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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Benton County Courthouse is a large three story hip-roofed Buckeye sandstone
building with a prominent elevated tower (lantern). A 1905 streamlined version
of the Beaux-Arts Renaissance tradition, the courthouse is basically rectangular
in plan (112 x 77 feet) with one c¢entral and two side pavilions on both the front
and rear. The central pavilion is pedimented and distinguished by two major
arches, one at the entrance on the ground level and the other at the second story
level. Stone banding separates each story from the other as does the treatment

of each level's window openings. The first floor shows simple round arched openings
with no ornament. Also with no ornament are the second level openings which are
double hung sash rectangles with smaller openings just above. The third level
shows the same treatment as that of the second, with the addition of hemispherical
openings above the smaller rectangles. The first or basement level has a high
foundation of rusticated Kettle River sandstone while the rest of the building

is made of dressed blocks of Buckeye sandstone (gray). The only parts of the
building that could be considered ornamental are the arch and pilaster treatments
of the openings on the central pavilions and the open Palladian motifs of the
lantern plus the segmental arch pediments, also on the lantern. The 1500 1b.-~
clock in the tower rings with a resounding B-flat on the hour.

Resting on a typical, if small, Iowa square of green space, the Benton County
Courthouse has been unchanged on its exterior and changed very little on its
interior since its construction.
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The significance of the Benton County Courthouse is derived from its architectural
style, its importance to the political-governmental growth of the community and
county in which it stands, and from its role as the visual center of the town of
Vinton. A representative of the Beaux Arts Renaissance classicism, the Benton
County Courthouse was constructed in 1905-6. The first Benton County Courthouse,
a small two-story frame building, was begun in 1851 and destroyed by fire prior

to its completion. This present courthouse replaces the small two-story brick
building that was built in 1856-57, also at this location. Although not unique in style,
it is a well-maintained example of the repose, delicacy and scholarship of the .
turn of the century government building tradition. Its location at the center of
the central business district in the county seat of Vinton typifies the urban
planning concepts established in the century before. Rising 112 feet above

the ground, it serves the community well as one of its most prominent landmarks.
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