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C. E. Bell's Brown County Courthouse (1908-1910) is an impressive Beaux-Arts 
structure, situated in a relatively small urban environment. Its characteristically 
Beaux-Arts, cross-axial approach provides a lasting impression of this finely 
proportioned and balanced design. The very lack of Tinnecessary details emphasizes 
its geometrically ordered elevations. It is three-stories high, plus an attic 
storey and the dome. All four entrances utilize the Ionic order. The main 
entrance, balanced by coupled Ionic columns, projects more and is made more 
imposing by the slightly taller pediment. The composition adheres to the three- 
bay system, showing great concern with symmetry, balance and clarity. Rustication 
varies, and it provides surface contrasts. Fenestration is very symmetrical. The 
dome is square at the base, with four massive corner piers, and Ionic columns, both 
single and coupled from where the cupola rises, surmounted by the lantern.

Standing on the northeast corner of the courthouse grounds, Sidney Bedore's sculpture, 
"Spirit of the Northwest," showing the early Jesuit missionary Father Claude 
Allouez, the French explorer-trader Ni colas Perrot, and an Indian, complements the 
classically-oriented building. Franz Rohrbeck, the noted panorama painter of San 
Francisco and Milwaukee, painted murals in the courthouse showing Jean Nicolet's 
landing in 1634, Indian battles, Old Fort Howard, and the arrival of Father Claude 
Allouez in the company of an Indian chief. For the dome, Rohrbeck used allegorical 
subject matter— Justice, Agriculture, Commerce, and Industry. The Brown County 
Courthouse has nobility and dignity, and Bell's mastery of Beaux- Arts style shows 
selectively in motifs and fine proportioning of the mass.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Th« Brown County Courthouse is an excellent example of Beaux-Arts architecture; 
it shows marked restraint that lends dignity to the design that is achieved by balanced 
disposition of classical forms. It bears definite resemblances to another of Bell's 
works, the state capitol of South Dakota.

Sidney Bedore*s statue, "Spirit of the Northwest" (c. 1922), nicely summarizes highlights 
of Brown County's early history. Nicolas Perrot, one of the leading figures during the 
French regime in Wisconsin, had visited Green Bay in 1671 and secured Indian delegates 
for the ceremony of annexation of Sault Ste. Marie by which France acquired the western 
country. Father Claude Allouez was one of the most successful early Jesuit missionaries 
in Wisconsin between 1665 and 1677. In 1669 he left northern Wisconsin to establish 
a mission among the Potowatomie in the Green Bay area and founded several missions 
in the general vicinity of Green Bay and Brown County. A native of Green Bay, Sidney 
Bedore (1883-19?) attained some note as a sculptor, although he never really achieved 
fame. He did an excellent sculpture of Theodore Roosevelt at Benton Harbor, Michigan, 
and a number of smaller pieces, some of which are displayed at the Neville Public 
Museum in Green Bay. He studied at the Art Institute in Chicago and went to New York 
to complete his training. When Bedore returned to Chicago, Lorado Taft, who admired 
his work, installed him at the Taft Midway Studios, where he remained and worked on 
some of Taft's projects as well as his own sculpture.

Franz Rohrbeck (1852-19?), a German-born artist from Milwaukee, was a graduate of the 
Berlin Art Academy who had come to America in 1885. He worked as a panoramic painter 
in San Francisco for a time and later did some painting for the World Columbian 
Exposition in Chicago before becoming a muralist. He did murals at St. Cloud, Minnesota; 
Davenport, Iowa; and Calumet, Michigan. Besides painting the murals in the Brown County 
Courthouse, he did some in the Manitowoc County (Wisconsin) Courthouse and a large 
mural, "The Spirit and Strength of Wisconsin," in the state capitol at Madison.

The Brown County Courthouse, with its fine Beaux-Arts styling and its artistically 
significant murals and statuary, is the only public building in Brown County of such 
architectural and related significance.
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