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- New Mar | borough Center
ion Hi storic. District Route 57, New Marl borough Rd.
Monterey Rd., Southfield Rd.

Condition Check one Check one
—X excellent deteriorated X unaltered X original site N/A
—X good X ruins X altered moved date

fair unexposed

Doscribo the present and original (if known) physicalappearance

New Mar| bouough Center Historic District i slocated on Route 57 i n the
northeast, central part of the Town of New Marl borough, Massachusetts.
It i stheoldest of five villages that comprise thetown; a picturesque
western New England village clustered around a Green. |t i sstill the
maj or settlement along Route 57, as i twas during thefirst two quarters
of the l9thcentury when i t served as a stop on theHartford t o Al bany
Stage Line. The village sits i na protected valley formed between Wod-
ruff Mountain tothesouth and east, Luffingwell Hill tothewest, and
Dry Hill tothenorth. To thesouth and north respectively, are the
Sandisfield River and Anthony (Arnold) Brook.

The village i1 sisolated as a unit, by being surrounded by fields to the
north and south; by theintersection of Route 57 and t he South Sandi s-
field Road on t heeast; and west by t he New Marl borough Road. O t he
three roads leading tothecenter, two remain unpaved and al | are bor-
dered by ol dstone walls.

The district i scomprised of 214.48 acres of land containing twenty-one
buildings, six historic archaeological sites, the Geen with it s nmnunment
to Elihu Burritt and the Ol d Burial Ground. Architecturally, i ti s char-
acterized by a predom nance of woodframe Georgian, Federal and Greek Re-
vival style farm houses. Their vernacular quality i ssupplementedi n
several 1instances with relatively sophisticated ornamentation.

At thewest end of thedistrict, on New Marlborough Road, t he New Marl -
borough Center Cemetery i slocated mle west of thecenter. [Its old-
est section covers thetops of two nounds of earth which are bisected

by a grass covered access road. The ground cover i slargely of thyne,
often found i nol dburial grounds. Local tradition holds they areln-
dian Mounds; nore likely they aretwin glacial kames. The Town's first
settler, M. Benjamn \Wheeler, i sburied on theeastern nound along with
the majority of theearliest settlers. The western nound i scovered with
graves dating mostly from thefirst three quarters of the 19thcentury.
The stones show a progression through time from simple slate slabs to
ornate marble monoliths. (#800, Photo 1)

Proceeding easterly along t he New Marl borough Road., flanked by stone

walls, a diagonal road joins Route 57 from thenorthwest. Two houses
are located along it. The Benjam n Wheeler House i sa 2\ story brick
federal with a md-late 19t hcentury wood addition. |t was constructed

during thefirst quarter of the 19t hcentury by Benjam n \Weeler, |1,
the son of thefirst settler. The three bay brick front faces south.
The front entry has a fanlight, and thebrick i stoday painted white.
All  thew ndows i nthebrick section have marble lintels. The roof
shows a shallow overhang and returns, surmounted by a central chimey.
(#68, Photo 3)

Proceeding northeast onto Route 57, and easterly on thenorth side of the
road, i sFoxcroft, theWH Adans House. The rambling 2\ story Federal
period farmhouse has several additions and a barn. We WH Adans Bl ack-
smth and Wheel Shop was |ocated east of this house. The cellar holere-
mai ns undi sturbed. (#67A, Photo 4)

(Cont' d)
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Also associated with the houseisa 19th century barn, and several small
out-buildings including a guest house, which my be a mlkshed converted
in the 1930's. (#146)

The J. Baldwin House is a 2 story wood frame central chimey Federal per-
iod house with a full md 19th century veranda. |t is located on the
sout hwest corner of the junction facing northeast. | tws owned by both
the Baldwin and \Wheeler families, but built by J. Baldwin, circa 1800.

It continued to be used as a farm until the 1930's and has several 19th
century outbuildings, now modernized. (#69, Photo 2)

Ei ght buildings face the New Marlborough Green at the district center.
This tree shaded tract was given to the Town of New Marl borough by the
Cincinnatus Lodge of Masons in 1795. Today, the original two acre

tract is maintained and preserved by the New Marl borough Village Associa-
tion. (#802, Photo 10) O the north side of the Green the first house
encountered i s the Deacon Leonard Potter House, (built in 1832). I tis

a X2 story Greek Revival Style house with an extremely long el | to the
rear. Two dormers were added to the roof circa 1907 and the w ndow sash-
es changed. The original interior and chimeys have also been renoved and
replaced with a single exterior fieldstone stack. However, the nine win-
dow front facade with a recessed and side-lighted front door, cornices, lin-
tels and pilasters remain unchanged. (#71, Photo 6)

The New Marl borough Congregational Church, also called the Village Meet-
ing House, was constructed in 1839 just east of the site of the first
meeting house which was built in the 1840's. The meeting house front fac-
ade is a flushboarded Greek temple front with a recessed entry flanked

by two Doric colums. A wide nmolded entablature encircles the structure,
and is flanked by pilasters at the corners. | tis surmounted by a flush-
boarded pediment. The two stage belfry is topped by a round lantern con-
structed of colums supporting a rounded copper done. The interior is
lighted by eight large double sashed small pane wi ndows which can bail

closed by doubly shutters. The sidewalls are clapboarded. l'ts interior
is unchanged since itsconstruction, consisting of vestibulewith stairs
on each side leading to a choir loft. l'tspulpit is faced with twelve

colums, representing the twelve apostles. The auditoriumis aisled on
each side with divided boxed pews in the center and simlar single pews
on each side. At the southwest corner of the building, a US GS bench
mar ker gives the elevationas 1351 feet. Originally, there were two

horse sheds behind, set at right angles to form a court. (#72, Photo 7)

East of the church there is a lane flanked by huge maple trees which |eads
to the ruins of the Southern Berkshire Institute. From 1856 to 1885 this
co-educational boarding school was successful in providing a program not
unlike our present community colleges. The 31" story classic revival
building was razed in the 1930's. Good photographic and archival doc-
umentation exists on the school. (901, Photo 8)

Across the Monterey Road stands the Tavern, a stop on the Red-Bird Stage
Lines. |t served the town as a tavern, store and post office. (Cont' d)



NPS Form 10-90a-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(3.82) Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service MANfAU«»]
National Register off Historic Places received
Inventory—Nomination Form date entered

New Marl borough Center
Qonti nuat i on sheet Historic District | t emnunioer 7 Page 2

for over two hundred years. Tradition has i tthat i t was constructed
in 1760. A store el | attached to the west side and renoved inthe late
1940's may have been the oldest part. The present tavern is an L-form
plan Georgian building of 2}*stories. Inspection of the building |eaves
little doubt that i t was built during the eighteenth century. However
the present 16 columed double tier front porch was an afterthought ad-
ded circa 1839. ' tsinterior i s almost unchanged. The impressive front
door with i tsoriginal hardware and |ock enters a central hall and stair-
way. To the left isthe ladies' parlor, to the right the tap room which
retains i tsoriginal outside entry, Greek Revival style spirits cabinet

and evidence of a caged bar. At the back of the entry hall is a dining
room and beyond, the kitchen. A ballroomruns the length of the front
upstairs; i tcan be divided into two bed chanmbers by hinged, raised wood

paneled dividers. (#73, Photo 11)

Next door i s a handsone 1824 Federal Style house which has an elaborate-
ly detailed frieze;, corner pilasters and twin square attic vents in the
gabl e peaks. Inplan i thas three roons around a central chimmey, with
a one-story ell to the rear. The central entrance has flanking pilasters
and a pitched roof entry porch. (#74, Photo 12)

The Lieutenant Luke Harnon House, built about 1800; sits at the east end
of the Green. | tis another L-plan Georgian with two palladian w ndows;
one centered on each facade. Both entries are surmounted by copper fan
lights; the westerly one has a rising sun detail. This house was recor-
ded on the HABS Survey i n 1935. | twas built about 1800. (#75, Photo
13)

Four houses face the west and south sides of the Green. Fairhill, a 2\
story twin chimey Federal house occupies the west end of the Green.
(#70)

Di agonal |y across the New Marlborough Road is the site of the Strong,
Catlin, Ticknor House, called Kings Grant. | twas built for the town's
first mnister, the Reverend Thomas Strong, in 1745. The house was des-
troyed by fire in 1962. The site remains unoccupied and undisturbed.
(#810, Photo 5)

The Shel don-Heaton House, a Colonial Revival house, was constructed in
1910- 1915 from part of the Ezra Sheldon House which was the first house
constructed inthe village, circa 1745. (85, Photo 14)

The Parsonage or Col man-Ni m ck House, a 2\ story Federal house with Greek
Revival detail, built circa 1803, conmpletes the circle of the Green. Not-
able architectural features include a recessed central entry with joining
ionic pilasters which are repeated at the corners of the building, and
a wide, undecorated cornice. (#79, Photo 15)

At the center of the Green is a fieldstone pedestal topped by an anvil
a nmonunent to "The Learned Blacksm th", Elihu Burritt, 1810-1879, "Lin-
gui st and Apostle of Peace", and advocate of low rate ocean postage.

(Cont ' d)
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H followed hi strade and studied at t he Forge i nNew Marl borough 1831-
1833. | t was erected i nAugust 1908, constructed by M. Patrick A
Brennan. (#802, Photo 9)

The district continues on both sides of Route 57 eastward tothejunc-
tion of Routes 57 and 183, t he South Sandisfield Road. The predom nent
style i sGreek Revival, with Federal influences and a single Italianate
house built circa 1860.

Oh thenorth side of theroad, a 2\ story Federal period house, Edward
Ber gman House, has sone Greek Revival style trim and a shop el lto the
northwest. This served as M. Barney A Bergman's Tailor Shop circa
1880. (#76, Photo 16)

The SW Wight & Conpany Blacksmth Shop i sa IJ5stor.y vernacul ar Fed-
eral period building, a portion built as early as 1790 and with 20th
century alterations. (#77, Photo 17)

The Luke Catlin-J. Hyde House i sa |i” story Greek Revival residence with
cornice windows and a recessed porch built circa 1838. (#78, Photo 18)

The Duncan Adsit House i sa T-shaped Italianate 2i"story building with
bracketed trim I tistheonly house of this style i nthedistrict.
It was built about 1860. (#81, Photo 19)

Both t he Day-Tuttle-Hollister and t he Taylor-Wight houses were construc-
ted on t he same Greek Revival design. The Day-Hollister house i s dated
in theattic plaster 1847, above thedate i sa small primitive
bas-relief of thebuilder, owner or plasterer. The Day-Hollister House
is unaltered; (#82) theTaylor-Wight House had a full veranda added
during thelate 19t hcentury. (#83, Photo 20)

The northeast corner of thedistrict i soccupied by theMartin E Sheldon
Farm thelargest single piece of acreage i nthevillage, 112 acres.

It was built circa 1825, and thedate i sscribbled i ntheattic plaster.

The gable end of t he house has a planked pediment with an ovel fanlight.
A 1J5story el | i sattached t otheeast side. Two extremely |arge barns

overlook a small brook. (#84, Photo 21)

Near t heroad above t hebrook i sthefoundation of Harvey Hol nes Brass
Foundry. The exact product of the foundry i sunknown. Also associated
with i twas a sawmill and a small tannery. The conplex was i n opera-
tion during the 1830's. The Dam and \Weel pit of thesawmill survive,
upstream a couple of hundred yards. (#913, Photo 22, 23)

Along t hesouthside of theroad i sthe Beach House, a 2J*story Greek Re-
vival residence, (#84A, Photo 24) thesite of Dr. Charles Fanes Brick
House, built i n 1832 and demolished i nthe 1920's (#912) and t he Rooney's,
a 2\ story Federal house, altered about theturn of thecentury. (#80)



8a Signifficance New Marlborough Center Historic District

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture_X_ religion
1400-1499 _X_ archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 _ x_ agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture _X_ education military social/
_X_ 1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
AN1800-1899 commerce ~ exploration/settlement philosophy _ N theater
X 190Q- communications industry politics/government  ~iL transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates Multiple Builder/Architect Mr. Sikes, Thomas Tattilow

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The New Marl borough Center Historic District posesses integrity of loca-
tion, design, setting, materials, workmanship and association. |t is
historically significant as theoriginal settlement of Township Nunber
Two, now New Marl borough, and remained thefocus of thetown's civic an”
connercial activities from themd-18th through late 19thcenturies. I ts
hi Tstory i sreflected i ntheconcentrationof well preserved buildings
and historic archaeological sites which define thearea. Additionally,
the district preserves an unusually fine collection of Federal period,
and Greek Revival style houses. Thus New Marl borough Center meets Cri-
teria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. Al t hough

a complete archaeol ogical survey has not been done, nor have t he known
sites been field tested, judging frompresently known information, the
District may also neet Criterion D

New Marl borough Center was an early settlement on t he "Great Road" (now
sections of Routes 57 and 23) which was a fur trading route i nthe 18th
century. |t connected Westfieldand Sheffield, running along thenorth
boundary of thetown. The location, being i na protected valley with
two adjacent rivers, was a favorable spot for settlement. Mst of the
proprietors towhomt hetownship was granted 1735 were from Marl bor-
ough i nM ddl esex County. The town's first s ler, Benjam n \Wheeler,
wintered (1739-1740) i na small frame cabin a little northwest of the
district, on theright bank of Anthony Brook (sonaned for thetown's
last Indian resident). \Wheeler, remained theonly white inhabitant of
the town, thenearest white settler being tenmles away i n Sheffield.
He returned t o New Marl borough with hi swife and famly thenext summer

i n
ett

||
S

to build a house which still stands above thesite of hi scabin.
Between 1741 and 1754, a | arge number of settlers arrived t o populate
the town. | n 1745, Ezra Sheldon constructed a house on t he east corner
of theSouthfield Road. | t was considered theoldest house i nthe vil-

| age, only part of i tremains as t he Sheldon-Greer-Heaton House today.
(#85, Photo 14) The Strong-Catlin-Ticknor House (#910, Photo 5) was al -
so built the sanme year on t heopposite corner. Known as "Kings GCrant",
It was built for thefirst Minister, theReverend Thomas Strong. He ser-
ved from 1744 t o 1777. The third Minister, theReverend Jacob Catlin of
Harwi nton, Connecticut, Yale College, 1784, also lived i nthehouse. He
was ordained theMinister i nNew Marlborough on July 4, 1787. He pub-
lished a work on theology called Catlin's Conendious. He remained pastor
for thirty-nine years until hi sdeath i n 1826.

The second floor was used by t he Cincinnatus Lodge of Mason when i t was
organized i n1795. 1ts Charter was signed by Paul Revere, Grand Master.
They also presented thetown with The Village Green that year. Local tra-
dition has said that theMarquis de Lafayette stayed overnight i n the

' . . : (Cont' d)
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house during hi sAmerican tour of 1825; however, recent research contra-
dicts this claim Wen t he house was destroyed by fire i n1962, |ost
with the house was a portrait i noils of Dr. Catlin, hiswriting table,
and an original collection of sermons. |t i salso believed that these
pieces may have survived thefire as an antique thiefs booty. The
foundation remains undisturbed.

The first Meeting House was built opposite "Kings CGrant" i n 1743 ont he
exposed rock |edges, east of thepresent church. Four acres were pro-
cured of Lot Nunmber 22 on which tobuild a Meeting House, forty feet

by thirty-two feet, with a twenty foot shed. The contract was |letto

one Thomas Tattilow. (See #72, Photo 7)

The present Greek Revival Meeting House (#72, Photo 7) was built in
1839. At a church meeting, Decenber 25, 1837, a commttee was naned
to procure a subscription for a new meeting house. A draftsman, a M.
Sikes, was secured from Suffield, Connecticut. His eye-pleasing design
cost $4,100 tobuild, $3,800 of which was raised by thecommttee. A
bout $300 was raised vi atheselling of theOl d Meeting House. It is
still used sumers by theunited congregational churches of New Marl -
borough and i smaintained by t he New Marl borough Village Association,
Inc. The church i sconsidered t obe one of thetwo finest Geek Re-
vival Churches i nBerkshire County, theother being the T Tyringham Un-
ion Church, built i n1844. Also, i tbears remarkable resemblenceto
the Congregational Church i nChester Center, Massachusetts, built cir-
ca 1846, probably by the sane M. Sikes.

The Southern Berkshire Institute, (#911, Photo 8) thesite of which ex-
ists behind thechurch, began i nJune 1856. Julius Ruing, Janes Hyde,
John Brewer, and Edwin Adans organized a corporationfor the purpose

of establishing a boarding or day school for both sexes. The principal
promoter of theschool was Edward Stevens of Saratoga, New York, a na-
tive of New Marl borough. From 1860 t o 1870, t he school had i t s nost
successful period boarding one hundred students. J.A Mcintosh, AV
was i tsfirst Principal; was assisted by four |ady teachers. H was
suceeded by NW Metcalf, AM i n 1860 and B.F. Parsons, AM i n 1861,
In 1876 Professor ST, Frost took over for thenext six years. | n the
1890's thebuilding served as a summer hotel. Abandoned, i twas razed
in thelate 1930's.

The Tavern on t he Green, (#73, Photo 11) has |long been t hefocus of
activity for thevillage. From 1806 t o 1925 i t served as New Mar| -
borough's Post Office. G deon Granger was thefirst Post Master ap-
pointed Sept. 15, 1806, W th development of the 15th Massachusetts
Turnpi ke (Now Route 57), a good road and a splendidly-equiped oppo-
sition Mail Stage Line, theRed-Bird Line, owning seventy-five horses
and nine stages, was founded i n 1834, The line was originated by Anos
Kendal |, Post Master General under President Andrew Jackson as part of
his design of reorganizationof thepostal department, Kendal I, a Mass-
achusetts man by birth, was said t o have been particularly proud ofthe

(Cont'd)
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Hartford t o Al bany Line,

Tie Red-Bird Line brought mail one day frcm Harford, the next fron Albany, Previously,
mail had cone in but once a week. Beingin acentral location between Hartford and Al -

bany, New Marlborough became the "Midway Station", The higest elevation
on the line was three miles east of the village. Warren Wheeler was the
tavern's first owner. Deacon Caleb Wright was the Inn Keeper in 1832

continuing until 1857, I.N. Tuttle ran the hotel, store, and post office

from 1857 until 1885 when the building was bought by Patrick A. Brennan
who constructed the monument to Elihu Burritt on the village green.

The Green (#802, Photo 10) served as theMilitiaDrill Field duringthe
Federal Period. IntheWr of 1812, New Marl borough responded during

the summer of 1814. Captain Joseph C Catlin was i ncomand of a com

pany formed of detachments of several militia companies. Luke Harnon

served as Lieutenant; Benjamn Smth, Jr., Ensign; and Jonathan Arnold,
Fifer. They marched t o Boston serving three nonths defending the port
from British attack. The house at t heeast end of t he Green belonged

to Lieutenant Luke Harnon. (#75, Photo 13)

At thecenter of the "Village Green" totheright of the Monterey Road,
stands a fieldstone Monunment t o Elihu Burritt (1810-1879), (#802, Photo
9), "The Learned Blacksmith, Linguist, and Apostle of Peace", H was
born i nNew Britain, Connecticut i n1810. I nthespring of 1831, Harvey
Hol mes started a brass foundry at t heeast end of New Marlborough Vil-

| age on Umrpachene Brook. | nneed of workmen, he hired Burritt, Wen
the foundry closed, Burritt purchased i t and operated i tas a Blacksmith
Shop until 1833, He was well-educated; was said tospeak fifty |anguages

at age 30; and studied while working at hi sforge, a book propped up by
the chimey. Later he noved t o Wrcester, Massachusetts and becane ed-
itor of the Advocate of Peace, organized t he Conference of the Friends
of Peace i n 1848 i nBrussells, and served as US, Consul i nBirmngham
Engl and, He wrote and published innumerable pamphlets and advocated

| ow-rate ocean postage. The nonument was constructed i n1908 i n hi s

nmenory,

Oh t he southeast corner of the Green stands t he Parsonage (Coleman Ni m

ick House), (#79, Photo 15) | t was purchased as t he Congregational Par-
sonage for thevillage i n1871 for a cost of $2,430,52. The first minis-
ter touse i twas Reverend Richard T, Searles, thelast Reverend, Montil
J, Fuller,

During thelast quarter of the 19t hcentury. New Marl borough becane ex-
tremely quiet. The nearby industrial villages of Mill River and South-
field prospered, due totheir location on the Sandisfield River, produc-
i ngpaper and whiplashes. Meanwhile, the "O dParish" at New Marlborough
Center was being sapped by western migration, and could not providethe
industrial opportunities offered by neighboring villages.

(Cont'd)



NPS Form 10-900-1 OMB No. 1024-0018

0-82) Exp. 10-31-84
United States Department of tiie Interior »
National Parl( Service NMPSus»0«ty
National Register off Historic Places metved
Inventory—Nomination Form dale entered

New Marlborough Center HEaSS K
Continuation sheet Historic District Item numtaer A Page A

In 1889, Hildreth K Bloodgood discovered New Marl borough and purchased
the Deacon Leonard Potter House, (#71, Photo 6) as a summer residence

for himself and hi sfamly. M. Bloodgood, an importer and breeder of
Hackney ponies eventually, circa 1904-1907, built a large Jacobethan
Revival estate called Mepel Manor, north of thevillage. |t was designed
by Edward Pierce Casey, his wife's cousin, and named after the Star of
Mepel, hisfirst Hackney imported from England. He believed thatthe
region was extremely well-suited for horse farmng. His daughter, Ms.
J. Macy Willets (her husband's family raised thoroughbred Hunters ont he
Martin E Shel don Farm (#84, Photo 22; east-end of Village) continued

the tradition on her own place, Cassilis Farm |t i sbecause of herin-
terest i ntheVillage that i ti slittle touched and unspoiled by conmmer-
cial development. | twas through theefforts of Ms. Willets and Ms.

Rodney W lliams that the Tavern was purchased and held until restoration
was begun by itspresent owner i ncirca 1972. Concern over the preserva-
tion of theVillage brought together an informal group of year-round and
sumrer residences into the New Marl borough Village Association, They

see totheupkeep and preservation of theVillage and its Green through

an annual solicitation.

The documented historic archaeological resources i nthedistrict dating
from t hem d-18th through m d-19th centuries and associated with domestic,
agricultural, industrial, and educational activities are an integral part
of theVillage history. I nadditiontothese sites, thedistrict should
be considered tocontain other subsurface features and artifactual depos-
its relating t oover 200 years of continuous occupation. Identification
and excavation of these archaeological sites i ncombination with docunmen-
tory resources could provide information pertinent tosocial and economc
research questions directed at thegrowth of thevillage through time.
The existence of theHartford t o Albany Post Road indicates a strong po-
tential for evidence of regional exchange and interaction i nthe arch-
aeological record.
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line of Plot #36

Pl ease al so see attached sketch nap.
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