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6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
( Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification
Enter categories from instructions)

MODERN MOVEMENT: Midcentury Modern

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation CONCRETE
walls CONCRETE

GLASS, WOOD
roof ASPHALT

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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SUMMARY

The Dan Branch House is located at 5707 Southwésbiive in the Maloré Gardens
subdivision south of Gainesville, Florida. It was designed by University of Florida
Professor of Architecture Dan Branch in 1965 as his family home. The four-level
residence with attached carport is constructed primarily of concrete block and wood with
large areas of glass, particularly evident in the glass walls of the two-story living room
overlooking a small pond. The house has a slab foundation, flat roof, and geometrical
arrangement of each elevation of the house with clean and unadorned lines. The large
expanses of glass walls and sliding glass doors provide visual continuity between indoors
and outdoors. This Mid-century Modern house reflects various schools of Modern
architecture and is integrated with its Florida environment. The Dan Branch house
possesses a high degree of historical and architectural integrity.

SETTING

The City of Gainesville is the county seat and largest city in Alachua County, Florida. The
population of Gainesville in the 2013 United States Census was 127,488, a 2.4% growth
from 2010. Gainesville is the largest city in the region of North Central Florida.

Gainesville is home to the University of Florida, the nation's eighth largest university
campus by enroliment, as well as to Santa Fe College. The Gainesville Metropolitan
Statistical Area was ranked as the number one place to live in North America in the 2007
edition of Cities Ranked and Rated. Also in 2007, Gainesville was ranked as one of the
"best places to live and play" in the United States by National Geographic Adventure. The
city is characterized by its medium size and central location, about two hours driving time
from either Jacksonville or Orlando, two hours driving time from Tampa, and five hours
driving time from either Atlanta or Miami.

The Dan Branch House is located in the Maloré Gardens subdivision, which has one
entrance/exit, fronting a divided roadway that provides access to the west side of United
States Highway 441. This major thoroughfare leads north towards central Gainesville and
south towards Paynes Prairie Preserve State Park less than a mile to the south (Figure 1).
Seven other homes were built on lots surrounding the pond and about forty other houses
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are sited on short streets leading off the streets circling the pond (Figure 2). The other
single-family homes in this residential-only neighborhood were built over a period of fifty
years, with a variety of styles and materials.

The modernist Dan Branch home is situated on a paved street that circles the pond that is
the centerpiece of the subdivision (Photo 1). The house is placed at the wide end of a
triangular shaped parcel that slopes down a gradual hill to the waterline (Figure 3). The
pointed end of the lot which is oriented towards the northeast is submerged, with a
shoreline that fluctuates with the depth of the natural pond. This shallow body of water
relies on rainwater rather than a spring or a stream. The house was one of the first homes
built in Maloré Gardens, a wooded area platted as a private subdivision ih T9EG.

architect preserved some of the mature live oaks when the lot was prepared for
construction in 1965. These trees provide for a dramatic landscape, particularly the large
oak off the northeast elevation between the house and the pond. A small terrace with a low
concrete wall faces the pond and surrounds the tree. A paved driveway leads to the facade
from Southwest 17 Drive. Several large oak trees and natural landscaping set off this
public view of the house (Photo 2). A contemporary newspaper article published in 1966
shows the exterior elevation facing the pond with a view of the living room (Figure 5).

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
Exterior

The Dan Branch House was constructed in 1965 as a flat-roofed, four-level square cube

with a divided, one-story double garage placed in front of the southwest elevation. The
original floor plans of the Branch residence show this design (Figure 4). Because of the
slope of the land, the first and second levels have direct access to the outside. Early
photographs show the post and beam construction of the two open garages (Figure 6). A
walkway between the garages leads to a small garden area behind the garages and on either
side of the main entrance. By 1967 Branch enclosed the two garages and converted them
into offices, one for himself and one on the west with a darkroom for his wife, a

! Plat map of Maloré Gardens, Alachua County Records, Book 52, page 101, surveyed by Harris Green,
1956.
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photographer. At this time tliermer garages were extended to the rear and became
incorporated into the main house.

The one-story south facade of the house formed by this conversion now features panels of
vertically grooved redwood, painted white, and a series of clerestory windows shaded with
wood louvers just under the roofline (Photos 3 & 4) (Figure 6). In 1972, Branch added a
square, flat-roofed carport to the southeast corner of the AoGseacrete block pillars

support the flat roof of the carport with wood panels inserted between the pillars on the
sides (Photo 5). The view from this main facade shows the main block of the residence
rising above the one-story former garage section. This part of the house reveals only the
top level of the main house, which consists of concrete block wall ends that frame
vertically grooved redwood panels. Narrow bands of clerestory windows are set just
below the flat roof-line of the main house (Photo 3). A deeply recessed main entrance was
formed by the path between the two former garages (Photo 6).

The symmetrical arrangement of the west and east exterior elevations relates to the
essentially cube form of the main house, which measures thirty-one feet on each side.
These walls extend from the ground level to the roof in an arrangement of twelve concrete
block walls or pillars that form the “skeleton” of the surprisingly complex house. Jan
Hochstim, author of Florida Moderfeatured the house and commented: “The boxlike
interior volumes are clearly expressed on the outside of the house. Masonry bearing walls
supporting wood floors and a flat roof delineate the structural order, with large areas of
glass and vertical wood siding denote the non-bearing encloguessther publication
commented on the play of geometry and the open floor plan. It described the structural
system of the house as a series of twelve “columns,” where sheer walls of concrete-filled
blocks supported built-up plywood beafns.

On the west and east elevations, wood-sided storage units extend from the main walls next
to the former garages. On each of the side elevations of the first story of the main house,

2 Dan Branch, phone conversation with Murray Laurie, April 11, 2015. Also, Arlene Haufler. “Four Little
Branches Living Among TreesGainesville Sun, August 17, 1969.

3 Branch — Laurie Conversation, April 11, 2015.

4 Jan HochstimFlorida Modern: Residential Architecture 1945-1970. (New York: Rizzoli, 2005), 239.

5 Architecture for Florida Living, Florida Association of AlA, 1967-1967.
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sliding glass doors open to small patios on the ground level. These are set below exterior
screened balconies that project from the main walls at the top level (Photos 7 & 8). The
side walls of the upper and lower levels are composed of grooved redwood panels set
between the concrete columns. A large window is set at the top of the second level on
each side wall above these wood panels. On the northwest wall at the lower level, a
horizontal row of windows is also placed to provide light for the kitchen (Photo 7).

The north elevation which faces the pond, is composed of a balanced set of symmetrical
squares and rectangles that express the box-like volumes of the design. A recessed section
at the center of the facade joins the two main blocks of this composition (Photo 9). On the
ground level, the kitchen opens on to the tree-shaded patio with sliding glass doors, and the
dining room is paired with the kitchen on the right, with access to the patio via sliding

glass doors. On the upper level, where the living room is located, shallow screened
porches, set flush with the facade, frame the view of the pond. Natural redwood and wider
panels of white-painted wood frame the geometrical shapes on the elevation.

Interior

The unadorned, geometrical form of the house expressed the functional needs of the
Branch family and the experimental nature of the architect’s vision. The indoor/outdoor
character of the Florida modern home provides views of the pond and natural setting and
provides access to the exterior from each room with full-length sliding glass doors,
screened porches, and large windows at each level. On the upper floor one overlooks the
tops of trees, with changing views of the natural landscaping as one moves down toward
ground level. Hochstim, in Florida Modefrommented on the three-dimensional

character of the interior around the up-and-down mode of the central stairs and the cubical
division of all of the spaces on both sides of the circulation of this $pine.

Upon entering the house from the deeply recessed, street-side entrance through the double
wood-louvered doors, one passes the open office and studio space on either side created
from the integration of the former garages into the main building (Photo 10). The floors
are tiled in this area. Skylights are set into the flat roof, which is braced with a series of
open beams on each side. Double wood-framed glass doors provide access to the main

6 Hochstim, 239.
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house through a small foyer that affords a distant view of the pond (Photo 11). An office
with sliding glass walls to a small patio is located on the left, and a utility room and
bathroom are on the opposite side of the entry hall. A set of open-tread stairs leads down
to the formal dining room to the left (Photo 12), and kitchen on the right (Photo 13). This
lower level reveals the slope of the land and allows direct access to the pond-side exterior
and the paved patio. Sliding glass doors set in the walls that overlook the pond permit
light into these two spaces with an additional horizontal band of windows on the side wall
of the kitchen. Passage between the kitchen and dining room is through openings to the
hallway down the center of this level.

The central stairway with oak treads rises two levels to the living room that also has glass
walls overlooking the pond (Photo 14). Part of the glass wall that extends from the ground
to the roofline is created by sliding glass doors that open to shallow screened porches,
allowing for an insect-free flow of air into the house. Set above these glass doors are glass
panels that extend across the entire elevation to roof level. A free-standing stove/fireplace
is set on a brick hearth at the center of this wall (Photo 15), dividing the two equal sides of
the spacious living room with oak floors (Photos 16 & 17). Overlooking the two-story
living room and facing the pond, two narrow loft rooms with three-foot-high walls set on
each side of the central core of the house are accessed from the next level of the central
stairway (Photo 18). The back walls of these semi-enclosed lofts that share the pond
view with the living room are set with bookshelves and have been used as children’s play
rooms, a music room, and to display the owners’ private art and artifact collections (Photo
19). Photos of these areas show the way the architect used thin bands of natural wood
throughout the house to outline the windows, doors and other elements of the interior.

The private living areas are placed at the fourth floor of the house, accessed by the top
section of the central stairway. A bathroom is set between two bedrooms of equal size,
accessed from the hall at the top of the steps (Photo 20). Each bedroom has a balcony on
the side wall with a sliding glass door and screen. Clerestory windows are set on the back
wall of each bedroom (Photo 21).
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ALTERATIONS

Already mentioned are the major alterations made by the architect: the enclosure of the two
garages in 1967 and the addition of the carport in 1972. The enclosures were done with
the same grooved redwood panels used on the exterior of the second story of the house,
and interior walls of the garages. Since that time, only minor changes have taken place,
mostly in the form of upgrading tile in bathrooms, kitchen cabinets, and painting the
exterior wood paneling of the front fagade white instead of the original natural wood

finish. High quality maintenance over the years has kept the house in a condition very
close to the original intent of the architect.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Dan Branch House is significant under Criterion C for its expression of the Mid-
century Modern Style. Architect Dan Paulk Branch, who designed the house for his
family, was influenced by Florida architects Paul Rudolph and Gene Leedy. As a member
of the faculty of the University of Florida, Branch taught modern architectural theory and
practiced in Gainesville from 1961 to 1973. The Dan Branch House, built in 1965,
exemplifies his high standards of modern architectural design that were specifically
adapted to its North Florida setting. This building retains a high degree of physical
integrity of location, setting, design, materials and workmanship that reflect its significant
historic associations.

HISTORIC CONTEXT

Gainesville, the county seat of Alachua County, was founded in 1854 when the Florida
Railroad established a stop on its Fernandina to Cedar Key cross-state railroad. It was
settled mostly by small farmers and cotton planters from other southern states. During the
Civil War, Gainesville served as a distribution point for food and supplies for the
Confederate Army. The town after the conflict expanded as a center for agriculture and
phosphate mining. With the founding of the University of Florida in Gainesville by 1906,
new residents came to the area would built homes in the established neighborhoods near
the center of town. Several of these older neighborhoods are now historic districts and
exhibit an array of residential building styles that were popular throughout the cbuntry.
The University itself chose the traditional Collegiate Gothic Style for the buildings on its
campus, a dozen blocks west of the Alachua County Courthouse. Part of the campus is
now designated as a historic distAct.

Following World War Il, and like many universities throughout the United States, the
University of Florida expanded rapidly as returning veterans enrolled and brought their
families with them to Gainesville. In the mid-1950s, the College of Medicine and five

! Northeast Gainesville Residential District (1980), Pleasant Street Historic District (1989), and Southeast
Gainesville Residential District (1988).
2 University of Florida Campus Historic District (1989).
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other health-related colleges were established, adding further to the growth of the
university and the city. New subdivisions, some with mid-century modern architectural
influences, were established near the university and to the west of downtown Gainesville
to accommodate the growing student, staff, and faculty population. The university chose
to embrace modern architecture during this period, building modern dormitories, academic
buildings, and medical school facilities that stepped away from the Collegiate Gothic as
new areas of the campus were developed in the 1950s and®1960s.

ARCHITECTURAL CONTEXT

Numerous young architects who had received their architectural training under masters of
the Modern or International Style such as Walter Gropius and Mies van der Rohe, found
their way to the Florida Gulf Coast community of Sarasota between 1941 and 1966. They
were eager to create innovative buildings that adopted the design concepts of the modern
movement to Florida’s climate and post-war casual lifestyle, and found willing, affluent
clients in the ared.

Other talented Modernist architects like Alfred Browning Parker designed homes in the
Miami area that drew national attentioriChe renowned architect Frank Lloyd Wright

brought his unique vision to the buildings he designed for Florida Southern College in
Lakeland in the 1930s, and his principles of organic architecture which embraces the fitting
of the design of the building to its site and its natural setting, had a lasting impact on
architects in Florida. The International Style also influenced the state’s young architects as
they used the concepts developed in Europe that included the logical use and expression of
structure, the separation of structure and enclosure, simple building form, and the honest
use and expression of materials and details. Architects like Le Corbusier in France, Mies
van der Rohe, and Walter Gropius in Germany, who exploited the materials and

3 Some of these buildings were included in an addition to the University of Florida Campus Historic District
in 2008.

4“The Architectural Resources of the Sarasota School of Architecture,” Multiple Property Cover, 2007.

5 Randolph C. Henninghe Architecture of Alfred Browning Parker. (Gainesville: University Press of

Florida, 2011); Parker also taught at University of Florida, and his papers and drawings are part of the
Smathers Library collection at the University of Florida; Other Florida architects, including Dan Branch, are
discussed by Jan HochstimFkiorida Modern: Residential Architecture 1945-1970 (New York: Rizzoli,

2004). See pages 238-239.
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technology of the day, abandoned historic precedents as they taught Modernist principles.
Some of the European architects who introduced this International Style during the 1930s
immigrated to this country as World War Il loomed. Several of them joined the faculty of
American schools of architecture and influenced generations of architectural students in
the structural and theoretical concepts they tatighMalter Gropius at Harvard, and Mies

van der Rohe at the lllinois Institute of Technology in Chicago, headed leading American
schools of architecture.

Geometric forms and the elimination of superfluous ornamentation, as well as an emphasis
on the functional aspects of the modern home, were the hallmarks of domestic architecture
influenced by the International Style. Modernist architects were open to revolutionary
design concepts that emphasized function and the visible expression of the skeleton of the
building, and such elements as ribbons of windows, floor-to-ceiling glass walls, and
cantilevered roofline projection$. The Sarasota architects blended the concepts of the
International Style with an approach that included respect for and adaptation to the
environment and to the play of light and shadowWhese young architects made excellent

use of new materials, some that were just coming into the residential construction market.
Large sliding glass doors, originally custom made with wood frames, became available
with lighter aluminum framing, and the use of exposed concrete block gained
respectability. Walls extended into outdoor space and plywood was used to construct
beams and structural elements. Instead of designing pseudo-traditional facades, they made
honest use of materials and structural expression that fit within the physical requirements
of informal living in a year-round warm climate.

While the influence of the young Sarasota architects in the mid-twentieth century, and the
venerated work of Frank Lloyd Wright in the 1930s has been studied in depth, less
scholarly attention has been drawn to architects in North Florida. Only recently has the
modern architecture of the postwar era in Florida been analyzed and books published that

6 Virginia McAlester and Lee McAlesteA Field Guide to American Houses, (New York: Alfred A.
Knopf, 1986) 469-470.

7 McAlester and McAlester, 470.

8 “The Architectural Resources of the Sarasota School of Architecture.”
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define the characteristics of Florida Modern residential houses and give credit to the young
architects and the few established professionals who designed along the safne lines.

These architects practiced in a region of the state more similar in climate, terrain, and
traditional cultural values to other southern states across the border, compared to semi-
tropical south Florida, and many of these design professionals educated generations of
architects who adapted Modernist design principles to Florida’s unique and varied
environment. Some of the young architects were graduates of the architectural program at
the University of Florida in Gainesvilfé.

Jacksonville architect Robert Broward was a student of Frank Lloyd Wright, later taught at
University of Florida, and enjoyed a distinguished career. He was inducted into the Florida
Artist's Hall of Fame in 2013 The strong architectural program at the University of
Florida in Gainesville and active participation by architects in the Florida AlA helped to
disseminate the architectural ideas influenced by modernism and the adaptation of the
International Style to Florida’s climate and relaxed way of de.

Another prominent north Florida architect is William Morgan, a pioneer in researching the
origins of architectural creativity, who received the honorary degree of Doctor of Arts from
the University of Florida in 2012. After graduating from the Harvard Graduate School of
Design and working in the offices of Paul Rudolph, he established a successful practice in
Jacksonville in 1961. Morgan served as a visiting studio critic at the University of Florida
in the 1960s, and as the Beinecke-Reeves Distinguished Professor of Architectural
Preservation from 1998-20089.

As has been noted earlier, the northern section of Florida is more similar to the states of the
Deep South than to South Florida. Most of the domestic architecture of central and north
Florida is traditional. Jan Hochstim, a professor of architecture at the University of Miami,
notes that in Gainesville, modern residences designed by College of Architecture

9 Hochstim, 13.

10 Among those listed in the “Architectural Resources of the Sarasota School of Architecture” as having
studied at University of Florida are Gene Leedy, William Rupp, Edward Seibert, and Carl Abbott.

11 Florida Artist's Hall of Fame dittp://dos.myflorida.comaccessed January 10, 2015.

12 Hochstem, 23.

1 William Morgan,http://www.dcp.ufl.edu/news/morggraccessed, January 10, 2015.
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professors are atypical, limited to their own family homes and the “rare client willing to
challenge the town’s conservatisii. This is not an entirely accurate assumption. One
has only to view the Gainesville City Hall and the adjacent City Library, built in 1966-
1967, to see that Modernist architectural concepts were embraced as well in civic
buildings. Dan Branch was one of the three architects who designed this complex in the
heart of downtown Gainesville, approximately at the same time that he was designing his
own homet®

ARCHITECT: DAN BRANCH, AIA

Dan P. Branch was born in Fitzgerald, Georgia, in 1931. He received his Bachelor of
Architecture with honors from the University of Florida in Gainesville in 1954. He then
earned his Master of Science in Architecture two years later from Columbia University. In
1956, he also received certification in Tropical Architecture from the Architectural
Association in London. He returned to Columbia University to pursue doctoral studies in
architecture and later worked in architectural offices in New York and in Jacksonville,
Florida, and with Maxwell Fry in London and Leonardo Ricci in Florence. Branch
continued to divide his professional career as an educator and as a practicing architect. He
taught at Columbia University, where he gave the William Kinne Fellows address. His
research was later published. Between 1961 and 1973, he taught at the University of
Florida College of Architecture and Fine Arts. It was during this period that he

constructed the Dan Branch House in 1965 for his family, his wife and two young sons.

He also designed five other homes in Maloré Gardens during this p&ridid.own home

was one of eleven residential designs chosen from throughout Florida to be featured in the
Florida Association of the American Institute of Architects publication, Architecture for
Florida Living, in 1967-681" He was part of the University of Florida’s influential faculty
members who trained future architects in the Modernist approach to design. Branch

14 Hochstim, 232.

15 A bronze plaque in the front colonnade of the Gainesville City Hall states that the building was
constructed in 1966 and 1967. Dan P. Branch, David P. Reaves, and Myrl Hanes are listed as architects. A
similar plagque in fixed to the front of the former City Library, currently used for city administrative offices.

The two buildings and their surrounding landscaping and parking occupy an entire block in the center of
Gainesville.

6 Dan Branch. Phone conversation with Murray Laurie, April 11, 2015

17 Fotis N. Karousatos, EdArchitecture for Florida Living (Miami: FA-AIA,, 1968) 19-21.
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taught at the University of Miami in 1973 and 1974, then taught at the University of
Louisiana from 1977 to 1998. He currently lives in Lafayette, Louisiana, but is retired
and no longer practices architecture.

In a recent conversation, Dan Branch stated that he had been deeply influenced as a student
by Paul Rudolph, who occasionally taught part-time at the University of Florida in the

1960s. He also worked with Gene Leedy, another prominent member of the Sarasota
School of Architecturé® He won commissions for projects not only in Florida, such as

the Junior Museum in Tallahassee, but also in other parts of the country. Paul Rudolph

and Louis Kahn shaped his competition designs. His publications indicate his interest in
vernacular architecture and experimental investigations in natural ventfiation.

In 1973, the Branch family left Gainesville, and the house was purchased by another
University of Florida professor of architecture, Ed Crane. In 1978, the house was
purchased by the present owner, who has respected the architectural integrity of the home
to a remarkable degree.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

In 2004, Jan Hochstim chose the Dan Branch house as a good example of Florida Modern
architecture in his chapter on Central and Northern Florida, where he found “only a

handful of projects worthy of note” in that part of the stat&his is not the first time that

the architectural significance of this particular house had been recognized. In 1968, the
Dan Branch house was selected by leading Florida architects as one of eleven residences
worthy of special note and featured it in a publication of the Florida Association of the
American Institute of Architects that looked at contemporary homes throughout thé state.
Architect Dan Branch adapted Modernist design principles to Florida’s unique and varied
environment. The house fit its densely wooded site on a small pond, and brings a sense of

8 Hochstim. 238.

19 Dan Branch, April 11, 2015.

20 Dan Branch, Statement of Qualifications summarizing his career. Branch pulffisthet,chitecture of

the East Mediterranean in 1966, based on his doctoral studies as a William Kinne Fellow in architecture at
Columbia University in New York.

21 Hochstim, 231-232.

22 Karousatos, 19-20
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the outdoors into the home through the use of glass walls of one kind or another in

virtually every room. Branch used geometric forms, arranged symmetrically for the most
part, and brought light to the center of the house as he arranged domestic spaces around the
open tread stairway that connects the various levels. Throughout the house, the circulation
patterns from room to roomp and down stairs, and across open hallways is a dynamic
element of the modern aesthetic that prevails in the house. Like other young architects in
the 1950s and 1960s, Dan Branch made use of exposed concrete blocks and natural wood
panels both inside and outside and installed aluminum-framed sliding glass doors in many
of the rooms to provide direct access to the outdoors. The unadorned exterior and the
visible expression of the skeleton of the building also exemplify salient features of the
Modernist Style as it was interpreted in Florida. As an educator as well as a practicing
architect, Dan Branch helped open and expand the curriculum at the University of Florida,
College of Architecture to the design principals of the Midcentury Modern Style.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

MACINTOSH GRANT MALORE GARDENS OR52/104 LOT 7 OR 1710/2315 & OR
3062/1024

Parcel # 07136-007-000

Less than one acre

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

This property is historically associated with the Dan Branch House.
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PHOTOGRAPHIC LIST
Information in 1-5 is the same for all photographs

Name of property: Dan Branch House
County and State: Alachua County, Florida
Photographer: Murray D. Laurie

Date of photographs: January to April, 2015
Location of original images: Murray D. Laurie
Patio and pond, facing east

Number 1 of 21

NoakwnNpE

. Street and driveway, facing west
7. Number 2 of 21

6. Facade from street, photographer facing north
7. Number 3 of 21

6. Facade, photographer facing east

7. Number 4 of 21

6. Facade and carport, photographer facing northwest
7. Number 5 of 21

6. Front entry, photographer facing north

7. Number 6 of 21

6. East elevation, photographer facing west

7. Number 7 of 21

6. North/west corner, photographer facing south
7. Number 8 of 21
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North, rear elevation, photographer facing southeast
Number 9 of 21

View of studio, photographer facing northwest
Number 10 of 21

Entrance to main house, photographer facing southwest
Number 11 of 21

Dining room, photographer facing southeast
Number 12 of 21

Kitchen, photographer facing northwest
Number 13 of 21

Stairs between first and second level, photographer facing southwest
Number 14 of 21

Fireplace in center of living room, photographer facing southwest
Number 15 of 21

West side of living room, photographer facing northwest
Number 16 of 21

East side of living room, photographer facing southeast
Number 17 of 21

Loft room overlooking west side of living room, photographer facing north
Number 18 of 21

Loft room overlooking east side of living room, photographer facing south
Number 19 of 21



NPS Form 10-900-a
OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section number Photo  Page 3 DAN BRANCH HOUSE, GAINESVILLE,
ALACHUA COUNTY, FLORIDA

Stairs to top landing, photographer facing northeast
Number 20 of 21

No

Bedroom, photographer facing east
Number 21 of 21
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living room

bedroom

bedroom

DAN BRANCH HOUSE

Gainesville, Alachua Co., Florida
Key to photos: Interior, level 3 and level 4

Photo Diagram Interior
Level 3and 4







Figure 2. Map of Maloré Gardens Subdivision, showing Dan Branch property. From Alachua County Property Appraiser website.



Southwest 17 Drive

Driveway

Carport

Origina garage area

Original house area

Patio

Pond

4

Figure3: Dan Branch House: Site Map



Figure 4. Original floor plans of the Dan Branch House, 1965.  (From Florida Modern, Jan Hochstim, p. 238)
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Figure 5. 1966 view of living room and exterior view of facade facing the pond.



View of Front Fagade, Circa 1978 View of Front Facade, Circa 1966

Figure 6. The view on the right shows the front facade of the Dan Branch House before the two garages were enclosed. The view on the left
the front facade after the original garages were enclosed in 1967 and the carport added by the architect in 1972. (From FlgridaModern
Hochstim, p. 239)








































































Alachua County
Advisory Board Program

Historical Commission

Mr. Ashley Wood, Chair
Mr. William Breeze, Vice Chair
Ms. Kerryann Kanch, Secretary

September 9, 2015

Robert Bendus, Director of Historic Preservation
Florida's National Register Review Board
Division of Historical Resources

500 South Bronough Street

Tallahassee, FL 32399

Dear Mr. Bendus,

The Alachua County Historical Commission voted today to support the nomination of the Dan
Branch House to the National Register. This modern architecture residence designed by a
former UF Architecture Faculty is an important structure identified by “Gainesville Modern” and
well documented. The significance of the Modern movement in Gainesville will be
demonstrated by listing this building on the National Register.

As the Alachua County advisory board with the mission “To promote, preserve and protect
Alachua County’s historic resources,” we are very pleased to add our support to including this
very important structure to the collection of National Register listings within our County. We
take pride in the large number and diverse examples of sites here, and the recent work of
Gainesville Modern is increasing understanding and appreciation of these sites.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Ashley Wood, Chair

Xc: County Commission via Dr. Lee Niblock, County Manager

10 SW 2™ Avenue, 3" Floor m Gainesville, Florida 32601 m Tel. (352) 374-5249 m Fax (352) 338-3224
E-Mail: kpagan@alachuacounty.us = Home Page: www.alachuacounty.us
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