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3. Classiffication 
Category Ownership 

Xdistrict public 
buildlng(s) private 
structure y both 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion 
object M/A'n process 

being considered 

Status 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
X yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
X agriculture 

commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
X park 
y private residence 

religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner off Property 

name M u l t i p l e (See attached L i s t ) 

street & number 

city, town l i / A vicinity of state 

5. Location off Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Southern Berkshire Registry of Deeds 

street & number Town H a l l 

city, town Grea t B a r r i n g t o n , state Massachuse t t s 02130 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
I n v e n t o r y o f H i s t o r i c A s s e t s o f t h e Commonwealth o f Mass. ( # 7 2 - 7 9 ) , 

title H i s t o r i c Amer ican B u i l d i n g Survey this property been determined eligible? yes ^ ^ n o 

date 1979, 1935 ^ federal ^ state county local 

depository for survey records (1) Massachuse t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commission, (2) L i b r a r y o f 
Congress 

city,town 294 Wash ing ton S t r e e t , B o s t o n state Massachuse t t s 02108 



- New Marlborough Center 
i o n H i s t o r i c . D i s t r i c t Route 57, New Marlborough Rd. 

Monterey Rd., S o u t h f i e l d Rd. 

N/A 

Condition Check one Check one 
— X excellent deteriorated X unaltered X original site 
— X good X ruins X altered moved date 

fair unexposed 

Doscribo the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

New Marlbouough Center H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t i s located on Route 57 i n the 
northeast, c e n t r a l p a r t of the Town of New Marlborough, Massachusetts. 
I t i s the o l d e s t of f i v e v i l l a g e s t h a t comprise the town; a picturesque 
western New England v i l l a g e c l u s t e r e d around a Green. I t i s s t i l l the 
major settlement along Route 57, as i t was during the f i r s t two quarters 
of the 19th century when i t served as a stop on the H a r t f o r d t o Albany 
Stage Line. The v i l l a g e s i t s i n a pr o t e c t e d v a l l e y formed between Wood­
r u f f Mountain t o the south and east, L u f f i n g w e l l H i l l t o the west, and 
Dry H i l l t o the n o r t h . To the south and n o r t h r e s p e c t i v e l y , are the 
S a n d i s f i e l d River and Anthony (Arnold) Brook. 

The v i l l a g e i s i s o l a t e d as a u n i t , by being surrounded by f i e l d s t o the 
no r t h and south; by the i n t e r s e c t i o n of Route 5 7 and the South Sandis­
f i e l d Road on the east; and west by the New Marlborough Road. Of the 
three roads leading t o the center, two remain unpaved and a l l are bor­
dered by o l d stone w a l l s . 

The d i s t r i c t i s comprised of 214.48 acres of land c o n t a i n i n g twenty-one 
b u i l d i n g s , s i x h i s t o r i c archaeological s i t e s , the Green w i t h i t s monument 
to E l i h u B u r r i t t and the Old B u r i a l Ground. A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , i t i s char­
a c t e r i z e d by a predominance of woodframe Georgian, Federal and Greek Re­
v i v a l s t y l e farm houses. Their vernacular q u a l i t y i s supplemented i n 
several instances w i t h r e l a t i v e l y s o p h i s t i c a t e d ornamentation. 

At the west end of the d i s t r i c t , on New Marlborough Road, the New Marl­
borough Center Cemetery i s located mile west of the center. I t s o l d ­
est s e c t i o n covers the tops of two mounds of e a r t h which are bisected 
by a grass covered access road. The ground cover i s l a r g e l y of thyme, 
o f t e n found i n o l d b u r i a l grounds. Local t r a d i t i o n holds they are I n ­
dian Mounds; more l i k e l y they are t w i n g l a c i a l kames. The Town's f i r s t 
s e t t l e r , Mr. Benjamin Wheeler, i s b u r i e d on the eastern mound along w i t h 
the m a j o r i t y of the e a r l i e s t s e t t l e r s . The western mound i s covered w i t h 
graves d a t i n g mostly from the f i r s t three quarters of the 19th century. 
The stones show a progression through time from simple s l a t e slabs t o 
ornate marble monoliths. (#800, Photo 1) 

Proceeding e a s t e r l y along the New Marlborough Road., flanked by stone 
w a l l s , a diagonal road j o i n s Route 57 from the northwest. Two houses 
are located along i t . The Benjamin Wheeler House i s a 2 \ s t o r y b r i c k 
f e d e r a l w i t h a mid-late 19th century wood a d d i t i o n . I t was constructed 
during the f i r s t q u a rter of the 19th century by Benjamin Wheeler, I I , 
the son of the f i r s t s e t t l e r . The three bay b r i c k f r o n t faces south. 
The f r o n t e n t r y has a fan l i g h t , and the b r i c k i s today painted white. 
A l l the windows i n the b r i c k s e c t i o n have marble l i n t e l s . The roof 
shows a shallow overhang and r e t u r n s , surmounted by a c e n t r a l chimney. 
(#68, Photo 3) 

Proceeding northeast onto Route 57, and e a s t e r l y on the n o r t h side of the 
road, i s Foxcroft, the W.H. Adams House. The rambling 2 \ s t o r y Federal 
p e r i o d farmhouse has several a d d i t i o n s and a barn. Whe W.H. Adams Black­
smith and Wheel Shop was l o c a t e d east of t h i s house. The c e l l a r hole r e ­
mains undisturbed. (#67A, Photo 4) 

(Cont'd) 
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Also associated w i t h the house i s a 19th century barn, and several small 
o u t - b u i l d i n g s i n c l u d i n g a guest house, which may be a milkshed converted 
i n the 1930's. (#146) 

The J. Baldwin House i s a 2^ s t o r y wood frame c e n t r a l chimney Federal per­
iod house w i t h a f u l l mid' 19th century veranda. I t i s located on the 
southwest corner of the j u n c t i o n f a c i n g northeast. I t was owned by both 
the Baldwin and Wheeler f a m i l i e s , but b u i l t by J. Baldwin, c i r c a 1800. 
I t continued t o be used as a farm u n t i l the 1930's and has several 19th 
century o u t b u i l d i n g s , now modernized. (#69, Photo 2) 

Eight b u i l d i n g s face the New Marlborough Green at the d i s t r i c t center. 
This t r e e shaded t r a c t was given t o the Town of New Marlborough by the 
Cincinnatus Lodge of Masons i n 1795. Today, the o r i g i n a l two acre 
t r a c t i s maintained and preserved by the New Marlborough V i l l a g e Associa­
t i o n . (#802, Photo 10) On the n o r t h side of the Green the f i r s t house 
encountered i s the Deacon Leonard Potter House, ( b u i l t i n 1832). I t i s 
a 2l<2. story Greek Revival S t y l e house w i t h an extremely long e l l t o the 
rear. Two dormers were added t o the roof c i r c a 1907 and the window sash­
es changed. The o r i g i n a l i n t e r i o r and chimneys have also been removed and 
replaced w i t h a s i n g l e e x t e r i o r f i e l d s t o n e stack. However, the nine win­
dow f r o n t facade w i t h a recessed and s i d e - l i g h t e d f r o n t door, cornices, l i n ­
t e l s and p i l a s t e r s remain unchanged. (#71, Photo 6) 

The New Marlborough Congregational Church, also c a l l e d the V i l l a g e Meet­
ing House, was constructed i n 1839 j u s t east of the s i t e of the f i r s t 
meeting house which was b u i l t i n the 1840's. The meeting house f r o n t fac­
ade i s a flushboarded Greek temple f r o n t w i t h a recessed e n t r y flanked 
by two Doric columns. A wide molded ent a b l a t u r e e n c i r c l e s the s t r u c t u r e , 
and i s flanked by p i l a s t e r s at the corners. I t i s surmounted by a f l u s h -
boarded pediment. The two stage b e l f r y i s topped by a round l a n t e r n con­
s t r u c t e d of columns supporting a rounded copper dome. The i n t e r i o r i s 
l i g h t e d by e i g h t large double sashed small pane windows which can b a i l 
closed by doubly s h u t t e r s . The s i d e w a l l s are clapboarded. I t s i n t e r i o r 
i s unchanged since i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n , c o n s i s t i n g of v e s t i b u l e w i t h s t a i r s 
on each side leading t o a choir l o f t . I t s p u l p i t i s faced w i t h twelve 
columns, representing the twelve apostles. The auditorium i s a i s l e d on 
each side w i t h d i v i d e d boxed pews i n the center and s i m i l a r s i n g l e pews 
on each side. At the southwest corner of the b u i l d i n g , a U.S.G.S. bench 
marker gives the e l e v a t i o n as 1351 f e e t . O r i g i n a l l y , there were two 
horse sheds behind, set at r i g h t angles t o form a c o u r t . (#72, Photo 7) 

East of the church there i s a lane flanked by huge maple trees which leads 
t o the r u i n s of the Southern Berkshire I n s t i t u t e . From 1856 t o 1885 t h i s 
co-educational boarding school was successful i n p r o v i d i n g a program not 
u n l i k e our present community colle g e s . The 31̂  s t o r y c l a s s i c r e v i v a l 
b u i l d i n g was razed i n the 1930's. Good photographic and a r c h i v a l doc­
umentation e x i s t s on the school. (901, Photo 8) 

Across the Monterey Road stands the Tavern, a stop on the Red-Bird Stage 
Lines. I t served the town as a tavern, store and post o f f i c e . (Cont'd) 
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f o r over two hundred years. T r a d i t i o n has i t t h a t i t was constructed 
i n 1760. A store e l l attached t o the west side and removed i n the l a t e 
1940's may have been the o l d e s t p a r t . The present tavern i s an L-form 
plan Georgian b u i l d i n g of 2}^ s t o r i e s . I n s p e c t i o n of the b u i l d i n g leaves 
l i t t l e doubt t h a t i t was b u i l t during the eighteenth century. However, 
the present 16 columned double t i e r f r o n t porch was an a f t e r t h o u g h t ad­
ded c i r c a 1839. I t s i n t e r i o r i s almost unchanged. The impressive f r o n t 
door w i t h i t s o r i g i n a l hardware and lock enters a c e n t r a l h a l l and s t a i r ­
way. To the l e f t i s the l a d i e s ' p a r l o r , t o the r i g h t the tap room, which 
r e t a i n s i t s o r i g i n a l outside e n t r y , Greek Revival s t y l e s p i r i t s cabinet, 
and evidence of a caged bar. At the back of the e n t r y h a l l i s a d i n i n g 
room and beyond, the k i t c h e n . A ballroom runs the length of the f r o n t 
u p s t a i r s ; i t can be d i v i d e d i n t o two bed chambers by hinged, r a i s e d wood 
paneled d i v i d e r s . (#73, Photo 11) 

Next door i s a handsome 1824 Federal Sty l e house which has an elaborate­
l y d e t a i l e d f r i e z e ; corner p i l a s t e r s and t w i n square a t t i c vents i n the 
gable peaks. I n plan i t has three rooms around a c e n t r a l chimney, w i t h 
a one-story e l l t o the rear. The c e n t r a l entrance has f l a n k i n g p i l a s t e r s 
and a p i t c h e d roof e n t r y porch. (#74, Photo 12) 

The Lieutenant Luke Harmon House, b u i l t about 1800; s i t s a t the east end 
of the Green. I t i s another L-plan Georgian w i t h two p a l l a d i a n windows; 
one centered on each facade. Both e n t r i e s are surmounted by copper fan 
l i g h t s ; the w e s t e r l y one has a r i s i n g sun d e t a i l . This house was recor­
ded on the HABS Survey i n 1935. I t was b u i l t about 1800. (#75, Photo 
13) 

Four houses face the west and south sides of the Green. F a i r h i l l , a 2 \ 
s t o r y t w i n chimney Federal house occupies the west end of the Green. 
(#70) 

Diagonally across the New Marlborough Road i s the s i t e of the Strong, 
C a t l i n , Ticknor House, c a l l e d Kings Grant. I t was b u i l t f o r the town's 
f i r s t m i n i s t e r , the Reverend Thomas Strong, i n 1745. The house was des­
troyed by f i r e i n 1962. The s i t e remains unoccupied and undisturbed. 
(#810, Photo 5) 

The Sheldon-Heaton House, a C o l o n i a l Revival house, was constructed i n 
1910-1915 from p a r t of the Ezra Sheldon House which was the f i r s t house 
constructed i n the v i l l a g e , c i r c a 1745. (85, Photo 14) 

The Parsonage or Colman-Nimick House, a 2 \ s t o r y Federal house w i t h Greek 
Revival d e t a i l , b u i l t c i r c a 1803, completes the c i r c l e of the Green. Not­
able a r c h i t e c t u r a l f eatures include a recessed c e n t r a l e n t r y w i t h j o i n i n g 
i o n i c p i l a s t e r s which are repeated at the corners of the b u i l d i n g , and 
a wide, undecorated cornice. (#79, Photo 15) 

At the center of the Green i s a f i e l d s t o n e pedestal topped by an a n v i l , 
a monument t o "The Learned Blacksmith", E l i h u B u r r i t t , 1810-1879, " L i n ­
g u i s t and Apostle of Peace", and advocate of low r a t e ocean postage. 

(Cont'd) 
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He followed h i s trade and studied at the Forge i n New Marlborough 1831-
1833. I t was erected i n August 1908, constructed by Mr. P a t r i c k A. 
Brennan. (#802, Photo 9) 

The d i s t r i c t continues on both sides of Route 57 eastward t o the junc­
t i o n of Routes 57 and 183, the South S a n d i s f i e l d Road. The predominent 
s t y l e i s Greek Revival, w i t h Federal i n f l u e n c e s and a s i n g l e I t a l i a n a t e 
house b u i l t c i r c a 1860. 

On the n o r t h side of the road, a 2 \ s t o r y Federal p e r i o d house, Edward 
Bergman House, has some Greek Revival s t y l e t r i m and a shop e l l t o the 
northwest. This served as Mr. Barney A. Bergman's T a i l o r Shop c i r c a 
1880. (#76, Photo 16) 

The S.W. Wright & Company Blacksmith Shop i s a IJ5 stor.y vernacular Fed­
e r a l p e riod b u i l d i n g , a p o r t i o n b u i l t as e a r l y as 1790 and w i t h 20th 
century a l t e r a t i o n s . (#77, Photo 17) 

The Luke C a t l i n - J . Hyde House i s a li^ s t o r y Greek Revival residence w i t h 
cornice windows and a recessed porch b u i l t c i r c a 1838. (#78, Photo 18) 

The Duncan A d s i t House i s a T-shaped I t a l i a n a t e 2i^ s t o r y b u i l d i n g w i t h 
bracketed t r i m . I t i s the only house of t h i s s t y l e i n the d i s t r i c t . 
I t was b u i l t about 1860. (#81, Photo 19) 

Both the D a y - T u t t l e - H o l l i s t e r and the Taylor-Wright houses were construc­
ted on the same Greek Revival design. The D a y - H o l l i s t e r house i s dated 
i n the a t t i c p l a s t e r 1847, above the date i s a small p r i m i t i v e 
b a s - r e l i e f of the b u i l d e r , owner or p l a s t e r e r . The Da y - H o l l i s t e r House 
i s unaltered; (#82) the Taylor-Wright House had a f u l l veranda added 
during the l a t e 19th century. (#83, Photo 20) 

The northeast corner of the d i s t r i c t i s occupied by the Martin E. Sheldon 
Farm, the l a r g e s t s i n g l e piece of acreage i n the v i l l a g e , 112 acres. 
I t was b u i l t c i r c a 1825, and the date i s s c r i b b l e d i n the a t t i c p l a s t e r . 
The gable end of the house has a planked pediment w i t h an ovel fan l i g h t . 
A IJ5 sto r y e l l i s attached t o the east side. Two extremely large barns 
overlook a small brook. (#84, Photo 21) 

Near the road above the brook i s the foundation of Harvey Holmes Brass 
Foundry. The exact product of the foundry i s unknown. Also associated 
w i t h i t was a saw m i l l and a small tannery. The complex was i n opera­
t i o n during the 1830's. The Dam and Wheel p i t of the saw m i l l survive, 
upstream, a couple of hundred yards. (#913, Photo 22, 23) 

Along the southside of the road i s the Beach House, a 2Ĵ  s t o r y Greek Re­
v i v a l residence, (#84A, Photo 24) the s i t e of Dr. Charles Fames Brick 
House, b u i l t i n 1832 and demolished i n the 1920's (#912) and the Rooney's, 
a 2 \ s t o r y Federal house, a l t e r e d about the t u r n of the century. (#80) 



8 a S i g n i f f i c a n c e New M a r l b o r o u g h C e n t e r H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

Period Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 

prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture_X_ religion 
1400-1499 _X_ archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 _x_ agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 architecture _X_ education military social/ 

_X_ 1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 
^ ^ 1 8 0 0 - 1 8 9 9 commerce ~ exploration/settlement philosophy _ ^ theater 
X 190Q- communications industry politics/government ^ i L transportation 

invention other (specify) 

Speci f ic dates M u l t i p l e Bui lder /Arch i tec t M r . S i k e s , T h o m a s T a t t i l o w 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The New Marlborough Center H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t posesses i n t e g r i t y of loca­
t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t i s 
h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t as the o r i g i n a l settlement of Township Number 
Two, now New Marlborough, and remained the focus of the town's c i v i c a n ^ 
connercial a c t i v i t i e s from the mid-18th through l a t e 19th c e n t u r i e s . I t s 
hiTstory i s r e f l e c t e d i n the concentration of w e l l preserved b u i l d i n g s 
and h i s t o r i c a rchaeological s i t e s which define the area. A d d i t i o n a l l y , 
the d i s t r i c t preserves an unusually f i n e c o l l e c t i o n of Federal period, 
and Greek Revival s t y l e houses. Thus New Marlborough Center meets C r i ­
t e r i a A and C of the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places. Although 
a complete archaeological survey has not been done, nor have the known 
s i t e s been f i e l d t e s t e d , j u d g i n g from p r e s e n t l y known i n f o r m a t i o n , the 
D i s t r i c t may also meet C r i t e r i o n D. 

New Marlborough Center was an e a r l y settlement on the "Great Road" (now 
sections of Routes 57 and 23) which was a f u r t r a d i n g route i n the 18th 
century. I t connected W e s t f i e l d and S h e f f i e l d , running along the n o r t h 
boundary of the town. The l o c a t i o n , being i n a pr o t e c t e d v a l l e y w i t h 
two adjacent r i v e r s , was a favorable spot f o r settlement. Most of the 
p r o p r i e t o r s t o whom the township was granted i n 1735 were from Marlbor­
ough i n Middlesex County. The town's f i r s t s e t t l e r , Benjamin Wheeler, 
wintered (1739-1740) i n a small frame cabin a l i t t l e northwest of the 
d i s t r i c t , on the r i g h t bank of Anthony Brook (so named f o r the town's 
l a s t Indian r e s i d e n t ) . Wheeler, remained the only white i n h a b i t a n t of 
the town, the nearest white s e t t l e r being ten miles away i n S h e f f i e l d . 
He returned t o New Marlborough w i t h h i s w i f e and f a m i l y the next summer 
to b u i l d a house which s t i l l stands above the s i t e of h i s cabin. 

Between 1741 and 1754, a large number of s e t t l e r s a r r i v e d t o populate 
the town. I n 1745, Ezra Sheldon constructed a house on the east corner 
of the S o u t h f i e l d Road. I t was considered the o l d e s t house i n the v i l ­
lage, only p a r t of i t remains as the Sheldon-Greer-Heaton House today. 
(#85, Photo 14) The Strong-Catlin-Ticknor House (#910, Photo 5) was a l ­
so b u i l t the same year on the opposite corner. Known as "Kings Grant", 
i t was b u i l t f o r the f i r s t M i n i s t e r , the Reverend Thomas Strong. He ser­
ved from 1744 t o 1777. The t h i r d M i n i s t e r , the Reverend Jacob C a t l i n of 
Harwinton, Connecticut, Yale College, 1784, also l i v e d i n the house. He 
was ordained the M i n i s t e r i n New Marlborough on Ju l y 4, 1787. He pub­
l i s h e d a work on theology c a l l e d C a t l i n ' s Comendious. He remained pastor 
f o r t h i r t y - n i n e years u n t i l h i s death i n 1826. 

The second f l o o r was used by the Cincinnatus Lodge of Mason when i t was 
organized i n 1795. I t s Charter was signed by Paul Revere, Grand Master. 
They also presented the town w i t h The V i l l a g e Green t h a t year. Local t r a ­
d i t i o n has said t h a t the Marquis de Lafayette stayed overnight i n the 

' - .. . , (Cont'd) 
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Verbal boundary desc r ip t i on and jus t i f i ca t i on 
Comprised of 30 separate parcels of property, the boundries of New ' 
Marlborough H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t are de l i n e a t e d by the Town of New Marlborough 
Assessors P l o t Plans, 1968, Scale 1" = 400' . 

Lis t a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state ]vj code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
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name/title P rese rva t ion Planner, Berksh i re County Regional Planning Commission 

organization Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commissiondate J u l y , 1982 

street & number 294 Washington S t r ee t telephone (617) 727-8470 

city or town Boston state Massachusetts 02108 

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8»-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 
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house during h i s American tour of 1825; however, recent research contra­
d i c t s t h i s claim. When the house was destroyed by f i r e i n 1962, l o s t 
w i t h the house was a p o r t r a i t i n o i l s of Dr. C a t l i n , h i s w r i t i n g t a b l e , 
and an o r i g i n a l c o l l e c t i o n of sermons. I t i s also believed t h a t these 
pieces may have survived the f i r e as an antique t h i e f s booty. The 
foundation remains undisturbed. 

The f i r s t Meeting House was b u i l t opposite "Kings Grant" i n 1743 on the 
exposed rock ledges, east of the present church. Four acres were pro­
cured of Lot Number 22 on which t o b u i l d a Meeting House, f o r t y f e e t 
by t h i r t y - t w o f e e t , w i t h a twenty f o o t shed. The c o n t r a c t was l e t t o 
one Thomas T a t t i l o w . (See #72, Photo 7) 

The present Greek Revival Meeting House (#72, Photo 7) was b u i l t i n 
1839. At a church meeting, December 25, 1837, a committee was named 
to procure a s u b s c r i p t i o n f o r a new meeting house. A draftsman, a Mr. 
Sikes, was secured from S u f f i e l d , Connecticut. His eye-pleasing design 
cost $4,100 t o b u i l d , $3,800 of which was r a i s e d by the committee. A-
bout $300 was r a i s e d v i a the s e l l i n g of the Old Meeting House. I t i s 
s t i l l used summers by the u n i t e d congregational churches of New Marl­
borough and i s maintained by the New Marlborough V i l l a g e Association, 
Inc. The church i s considered t o be one of the two f i n e s t Greek Re­
v i v a l Churches i n Berkshire County, the other being the Tyringham Un­
ion Church, b u i l t i n 1844. Also, i t bears remarkable resemblence t o 
the Congregational Church i n Chester Center, Massachusetts, b u i l t c i r ­
ca 1846, probably by the same Mr. Sikes. 

The Southern Berkshire I n s t i t u t e , (#911, Photo 8) the s i t e of which ex­
i s t s behind the church, began i n June 1856. J u l i u s Ruing, James Hyde, 
John Brewer, and Edwin Adams organized a c o r p o r a t i o n f o r the purpose 
of e s t a b l i s h i n g a boarding or day school f o r both sexes. The p r i n c i p a l 
promoter of the school was Edward Stevens of Saratoga, New York, a na­
t i v e of New Marlborough. From 1860 t o 1870, the school had i t s most 
successful period boarding one hundred students. J.A. Mcintosh, AM, 
was i t s f i r s t P r i n c i p a l ; was a s s i s t e d by four lady teachers. He was 
suceeded by N.W. Metcalf, AM, i n 1860 and B.F. Parsons, AM, i n 1861, 
In 1876 Professor S,T, Frost took over f o r the next s i x years. I n the 
1890's the b u i l d i n g served as a summer h o t e l . Abandoned, i t was razed 
i n the l a t e 1930's. 

The Tavern on the Green, (#73, Photo 11) has long been the focus of 
a c t i v i t y f o r the v i l l a g e . From 1806 t o 1925 i t served as New Marl­
borough's Post O f f i c e . Gideon Granger was the f i r s t Post Master ap­
pointed Sept. 15, 1806, With development of the 15th Massachusetts 
Turnpike (Now Route 57), a good road and a splendidly-equiped oppo­
s i t i o n Mail Stage Line, the Red-Bird Line, owning seventy-five horses 
and nine stages, was founded i n 1834, The l i n e was o r i g i n a t e d by Amos 
Kendall, Post Master General under President Andrew Jackson as p a r t of 
his design of r e o r g a n i z a t i o n of the p o s t a l department, Kendall, a Mass­
achusetts man by b i r t h , was said t o have been p a r t i c u l a r l y proud of the 

(Cont'd) 
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Hartford to Albany Line, 

Tie Red-Bird Line brought mai l one day frcm Harford, the next f r o n Albany, Previously, 
mai l had cone i n but once a week. Being i n a centra l loca t ion between Hartford and A l ­
bany, New M a r l b o r o u g h became t h e "Midway S t a t i o n " , The h i g e s t e l e v a t i o n 
on t h e l i n e was t h r e e m i l e s e a s t o f t h e v i l l a g e . Warren Wheeler was t he 
t a v e r n ' s f i r s t owner . Deacon Caleb W r i g h t was t h e I n n Keeper i n 1832 
c o n t i n u i n g u n t i l 1857, I . N . T u t t l e r a n t h e h o t e l , s t o r e , and p o s t o f f i c e 
f r o m 1857 u n t i l 1885 when t h e b u i l d i n g was bought by P a t r i c k A. Brennan 
who c o n s t r u c t e d t h e monument t o E l i h u B u r r i t t on t h e v i l l a g e g r e e n . 

The Green (#802, Photo 10) served as the M i l i t i a D r i l l F i e l d during the 
Federal Period. I n the War of 1812, New Marlborough responded during 
the summer of 1814. Captain Joseph C. C a t l i n was i n command of a com­
pany formed of detachments of several m i l i t i a companies. Luke Harmon 
served as Lieutenant; Benjamin Smith, J r . , Ensign; and Jonathan Arnold, 
F i f e r . They marched t o Boston serving three months defending the p o r t 
from B r i t i s h a t t a c k . The house at the east end of the Green belonged 
to Lieutenant Luke Harmon. (#75, Photo 13) 

At the center of the " V i l l a g e Green" t o the r i g h t of the Monterey Road, 
stands a f i e l d s t o n e Monument t o E l i h u B u r r i t t (1810-1879), (#802, Photo 
9), "The Learned Blacksmith, L i n g u i s t , and Apostle of Peace", He was 
born i n New B r i t a i n , Connecticut i n 1810. I n the spring of 1831, Harvey 
Holmes s t a r t e d a brass foundry at the east end of New Marlborough V i l ­
lage on Umpachene Brook. I n need of workmen, he h i r e d B u r r i t t , When 
the foundry closed, B u r r i t t purchased i t and operated i t as a Blacksmith 
Shop u n t i l 1833, He was well-educated; was said t o speak f i f t y languages 
at age 30; and studied w h i l e working a t his forge, a book propped up by 
the chimney. Later he moved t o Worcester, Massachusetts and became ed­
i t o r of the Advocate of Peace, organized the Conference of the Friends 
of Peace i n 1848 i n B r u s s e l l s , and served as U,S, Consul i n Birmingham, 
England, He wrote and published innumerable pamphlets and advocated 
low-rate ocean postage. The monument was constructed i n 1908 i n h i s 
memory, 

On the southeast corner of the Green stands the Parsonage (Coleman Nim-
i c k House), (#79, Photo 15) I t was purchased as the Congregational Par­
sonage f o r the v i l l a g e i n 1871 f o r a cost of $2,430,52. The f i r s t minis­
t e r t o use i t was Reverend Richard T, Searles, the l a s t Reverend, M o n t i l 
J, F u l l e r , 

During the l a s t quarter of the 19th century. New Marlborough became ex­
tremely q u i e t . The nearby i n d u s t r i a l v i l l a g e s of M i l l River and South-
f i e l d prospered, due t o t h e i r l o c a t i o n on the S a n d i s f i e l d River, produc-
ingpaper and whiplashes. Meanwhile, the "Old Parish" at New Marlborough 
Center was being sapped by western m i g r a t i o n , and could not provide the 
i n d u s t r i a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s o f f e r e d by neighboring v i l l a g e s . 

(Cont'd) 
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I n 1889, H i l d r e t h K. Bloodgood discovered New Marlborough and purchased 
the Deacon Leonard Pott e r House, (#71, Photo 6) as a summer residence 
f o r himself and h i s f a m i l y . Mr. Bloodgood, an importer and breeder of 
Hackney ponies e v e n t u a l l y , c i r c a 1904-1907, b u i l t a large Jacobethan 
Revival estate c a l l e d Mepel Manor, n o r t h of the v i l l a g e . I t was designed 
by Edward Pierce Casey, h i s wife's cousin, and named a f t e r the Star of 
Mepel, h i s f i r s t Hackney imported from England. He believed t h a t the 
region was extremely w e l l - s u i t e d f o r horse farming. His daughter, Mrs. 
J. Macy W i l l e t s (her husband's f a m i l y r a i s e d thoroughbred Hunters on the 
Martin E. Sheldon Farm, (#84, Photo 22; east-end of V i l l a g e ) continued 
the t r a d i t i o n on her own place, C a s s i l i s Farm. I t i s because of her i n ­
t e r e s t i n the V i l l a g e t h a t i t i s l i t t l e touched and unspoiled by commer­
c i a l development. I t was through the e f f o r t s of Mrs. W i l l e t s and Mrs. 
Rodney Williams t h a t the Tavern was purchased and held u n t i l r e s t o r a t i o n 
was begun by i t s present owner i n c i r c a 1972. Concern over the preserva­
t i o n of the V i l l a g e brought together an i n f o r m a l group of year-round and 
summer residences i n t o the New Marlborough V i l l a g e A s s o c i a t i o n , They 
see t o the upkeep and p r e s e r v a t i o n of the V i l l a g e and i t s Green through 
an annual s o l i c i t a t i o n . 

The documented h i s t o r i c a rchaeological resources i n the d i s t r i c t dating 
from the mid-18th through mid-19th ce n t u r i e s and associated w i t h domestic, 
a g r i c u l t u r a l , i n d u s t r i a l , and educational a c t i v i t i e s are an i n t e g r a l p a r t 
of the V i l l a g e h i s t o r y . I n a d d i t i o n t o these s i t e s , the d i s t r i c t should 
be considered t o contain other subsurface features and a r t i f a c t u a l depos­
i t s r e l a t i n g t o over 200 years of continuous occupation. I d e n t i f i c a t i o n 
and excavation of these archaeological s i t e s i n combination w i t h documen-
t o r y resources could provide i n f o r m a t i o n p e r t i n e n t t o s o c i a l and economic 
research questions d i r e c t e d a t the growth of the v i l l a g e through time. 
The existence of the H a r t f o r d t o Albany Post Road i n d i c a t e s a strong po­
t e n t i a l f o r evidence of r e g i o n a l exchange and i n t e r a c t i o n i n the arch­
a e o l o g i c a l record. 
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The Learned Blacksmith, Merle Curtis, Wilson Erickson, New York, 1937 

New England Images, Samuel Chamberlin Hastings House, 1962 

Revelations of New England Architecture, Bruce & Grossman, Viking, 1975 

ChiIds Gazetteer of Berkshire County, Massachusetts, 1725-1885, Hamilton Child, 
Syracuse, 1885 

History of Berkshire County, Massachusetts, J.B. Beers & Carpany, New York 1885 

History of Berkshire County, Massachusetts, David Dudley Field, P i t t s f i e l d , 1829 

Item #10 

East - East boundaries are established as the east and southeast lines of Plot #36 

South - Southerly boundaries are established as the south side of Route 57, the east, 
south and west sides of Plot #55, and the south lines of Plots 50, 49, and 
46 to the east line of Plot #98. Tie south lines of Plots #98 and 97 con-
plete the boundary. 

West - West boundaries are established as the west lines of Plots #97, 68, 87, 28, & 
29, 

North - North boundaries are established as the N. lines of Plots #33, 32, 31A & N. 
line of Plot #36 

Please also see attached sketch map. 
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