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The Mille Lacs County Courthouse is situated on a flat one-block site at the 
southeast corner of Second Avenue and Fifth Street Southeast in Milaca, Minnesota.

The courthouse was constructed in 1923 according to designs by Minneapolis 
architects Croft and Boerner for a cost of $150,000 including furnishings. It is 
two storeys in height and set on a full basement which is also devoted to office 
space. All facades are symmetrical and consist of a rusticated basement, two 
storeys of ashlar, and capped by a parapet. The only projection from the rectan- 
fular massing is a central entrance pavilion on the north facade. This pavilion 
incorporates Renaissance Revival design features such as urns on the cornice, 
carved wreath and swag motif, high central multi-pane window with classic pilasters 
and entablature, and balustraded balcony.

When completed, the building was considered to be as near fireproof in 
construction as possible. "Thes exterior is finished in Bedford stone over re 
inforced concrete walls. The base and the steps for the front entrance are of 
granite. The interior partitions are of hollow tile with a plaster surfacing. 
Woodwork throughout the interior is of oak and marble wainscot is used in the 
corridors. Floors in the corridors are of terrazzo whereas composition floors 
are used in the offices.

Offices are situated on all three levels of the building. The basement 
floor is about four feet below grade, allowing ample window areas in all offices. 
Spatial divisions throughout the building retain original functions as planned in 
1923. Offices on the first floor are situated around a rotunda which is two storeys 
in height and lighted by a leaded glass skylight in the oak-beamed ceiling. These 
offices are those of the Registrar of Deeds, Auditor, Treasurer, Clerk of Court, 
and Sheriff. The courtroom, together with its auxiliary offices such as the judge's 
chambers and jury rooms are on the second floor. The rear section of the first 
floor functions as a jail and is accessible through a separate rear entry.

In general, the Mille Lacs County Courthouse is in an excellent state of 
preservation and continues to serve its original functions within the scheme of 
the original design.



El SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD
—PREHISTORIC

—1400-1499

—1500-1599

—1600-1699

—1700-1799

—1800-1899

—X1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
_ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

_AGRICULTURE 

^ARCHITECTURE 

_ART

—COMMERCE

—COMMUNICATIONS

—COMMUNITY PLANNING

—CONSERVATION

—ECONOMICS

—EDUCATION

—ENGINEERING

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT

—INDUSTRY

—INVENTION

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

—LAW

—LITERATURE

—MILITARY

—MUSIC

—PHILOSOPHY 

^-POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

—RELIGION

—SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

—THEATER

—TRANSPORTATION

—OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES 1923 BbRrOtR/ARCHlTECT E.B. Croft & Boerner 
______Builder; J-A. McDonald______

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In addition to serving as the seat of political government for Mile Lacs 
County since 1923, the Mille Lacs County Courthouse is a well preserved 
representative of the last phase of courthouse building in Minnesota which began 
after World War I. Popular architectural design trends in public buildings are 
exemplified in the use of Renaissance and Classic motifs. The building also 
represents major use of fire-proof materials to assure preservation of public 
records. Further, the building has retained original plan, function and decora 
tive treatment. It continues to serve Mille Lacs County in an excellent state 
of preservation and maintenance.
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