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Architecturally, the Stowe House is a fine example of the
Gothic cottage suggestive of the romantic villas made popular
by Andrew J. Downing and Calvert Vaux. The house derives its
aesthetic merit from the dramatic placement of its architect-
ural details and a nice sense of proportion. Two bay windows,
a variety of porches and graceful exterior wood trim - large
boards, brackets and drops - combine with a steep hip-roof to
create a pleasing effect. An asymmetrical floor plan creates
a more spacious interior than the facade would indicate and
provides ample light and views of the grounds. The unknown
designer of the Stowe House, built in 1871, showed the Vic-
torian attention to decorative motifs and skill in creating a
distinctive design. He employed a subtle combination of ele-
ments of the rustic cottage with the Gothic wvilla, translated
into brick.

Restoration of the Stowe House has been made possible by the

foresight and generosity of the late Miss Katharine Seymour Day,
a grand-niece of Harriet Beecher Stowe. Miss Day lived in the
Stowe House from 1927 until her death in 1964. 1In 1941 Miss
Day established the Stowe-Day Memorial Library and Historical
Foundation to which she bequeathed her entire estate. Since
1964 the Stowe-Day Foundation has carried out three major objec+
tives: complete restoration of the Stowe House to its original
state during Mrs. Stowe's residency, 1873 - 1896; conversion of
a carriage house directly behind the Stowe House into a recep-
tion center and exhibition gallery; and lastly, the development
of a research library. The library, built around the nucleus
of Miss Day's collection of manuscripts, books, and pamphlets,
concentrates on architecture, the decorative arts, history, and
literature of 1840 - 1900.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

Historically, the Stowe House was part of a remarkable neigh-
borhood known as Nook Farm. On the western edge of Hartford,
Connecticut, a wide meander of the Park River once embraced a
heavily wooded tract long known as The Nook. In this area
there developed a neighborhood of interrelated families and
friends whose wide range of interests and accomplishments made
Nook Farm a cultural center and a mecca for distinguished vis-
itors during the second half of the nineteenth century. Its
two foremost residents, Harriet Beecher Stowe (1811 - 1896) ang
Samuel L. Clemens (1835 - 1910), attained international fame.
Mrs. Stowe's Uncle Tom's Cabin reached the emotions of the
nation and helped change its attitude about slavery and the
course of our country's portrayals of New England character
and village life. The public continues to relish the keenness
of Mark Twain's wit and his rare insight into the weaknesses
and inconsistencies of mankind.

In 1864, when Professcor Calvin Stowe retired from the Theolo-
gical Seminary at Andover, Massachusetts, the Stowes moved to
Hartford. Mrs. Stowe had a hand in the design of her first
Hartford home, a Gothic villa called Oakholm, located near
Capitol Avenue. Oakholm was designed by the English-trained
architect, Octavius J. Jordan, and incorporated Harriet's
plans for an elaborate conservatory - a feature copied in
many Nook Farm homes including the Clemenses'. The encroach-
ment of factories led Mrs. Stowe to sell Oakholm in 1870. The
house was torn down early in this century. In 1873 Mrs. Stowe
bought the Forest Street home.
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AJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

I herebv certify that this property is included in the

in the National Register and certify that it has been C
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set //J@/ ///& {/{/7 44/%/ ,

Van Why, Joseph S., Nook Farm. Bulletin of the Stowe-Day
Foundation, 1962
Apdrews, Kenneth R., Nook Farm. Mark Twain's Hartford
Circle. Harvard Unlver31ty Press, 1950.
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