the complex. Initidly o
wood, they were heavily dameged by firein 190C, and sulbbsequently rebuiltin brick.
Wads A (for diphtheria patients) and B (for scarlet fever) are comnedted to and bracket a
central adminigtration building which a the time contained offices, 1aboratory, kitchens,
ad roomsfor nurses and staff. Desgned by Kenddl. Taylor, add Stevens eech ward hed
a 26 beds cgpadity, double that o the wards dameged by thefire.

Kenddl. Taylor, and S™ens desgned anather grouping of four buildings, condructed in
1898. Those which remain (dthough their uses have dnanged) indude the Haskel |-
Emerson Operating Suite ( D) and two recovery wards Eldridge Memorial (B for
women and Mellen Bray Surgical (E) for men The Thayer Ward, the fourth building
hes lbean demadlished. "Modan" features in the Operating Suite indluded large windows
and skylights, dong with 29 incandesoant lamps for improved lighting, swinging doars
for sretcher anoess and floors and wals of marblefor eesy deening. In the recovery
wards, each hed alarge roomwith 8 to 10 beds Additiond facilities induded bethroom,
kitchen and sarvice rooms and two amdl roomsfor private paients. Mdlen Bray and his
son William C Bray, who eventudly became Presdant o the Boad of Trudees were
anong the hospitds most generous benefactws. Bray, whose home was in Newton Catre,
mecke his fortune with the invention of adevicefor ladng goes which later led to tubular
rivets and ladng studs. Besdes funding the convaesoant ward, Bray dso donated $60,000
for condruction of Founder's Memoria (1908 - G to accommodkte the hoqaitd's
expanding maternity sarvice Thistwo and ahdf story building, dso desgned by Kenddl,
Taylor, and Slevens was larger than the other Cattage Jospita buildings, with private
rooms replacing the conventiond wards. With the condruction o Foundars the hopita
wes following modern trendsin hedth care which encouraged congtruction of separate
maternity facilities to reduce the dnanoes of infection and maternd-infant mortality.

In 1914 asmdl garage, chgpd and mortuary was added, probably according to plans by
Kenddl, Taylor. & Company. The use of this building hes dhangad severd times and. in
1927. abrick and conarete power station (H). whichis till in use was added to the
rear. The fina building in the cottege complex area, Allen Riddle Hall (1), begun in
1936, weas desgned by Damamare, LeGear, and Raobhbing who were a0 repongble the
new South Wing. Allen Riddle was ready for usein 1939 and again enlarged the

Staple to Inventory form at bottan



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Ccrammity:  Newton Fors No:

MASSAQUETTS HISTORICAL COMMSSON (Lower Falls) NLFB
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property NamerNewton Cottage Hospital

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued beow.

Higorica Sognificance (cont)

reddential and educationd faglities d the nurang sthad whidh continues to play a
gonificant part in the eqpangon d the hogpitd.

Condrudion d Founde's Menarid actudly marked the end o the adttage hospitd era.
In 1927, the Hoxoital Carparation begen condrudion o the South Wing which brought
the hogpitd into theera d "madan' medidne The Catage Hospitd was dwarfed by the
gx dory, 134 bed fadlity which centrdized mad fundions d the hospital in ane building.
In 1H45 acontinued eqoandon rexulted in a name diange - from the Nemtan Hospitdl to
the Nemon-\Wdledey Hompitd. The Narth Wing was built in 1953, the Wes Wing in
1972, and the Cantrd Buildingin 1981. Additiona buildings for offices and parking .
garages ware aondruded in the 1980s and 705

Staple to Inventory form at bott(In
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Newton, MAMRA
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Qnmuni ty: 2000\ Form No:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMISSON Nt rA:,
Office of the Secretary, Bogton
Property Nane:

Indicate each item on inventory form whidi is being continued beow.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



Nowlon, Mass. MRA -

Street Address
2014 Washington S

1988 - Newion Cottage Hospital historic District

Historic Name

Pratt-Converse Nurses Home (A)
Ellison Hal (B)

Contagious Wards (O)
Haskdl-Emerson Operating Suite (D)
Mellen Bray Surgicd (E)

Eldridge Memoria (F)

Founder's Memoria (G)
GaagelPov™ar Saion (H)

Allen Riddle Hdl (1)

Date

1694

1905
1901-2
1696

1696

1696

1906
1914/1927
1936

Style

Colonid Reviva
Colonid Reviva
Vernacular
Vernacular
Vernacular
Vernacular
Georgid Reviva
Utilitarian
Tudor Reviva

o VLA 8> »ic v>r-

'Status
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