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The Robert Jenison House i slocated on t hecorner of Frost and Wnter Streetsi n
Natick. Situated due west of Nonesuch Pond, the house rests on a small knoll facing
south. A line of tall fir trees and a picket fence border thehouse on the west.
The five acres of property areprimarily open rolling neadows maintained as open
land. The surrounding area i ssparsely devel oped and borders on Weston.

The house was constructed c. 1738 by Robert Jenison. Sone restoration work has been
undertaken, but the building retains its original frame, chimey, gunstock and
bevel | ed summer beans, and nost Interior woodworking. The four bay wide, two bay
deep, ridge roof structure has a large off-center chimey. The two and one half
story house i ssheathed i nclapboards with plain cornerboards and a simply mol ded
entabl ature. Fenestrationis 6/6 with slightly projecting architraves and sills. »

The asymmetrical south facade i sdomnated by an off-center entrance. The doorway
is inkeeping with thesimplicity of theentire structure but i sadorned by a bull's
eye light transom and fluted pilasters which support a dentiled cornice. The en-
trance i sheaded by a narrow 99 wi ndow on t hesecond story.

The east elevation hasasouthern end entrance shielded by a segmentally arched hood
supported by large brackets. There i sa small 6/6 window i nt hegable overhead. The
west elevation has two w ndows on each story and a small 6/6 i nthegable. ]

The asymmetrical rear (north) elevation has an of f center hooded doorway. W ndows
are standard 6/6, thesmaller 6/6 identical tothose i nthegable ends and one
doubl e 4/ 4.

The first floor interior retains feather edge panelling. The second floor has '
ei ghteen inch floorboards and sone fine early panelling and woodworKk.
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The Robert Jenison House i ssignificant for itsearly architecture, park-like
site location and for theJenison famly association i n Natick and the outlying
areas. r.

Peter Jenison and his father Robert were promnent figures i nthecivic and

political life of the Watertown-Sudbury-Natick area during thelate 1600 s.

Peter's son, Robert, built thehouse c.1738 on a 200 acre tract of |and pur-
chased from theNatick Indians i na controversial transaction during thelast
quarter of thel7th century.

Robert Jeni son was t he | eadi nghousewight intheareaat thetinehe built his
own hone. A half dozenof hisbuildingsarestill standinginthe vicinity.

They areinvariably thecenter chimmeytypesimlar tohis ownhouse with

interior arrangenent and di mensioning oftenidentical. Jenison was an i nposi ng
figureintown affairsandserved for many years as a sel ect man and captai n of
themlitiaconpany. Jenisonwas also activeinthecontroversy that raged for

a nunber of years over novi ng t he neeti ng house fromSouth Natick to Natick

Center. eo\/FyN

Robert's son. Lot, and his grandson, Robert, followed his professional as house-
wrights. Hi sgranddaughter, Sybilla, married Issac Fiske who becane a prom nent
Met hodi st minister and t hepresent Fiske Church on Walnut Street i nNatick i s
naned i nhis honor.

Robert's grandson Issac Jenison graduated from Wesleyan Col |l ege and was one of
the founders of the Methodist Church i n Anmerica.

The contributions of this famly t ot heNatick-Wyland-Sudbury area can | eave
little doubt that they and their descendants have played an i mportant parti n
leaving a tradition i ncraftsmanship andreligion that lives tothis day.
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