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This form s for use In nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 18). Compiete each item by marking "'x" in the appropriate box or by entering
the requested information. if an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter ''N/A"' for ‘‘not applicable.” For functions, styles, materials,
and areas of significance, enter oniy the categories and subcategories iisted in the inatructions. For additional space use continuation sheets
(Form 10-900a). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property
historic name First United Methodist Church
other names/site number

ot 16 1988

2. Location
street & number 119 Jefferson St. not for publication
city, town New Iberia %Wolnlty _
state  Touisiana code LA county Iberia code 045 zip code 70560
3. Claasification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
] private building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
] public-local ("] district 2 1 buildings
[ public-State [ site sites
[l public-Federal (] structure structures

[ object objects

2 1 Total
Name of related muitiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previousiy
N/A listed In the National Register

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the Natlonal Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination [_] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Piaces and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In % ) t%@ meets [_]does not meet the National Reglster criteria. ] see continuation shest.

October 12, 1989
Signature of certifying officilal Leslie Tassin, State Historic Preservation Date
Officer, Dept of Culture, Recreation and Tourism

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinlon, the property D meets [_]does not meet the National Register criteria. E] See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certificstion
|, hereby, certity that this property is: Tniarel In “hus

% . : ¥aticaoal Rozisser
entered in the National Register. /M’/ i N , /
[] see continuation sheet. { // / 4 J//c

Ddetermined eligible for the Nationali o ’ i
Register. l:l See continuation sheet.

[l determined not eligibie for the
Nationa! Register.

[]removed from the National Register.
[Cother, (explain:)

4

%_Slqnatum of the Keeper Date of Action




6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

RELICION/relici RELIGION/religious structure

7. Description

Architectural Classification A Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation _concrete

Italian Renaissance walls stucco, brick
roof clay tile
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.
The First United Methodist Church of New Iberia is a one-story stucco-over-

masonry Italian Renaissance style building with a two-story front corner bell
tower. Erected in 1891, the original Gothic Revival building suffered serious
fire damage to its spire, slate roof, and underlying roof structure in January
1907. However, the congregation repaired and rebuilt, in the process remodeling
the building to its present stylistic appearance. Located in downtown New
Iberia, the sanctuary stands very close to the street and has almost no green
space to cushion it from nearby noise and traffic. For the record, the church is
being nominated for its 1907 Italian Renaissance exterior. The property also
includes a 1939 education building and a 1960 education building.

The exterior's Italian Renaissance styling was created by applying
decorative details to the building's asymmetrical Gothic Revival shell. These
decorative elements include an enclosed, arcaded loggia-like entrance with multi-
layered concrete arches springing from massive concrete piers; a campanile-like
bell tower; an oculus and round arched windows. The larger round arched windows
contain double and triple arched divisions inscribed within the larger openings.
In an attempt to make the building appear even more Italian, the 1907 craftsmen
also added extended purlins beneath the eaves to mimic the Italian villa style.
The building's red tile roof and stucco wall covering are also characteristic of
Italian architecture. The stucco was added to hide the fire damaged bricks.

The church is entered through the loggia-like vestibule, added during the
1907 remodeling. Its interior space consists of one large room with a projecting
entrance alcove opposite a wide but shallow chancel. Equally wide and shallow
transepts give the floorplan just the suggestion of a cross. The bell tower,
containing mechanical equipment on the first level, stands in the corner where
the alcove and streetside transept meet. The sanctuary ceiling is both supported
and decorated by a wooden scissors truss with hammerbeam supports and ornamental
hanging pendants suggestive of the structure's Gothic Revival origin. Other
noteworthy interior features include the wooden altar rail, pulpit, and curving
pews. Colorful stained glass windows light the sanctuary on three sides.

See continuation sheet
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Alterations/Assessment of Integrity:

The church has experienced only one structural change since its 1907
remodeling. In 1939 an arcaded hallway was attached to the exterior of the
chancel wall in order to connect the sanctuary to a newly constructed education
building. Otherwise, thanks to a meticulous restoration carried out between 1986
and 1987, the building appears much as it did in 1907. Components of the
restoration included:

1. restoration of the stained glass windows and the installation of a
layer of plastic to protect them,

2. removal, cleaning, and reinstallation of the original clay tile roof,
including replacement of felt and flashing,

3. replastering of the entire exterior using the original lime plaster
mix,
4. repainting the exterior in a color other than the original,

5. replacement of the old copper gutters and downspouts with new copper
replicas, and

6. refinishing of the original interior woodwork.

Because the 1930s structural addition was executed in the style of the building
and the recent restoration used authentic materials and methods whenever
possible, the integrity of the church remains intact. BAs the only example of the
Italian Renaissance style in Iberia Parish, the First United Methodist Church is
a strong candidate for listing in the National Register.

Contributing/Non-Contributing Elements:

The 1939 education building is listed as a contributing element because it
echoes the Italian Renaissance styling of the church and is fifty years old.
Relevant features include the red tile roof, the stuccoed exterior walls, and
round arch windows. As noted above, the education building was linked to the
church via an arcaded hallway at the time of construction. Because this linkage
is nothing more than a connector hallway and, more importantly, because the
education building clearly reads as a separate building, it is being counted as a
separate contributing element.

Located adjacent to the 1939 education building is a 1960 education
building. It, of course, is listed as a non-contributing element.



V

8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the sngmﬂcance of this property in relation to other properties:
[ Inationally [ statewide Xliocally

Applicable National Register Criteria [ JA [ |8 [x]Jc [ D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [x]A [ ]B8 [Jc¢ [lp [Je [IfF e

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
architecture 190731939 190731939

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The First United Methodist Church of New Iberia is locally significant in
the area of architecture because it is a landmark among the city's early
twentieth century non-residential buildings. It is also the only example of the
Italian Renaissance style within Iberia Parish.

Although New Iberia contains a wealth of architecturally significant
buildings in the nineteenth century French Crecle, Greek Revival, Romanesque,
Queen Anne, and Eastlake styles, its early twentieth century architectural
patrimony is fairly undistinguished. With the exception of a Georgian Revival
post office, a few noteworthy Colonial Revival homes, and an Art Deco theater,
the community's collection of twentieth century buildings consists mostly of
holdover Queen Anne cottages and plain bungalows. Against this background, the
Italian Renaissance styled First United Methodist Church is notable as a rare
example of the eclectic revival of historic styles which occurred after the turn
of the twentieth century. A review of the approximately 876 buildings listed in
the Historic Structures Survey for Iberia Parish also indicates that the church
is the parish's only example of the Italian Renaissance style.

In addition, a disproportionate number of New Iberia's outstanding buildings
are found within residential neighborhoods. The community's central business
district has been altered greatly, and except for a few Victorian examples, New
Iberia's remaining non-residential structures can be characterized as square,
two-story buildings, often of party wall construction. The First United
Methodist Church, with its distinctive massing created by a steeply pitched roof
and accompanying campanile with independent pyramidal roof, stands out as a
notable visual landmark against these boxlike structures.

Other noteworthy characteristics of the church's Italian Renaissance styling
include its arcaded loggia-like entrance of layered arches springing from massive
piers and its oculus and round arched windows with additional arched openings
inscribed within. Extended purlins, a red tile roof, and a stucco exterior also
add to the building's Italian character. The 1939 education building, with its
red tile roof, stuccoed exterior, and round arch windows, reinforces this

character.
[C] see continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographicai References

Louisiana Historic Structures Survey for Iberia Parish, Louisiana State Historic

Preservation Office.

Site visit by National Register staff.

Babineaux, F. Michael, "Methodist Church Has Long, Colorful History to Restore,"
letter to the editor, Daily Iberian; copy in National Register file.

Previous documentation on file (NPS): N/A
[ preiiminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 87)
has been requested
previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligibie by the National Register
designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Bulidings
Survey #
[CJrecorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

[C] see continuation sheet

Primary location of additionai data:
[X] state historic preservation office
Other State agency
Federai agency
L] Local government

University
Other

Specity repository:

10._Geographical Dats

Acreage of property 1.07 acres

UTM References
AlL,5] |1641,316.6,0] [3,312,00,4,0]
Zone  Easting Northing
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(] see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description Please refer to enclosed property plat map.

[C]see continuation sheet

Boundary Justification  Boundary lines follow property lines, per the attached plat map.

[C] see continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle ___National Register staff

organization _Division of Historic Preservation date August 1989
street & number _P. 0. Box 44247 telephone ___504-342-8160 ‘
state __ LA zip code 70804

city or town Baton Rouge

*U.8.GP0O:1988-0-223-818
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