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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Day Building is located at 300-310 Main Street in downtown Worcester. I t stands 
opposite Mechanics Hall (NR) and next to the Five Cents Savings Banik (potential 
NR). I t is one of the few tum of the century commercial buildirigs remaining on 
Main Street, an area idiich has been heavily altered during this century. 

I t was bui l t in three phases between 1897 and 1906. The original portion, facing • •,' 
Main Street, was erected in 1897-98. The second section,which extends behind and 
around the Five Cents Savings Bank to face on Walnut Street, was constructed 
the following year, while the third part, also fronting-on Walnut Street, was 
probably built in 1906. 

... .\ . 
The five bay facade was designed in a Romanesque Revival Style. The f i r s t floor 
of this five story building consists bf large plate glass and cast iron storefronts, 
while the upper stories are faced with buff brick and limestone trim. The facade 
is organized around a \\dde central bay with the words "DAY BUILDING" inscribed on 
the third story spandrel. Full two story pilasters link the third and fourth 
floors. A deeply projecting modillion comice over a wide frieze completes the 
design. 

Fenestration on the second floor consists of a single pane of glass in each bay 
flanked by canted 2/2 sash. Each bay is divided by narrow banded pilasters support­
ing a continuous frieze. Fenestration on the third and fourth floors is similar, 
consisting of four sections of 2/2 sash in each bay arranged so that the outer 
two are canted. Tliei . f i f t h floor lis the'most elaborately treated with paired 2/2 
sash in the outer bays and tripled 2/2 sash in the center. A l l the sash are topped 
by the glazed .TOUud .Iieaded .arches which provide one of the dominant motifs of 
the Romanesque Revival design. 

The f i r s t Walnut Street addition is a simpler version of the Main Street facade. I t 
utilizes the-same brick and limestone trim above plate glass -and cast-iron store 
fronts, but i t is only three bays wide and four stories t a l l . 

The second Walnut Street addition offers a contrast to the other two sections by 
employing red brick with granite trim rather than buff with limestone. However, 
this four and one-half story section relates to the others in scale and decorative 
motifs of round arched windows in the upper floor and deeply projecting comice. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Day Building,-one of-.the few remaining structures of i t s period and type 
in downtown Worcester, is significant for i t s architectural integrity and 
for the continuous role i t has played in Worcester' s commercial l i f e during 
this century. 

The principal facade, facing ^^ain Street, was designed according to plans by 
the local firm of Barker and Nourse. I t is believed that the second section, 
facing Walnut Street, was designed by the same firm, although the building 
notice has not yet been located. The final section was designed by George 
T. Tribe of Worcester. 

The building was originally constructed for John Day (1857-1907), a Connecticut 
native who f i r s t came to Worcester to study law in the office of George 
Frisbee Hoar. Day opened his own office in Worcester after graduating from 
Boston University Law School in 1876. He f i r s t specialized in real estate 
law, gradually becoming more • involved in real estate develc^pmeiht. Tliis 
building, which was one of the largest and most imposing i n downtown Worcester 
at the time of ̂Day's death, represents-orte of Ms^major-acKieVeii^^ 

IVhile Barker and Nourse worked in Worcester throughout the late nineteenth 
century, only two other examples of their work remain in the downtown. These 
are the Hamilton-Prentice Block at 621-625 Main Street, b u i l t i n ISfiS and the 
Merchant's and Farmers' Insurance Company Building at 242-246 Main Street, 
facade designed in 1901. The Day Building is far better preserved than the 
former, whose facade has been completely obscurred by a metal screen, and far 
more elaborately detailed than the latter, which echoes i t s materials and 
design elements. 
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1. Day Building. View of Main Street facade. (Pliotographer: Ronald White, 1978) 



2. Day Building. View of buildings on Walnut Street. (Photographer: Ronald White. 1978) 
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7504 MICHIOAN NOTICES 

West Brookneld vicinity. WHITE 
HOMESTEAD, NW of West Bixxikfield on 
Ware Rd. (MA 9), (4-14-7S) PHOI11074 

Worcester. AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN 
SOCIETY. 185 Salisbury St., (U-24-68) 
PH0iai6l4NHL. 

Worcester. DAY BUILDING, 300-310 Main 
St., (9-13-78) 

Worcester. ELM PARK. (7-1-70) PH0006751 
Worcester. G.A.R. HALL. SS Pearl St., (3-13-

7S)G. 
Worcester. GREENDALE VILLAGE IM­

PROVEMENT SOCIETY BUILDING. 480 
W. Boylston St., (11-7-76) 

Worcester. LIBERTY FARM, 116 Mower St., 
(9-13-74) NHL. 

Worcester. MASIACHUSETTS AVENUE 
HISTORIC DLITRICT, Between Salisbury 
St. and Drury Lane, (12-16-71) PH00067 SS 

Worcester. MECHANICS HALL, 321 Main 
St, (11-9-72) PH0006793 o. 

Worcester. OXFORD-CROWN HISTORIC 
DISTRICT, Roughly bounded by Chatham, 
Congress, Crown, Pleasant, Oxford Sts. and 
Oxford PI., (5-6-76) 

Worcester. PAINE, TIMOTHY, HOUSE, 140 
Lincoln St., (4-30-76) 

Worcester. SAUSBURY HOUSE, 61 Harvard 
St., (6-10-75) 

Worcester. SALISBURY MANSION AND 
STORE, 30,40 Highland St., (5-30-75) 

Worcester. WHITCOMB HOUSE. 51 Harvard 
St.. (11-9-77) 

Worcester. WORCESTER OTY HALL AND 
COMMON, 455 Main St.. (3-29-78) 

MICHtOAN 
alger county 

AuTrain vicinity. PAULSON HOUSE, S of 
AuTrain on USFS Rd. 2278 in Hiawatha 
National Forest. (11-9-72) PH0016411 

Chrtstmas vicinity. BAY FURNACE, NW of 
Christmas off Ml 28 in Hiawatha National 
Forest, (9-31 -71) PHOO16403 

Grand Marais vicinity. AU SABLE LIGHT 
STATION, W of Grand Marais. (5-23-78) 

Munising. LOBB HOUSE. 203 W. Onota St.. 
(10-8-76) 

Munising vicinity. SCHOOLCRAFT FUR­
NACE SITE, NE of Munising off MI 94, 
(12-28-77) 

allegan county 
HACKLANDER SITE, NW Allegan County, 
(7-27-73) PHOO 16420 

antrim county 
HOLTZ SITE, Central Antrim County, (6-19-

73)PH0OI643B 
Bellaire. RICHARDI, HENRY, HOUSE. 402 

N. Bridge St., (1-18-78) 
Elk Rapids. ELK RAPIDS TOWNSHIP..HALL. 

River St., (9-22-77) 
Elk Rapids. HUGHES HOUSE, 109 Elm St., 

(5-6-76) 
baraga county 

SAND POINT SITE. Northem Baraga Coun­
ty, (6-19-73) PH00164S4 

AMinins. ASStNINS, U.S. 41, (5-19-72) 
PHOO 16446 

barry county 
Hastingii. STRIKER, DANIEL, HOUSE,n\ S.. 

Jeirerson St., (M3-72) PH00I6462 
bay county 

FLETCHER SITE. Ute Archaic. Early and 
Late Woodland, Hopewell, and Middle 
Hiitoric,(4-16-7l) PH001647I 

Bay City. CITY HALL, 301 Washington St., 
< 7-18-75) 

Bay City. TROMBLE HOUSE, 114, 116, 118 
Webster St., (1-25-73) PH00I6489 

benzie county 
Benzonia. MILLS COMMUNITY HOUSE 

(.MILLS COTTAGE), 891 Michigan Ave., 
(8-21-72) PHOO 16497 

berrien county 
SANDBURG HOUSE, (4-14-72) PH0016543 

Benton Harbor. SHILOH HOUSE. Britain Rd., 
(9-29-72) PH00t6S78 

Berrien Springs. BERRIEN SPRINGS 
COURTHOUSE, Comer of Union and Cass 
Sts., (2-16-70) PH0OI650I o. 

Buchanan vicinity. MOCCASIN BLUFF SITE, 
(4-13-77) 

Niles. FORT ST. JOSEPH SITE. Off S. Bond 
St., (5-24-73) PHOO 16527 

Niles. LARDNER. RING, HOUSE, 519 Bond 
St., (5-16-72) 

Niles. PAINE BANK, 1008 Oak St., (5-8-73) 
PHOO 165 35 HABS. 

Three Oaks. UNION MEAT MARKET, 14 S. 
Elm St.. (9-22-72) PH0016S5I 

branch county 
Coldwater. EAST CHICAGO STREET 

HISTORIC DISTRICT, Chicago St. from 
Wright St. to Division St. including parks. 
(5-12-75) 

Coldwater. WING HOUSE, 27 S. Jefferson St., 
(2-24-75) 

calhoun county 
Albion. GARDNER HOUSE, 509 S. Superior 

St., (5-6-71) PHOO 16624 
Athens vicinity. PINE CREEK POTAWATOMf 

RESERVATION [NOTTAWASIPPE 
RESERVATION), I mi. W of Athens, (3-30-
73) PHOO 16667 

Battle Creek. BATTLE CREEK POST OF­
FICE, 67 E. Michigan St., (8-21-72) 
PH0016560G. 

Battle Creek. BATTLE CREEK SANITARI­
UM, 197 N. Washington Ave., (10-4-78) 

Battle Creek. FEDERAL CENTER (BATTLE 
CREEK SANITARIUM), 74 N. Washington 
St., (7-30-74) PH0016616 

Battle Creek. PENN CENTRAL RAILWAY 
STATION (NEW YORK CENTRAL AND 
MICHIGAN CENTRAL RAILWAY STA­
TION). W. Van Buren, (4-16-71) HABS. 

Marshall. BROOKS, HAROLD C , HOUSE 
(JABEZ S. FITCH HOUSE), 310 N. 
Kalamazoo Ave.. (7-8-70) PHO027IS4 
KABS. 

Marshall. CAPITOL HILL SCHOOL, 603 
Wa.shington St., (3-16-72) PH00I6594 o. 

Marshall. GOVERNOR'S MANSION, 621 S. 
Marshall Ave., (1-8-75) 

Marshall. HONOLULU HOUSE (ABNER 
PRATT HOUSE), 107 N. Kalamazoo St.. (7-
8-70) PH0016632 HA»S;Q. 

Marshall. JOY HOUSE. 224 N. Kalamazoo 
Ave , (4-19-72) PHOO 16659 

Marshall. NATIONAL HOUSE, 102 S. Park­
view, (1-3-78) 

Marshall. OAKHILL. 410 N. Eagle St.. (12-
31-74) PHOO 16641 

Marshall. STONEHALL (ANDREW L. HAYES 
HOUSE). 303 N. Kalamazoo St.. (6-28-72) 

Marshall. WAGNER'S BLOCK, 143 W. 
Michigan Ave., (10-7-71) PH00I6683 O. 

Manhair WRIGHT-BROOKS HOUSE 
(DANIEL PRATT HOUSE), 122 N. High 
St.. (3-16-72) PhOOI6691 HABS. 

Charlevoix county 
O'NEILL SITE, (5-21-71) P»OOi6730 a. 
PEWANGOING Q'JARRY, Westem Char-
levoix County, (6-20-72) PH0016748 

PINE RIVER SITE, NW Charlevoix County, 
(11-15-72) PH0016781 
PIWAN-GO-NING PREHISTORIC DIS­
TRICT. NW Charlevoix County, (10-3-73) 
PH00I6764 

Charlevoix. CHARLEVOIX CITY PARK SITE, 
(3-16-72) PHOO 16705 

Charlevoix vicinity. GARDEN ISLAND INDI­
AN CEMETERY, N of Charlevoix, (2-17-
78) 

Charlevoix vicinity. GREENSKY HILL MIS­
SION (PINE RIVER INDIAN MISSION). E 
of Charlevoix at jet. of U.S. 31 and CR 630, 
(3-16-72) 

Charlevoix vicinity. MT. MCSAUBA SITE, (9-
29-76) 

Charlevoix vicinity. WOOD SITE. Northem 
Charlevoix County, (5-19-76) 

St. James. MORMON PRINT SHOP, Main 
and Forest Su., (1-25-71) PHOO 16721 

St. James vicinity. BEAVER ISLAND LIGHT 
STATION, S of St. James on Beaver Island, 
(12-29-78) 

St. James vicinity. PROTAR, FEODAR. 
CABIN, SW of St. James, on Beaver Island, 
(3-16-72)-

cheboygan county 
Campbell. FARM SITE, NW Cheboygan 

County. (1-31-78) 
Mackinaw City vicinity. MACKINAC POINT 

LIGHTHOUSE, Michilimackinac State 
Park. (10-1-69) PH00I6799C. 

Chippewa county 
NAOMIKONG POINT SITE, Middle 

Woodland (Laurel Focu.s). Chippewa (c. 
1850). (4-16-71) PH0016837 

Brimley vicinity. POINT IROQUOIS LIGHT 
STATION, 6 mi. NW of Brimley in the 
Hiawatha National Forest, (5-30-75) 
PHO1SO0S3 

Drummond Island. FORT DRUMMOND, W 
end of Drummond Island, (10-1-69) 
PHOO 1681 I 

Sault Stc. Marie. ELMWOOD 
(SCHOOLCRAFT HOUSEIINDIAN AGEN­
CY). 705 E. Portage Ave., (2-25-74) 
PHOO 16802 

Sault Ste. Marie. FEDERAL BUILDING. 209 
E. Poruge Ave , (9-9-77) 

Saull Ste. Marie. JOHNSTON, JOHN, 
HOUSE, 415 Park Pl.. (7-8-70) O. 

Sault Ste. Marie. NEW FORT BRADY. Lake 
Superior Sute College campus, (1-13-72) 
PHOO 1684 5 

Sault Ste. Marie. OLO FORT BRADY, 
Bounded by the C.O.E. Service Plaza on the 
N, Portage St. on the S. Brady St. on the E. 
and Bingham St. on the W., (3-11-71) 
PHOO 1685 3 

Sault Ste. Marie. S.S. yALLEYCAMP (LOUIS 
U'. HILD.OXA Union Carbide Dock, (2-1-
72)PH0OI686l 

Sault Ste. Marie. ST. MARYS FALLS 
CANAL. St. Mary's River, (11-13-66) 
PH0O17922 NHL. 

Shelldrake vicinity. WHITEFISH POINT 
LIGHTHOUSE, 5 mi. NE of Shelldrake on 
Whitensh Rd., (2-28-73) PH0016896 

cUnlon county 
Ovid. MAIN STREET BUILDING, UNITED 

CHURCH OF OVID, 222 Main St.. (1-13-
72) PHOO 16888 HABS. 

delta county 
SPIDER CA VE, Middle Woodland, (4-16-71) 

PHOOI8d3l 
Escanaba. CARNEGIE PUBLIC LIBRARY, 

201 S. 7th St., (7-25-77) 
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