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1. Name 

historic HUDSON-JONES HOUSE 

and/or common Hunter House 

street & number Ten miles east of Arkade 1 phi a (Route 2) NfA not for publication 
? 

city, town ' 
Arkadelphia ~. X vicinity of colt~ 'tlliaaal IIi at iet 4th 

state Arkansas code 05 county Clark 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership 
_district _ public 
_x_ buildlng(s) _x_ private 
_ structure _ both 
_ site Public Acquisition 
_ object Nf..,;.- in process 

NZA_ being considered 

Status 
_x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
-L yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_ no 

4. Owner of Property 

Present Use 
_ agri.culture 
_ commerCial 
_educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_ military 

code 019 

_ museum 
_park 
_x__ private residence 
_ religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_ other: 

name Evelyn Woodruff I I Glen and Jacki Hill 

street & number 204 David Hi 11 s Road 
I and I 

I I Rt. 2 Box 50 

city, town Arkade 1 phi a, L vicinity of state AR 71923 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Clark County Courthouse, Deed Record 337. page 241 

street & number Courthouse Square 

city,town Arkadelphia state Arkanqs 

6. Representation in Existing S~rveys 

title Survey Book C, Page 23 has this property been determined eligible? _ yes _x_ no 

date Apri 1 29, 1976 _ federal _ state x_ county _ local 

depository for survey records Clark County Courthouse 

city, town A rkade 1 phi a state Arkansas 



7. Description . · , 

Condition 
_ excellent 
Lgood 
_ fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins _x__ altered 
_ unexposed 

Check one 
L original site 
_ moved date __________ _ 

Describe the present and original (if known} physical appearance 

Though just ten miles east of Arkadelphia, the county seat of Clark Count~ the rural 
community of Manchester is still characterized by its farms and pasture lands. Located 

~ in this pastoral setting on the grounds of a 20-acre farm, the Hudson-Jones House, built 
circa 1840, and its outbuildings accurately capture the imagery associated with the middle­
class planter society that was predominant in southwest Arkansas during the area•s formative 
years. The house is graciously situated on a vast and well manicured lawn which is adjacent 
to an unpaved country road. It is the work of a carpenter known only as 11 Mr. Pryor 11

• Pryor, 
though not a local resident, supervised the entire period of the construction of the house. 
The interesting vernacular interpretation of the Greek Revival style that he created in 
the Hudson-Jones House appears quite ·sophisticated in its rural setting ~ 

This weatherboard-faced wood frame house with articulated corner boards and cornice 
moldings is raised slightly above grade on brick piers. It is composed of a two-
story, one-room deep 11 111 with original projecting front portico and a one-story rear 
addition, . which. ex~~nds th~ 1 ength. of the .. I... A wide centra 1 hallway extends through 
the entire width of the house unifying the 11 111 and the ell. The two-story section of the 
house is capped with a low hipped roof with box cornice and a shed roof, inclining to the 
height of the 11 111 section•s cornice moulding, covers the ell. Exterior end chimneys 
constructed of handmade bricks with slightly corbeled caps terminate the east and west 
ends of the 11 111 and a third chimney, located on the northeast corner of the house, services 
the ell. In approximately 1910 a one-story rectangular gable-roofed addition with screened 
porch was constructed to the east of the ell. Harmonious weatherboard facing and compatible 
window details were employed in the construction of the addition, now a contemporary 
kitchen. Such design factors in conjunction with its unobtrusive relationship to the 
commanding Greek Revival uru pr~.vent tbe addi_tion from compromising the integrity of the 
original sections of the house. · 

. ' . 
The auspicious siting of the audson-·Jones House complements and ·enhances the monumentality 
inherent in its. G.reek Revival .esthetic. Nowhere on the building is th i s more apparent 
than on its stately, symmetrical ·princ·ipal (south) facade. A tr'iangular ·pedimented 
portico carri.ed .on two sets of paired columns supported on or.ick piers projects from 
the center of t his elevation. While the portico pediment is stmply finished with the 
same weatherboard that faces the house, panels enrich botb the entablature below the 
pediment and the two-story boxed columns. The fine craftsmanship of tbese decorative 
elements more than compensatesfor later alterations to the portico dating circa 1910 
including new bricks in the piers, the concrete portico floor, and the second floor 
railed balcony which is somewhat reduced in size from tbe original. The pri'ncipal 
entrance to the house and the balcony entrance directly above it are comprised of 
double doors with transoms and sidelights. The wood surrounds of the transoms and 
sidelights are original and Classical in nature. The fenestration of the front 
elevation is truly outstanding. On either side of the portico wide central windows 
set between two narrow windows pierce the first and second floors of the elevation. 
The surrounds are characterized by their .. dog-ear .. lintels and articulated sills. 
Similar 11 dog-ear .. details, typical to the architecture of this part of Arkansas, appear 
in the transoms of the doorways. · 
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The east and west elevations of the house reflect the transition of height and roof 
from the 11 111 to the ell. Details of first and second floor windows i n this elevation 
as well as those of the vlindow on the west side of the ell, reflect the delineation of 
the windows of the principal facade. The east window of the ell has been altered but its 
proportions remain consistent with the original architectural element. A double door 
penetrating the center of the ell offers access to the house from the rear elevation. 
Concrete steps that lead to this entry way date to the same circa 1910 date as the 
alterations to the front portico. 

The interior of the Hudson-Jones House is distinguished by an impressive survival of 
original architectural fabric. In plan, two rooms -- a front room in the 11 111 and the 
rear room in the ell -- open off each side of the central hallway with two additional 
rooms above in the second floor of the 11 111

• The house has two means of vertical cir­
culation offered by a staircase in the center hall and an additional stair that extends 
from the southeast parlor to the bedroom above. Original flushboards remain on the 
walls of the center hall as do the original random length floorboards. The first floor 
rooms are enriched with original paneled wainscoting. The second floor rooms retain their 
original fabric including beaded ceiling boards. The beautiful hand-crafted Greek Revival 
style mantels remain unaltered on all three fireplaces. 

~Several outbuildings on the property contribute to the mechanics of the working farm. Three 
l structures including a cellar, a smokehouse and storage facility, and a well are located 
,) on a line parallel to and immediately north of the house. A shed-like garage is sited 

to the northeast of the 1910 addition to the house. Farther northeast is a one-pen hewn 
\ log structure, now used as a hay barn. 

Also to the northeast and of greatest significance is the log dogtrot house. Altered 
and used as a hay barn, this structure is believed to be the original 1837 dwelling 
constructed on the site prior to the erection of the Greek Revival house. The 1837 
house is constructed of square- notched hevm logs comprising two pens approximately 16 
feet square on either side of a 10 foot passage. Notches in logs of the upper 
part of the house indicate where the second story floor joists existed. A modern 
roof of cedar posts and corrugated sheet metal covers the structure, lowered from 
its original two-story height. 



8. Significance 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 140G-1499 
_ 150G-1599 
_160G-1699 
_170G-1799 
_x_ 180G-1899 
_ 190G-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _ landscape architecture _ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law - science 
_x_ agriculture _ economics _ literature - sculpture 
_x_ architecture _ education _ military - social/ 
_art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _x_ exploration/settlement _ philosophy - theater 
_ communications _ industry L politics/government _ transportation 

_ Invention _ other (specify) 

Specific dates ca .1840 Builder/Architect Mr. Pryor 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) -

As one of the few houses in its vicinity to have survived with outbuildings in situ , 
the Hudson-Jones House graphically portrays the plantation society that characterized · 
antebellum southwest Arkansas. In addition to being of architectural significance and 
of importance to the agricultural history of the region be'Cause of its s~tuation 
on a working farm, the building is also closely linked to the early settlement and 
development of Clark County and to the political history of the state.] Following 
Arkansas• admittance to the Union in 1836, the Tennessee-based Somerville Land 
Company was formed and subsequently purchased from the new state land that is now 
Manchester Township, Clark County. A member of the company., Thomas c;· Hudson, moved 
to the Manchester community, where in lj 37 he built a two-story loq house. This 
structure, somewhat altered, survives on the site as a precious monument to the 
earliest period of development. A few years later, about 1840, Hudson built a more 
auspicious dwelling. This stately building, the Hudson-Jones House, not only rep~esents 
the economic success of the pre-Civil War agricultural society of southwest Arkansas, but 
also offers an unusual vernacular interpretation of the then-prominent Greek Revival 
style. Its finely crafted paneled box columns, unusual amount of unaltered interior 
fabric including original flushboard walls, paneled wainscoting and floor boards, 
and unique fenestration set it apart from the few other 1840's structures that survive 
in the area. In 1859 ,. Hudson sol;d the property to Nat ~im~ug, Jones, ano~h~r member 
of the Somerville Land Company. Jones• son, Civil War Colonel · ·James K. Jones, lived 
in the house from 1859 until 1867. Noted by the Arkansas Gazette (11-22-37) as one of the 
ten greatest men in Arkansas history, he was elected to the Un1te-d States "House of 
Representatives in 1881, and four years later t~ the Senate; he also served as 
chairman of the Democratic National Committee from 1896-..:1900. -- The "house now belongs 
to members of the Hunter fami l_y who have owned the property and operated the farm si nee 
1909. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

See attached continuation sheet. 

1 0. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated froperty 11.84 acres 
Quadrangle name Da ark, Arkansas 
UMT References 
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See attached continuation sHeet. 

Quadrangle scale 1 : 24000 

8 W ~ I sl a 1 sl41 61 sl. 131 zl 61 91. 61 21 a I 
Zone Eastlng Northing 

• • ~ 1 • 

o lu.sJ 151 015h1 21 5] h1zl619lz1 11 sl 

F ~ lsiOI511141QI I11Zin1qlz1 110! 

.. H LtJ. I I· I I· I' I I .f. I I I I I I I 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N/A 
; 

code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

namenn~ Sarah Brown, Historian/ Ethel Goodstein, Architectural Historian 

organization Arkansas Historic Preservation Program date November 17, 1980 

street & number Suite 500, Conti nentaJ Bui 1 ding telephone {501) 371-2763 

city or town L itt 1 e Rock state . Arkansas 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is: 

_ national __ state llocal 

As the deslgnat_ed State Historic Preservatipn Officer _fQr the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set fo th Natlona~ P k Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 1-lC. -t'L 

y certify that this property Is Included in the National Register 

date 

Keeper of the tional Registe 

Attest: P~ A~ b{ Chief of Registration · 
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MAJOR BIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

I. Records and Deeds 
1. Clark County Deed Record, D page 325. 
2. Clark County Court Record, Vol. 44, page 559. 
3. Clark County Court Record, Vol. 55, page 499. 
4. Clark County Court Record, Vol. 56, page 73. 

II. Newspaper 
1. Arkansas Gazette, June 25, 1902 page 1 column 4; June 2, 1908 page 1 column 

1; and November 22, 1937, page 1 column 4. 

2. Southern Standard, In Memorian by Andrew Hunter - In possession of Miss May 
Ross, 400 Hardin Street, Arkadelphia, Arkansas. 
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The property on which the Hudson-Jones House sits historically extended from the county 
road south of the Hudson-Jones House north to the T7SR18WS34 - T8SR18WS3 boundary 1 i.ne 
and east from the T8SR18WS3-4 boundary line to include 80 acres. This property was 
divided among the Hunter children in the early twentieth century into 20-acre rectangular 
parcels running north-south between the county road and the T7SR18WS34 ~ T8SR18WS3 
boundary line. The extant structures associated with the house include a smoke and work 
house, storm cellar, well, garage, and storage shed which sits on the south ten acres of 
one 20 acre parcel. This property is owned' by Glenn and Jacki Hill, Hunter family 
descendants. On the 20-acre parcel immediately to the east sits the log dog-tro.t believed 
to be an 1837 house. This property is owned by Evelyn Woodruff, also a Hunter family 
descendant. The nomination does not include the entire acreage of the historic farm. 
It is important, however, for proper interpretation of the Hudson-Jones House that the 
grounds around the building and all extant structures associated with it be included in 
the nomination. The following, therefore, is the verbal boundary description for the 
Hudson-Jones House nomination. Commencing at the Northwest corner of Section 3. Tier 
8s, Range 18w; thence South along the center of the county road 1,331 feet; thence East 
1,326 feet to the Point of Beginning of this description (point C)_; thence South 480 
feet; thence west 200 feet; thence South 684 feet; thence in a Northwesterly direction 
along the center of the blacktop road 370 feet; thence North 1,113 feet; thence East 
568 feet to the Point of Beginning, containing 11.84 acres (10 acres owned by Glen and 
Jacki Hill and 1.84 acres owned by Evelyn Woodruff}. 



AREA OF SIGNIFICANCE CODES 

AREACD AREASIG 

010 ••••••• Agriculture 
020 ••••••• Archeology 

021 ••••••• Prehistoric 
022 ••••••• Historic- Aboriginal 
023 ••••••• Historic- Non-Aboriginal 

030 ••••••• Architecture 
040 ••••••• Art 
050 ••••••• Commerce 
060 ••••••• Communications 
070 ••••••• Community Planning and Development 
080 ••••••• Conservation 
090 ••••••• Economics 
100 ••••••• Education 
ll 0. • • • • • • Engi.neering 
120 ••••••• Entertainment/Recreation 
130 ••••••• Ethnic Heritage 

131 ••••••• Asian 
132 ••••••• Black 
133 ••••••• European 
134 ••••••• Hispanic 
135 ••••••• Native American 
136 ••••••• Other 

140 ••••••• Exploration/Settlement 
150 ••••••• Health/Medicine 
160 ••••••• Industry 
170 ••••••• Invention 
180 ••••••• Landscape Architecture 
190 ••••••• Law 
200 ••••••• Literature 
210 ••••••• Maritime History 
220 ••••••• Military 
230 ••••••• Performing Arts 
240 ••••••• Philosophy 
250 ••••••• Poli;ics/Government 
260 ••••••• Religion 
270 ••••••• Science 
280 ••••••• Social History 
290 ••••••• Transportation 
300 ••••••• Other 

+ 
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

United States O.partment of Ute Interior 
National Park Service 

Substantive Review 

Hudson-Jones House, Clark County, 
ARKANSAS, 

resubmission 
nomination by person or local government 

owner objection 

appeal / 
Substantive Review: _._sample __ request 

--- ------ ----- - ·---- ------··· -· 
Reviewer's comments: 

EVALUATION I RETURN SH EE. T 

820°209b 

Action: 

Federal Agency: ______________ _ 

appeal __ NR decision 

Reco m. I C ~te ria. ~LA.i.£. . _ 
Reviewer \.J~~cLut/J 
Disci pli ne/~iS1.rtio-'O -- - --
Date 9 _ ;;~_~ ) 

( 
___ see continuation sheet 

, Nomination returned for: __ techn i ca 1 corrections cited be I ow 

L/1. Name 

V 2. Location 

/ 3. Classification 
Ow~hip 

-lc Ac...,lalt lon 

Sbhu 

tJ 4. Owner of Property 

__ substantive reasons discussed below 

JITesettt.Uae 

V 5. Location of Legal Description 

V 6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

J 7. Description 

CheciL-
_ eJcenent _ dete-norated _ unanereO _ ong•~l aile 
_ good _ rutna _ •ttered _ moved date __ _ 

- f • lr _ une:a:poaed 

--"~'7' summary paragraph 
completenes5 
clarity 

alterations / integrity 
dates 
boundary select i on 



8. Significance 

..,lflcutea 

·---~, ... -~· 

~summary paragraph 
__ completeness 

-~/...,. clarity 
7 applicable criteria , . 

\...-- justification of areas - o"';r; -.14(/1)(. yz 7~· · _ ..11 f) IJ ' Jt-' · . · '"f. 
-r\"' checked ~~// 0 _ 111? 1 ~It"""' Cl/7.-<1c:~d 

/ relating significance to -!!;::. t!J. dAd htJ-1 ~ u4 ~ UJ6.4 cu-L~ .. o·t-.!v. 
the resource . ~--v -~ · -- --- l 

~context 
~ relationship of integrity 

to significance 
justification of exceptivn 
other 
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/.1 0. Geographical Data 
1ocfwe9e of nomlneted _,., ------

OuedrM>gte ....... ----­
UIIIT -.ncea 

~ 11. Form Prepared By 

J 12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The eval""ted ti9ntficar>ee of lhia _,., within the aute ia : 

nehonal • atate 

SDte Hlatoric PreN1"v•tlon OHw:_er a.gn•tur~-

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

local 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to---------------

Signed---------------
Date _________ _ Phone : 202 272-35 04 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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Manchester, Clark County 
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Hudson-Jones House 
Cellar 
Manchester, Clark County 
Sarah Brown 
May, 1982 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
View form the southwest 
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Hudson-Jones House 
Smoke and storage house 
Manchester, C1ark County 
Sarah Brown 
May, 1982 
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View from the southwest 
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Hudson-Jones House 
Barn 
t1anches ter, Clark County 
Sarah Brown 
May, 1982 
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Hudson-Jones House 
Dogtrot 
Manchester, Clark County 
Sarah Brown, Photographer 
~1ay, 1982 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
View from the northwest 
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August 5, 1982 

Carol D. Shull 
Acting Keeper of the National Register 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
440 "G" Street 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Carol: 

RE: Hudson-Jones House 
Vicinity of Arkadelphia 
Clark County 

Phone: (501) 371-2763 

We are submitting for your review a nomination for tbe Hudson-Jones House in 
Clark County, Arkansas. The Arkansas Historic Preservation Progr~m has complied 
with all applicable nominating procedures and notification requirements in the 
nomination process. 

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 

WS/AJ/ss 

Enclosures 

Preservation Officer 

A Division of the Department of Natural & Cultural Heritage 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 


