
HAY 2 3 1989 
PQRM B - BDILDING 

MASSACHDSETTS HISTCRICAL OOMMISSIC»1 
80 BOYI£TON STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

AREA 

Town W a k e f i e l d 

PQRM NO. 

67 

Address 15 Lawrence S t r e e t 

Historic Name NA 

Kioto (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to l e f t side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw map shewing property's location 
in relation to neeirest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate a l l buildings 
between inv«i tor ied property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

Dse: Present d w e l l i n g 

Original rtwelllnp: 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1870-74 

source m;̂ p l 8 7 / j 

Style Qiippn Annp 

Ardiitect NA 

Exterior Wall Fabric c-^phnard ^hir^glf^ 

CXltbUlldings O a r r i a g p Rprn 

p o n t r - i h i i t - i n g ( i - ; . 1 R ? 4 ) 

Major Alterations (with dates) -

« • '---H Nona 

condition E x c e l l e n t 

Moved NA Date NA 

Acreage -Less t han one -acr( 

Setting on r i s e , beh ind g r a n i t e 
r e t a i n i n g w a l l , g r a n i t e ga t e p o s t s 
and c a r r i a g e harn a t r p ^ r . 

DTM REFERENCE 19/329890/^708290 

OSGS QaADRÂ X5LE Re ad I n g , MA 

SCALE 1:25 .000 

Recorded by A r c h l t e c t u r n i F r f f F i e r v r i t I n n 

organization w a k p f i p i d Hi n r i i 
Commission 

Date Margh 19^5 ^ ' 



NATIC»1AL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMÊ 3T ( i f applicable) 
A w e l l preserved example of the complexity of Queen Anne d e t a i l i n g , t h i s i s 
one of the few houses i n town whose associated c a r r i a g e house ( a t the r e a r ) 
survives i n t a c t , presenting a complete p i c t u r e o f l a t e 19th c. suburban 
domestic b u i l d i n g . The b u i l d i n g r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , s e t t i n g , design, 
m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n , and meets c r i t e r i o n C o f 
the NRHP on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTORAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important arciiitectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 
This i s an i n t e r e s t i n g c o n t r a s t t o the house at 20 Lawrence S t r e e t . Both are 
Queen Anne, but t h i s house achieves the complexity so valued i n the period 
through e l a b o r a t i o n of the surface r a t h e r than of massing. I t reuses the 
irwe bay, gable end to the s t r e e t w i t h a s i d e - h a l l p l a n , developed i n the Greek 
Revival s t y l i s t i c p e r i o d , and gives i t an up t o date look w i t h a j e r k i n head 
on the gable r o o f , shallow f r o n t porch and two s t o r y bay window. The patterned 
s h i n g l e s , multi-pane sash, and turned porch posts are standard elements of 
vernacular Queen Anne s t y l e i n Wakefield. The well-preserved carriage barn t o 
the rear i s one of few remaining i n town, and gives a completed p i c t u r e of 
domestic b u i l d i n g of the p e r i o d . 

HISTCRICAL SICHIFICANCE Explain the role cwners played i n local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 
Lawrence S t r e e t , shown on the map of l857, was not s e t t l e d u n t i l about I 8 7 1 , 
when i t was accepted by the town. I n I874 both James E. Emerson, of the 
leading shoe manufacturing concern, and S.O. Richardson, p r o p r i e t o r of the 
Sherry Wine and B i t t e r s medicine manufacturing company, were partners i n the 
su b d i v i s i o n of the s t r e e t . The Thomas Emerson homestead, now demolished stood 
on the n o r t h east corner of Lawrence and Main S t r e e t s , and the fa m i l y ' s f i r s t 
shoe f a c t o r y was s i t u a t e d on the property. For a long time the center of 
the shoe trade i n South Reading, the a c t u a l manufacturing of shoes was done 
i n samll shoe shops scattered throughout the community. 

Prank A. Clapp, who l i v e d here i n I894 when the house was featured i n 
The Wakefield Souvenir, was a r e a l estate salesman w i t h an o f f i c e on 
"North Main S t r e e t . As the town's i n d u s t r y continued to grow ..and d i v e r s i f y 
a f t e r the opening of the Boston and Maine R a i l r o a d i n l 8 i ] 4 , p o p ulation climbed 
to meet the need f o r a large labor f o r c e . Suburban development began i n the 1870'E 
and a pressing need f o r houses continued u n t i l the present. 
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Wakefield Souvenir, Wakefield, 189^1 
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Town of Reading, Reading, I896. 
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